
 

BIOGRAPHIES 

FACULTY 

Timothy J. Leska, Esq. (Moderator) 
Mr. Leska is a partner with Pepper Hamilton LLP, resident in the Philadelphia office. Mr. 
Leska focuses his practice on general tax matters.  Prior to joining Pepper, Mr. Leska was 
an attorney in the Office of Chief Counsel for the Internal Revenue Service in Washington, 
DC. While at the IRS, he participated in the issuance of IRS pronouncements, including 
final regulations regarding partnership allocations of creditable foreign tax expenditures.  
Mr. Leska earned his LL.M. in Taxation, with distinction, from Georgetown University Law 
Center, 2007.  He earned his B.S., Psychology, minors in English and Education, from St. 
Joseph's University (2000). 

Jonathan J. Macke, Esq. 
Mr. Macke is an associate in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Tax, Executive Compensation 
& Benefits Department and is based in the Dallas office. He concentrates on the tax aspects 
of a wide range of corporate transactions, including domestic and cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions, joint ventures and financing transactions. Mr. Macke has significant 
experience with respect to transactions involving partnerships and other pass-through 
entities. He also practices extensively in the area of private investment funds, where he has 
been involved in advising sponsor and investor clients in a wide variety of private 
investment funds including leveraged buyout, energy, infrastructure, region-specific 
(including Asia and India) and real estate opportunity funds.  Mr. Macke joined Weil in 
2012. Prior to joining Weil, Mr. Macke was a tax associate in the New York office of a 
leading international law firm. He received his B.A. cum laude from Pepperdine University 
in 2001 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Arkansas School of Law in 
2004, where he was an Articles Editor for the Arkansas Law Review. Mr. Macke also 
received his LL.M. in Taxation from New York University in 2008. 

Franny Y. Wang, Esq. 
Ms. Wang is a Principal in the Partnership Transaction Planning and Economics Group in 
the National Tax Office of Ernst & Young LLP.  Ms. Wang specializes in the use of 
partnerships and limited liability companies in domestic and cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions, financing transactions, and restructurings.  She received her B.A. in 
economics and political science from the University of Pennsylvania and her J.D. and LL.M. 
in tax from the New York University School of Law.  Ms. Wang is a member of the 
American Bar Association.  She is admitted to practice in New York. 

 



 

 
 

DINNER SPEAKER 

Marisa G. Waxman, Deputy Commissioner - Tax Policy & Research  
With more than a decade of experience in Philadelphia tax policy and administration, Ms. 
Waxman rejoined the Department of Revenue in 2014 to serve as Deputy Commission for 
Policy & Analysis on tax and water revenue issues. In this position, Ms. Waxman oversees 
the Technical Staff which promulgates and interprets tax regulations and administers 
business tax credit programs, and the Research Unit, which provides advanced information 
and insights into tax and water accounts to improve departmental operations and inform 
and evaluate economic development and poverty alleviation policies and programs. 
Highlights of her earlier work with the Department of Revenue as Director of Policy, 
Planning & Outreach include managing the Tax Amnesty program, collecting over $70 
million for the City and School District and serving as Staff Director for the Mayor's Tax 
Force on Tax Policy and Economic Competitiveness. Ms. Waxman began her career with the 
City of Philadelphia in the City Controller's Office. She has also held positions with the City 
of Philadelphia's Office of Property Assessment and Office of the Director of Finance.  Ms. 
Waxman has twice left Philadelphia City government, expanding her experience and skills 
to enhance her capacity to have a positive impact on local tax policy and administration. 
She worked as a Senior Project manager of the New York City Department of Finance 
focusing on revenue collection and administration; and joined the staff of Economy League 
of Greater Philadelphia, where she researched and promoted local government performance 
improvements, budget analysis and process reform, civic education, and best practices. Ms. 
Waxman holds a Bachelors degree and Master of City Planning from the University of 
Pennsylvania and is a proud member of the 255th graduating class of Central High School. 
She is a member of the American Planning Association, maintaining accreditation with the 
American Institute of City Planning (AICP) and is active in several civic and non-profit 
organizations. 


