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LAST MONTH, I ASKED YOU TO GIVE MORE OF YOUR LEAST EX-
pensive yet most precious commodity, your time.  Throughout 
the past month, I have spent time with many leaders of this 
Association, so hopefully you have heard my clarion call to “do 
something” as it relates to better helping our community-at-
large.    

The call is not an edict from on high, but rather a clear mes-
sage that we as members of the Association and legal community, 
given our education and resources, simply must do more to give 
back to our community, which so desperately needs our support 
right now.  

Following up on my column from last month, I want to share 
a bit with you about our recent Bar Leaders Retreat.  I had the 
pleasure of spending two days with members of the Board of 
Governors as well as Section and Committee representatives to 
discuss and pave our path toward achieving this year’s initiatives.  

Each day had a unique topic, the first focusing on community 
needs.  The leaders of several community organizations partici-
pated on a panel where they shared their missions and discussed 
specific needs in our community and how lawyers can do more 
to help.  Each of those panelists has been asked to contribute to 
our new community column, so you too will be hearing from 
them directly. 

Additionally, all of the Section representatives came prepared 
with potential community projects for their respective members.  
The intention was for the ideas to be organically germinated, as 
this is a team effort.  Projects ranged from feeding the home-
less to supporting schools to knitting projects and much more.  

Through breakout sessions, 
all participants were able to 
contribute to the suggested 
project ideas and help develop 
achievable plans and goals.  

The second day was focused on diversity and inclusion, which 
I will write more about in future columns. Thanks to Susan 
Letterman White and Werten Bellamy for their work in facilitat-
ing the Retreat and thanks to everyone who participated.  The 
enthusiasm was remarkable and I cannot wait to watch these 
plans come to fruition.

With that being said, each Section is creating or expanding a 
community outreach subcommittee and is appointing leaders 
who will help carry the torch from the Retreat to the Section’s 
membership to community members in need.  I strongly encour-
age our members not to limit themselves to supporting just the 
Section(s) that they are a part of.  

Have your watches handy, because if you see me in a meet-
ing or in passing and ask me, “What time is it?” please note my 
response is going to be, “Time to do something!” 

If you are interested in learning more about our “Boots on 
the Ground Community Initiative,” please contact your Section 
chair(s) or Meredith Avakian-Hardaway at the Philadelphia Bar 
Association at 215-238-6342 or mzah@philabar.org.

 
Albert S. Dandridge III (adandridge@schnader.com), a partner and 
chief diversity officer at Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, is Chan-
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Tell Us  
What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporter 
welcomes letters to the editors for 
publication. Letters should be typed. 
There is no word limit, but editors 
reserve the right to condense for 
clarity, style and space considerations. 
Letters must be signed  to verify 
authorship, but names will be withheld 
upon request. Letters may be mailed, 
faxed or e-mailed to: Jeff Lyons, Senior 
Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 
1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadel-
phia,  PA 19107-2955. Phone:  (215) 
238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: 
reporter@philabar.org.

Frontline
Time to Do Something

By Albert S. Dandridge III

Board of Governors Vice Chair Lauren P. McKenna (from left) with Chancellor-Elect Gaetan J. Alfano, Chancellor Albert 
S. Dandridge III, Vice Chancellor Deborah R. Gross and Board of Governors Chair Brad V. Shuttleworth at the Bar Leaders 
Retreat on Jan. 9 in Atlantic City, N.J. 

Other participants in the Bar Leaders 
Retreat included (from left) Susan 
Letterman White, Letterman White 
Consulting; Ric Ramsey, City Year 
Greater Philadelphia; Regan Kelly, 
NorthEast Treatment Centers; Chan-
cellor Albert S. Dandridge III; Eva 
Gladstein, Mayor’s Office of Commu-
nity Empowerment and Opportunity; 
Michael Vogel, Turning Points for 
Children; and Jennifer Bretschnei-
der, representing American Red 
Cross of Southeastern Pennsylvania.Ph
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