
 
 
 
 
Talking points in support of expanding the Pennsylvania “hate crimes” law: 
 

1.! In Pennsylvania, a “hate crime” is currently defined as a criminal act motivated by ill will 
or hatred toward a victim’s race, color, religion or national origin.  In Pennsylvania, hate 
crimes are termed ethnic intimidation and the offense is set forth in the crimes code, Title 
18, Section 2710.  When certain criminal offenses are committed with the motive of hate, 
the crime of ethnic intimidation can also be charged.  Generally, the types of underlying 
offenses to which ethnic intimidation can be added involve danger or harm to an 
individual and/or property. 

 
2.! Only ethnic and religious groups are protected by the ethnic intimidation statute.  Crimes 

motivated by hatred toward ancestry, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, 
gender or gender identity are not covered by any law in Pennsylvania. 

 
3.! The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) has documented an explosive rise in the 

number of hate groups since the turn of the century.  According to the SPLC, 
Pennsylvania has the 5th largest number of “hate groups” of any state in the United States.  
There are approximately 40 such groups in Pennsylvania, with the Ku Klux Klan, white 
nationalists and black separatists among the largest groups. 

 
4.! A 2015 FBI report states that about 20 percent of hate crimes across the country are 

related to sexual orientation and gender identity. Violence against transgender people 
reached a new high in 2016, with at least 26 apparent murder victims, surpassing the 23 
killed in 2015.  The SPLC has found transgender women of color are the minority most 
victimized by violent hate crime. 

 
5.! Pennsylvania is the only Northeastern state that does not extend protection based on 

sexual orientation, gender or gender identity. 
 

6.!  Amendments to Pennsylvania’s ethnic intimidation statute as proposed in Senate Bill 96 
and House Bill 505 affirm the basic human right of all people to be safe from hate 
violence. 

 
 
Philadelphia Bar Association position: 
 
The Philadelphia Bar Association supports and encourages enactment of an amendment to the 
Pennsylvania ethnic intimidation law to add protections for “ancestry, mental or physical 
disability, sexual orientation, gender or gender identity,” whether “actual or perceived.” 
 


