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F
or attorneys who need to access documents in 
federal court - whether in their own cases or when 
trying to locate a pleading or decision in a case of 
interest – Pacer has been the default method of 

doing so. Using Pacer, attorneys login to the appropriate federal 
court website, search for the case they want, and download the 
relevant documents.

While this process works, it can be cumbersome. If you do 
not know the name of the case, you can wind up looking through 
multiple results, and being charged by Pacer for each one. Even 
if an attorney wants to see a document in a case where he or she 
is counsel, Pacer charges after the first – and only – free look.

Fortunately, there is an easy alternative, PacerPro (http://
www.PacerPro.com), that can and should become your default 
method of locating documents in any federal court in the 
country. PacerPro simplifies the process of finding any federal 
court filing, and can save you money. 

Here is how it works. Simply login to the website. If you have 
saved any cases (categorized as cases you are “following”), 
you can immediately see the cases, as well as the most recent 
filings. PacerPro can also notify you when there are new filings 
in cases you follow. Or, if you want to find a case, just click on 
“Search for Cases” to bring up the search screen:

 Next, select the court or courts where the case you want 
to locate is filed. The site suggests courts based upon the 
information you type:

 
Thus, if you want to find cases in the Eastern or Middle 

District Courts of Pennsylvania, you can search both at the 
same time:

 
Once you have located the court or courts you want to 

search, type in the name of the party, regardless of whether it 
is a business or a person. For example, searching for attorney 
“Daniel Siegel” returned 45 results, many related to another 
attorney with a name similar to mine, as well as a wealth of 
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statistics about the cases, including the type of cases (civil or criminal), the status of 
the cases (open or closed), matched names (such as Daniel I. Siegel or Daniel J. Siegel) 
and the person’s role (attorney, defendant or respondent).  

 
Users may then download a report with the results, scroll down the page to see each 

case PacerPro located, or select one of the options on the left to narrow the selections 
to the criteria they want:

Microsoft Buys LinkedIn  
for $26.2 Billion
The world of computer technology and 
social networking received big news 
on June 14 as Microsoft announced 
that it will be acquiring LinkedIn for 
$26.2 billion. The cash transaction will 
significantly increase the share price 
of the social networking organization, 
from $131.08 to $196. Microsoft 
reports that following the deal, the two 
companies will be able to work on a 
single source of data on professionals. 

Profile data from LinkedIn will soon 
be available in the different Microsoft 
Office products. Instead of its regularly 
critiqued newsfeed, LinkedIn will now 
provide articles and information based 
on the things that you are working 
on. The service will notify you on 
upcoming meetings and projects, and the 
integration with Office 365 will provide 
recommended connections based off of 
current objectives. The integration will 
also connect LinkedIn Learning with 
Microsoft Office, enabling easy access 
to e-learning courses.

9.7-Inch iPad Pro™ is Just 
Right…for a Tablet
Will you be the lucky winner of the 
9.7-inch iPad Pro™ at this year's 
Bench-Bar and Annual Conference? In 
between the 12.9-inch iPad Pro™ and 
the 7.9-inch iPad Mini™, its screen is 
big enough to give you space to work, 
but small enough to hold with one 
hand. It features two display functions 
that adapt to lighting levels, True Tone 
display to calibrate the iPad Pro™’s 
screen to adapt to ambient lighting, and 
Night Shift (working on any device with 
iOS 9.3) to change the color spectrum 
at night to minimize strain on your eyes 
and disturbances while you sleep. The 
iPad Pro™’s screen also will let you 
run two apps simultaneously with a tiny 
video window overlaid in one corner. 
Audio is played through stereo speakers 
located at each corner of the case.

The 9.7-inch iPad Pro™ is a great 
device for watching movies, playing 
games, reading books, surfing the Web 
or completing simple tasks like editing 
spreadsheets or word processing. 
However, the iPad Pro™, like other 
tablets, is still no replacement for a lap- 
or desktop machine.

Tech   BRIEFS
PacerPro simplifies the process of finding any 
federal court filing, and can save you money. 
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  Users then select the case they desire and view the docket:

 
To view a desired documents, users click on the relevant 

docket entry. PacerPro will ask for a client code and offer 
download options:

 
After you select the document or documents, PacerPro allows 

users to share the file with another person (by email) or to 
download it. Users can download files as PDFs or as a “zip” or 
condensed format file:

 

If files are zipped, users can “unzip” them using one of the 
many programs that handles zip files, including WinZip, 7-Zip 
and others:

 
Once the unzipped files are downloaded, you just go to the 

folder where the file is stored and open it using Adobe Acrobat 
or another PDF reader. That is all you need to do.

The best part about PacerPro is that it limits the fees you 
have to pay, which will vary depending on the size of every 
document. If another PacerPro user has already downloaded a 
file, then any other PacerPro user can view the document without 
additional charge. In addition, Pacer users can setup PacerPro 
so they get their one “free look” through PacerPro, assuring that 
they will not have to pay for any additional downloads, even if 
they need to re-download a file. 

PacerPro has a Free Plan for individuals that limits user to 
two bulk downloads per month or up to two followed cases. 
This plan may not be sufficient for some users. PacerPro’s 
Professional Plan is $30 per month per user for 1-4 users, $25 
per month for 5-9 users, and $20 per month for 10 or more 
users. There is also an Enterprise Plan. The Professional and 
Enterprise plans include unlimited downloads and followed 
cases. Users also pay any applicable Pacer fees.

PacerPro is easy to use, offers numerous tutorials, and 
can provide alerts not only about cases where an attorney is 
involved, but also any other case a user wants to monitor. So, if 
you need federal court dockets and case information, you may 
benefit from using PacerPro rather than Pacer “direct.”

Daniel J. Siegel, (dan@danieljsiegel.com) principal in the Law 
Offices of Daniel J. Siegel, is a member of the Editorial Board of 
The Philadelphia Lawyer. He is also the president of Integrated 
Technology Services LLC.

The best part about PacerPro is that it limits the fees you have to pay, 
which will vary depending on the size of every document. If another 

PacerPro user has already downloaded a file, then any other PacerPro 
user can view the document without additional charge.
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THE AMAZON ECHO HAS BEEN AROUND SINCE 2014 AS THE LEADING SMART-HOME 
AND PERSONAL ASSISTANT DEVICE. In May, Google announced its expected release of 
Google Home, a device that will directly compete with the Amazon Echo.  The Echo and the Home 
both respond-to-voice commands, are always listening and have various music streaming options. 
They will have similar capabilities as personal assistants, but there are areas where Google Home 
is expected to outshine the Echo. The Home will have multi-room audio, allowing any Google Cast-
enabled speaker to play throughout your house. Additionally, the conversational voice commands of 
the Home have already proven to be far more interactive than the established command list of the 
Echo. On the other hand, the Echo’s personal assistant “Alexa” adds a personality to the device that 
the Google Home simply will not have. 

Tech  
UPDATE

FEATURES AMAZON ECHO GOOGLE HOME 

WAKE WORD “ALEXA,” “AMAZON” OR “ECHO” “OKAY, GOOGLE”

APPEARANCE BLACK CUSTOMIZABLE 

OUTPUT TO STEREO YES, WITH AMAZON DOT YES, VIA CHROMECAST

SYNCED AUDIO 
PLAYBACK TO  
MULTIPLE DEVICES 

NO YES, TO ANY GOOGLE CAST DEVICE

VOICE COMMANDS PRE-PROGRAMMED RESPONSES AND 
ESTABLISHED COMMANDS 

CONVERSATIONAL, SEARCHES FOR 
INFORMATION VIA GOOGLE

PRICE $180 TBA

Google HomeAmazon Echo


