
Philadelphia Bar Association 

Family Law Section Meeting Minutes 

Meeting of November 2, 2015 
Chair, Lee Schwartz, presided. 

I. Welcome & Intro: Meeting commenced at ~12:20 p.m. by Chair. 

II. Corrections or Additions to Minutes: None. 

Hil. Announcements 

a. Section’s Holiday Gathering scheduled for December 15, 2015 at the Ritz- 

Carlton. Start time is 5:30 p.m. Judge Robert J. Matthews will receive the Herbert R. 

Weiman, Jr. Family Law Award this year. Be sure to register. 

b. The Section will sponsor a holiday gift drive to benefit the Women Against 
Abuse’s shelter. This is part of the Section’s contribution towards the Phila Bar’s “Boots on 

the Ground” Initiative. Donated items will be collected at the December Section meeting 
and a list of requested gift items is attached. Contact Meredith Brennan with further 
questions. 

Cc. The Family Court’s Help Center is in desperate need of attorney 
volunteers. Unless an attorney is in attendance, the Center will not open. Please don’t let 
all the hard effort of the Court and colleagues be wasted for lack of follow through. 
Volunteers are needed on Mondays and Wednesdays from 12-3 p.m. Please donate 3 hours 
of your time 2 x per year. If everyone in the Section volunteered just once a year, the 
Center would be fully scheduled. 

d. Nominating Committee propose and the Section voted to approve the 
following slate of incoming Secretary and Executive Committee members: Incoming 
secretary, Kristine Calalang. Income members of the Executive Committee: Jesse Krohn, 

Dan Kurland, Colleen Norcross, Kathleen O’Malley, and Shabrei Parker. 

e. The Chair, Lee Schwartz, made a plea for members to get involved with the 
Section’s various committees. He said to check the website for the list of what’s available. 

IV. Programs: 

Administrative Judge Margaret Murphy presented on the “State of the Family Court” 

as follows: 

..lt’s been one year since the move. Started packing up the old building on 11/7/14. Now, 
it’s just a frame.



_..We have dealt with many systemic and facility issues over the past year and they 

continue to addressed: 

Starting January 2016, monthly section meetings will be at the court 

in the 15" floor training rooms. 

Artwork for the building still an ongoing project. First piece hung in 

the lobby. Art is to be ‘uplifting’, ‘colorful’, and ‘delightful’ ...sense of 

airiness and lightness. 

Lighting on the building’s exterior. 

Interior continuing to grow ‘by leaps and bounds’. 

Judge transitions - Judge Matthews is leaving a year end. A senior 

judge will replace him. Judges Pechkurow and Joseph are eligible for 

senior status next year, but unknown if they will be staying. Judge 

Rogers is retiring as of 1/1/16. Will begin 2016 with vacancies on the 

Family Court bench. 

Judge Murphy’s new law clerk is Bridget Willis. 

What was to be the “Attorney Only” line in clerk’s office is the ADA 
line due to physical logistics. Attorneys dealt with quickly, if possible. 

Discussing the possibility of e-filing with Eric Feder of Civil Division. 
They use the BANNER system. There are funding issues with this. 

Meanwhile, certain e-services are available to family attorneys for 

support cases and a handout on same is attached here. 

Court Hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. People work past that time, but 

public excluded after 4 p.m., so as to permit time to finish and close 
out. 

Nota Bene: Third-parties are NOT permitted into support 

conferences. This is strictly enforced. Court is now paying a guard to 

turn away third-parties at the elevator doors. 

Security - 14 sheriffs at old Family Court and 20 at the old Juvenile 

Court; now, 89 sheriffs on site....on bikes, with a dog, etc. 

Genetic, drug, & alcohol testing - “Everyone’s going to the same place.”



= 8 support masters being ‘fed’ by ~80 hearing officers - federally 

funded. 

a 8 custody masters, the last of whom is just now starting to be assigned 

hearings. Funded by the Common Fund, so much more difficult to 

finance. Should help a bit with custody scheduling gap, but this is an 

ongoing problem. Unforeseen closures did not help either, i.e., 4 

closures due to weather, 4 closed days due to Papal Visit, etc. 

5 Mediation through the Temple U. volunteers is available Monday- 

Thursday at the court. Try to get clients to do this. It will expedite 

their cases (if they settle) and help reduce custody case load, if 

successful. 

a Court interpreters are available. Be sure to request in advance and, IF 

NO LONGER NEEDED, BE SURE TO CANCEL. Court pays for the 
interpreters, so be conscious of canceling. 

a Juvenile Court: Case load is as problematic as custody case load. 
Trends: Dependency - kids are staying in placement longer; more 
petitions being filed. Delinquency - fewer petitions filed due to 
proactive programs, including truancy programs. Two of the 

delinquency rooms have been changed to dependency rooms. Three 
dependency masters are used when there’s no judge. 

...If anyone has questions, please feel free to send her an email. 

...Other contacts within the court are as follows: 

IT and Access/Set Up with Family Court - Linda Candoi and Mark Poggio - 215.686.9307 

Adult Court Administrator - Mary Lou Baker 

Juvenile Court Administrator - Mari D’Adamo 

Customer Service Center — Joe McHugh, 8* floor - they process 80-90% of the filings 

Court Liason to the Help Center - Joe Kaminski 

ADA Director - Joe McGill 
Director of Data Mgt and Case Processing and then some - Ed Lehmann - he’s a ‘jack of all 

trades’



For a directory of Family Court personnel and information, check the FJD’s website. Here 

are specific links to Domestic Relations, i.e., Adult Family, and Juvenile, respectively: 

http://courts.phila.gov/common-pleas/family/dr/ 

http://courts.phila.gov/common-pleas/family/juvenile/ 

V. Committee Reports: None. 

October 2015 Case Law Summaries are attached hereto. Thanks, Sara Slocum! 

VI. Good & Welfare: Next Section Meeting: Monday, December 7, 2015, Noon, 

Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11% Fl. 

Next Executive Committee Meeting: Thurs., November 19, 2015, Noon, 1101 Market St, 

11% Fl. 

Respectfully submitted, 

male 2K lalic- 
Ann M. Funge, Es] 

Secretary 

Three Attachments: 
Holiday Gift Drive Gift Suggestions List 

E-Services Guide for Attorneys 

October 2015 Case Law Summaries courtesy of Sara Slocum, Esq.



E-Services Guide for Attorneys 

E-Services enables you to submit court documents to your client’s county Domestic Relations 

Section (DRS) via the Pennsylvania Child Support Website (CSWS). The following step-by-step guide will 

provide you with the information necessary to complete your first online document submission. 

4. To submit documents online using E-Services, you must first register on the CSWS at 

www.childsupport.state.pa.us. Follow the “Register Now” link. You will need the following 

information to register: 

e PACSES Attorney ID; 

e Primary ZIP Code; 

e Email Address: name@domain.suffix; 

e Contact Phone Number; 

e Hint Question; 

e Hint Answer; and, 

e Referral Source. 

NOTE: Contact your county DRS if you do not have or do not know your PACSES Attorney ID. 

The DRS will provide you with your PACSES Attorney ID. 

2. Once your CSWS registration is complete, select the “Attorney” tab on the homepage of the 

CSWS and enter your login information. 

3. Select the “Begin/Resume a Request for Support Services” link to go to the E-Services 

homepage. Here you will have the option to submit documents for the following services: 

e New Application for Support; 

e Petition for Modification; 

e Withdrawal of Complaint; 

e Entry of Appearance; and, 

e Petition for Recovery of Overpayments. 

NOTE: Case and Member IDs are required when submitting requests for modification, entry of 

appearance, overpayment recovery, and withdrawal of complaint. 

4. You will be required to answer a series of questions and electronically sign the documents 

required for your request type. To sign, type your name in the signature box. Your answers to 

the questions will be used to complete the electronically submitted documents. 

S. After you electronically submit the documents, you will be given instructions to either call or 

come in to the county DRS. You will receive email confirmation of your submission. Obtain your 

client’s signature in ink on the blank line of any documents submitted via E-Services and retain 

for two (2) years in accordance with Pa. R.C.P. 205.4(b)(3) and (4).



Women Against Abuse 

  

Holtola y Wish List 

Help ful{ull some wishes this holiday season 
When you think back to your childhood memories and all the magical 
dreams of the holidays, what was it like? For women and children who 

find themselves homeless as a result of domestic violence, a gift to 
open in the holiday season is a simple reminder that we care! This 

holiday season, you can help create these memories and start a new 
tradition by taking part in the Women Against Abuse Gift Drive. For more information: 

   

  

* Seco contact Megan Slatte e Disposable cameras/digital cameras «+ Journals, pen sets e » 
mslattery@womenagainstabuse.org 

e Pots, pans, plates, glasses, e MP3 Players, CD Players . 
or www.womenagainstabuse.org     silverware, dish towels 
  e Books 

¢ Brooms, buckets, dust pans, mops, * Diaries, journals 
a 

hampers 

e Planners, calendars, date books, 
Gift cards to K-Mart, Walmart, 

Target, etc 
expanding folders, USB/flash drives 

  

e Alarm clocks 

  

Jewelry 
e Slippers 

Photo frames, photo albums 

¢ Blankets/ Comforters, Please be aware that our services are provided in |* 
Bathrobes sheets, pillow cases an atmosphere of non-violence. Please do not __|:,        donate toys or items that depict violence to our 
f gift drive and also only NEW items be accepted 
un= during the holiday season 

Bath and body items, make-up, per- 

    
  ei 

 



RECENT PA. APPELLATE COURT FAMILY LAW SLIP OPINIONS 

GcreBeR 
KGneeaber 2015 

Summarized by Sara L. Slocum, Esquire 

1. In Re: Termination of Parental Rights to N.T.C., 

York, 697 MDA 2015 (Pa. Super. 9/1/15) 

Father appeals termination order. Affirmed. Father argued that he tried 

but failed to contact the child after grandparents moved to Pennsylvania. Trial court 

found grandparents to be credible. Superior Court will not disturb credibility findings, 

which were supported by evidence. Memorandum opinion by Bender joined by Allen 

and Olson. 

2. In Re: Adoption of C.F.C., York, 339 MDA 2015 

(Pa. Super. 9/1/15) 

Father appeals termination order. Father is incarcerated until 2017 and 

has been since prior to the child’s birth. Father saw the child only twice and failed to 

meet goals. Memorandum opinion by Bender joined by Allen and Olson. 

3. K.A.N. v. J.A.N., Susquehanna, 1786 MDA 2014 

(Pa. Super. 9/3/15) 

Father appeals order awarding Mother primary physical custody and 

granting her request for relocation. Affirmed. All factors considered and weighed. 
Father did make statements against Mother in front of the child. Mother was primary 

caregiver and had strong ties to Virginia. Father did not have strong family ties. Child 

will benefit from a less toxic environment and Father's lack of control over Mother. 
Memorandum opinion by Bowes joined by Donohue and Allen.



7. In Re: Adoption of C.S., Franklin, 28 MDA 2015 

(Pa. Super. 9/10/15) 

Appeal of order denying Petition to Terminate Father's parental rights. 

While the Court found that Father failed to perform parental duties, it nevertheless 

permitted him to re-establish a relationship. Found it was in the child’s best interest. No 

evidence to support that the child would be harmed by resuming a parental bond. 

Memorandum opinion by Ford Elliott joined by Stabile and Musmanno. 

8. In the Interest of J.J.L., Monroe, 1143 EDA 2015 

(Pa. Super. 9/11/15) 

Mother appeals termination order. Affirmed. Father was arrested for child 

pornography. Mother lost custody of 3 older children due to drug use. Mother violated 
goals by testing positive for morphine, oxycodone, THC and other opiates over an 
extended period of time. Mother also moved back in with Father on several occasions 
and intended to marry him. Evidence of record sufficient, no abuse of discretion. 
Memorandum opinion by Gantman joined by Lazarus and Platt. 

9. in the Interest of A.M., Philadelphia, 544 EDA 2015 
(Pa. Super. 9/15/15) 

DHS appealed denial of dependency petition and order to return child to 
Mother. Affirmed. Mother had to leave the child in the care of Father during a double 
shift. Father admitted to spanking the child as a method of potty training. Injuries to 
arms were thought to be caused by the family cat according to Mother and doctor’s 
testimony could not conclude otherwise. Injury to face was thought to be caused by the 
child falling asleep on the futon and doctor could not contradict. However, the bruising 
to the child’s bottom was found to be caused by abuse. All evidence supported that 

Father was the abuser and Mother was not and did not know. Evidence supported that 
Mother reasonably believed the injuries were accidental. Memorandum opinion by 
Panella joined by Wecht and Strassburger. 

10. S.M.P. v. E.W.P., Jr., Pike, 2191 EDA 2014 
(Pa. Super. 9/15/15) 

Appeal dismissed for failure to comply with appellate rules. Memorandum 

opinion by Mundy joined by Olson and Musmanno.



16. In Re: M.H., Allegheny, 81 WDA 2015 
(Pa. Super. 9/18/15) 

Mother appealed termination orders. Ample evidence that Mother could 
not remedy circumstances that led to placement. Mother failed to form a real bond with 
the child who was in foster care most of his life. Memorandum opinion by Bender joined 
by Jenkins and Musmanno. 

17. In Re: Adoption of G.L.L., Allegheny, 359 WDA 2015 
(Pa. Super. 9/21/15) 

CYF appeals order denying involuntary termination of parental rights. 
Affirmed. Mother obtained stable housing and attended all visits. Mother's issues with 
drug and alcohol use did not interfere with those visits. Doctor testified re: her 
improvement. CYF did not meet its high burden. Memorandum opinion by Lazarus 
joined by Stabile and Ott. 

18. Inthe Interest of J.E.T., Philadelphia, 1003 EDA 2015 
(Pa. Super. 9/22/15) 

Mother appeals termination order. Affirmed. Case began when Mother hit 
Father and child with a metal strip resulting in injury. Mother pled guilty to child abuse. 
Mother failed to comply with FSP during incarceration. Mother failed to maintain contact 
following her release. Memorandum opinion by Panella joined by Mundy and Jenkins. 

19. In Re: S.S.W., Somerset, 1726 WDA 2014 

(Pa. Super. 9/24/15) 

Mother and stepfather appeal order denying petition to terminate Father's 
parental rights. Affirmed. Father consented to PFA. Father violated the PFA by 
sending Mother flowers and an apology and leaving diapers at her work. During this 
time, Mother had sole legal and physical custody. PFA extended when Father failed to 
appear. The Court credited Father's testimony that he obtained counseling, spiritual 
counseling and job training and was working back from a low point in his life. 
Memorandum opinion by Bender joined by Stabile. Dissenting opinion by Mundy, 
stating Mother and stepfather met their burden and that the trial court was sympathetic 
to Father in reaching the result contrary to the law.



24. Inthe Interest of M.R.C., Philadelphia, 4 EDA 2015 

(Pa. Super. 9/28/15) 

Mother appeals termination orders of her 2 daughters. Affirmed. Children 

had lung diseases and other medical issues. Evidence showed Mother cannot 
effectively parent the medically needy children. Mother had a borderline |Q and couldn't 
remember the medication. Memorandum opinion by Panella joined by Jenkins and 
Mundy. 

25. In Re: Adoption of EJO, SLO, Montgomery, 
1537 EDA 2015 (Pa. Super. 9/28/15) 

Mother appeals termination decrees. Affirmed. Children in care of 
material grandparents due to abuse inflicted by Father. Mother also faced criminal 
charges for placing child in Father's care and not seeking medical attention. Mother 
also faced criminal charges after a domestic incident in which her new child was injured. 
Mother failed to meet goals and provide a safe environment for children. Memorandum 
opinion by Mundy joined by Ott and Stabile. 

26. Shahid v. Rahman, Bucks, 3306 EDA 2014 

(Pa. Super. 9/28/15) 

Husband appeals divorce decree. Affirmed. Trial court did not believe 
Husband’s testimony and he failed to present documentation of where the $72,000. 
went. Because it was a short marriage there was no abuse of discretion in putting the 
parties back to their respective financial positions before the marriage took place. 
Memorandum opinion by Panella joined by Wecht and Strassburger. 

27. InRe: A.R., Allegheny, 2048 WDA 2014 
(Pa. Super. 9/29/15) 

Father appeals termination orders. CYF first involved because children 

were alone outside and reports of parental drug use. First obtained emergency custody 
following Mother’s suicide attempt. Father failed to appear many times due to 
outstanding warrants. Father also failed to take action to obtain an attorney - the basis 
of his appeal. No abuse of discretion. Memorandum opinion by Bender joined by 
Jenkins and Musmanno.


