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eleCtIon 2017

Snyder Is Sole Candidate for Vice Chancellor
Hon. A. Michael Snyder (Ret.), a 
Distinguished Neutral at The Dispute 
Resolution Institute, Chair of the Phila-
delphia Bar Association PNC Achieve-
ment Award Committee and vice-chair 
of the Campaign for Qualified Judges, is 
the sole candidate for Association Vice-
Chancellor.

Judge Snyder has served on the Board 
of Governors several times in the last 20 
years, and served as assistant secretary 
and a member of the Cabinet in 2014. In 
addition, he was a member of the Audit 
Committee. He has twice been co-chair 
of the Workers’ Compensation Section, 
the last time being in 2010, and currently 
serves on the Section’s Executive Commit-
tee. Judge Snyder was chair and co-chair of 
the Bar Academy and of the Law School 
Outreach Initiative responsible for bring-
ing in nearly 400 new members. In 2016 
he served as treasurer of the Campaign for 
Qualified Judges. Judge Snyder has also 
spoken at two Naturalization Ceremonies 
in 2014 and 2015. Additionally, he is a 

member of the investigative team of the 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Selection. He previously served on the 
Bench-Bar & Annual Conference Plan-
ning Committee. 

Currently, Judge Snyder serves on 
the Elder Justice Task Force of the First 
Judicial District, and is also a member of 
the Ombuds Project, a joint effort of the 
Association and the First Judicial District.

Judge Snyder is a trustee of the Philadel-
phia Bar Foundation and currently serves 
as chair of its Grants Committee, having 
served as a member of the Committee 
since 2010.  He is also a member of the 
Foundation’s Finance and Equal Justice 
Center Committees. 

In addition to his Association activities, 
Judge Snyder is currently the chancellor 
of the Louis D. Brandeis Law Society and 
vice-president of the Louis D. Brandeis 
Law Society Foundation. He is a member 
of the Temple American Inn of Court and 
president and founder of the Judge Alex-
ander F. Barbieri Workers’ Compensation 

Inn of Court. Judge Snyder is also cur-
rently a member of the executive commit-
tee of the Temple Law Alumni Association. 

Judge Snyder previously served as a 
member of the House of Delegates of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association and was a 
member of the Alternative Disputes Reso-
lution Committee of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association.

Judge Snyder is an adjunct professor at 
Temple University Beasley School of Law, 
having taught Anatomy for Litigators and 
Mediation Advocacy. 

Judge Snyder is also a member of the 
Justinian Society, and serves on the board 
of Good Shepherd Mediation Program. 
He previously served on the grants com-
mittee of the Center for Social Justice of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadel-
phia.

Judge Snyder concentrates his practice 
as a mediator, arbitrator and discovery 
master. He is recognized for his practice 
in areas surrounding Medicare Set-Aside 
issues. He consults on trial strategy and 

case evaluations.
He is married to Wendy Sill and is the 

proud father of Rabbi Joshua Snyder, 
director of Hillel at Goucher College. He 
is the grandfather to Shalva, Ayelet, Nava, 
Luke and Lily.

Snyder

2 Line Office Posts Contested
For 2017, two Association line office 
posts are contested. The candidates are 
Jennifer S. Coatsworth and Erin E. Lamb 
for assistant secretary and Natalie  
Klyashtorny and Matthew S. Olesh for 
assistant treasurer.

Assistant Secretary

Jennifer s. Coatsworth

Professional Background: associate, 
Margolis Edelstein; Temple University 
Beasley School of Law.
Activities: assistant secretary (2016-
2017), parliamentarian (2015), member 
(2012-2014), Board of Governors; co-
chair (2016-2017), member (2008-pres-
ent), Women in the Profession, cochair, 
Military/Veterans Affairs (2012, 2014), 
and member, Budget (2013, 2015, 
2016), Elections (2013), Chancellor’s 
Retreat Planning (2012, 2014) Com-
mittees; secretary, Committee on Insur-
ance Practice (2013-2014); member, 
executive committee (2007-2011), 
vice chair (2009), secretary (2008), law 
school outreach coordinator (2007- 
2009), chair, Bar Enhancement Com-

mittee (2008), chair, Social 
Committee (2009), Young 
Lawyers Division; member 
(2008-present), member, 
Arbitration and Rules and 
Procedures Committees 
(2008-present), State Civil 
Litigation Section; member, 
Hamilton Benefit Planning 
Committee (2009-2011); 
member, Bench-Bar & An-
nual Conference Planning 
Committee (2011-2012, 
2015).
Candidate’s Statement: “Equal Justice 
Under Law,” the inscription above the 
Supreme Court, is a lofty ideal to which 
we should all aspire. My Association 
involvement provides the opportunity 
to fulfill my philanthropic leanings as 
well as bolster my commitment to pro 
bono services. If re-elected assistant 
secretary, I promise to carefully consider 
all perspectives on an issue and ensure 
that all voices in our society have their 
needs addressed, as I have done in this 
role and on the Board of Governors.  I 
humbly ask for your vote. 

erin e. lamb

Professional Background: associate, 
Freeman, Mathis & Gary, LLP; Temple 
University Beasley School of Law.
Activities: member, Criminal Justice 
Section; member State Civil Litigation 
Section; member, Public Interest Sec-
tion; member, Workers’ Compensation 
Section, former chair, Young Lawyers 
Division.
Candidate’s Statement: I will make an 
excellent assistant secretary because my 
independence, energy and knowledge 
from my successful tenure as a Young 

Lawyers Division officer is of great value 
to the Philadelphia Bar Association. As 
YLD chair, I successfully championed 
new ideas, members and participation. I 
spearheaded an unprecedented alliance 
with government and legal services to 
provide expungements that put the 
Association above the fold on the cover 
of The Philadelphia Inquirer. I am a 
proven ambassador of the Association 
not only to lawyers generally but also to 
our city’s booming population of mil-
lennials and Philadelphians-at-large.

Assistant Treasurer

Coatsworth Klyashtorny Lamb Olesh

continued on page 13
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natalie Klyashtorny

Professional Background: of counsel, 
Nochumson P.C.; Temple University 
Beasley School of Law.
Activities: assistant treasurer (2016-
2017), member, Board of Governors 
(2013-2015, 2004-2005) and Cabinet 
(2016-2017, 2005); voting member 
(2005), Investigative Division member 
(2011-present, 2003 – 2006), Com-
mission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention; cochair, Solo and Small 
Firm Committee (2010); cochair, 
City Policy Committee (2008); chair 
(2005), chair-elect (2004), treasurer 
(2003), Executive Committee member 
(2002-2005), Young Lawyers Divi-
sion; member, Bench-Bar & An-
nual Conference Committee (2005); 
member, Chancellor’s Retreat Com-

mittee (2005); member, Sandra Day 
O’Connor Award Committee (2005); 
Executive Committee member (2004 
– 2008), Membership cochair (2016), 
Louis D. Brandeis Law Society; 
member, Temple American Inn of 
Court (2010-present); Women’s Law 
Caucus mentor, Temple University 
Beasley School of Law (2008-present); 
member, Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association.
Candidate’s Statement: Because of my 
15 years of involvement in leadership 
positions, I am uniquely familiar with 
the important issues that confront the 
Philadelphia Bar Association and our 
profession. Throughout my years of 
involvement, I have initiated programs 
to attract new members and involve 
more current members through explor-
ing the power of partnerships and 
other ideas.  As YLD chair, I began a 
program of events at area law schools 
featuring panels of bar leaders to high-
light the importance of Association 

involvement. 

Matthew s. olesh

Professional Background: senior 
counsel, Chamberlain Hrdlicka; Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Law School.
Activities: chair (2017), chair-elect 
(2016), vice chair (2015), financial 
secretary (2014), Executive Committee 
member (2012-2017), Young Lawyers 
Division; member, Board of Gover-
nors Cabinet (2016-17); member, 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention (2017); volunteer attor-
ney, co-chair, Recruitment/Retention 
Committee, Philadelphia VIP; trustee, 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation; director, 
Public Interest Law Center; co-found-
er, director, Development Committee 
chair, Finance Committee member, 
Friends of Chester A. Arthur School 
Education Foundation; committeeper-
son, 30th Ward Democratic Executive 
Committee; chair, South Street West 

Civic Association; former president, 
Penn Law Philadelphia Alumni Club; 
former manager, Penn Law Alumni 
Board of Managers; former trustee, 
Congregation Rodeph Shalom.
Candidate’s Statement: I spent this 
year as Young Lawyers Division chair 
thinking of ways that we can further 
demonstrate our relevance as an asso-
ciation, provide value to members, and 
effect positive change in the legal com-
munity and beyond.  I have spearhead-
ed innovative initiatives, such as the 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention’s efforts to get its ratings into 
the hands of voters at the polls and a 
corresponding analysis of its impact.  
I am running for assistant treasurer 
because I would like to continue to 
help lead this Association and ensure 
that we most effectively carry out our 
mission and serve our members.

2 Line Office Posts Unopposed

Foley

For 2017, two candidates for Associ-
ation line office posts are unopposed. The 
candidates are Marc J. Zucker, secretary, 
and Regina M. Foley, treasurer.

Zucker is a partner at Weir & Partners 
LLP; a Certified Commercial Neutral, 
AAA; a private mediator; an adjunct 
professor at Villanova University Charles 
Widger School of Law; and graduated 
from Villanova University Charles Widger 
School of Law.

Zucker was secretary (2017), former 
chair, Board of Governors; chair, Bylaws 
Committee; former chair, Business Litiga-
tion Committee (Business Law Section 
Chair of the Year; chair, Commerce 
Judge Pro Tem Task Force); investigator, 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention; former chair, Israel Exchange 
Committee; member, miscellaneous com-
mittees and task forces.

He also served as vice chair/editor-
in-chief, ABA Commercial & Business 
Litigation Committee; former president, 
Villanova Inn of Court; fellow, American 
Bar Foundation; House of Delegates 
member, Pennsylvania Bar Association; 

chair, Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition; for-
mer chair, Jewish Community Relations 
Council, Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia; national board member, 
Jewish Council of Public Affairs; former 
director and trustee, Jewish Federation 
of Greater Philadelphia; former chair, 
National Program Awards Committee, 
American Inns of Court Foundation; 
longtime pro bono volunteer, Philadel-
phia VIP; member, Louis D. Brandeis 
Law Society, The Barrister’s Association of 
Philadelphia, Inc., Brehon Law Society, 
Justinian Society of Philadelphia.

Foley is an attorney at Raynes McCarty 
and graduated from Widener University 
Delaware Law School.

Foley served as treasurer (2016, 2017); 
member, Pro Bono Task Force (2017), 
By-Laws Committee (2017); chair, 
Solo, Small & Mid-Size Firm Manage-
ment Committee (2015, 2016); cochair, 
Women in the Profession Commit-
tee (2013-2014); ex-officio member 
(2012), chair, (2011), elected member 
(2009-2011), Chancellor’s Appointment 
(2008), Board of Governors; Bar Lead-

ership Institute (2011); member, Elec-
tions Committee (2011-2014); cochair 
(2010), Scholarship Committee member 
(2008-2013; 2015), Bench-Bar & Annual 
Conference; member, Membership Task 
Force (2011, 2012), Long Range Advisory 
Council (2013-2015); cochair (2013, 
2014), member (2015, 2016), Sandra 
Day O’Connor Award Committee; team 
member, Advancing Civics Education 
Program (2007-2012); Executive Com-
mittee member (2001-2004), Harvest for 
the Homeless chair, Habitat for Human-
ity/Community Outreach, Young Lawyers 
Division; member, Young Lawyers Divi-
sion of the Hamilton Circle, Hamilton 
Circle, Philadelphia Bar Foundation; 
member, State Civil Litigation Section, 

Medical-Legal and Professional Responsi-
bility Committees.

Foley is a member (1997- present), 
board of directors member (2012-present), 
treasurer (2017), assistant treasurer (2015, 
2016), Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion; member (1997 to present), board of 
governors (2001-2006), Pennsylvania Trial 
Lawyers Association; House of Delegates 
member (2002 to present), Pennsylvania 
Bar Association; member, Brehon Law 
Society, Louis D. Brandeis Law Society, 
The Barristers Association of Philadelphia, 
Inc., The Lawyers Club, Montgomery 
County Bar Association; volunteer attor-
ney (2001 to present), Support Center for 
Child Advocates.

Zucker

Line Offices
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benjamin r. barnett 

Professional Background: partner, 
Dechert LLP; The Catholic University 
of America, Columbus School of Law.
Activities: cochair, Large Firm Manage-
ment Committee (2013 to present); 
University of Pennsylvania Law School 
Inn of Court; Leadership Philadelphia 
(2016-2017).
Candidate’s Statement: I seek election 
to the Board of Governors to expand 
my level of service and support to the 
Association and its unique mission in 
Philadelphia; to help re-establish the 
close and critical relationship between 
the Association and large law firms in 
Philadelphia for the benefit of both; to 
help the Association continue to evolve 
to remain relevant to its members; to 
push for real diversity and inclusion in 
our profession, particularly in private 
law firms; and to be part of a focused 
and sustained effort on the part of the 
Association to enhance current pro-
grams in our federal and Pennsylvania 
courts to provide pro se litigants with 
access to advocates to further promote 
the rule of law in a civil society and to 
provide meaningful opportunities and 
training to the next generation of Phila-
delphia attorneys. 

Meghan e. Claiborne 

Professional Background: assistant 
city solicitor, Civil Rights Unit, City of 
Philadelphia; Emory University School 
of Law.
Activities: executive committee, 
Young Lawyers Division; cochair, YLD 
Expungement Clinic; cofounder and 
board member, Emory Law Corporate 
Governance and Accountability Review; 
participant, Young Involved Philadel-
phia’s Board Prep Program; member, 
Project HOME Rising Leaders Com-
mittee; former board member, Philly 
Set Go.
Candidate’s Statement: I first became 
active in the Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion in 2014 during my second year in 
Philadelphia. Being new to both the 
legal profession and the city, I joined the 
Association to begin growing profes-
sional roots in Philadelphia.  While the 
Association has fulfilled this expectation, 
it has also served as a source of support 
and resources to develop my leadership 
skills and help service those in need of 
legal assistance. Serving on the Board of 

Governors would allow me to continue 
developing and effectuating the goals of 
the Association, as well as using my per-
sonal experiences to communicate the 
benefits of membership to other young 
lawyers in the area and expand young 
membership. 

francesca a. 
Iacovangelo 

Professional Background: associate, 
McCann & Wall, LLC; Villanova Uni-
versity Charles Widger School of Law.
Activities: member, Women in the 
Profession Committee; member, Federal 
Courts Committee; volunteer attorney, 
Young Lawyers Division Expungement 
Clinic, Legal Name Change Clinic; 
board member (2010-2016), member, 
Long Range Planning Committee, 
(2010 – 2015), Beccaria Award Com-
mittee, (2015-2016), chair, DiBona 
Comisky Award Committee, (2016 
– Present), Justinian Society of Phila-
delphia; board member, Villanova Law 
School Alumni Association (2010-pres-
ent); judge pro-tem, (2015-present), 
arbitrator (2014 – present), Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas; member, Law-
yers Club of Philadelphia; and member, 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association.
Candidate’s Statement: I am honored 
when my father refers to his youngest 
daughter as a “Philadelphia Lawyer.”  
We are a committed and caring group 
of attorneys who go above and beyond 
for our clients and our community.  I 
spent the early part of my career as a 
public defender focused on representing 
the less fortunate.  Membership on the 
Board of Governors would give me the 
opportunity to serve the community 
that I call home and to be a voice for 
all Philadelphia lawyers by supporting 
advancements in the legal profession 
and judicial system.  I respectfully ask 
for your vote.

nicholas s. Kamau 

Professional Background: divisional 
deputy city solicitor, City of Philadel-
phia Law Department; Howard Univer-
sity School of Law.
Activities: vice chair, Government and 
Public Service Lawyers Committee; 
chair, City of Philadelphia Law Depart-
ment Public Service Committee. 
Candidate’s Statement: “The purpose 
of life is to be useful, to be honorable, to 

be compassionate, to have it make some 
difference that you have lived and lived 
well.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson.  Having 
dedicated my career to public service 
I seek to live my life by these words.  
Membership on the Board of Governors 
would give me the opportunity to focus 
my service on improvement of the As-
sociation, its members, and the greater 

Philadelphia legal community.  As a 
leader in the public sector, I will bring 
the under-represented perspective from 
government and public service attorneys 
to the Board of Governors.  My leader-
ship roles have given me the ability to 
engage various stakeholders, listen to 
differing perspective, and advocate for 

Bar to Elect Officers, Board Members
The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Annual Election of officers and 
members of the Board of Governors will be conducted in 2017 via online ballot. 
Officers to be elected are vice chancellor, secretary, treasurer, assistant secretary, 
assistant treasurer and five members of the Board of Governors for three-year 
terms.

According to Article IV, Section 406, Paragraph B, “The election shall be con-
ducted electronically over the Internet pursuant to procedures established by the 
Board to preserve the confidentiality of the Member’s vote and the integrity of the 
voting process. The position of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by 
lot. The drawing of lots shall be conducted by the Judge of Elections not less than 
25 days before the commencement of voting in the presence of the nominees and/
or their representatives. The form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board.”

Members will receive their ballots in an email on Monday, Nov. 20 with 
instructions. Online voting will end on Tuesday, Dec. 5 at 5:30 p.m.

Vice Chancellor
Hon. A. Michael Snyder (Ret.)
Secretary
Marc J. Zucker
Treasurer
Regina M. Foley
Assistant Secretary
Jennifer S. Coatsworth
Erin E. Lamb
Assistant Treasurer
Natalie Klyashtorny
Matthew S. Olesh

Board of Governors (elect five)
Benjamin R. Barnett 
Meghan E. Claiborne 
Francesca A. Iacovangelo 
Nicholas S. Kamau 
P. Douglas Sisk 
Michael T. van der Veen 

Candidates for Office

6 Candidates Seek 5 Seats on Board

ClaiborneBarnett

Kamau

Iacovangelo

Sisk van der Veen

continued on page 15
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collective resolutions.  I would be hon-
ored to advocate for the interests of the 
members of the Association by serving 
on the Board of Governors.   

P. Douglas sisk

Professional Background: mediator/
arbitrator, ADR Options; law profes-
sor, Temple University Beasley School 
of Law; Temple University Beasley 
School of Law.
Activities: member, Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution, Appellate Courts and 
Federal Courts Committees; member, 
Pennsylvania Joint House & Senate 
Alternate Dispute Resolution Com-
mittee; member, Delaware County Bar 

Association; church attorney, diocesan 
counsel in clergy discipline matters and 
vice-chair of Commission on Clergy 
Compensation and Employee Benefits, 
Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania; and 
board member and president, Helen 
Kate Furness Free Library. 
Candidate’s Statement: My fortunate 
career paths in the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals and Superior Court of Pennsyl-
vania, as well as my service as a public 
and private arbitrator and mediator, 
reflect my belief in due process, fun-
damental fairness, and access to justice 
for all persons.  I believe in the majesty 
of our legal system, but am acutely 
aware of its failings.  We share a duty 
to improve our system of justice.  The 
Philadelphia Bar Association, from 
colonial times to the present, has been 
and is a beacon of due process and fair-

ness in this Nation.  If I am elected, I 
will be proud and dedicated to serve on 
the Board of Governors.

Michael t. 
van der Veen  

Professional Background: partner, 
Law Offices of Michael T. van der 
Veen; Quinnipiac University School of 
Law; LLM, Temple University Beasley 
School of Law.
Activities: former chairman, American 
Diabetes Association, Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Chapter; former board 
member, Montgomery School; board 
member, Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association; board member, Washing-
ton Square West Civic Association; 
member Legislative Liaison Commit-
tee; member, Pennsylvania Association 

for Justice; member, American Asso-
ciation for Justice; member, Christian 
Legal Clinic of Philadelphia; CLE 
panelist, Pennsylvania Bar Institute. 
Candidate’s Statement: Fundamen-
tally, it is our duty as lawyers to give 
our time and intellect to the overall 
health and growth of our profession. 
The Philadelphia Bar Association is 
the pulse and conscience of our legal 
community and the most impactful 
professional organization on the issues 
of law and society. The practice of law 
is a vocation for me and the experi-
ence I gained from leadership positions 
and from running a law practice may 
aid the collective efforts of the Board 
of Governors and the Association. It 
would be an honor and privilege to 
serve on the Board of Governors.

10 Seek 7 Seats on YLD Executive Committee 
Jessica amoroso 

Professional Background: owner, 
Amoroso Law LLC; Widener Univer-
sity Delaware Law School.
Activities: member, Solo, Small and 
Mid-Size Firm Management Commit-
tee; member, Criminal Justice Section; 
volunteer attorney, Philadelphia VIP; 
volunteer attorney, Support Center for 
Child Advocates; volunteer, Wills for 
Heroes.
Candidate’s Statement: As a Philadel-
phia native, I am intimately attuned 
to the fundamental issues facing the 
community. My goal as an attorney 
is to achieve justice for underserved 
Philadelphia residents.  It would be a 
privilege to serve on the Young Law-
yers Division Executive Committee to 
formulate unique and efficient ways in 
which members can utilize their legal 
skills towards the betterment of soci-
ety. I would also work alongside fellow 
members to shed light upon the most 
pressing issues that new lawyers en-
counter, including unemployment and 
underemployment. In doing so, my goal 
is to facilitate collaboration between the 
YLD and other committees and local 
organizations to amplify employment 
opportunities and to achieve a com-
prehensive career mentoring system for 
YLD members.  Overall, my back-
ground and experience has prepared me 
to adequately serve in the best interests 
of the YLD and the Association.

Kevin P. Dermody

Professional Background: associate, 
Fox Rothschild LLP; University of 
Pennsylvania Law School.
Activities: volunteer attorney, Wills for 
Heroes Foundation; Big Brother, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Independence Re-
gion; president, Penn Law Philadelphia 
Alumni Association; member, Brehon 
Law Society; member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division; 
member, Pennsylvania Bar Association; 
member, University of Scranton Alumni 
Association; executive committee 
member, Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of 
Lackawanna County; Eagle Scout, Boy 
Scouts of America.
Candidate’s Statement: As young 
lawyers, we are uniquely situated with 
newly acquired skills to provide a 

meaningful impact on our community.  
My focus as an Executive Commit-
tee member of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division 
will be to increase participation among 
YLD members, in both the Association 
and our local community. I will work 
to accomplish this goal by promoting 
YLD interests within the Association 
and engaging with various community 
organizations in order to create addi-
tional opportunities for YLD members.  
Leadership and service to others have 
always been integral parts of my life and 
I hope to continue my dedication to 
servant leadership through the Executive 
Committee.  Please feel free to reach out 
to me with any questions or concerns at 
215-444-7159 or  
kdermody@foxrothschild.com. 

Jahlee Hatchett 

Professional Background: assistant 
district attorney; Philadelphia District 
Attorney’s Office; Widener University 
Delaware Law School.
Activities: coach, Drum Major for 
Justice Competition; mentor, Temple 
University Beasley School of Law; diver-
sity committee member, Philadelphia 
District Attorney’s Office; volunteer, 
Rep. Joanna McClinton’s annual Health 
& Wellness Summer Jam; executive 
board member, The Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia, Inc.
Candidate’s Statement: It would be a 
pleasure for me to serve as an Executive 
Committee member of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association's Young Lawyers Divi-
sion. This past year, I have grown deeply 

Board
continued from page 14
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committed to professional growth 
and giving back. Early in my career, I 
developed a routine of going to work 
and going home. My job became who 
I was. However, I realized that being 
an attorney should never define who 
you are, it is merely what you do. 
Eventually, I started getting involved in 
every activity and organization that I 
became aware of. I have taken on many 
different obligations in an attempt to 
give back to the legal community and 
the Philadelphia community at large. 
If selected to serve on the Executive 
Committee of the YLD, it will always 
be my goal to help young attorneys 
grow so that they never become just an 
attorney.

ernest D. Holtzheimer 

Professional Background: associ-
ate, Montgomery McCracken Walker 
& Rhoads LLP; Drexel University 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law.
Activities: member, Montgomery Mc-
Cracken Diversity Committee; liaison, 
Business Law Section, Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee; busi-
ness law fellow, ABA Business Law 
Section; vice president, Kline School 
of Law Alumni Council; planning 
committee member, ABA Business Bar 
Leaders Conference; volunteer attor-
ney, Philadelphia VIP.
Candidate’s Statement: I am run-
ning for the Young Lawyers Division 
Executive Committee to expand my 
role in serving Philadelphia’s network 
of young lawyers and law students. 
I originally joined the YLD as a law 
student and always knew I wanted to 
become a leader within the organiza-
tion. Over the course of the past year, 
I have served as the YLD Executive 
Committee’s liaison to the Business 
Law Section, organizing mentorship 
and CLE programs, as well as assist-
ing with growing the YLD Run Club. 
My experiences within the Association 
and ABA have provided me with a 
thorough understanding of the unique 
challenges faced by today’s young 
lawyers and law students. If elected to 
the YLD Executive Committee, I will 
strive to continue to create meaningful 
professional development opportuni-
ties for our members and to support 
positive change within our greater 
community. 

nicholas J. Hubner 

Professional Background: staff attor-
ney, Hausfeld LLP; Drexel University 
Thomas R. Kine School of Law.
Activities: former third circuit gover-
nor, Law Student Division, American 
Bar Association; former member, 
Student Bar Association.
Candidate’s Statement: I am some-
one who believes that a person should 
strive to leave something better than he 
found it. This sense of duty applies to 
membership on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion's Young Lawyers Division and I 
am confident that my prior leadership 
roles and experiences have given me 
the skills necessary to excel as a com-
mittee member. I have experience in 
bringing attorneys together throughout 
the tristate area and I believe I can 
help bring attorneys of the YLD even 
closer together if given the opportu-
nity. My commitment extends into 
the community as well and I believe 
Philadelphia's young attorneys can 
make enormous positive impact within 
our community when we are organized 
and working together. It would be an 
honor to represent you and serve as an 
Executive Committee member, and I 
look forward to helping create an even 
better organization.  

Joanna Klein 

Professional Background: divisional 
deputy city solicitor, Code Enforce-
ment Unit, City of Philadelphia Law 
Department; William & Mary School 
of Law.
Activities: state chair – Pennsylvania, 
2016 Daniel J. Curtin Young Public 
Lawyer Award recipient, Interna-
tional Municipal Lawyers Association; 
member, City of Philadelphia Law 
Department Professional Development 
Committee; secretary, board member, 
Jewish Social Action Policy Network; 
former president, former vice president 
of communications, board member, 
William & Mary Alumni Association 
Philadelphia Chapter; alumni ambassa-
dor, William & Mary School of Law.
Candidate’s Statement: I chose to 
attend William & Mary School of Law 
because of its emphasis on educating 
the “citizen lawyer.”  This principal 
embodies striving to be successful not 
only in your legal practice but also as 
a citizen and leader.  It is my belief 
one should always try to give back to 
their community whether it be global 
or local, personal or professional.  My 
experience and dedication would serve 

the Executive Committee well.  The 
opportunities afforded by the Commit-
tee are immensely important, especially 
for new attorneys as they begin and 
develop their careers. I look forward 
contributing to the execution and 
development of the Committee’s activi-
ties and events, if elected. It would be 
an honor to serve.

Matthew J. Meltzer 

Professional Background: associate, 
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP; Vander-
bilt University School of Law.
Activities: alumni advisor, undergrad-
uate fraternity, Swarthmore College; 
admissions interviewer, Vanderbilt 
University School of Law.
Candidate’s Statement:: I am running 
to join the Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion Young Lawyers Division Executive 
Committee to meet more young (ish) 
lawyers in our city and do my part to 
help our cohort get the most out of 
being Philadelphia lawyers. I have been 
active in community organizations in 
the past and have raised money for my 
undergraduate institution.  Aside from 
being an opportunity to give back, 
which is important, the prospect of be-
ing active in the YLD is exciting to me 
because it is a great way to get to know 
new people and learn new things. I 
would like the chance to become more 

involved with the Association gener-
ally, and think (or at least hope) I have 
something to offer. Also, I do not have 
any contacts in the Russian govern-
ment and have never used Twitter.

Jason W. Poore 

Professional Background: associate, 
White and Williams LLP; Temple 
University Beasley School of Law.
Activities: committee chair, Youth 
Court ad hoc committee, Young 
Lawyers Division Executive Com-
mittee; liaison, Medical-Legal Com-
mittee, Young Lawyers Division 
Executive Committee; board member, 
The Spruce Foundation; committee 
member, committee to organize Law-
yer in the Classroom program; court-
certified arbitrator, Philadelphia Court 
of Common Pleas; member, executive 
committee, Young Lawyer Member, 
Philadelphia Association of Defense 
Counsel.
Candidate’s Statement: I believe 
dedication to improving one’s commu-
nity is an inherent part of the practice 
of law.  I have consistently pursued my 
passions for justice and the Phila-
delphia community in various ways, 
including organizing get-out-the-vote 
campaigns and representing Philadel-
phia VIP clients. Two years ago, I start-

Candidates for YLD Exec. Committee
The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division Annual 
Election of Executive Committee members will be conducted via online ballot. 
This year, 10 candidates are seeking election to seven seats available on the YLD 
Executive Committee. Committee members serve three-year terms.

According to Article IV, Section 406, Paragraph B, “The election shall be con-
ducted electronically over the Internet pursuant to procedures established by the 
Board to preserve the confidentiality of the Member’s vote and the integrity of the 
voting process. The position of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by 
lot. The drawing of lots shall be conducted by the Judge of Elections not less than 
25 days before the commencement of voting in the presence of the nominees and/
or their representatives. The form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board.”

Members will receive their ballots in an email on Monday, Nov. 20 with 
instructions. Online voting will end on Tuesday, Dec. 5 at 5:30 p.m. Only mem-
bers in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers Division may cast votes 
in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division if (1) they have not yet 
reached or reached the age of 37, or (2) they have not yet reached or reached the 
third anniversary of their first admission to the bar of any state.

Jessica Amoroso
Kevin P. Dermody
Jahlee Hatchett 
Ernest D. Holtzheimer  
Nicholas J. Hubner 

Joanna Klein  
Matthew J. Meltzer 
Jason W. Poore  
Arly Smith-Pearson
Michael Wolfer 

Candidates for Office (elect seven)

YLD Executive
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ed an ad hoc Youth Court committee as 
part of my participation on the Young 
Lawyers Division Executive Committee. 
Youth Court is a student-run disciplin-
ary system for student offenders who 
incur minor school infractions. The 
goals of Youth Court include fostering 
a positive view of the justice system, 
changing the paradigm from punish-
ment to restorative justice and teaching 
students about the legal system.  I hope 
to earn an elected position on the YLD 
Executive Committee to continue my 
work with the Youth Courts and the 
Association.

arly smith-Pearson

Professional Background: staff at-
torney, U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit; Tulane University School 
of Law.
Activities: member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Public Interest Section 
Executive Committee; liaison, Pub-
lic Interest Section, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division 
Executive Committee; board observer, 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
of Philadelphia; tutor, Philadelphia 

Department of Prisons; volunteer in-
vestigator, Philadelphia Bar Association 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention; volunteer attorney, Philadel-
phia VIP; volunteer tutor, Supervision 
to Aid Reentry Program.
Candidate’s Statement: I have always 
been actively involved in my communi-
ties and believe in committing my time 
and energy to public service.  I origi-
nally joined the Young Lawyers Division 
as a way to meet people in the legal 
community because I am a Philadelphia 
transplant who moved to the area after 
law school. But the YLD has afforded 
me so much more than networking; 
it has provided me with outstanding 
volunteer and learning opportuni-
ties.  I believe my perspective will help 
the YLD reach other attorneys in the 
community who feel like outsiders and 
welcome them to this amazing organi-
zation.  I aspire to be a member of the 
YLD Executive Committee to continue 
the YLD’s commitment to service, in-
novation and camaraderie.

Michael Wolfer 

Professional Background: associate, 
Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig LLP; 
Rutgers School of Law – Camden.
Activities: volunteer attorney, Phila-
delphia VIP; Certified Civil Arbitrator, 
Philadelphia County Court of Common 

Pleas.
Candidate’s Statement: I am an associ-
ate attorney with the Philadelphia office 
of Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig LLP. 
Since joining the Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation, I have been inspired by those 
who have dedicated their time to serve 
the legal profession and to promote the 
interests of the general public. Their 
tireless effort has directly contributed to 
the positive impact that the Association 
has had on the city and its residents. As 
a resident myself, I have a personal stake 
in the continuation of that endeavor. 

My goal as a member of the Executive 
Committee would be to build upon the 
success of the Young Lawyers Division 
by expanding its involvement with small 
businesses, nonprofits and community 
leaders. I believe that increasing the 
presence of the YLD in the commu-
nity will make all lawyers aware of the 
important issues that we can directly 
impact.

YLD Executive
Committee
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WoMen In tHe ProfessIon CoMMIttee

Increase Emotional Quotient to Reach Super Success
n  By Lizzy Wingfield 

Many attorneys do not think of law as an 
emotional line of work. But Pamela Elaine Nichols, of 
Destined for Greatness Enterprises, Inc., said that the 
key to achieving “super success” in the legal profession, 
in addition to many other areas of an attorney’s life, is in 
increasing and utilizing emotional intelligence. Emo-
tional intelligence refers to the ability to know and man-
age emotions. As an attorney, it is helpful to understand 
your own than those of your client. The Philadelphia Bar 
Association's Women in the Profession Committee hosted 
Nichols to talk about how attorneys could be more suc-
cessful by increasing their emotional quotients, the metric 
by which emotional intelligence is measured, on Sept. 26. 

Nichols said that she advocates aiming for “super suc-
cess" because “success is the new mediocrity.” She used 
examples from her own life to illustrate this point. She 
said that she wanted to support her mother while her 
mother cared for her ill father, defining success as having 
her mother feel supported. However, she achieved super 
success when she utilized her emotional intelligence. She 

said she ensured that her mother felt supported, and in 
return her mother expressed deeper feelings of affection 
for Nichols than she had expressed in the past. 

Nichols pointed out that emotional intelligence also has 
tangible effects. On average, people with high EQ scores 

earn $29,000 a year more than their low-EQ-scoring 
counterparts. Sixty–80 percent of obstacles in organiza-
tions can be traced back to bad interpersonal relationships 
between employees. However, only 36 percent of people 
can identify their emotions as they happen. 

Nichols gave tips for how an attorney may increase 
her emotional intelligence and achieve super success. 
For example, Nichols said that when someone, such as 
a client, is expressing frustration with an attorney, the 
attorney’s first reaction might be to “react” or express 
defensiveness or irritation. Nichols suggested that an attor-
ney “respond” by saying “got it,” rather than “reacting,” to 
convey that the she heard the client’s complaints. Nich-
ols said that this strategy will change the energy of the 
conversation and allow the attorney to manage her client’s 
emotions so that the conversation will be more productive 
and advantageous for the attorney. 

 
Lizzy Wingfield (lwingfield@elc-pa.org) is a Stoneleigh Founda-
tion Emerging Leader Fellow at Education Law Center.

Jennifer S. Coatsworth, cochair, Women in the 
Profession Committee (right) with Pamela Elaine 
Nichols at the Committee's meeting on Sept. 26.
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Thank you for voting!

ballots will be emailed to all 
members in good standing 

on Monday, nov. 20. 

Check your inboxes!

#Philabarelection


