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On behalf of the 13,000 members of the Philadelphia Bar Association, I commend those
members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly who have renewed the call for strong,
positive action to curb the epidemic of youth violence in Philadelphia and other urban
areas of our Commonwealth. Before a bad situation becomes even worse, we need to take
concrete steps to restrict access to guns by our kids.

Everyone is familiar with the enormous human toll of the senseless murders and crippling
injuries inflicted by, and upon, our young people, mostly adolescent men. But it’s not just
the perpetrators, the victims and their families who are the casualties of this urban
warfare; it really is all of us. Our courts are congested, our prisons full and our social
service agencies taxed to the limit by a culture of violence that seems to be spinning even
further out of control. It’s time for the civic and political leadership of our city and state
to get beyond the hand-wringing and take action.

But Philadelphia can’t do it alone. That’s why we applaud the efforts of State Rep.
Dwight Evans and members from suburban districts of the Pennsylvania General
Assembly to convene a special legislative session to focus exclusively on the gun
violence issue. Certainly, the proposal to amend the state's authority over gun regulation
so that Philadelphia can be given more say over gun control in our own city is an idea
worthy of approval. It would provide a laboratory for evaluation of gun control measures
without imposing new rules on the rest of the state. Indeed, the same ability to take local
action to address gun violence should be extended to other communities grappling with
this frightening problem, so that we can share experiences and solutions with one
another. Is there a valid reason not to allow the enactment of such potentially beneficial
public safety measures?

The time has come to recognize that the plague of guns hurts everyone. The Brady Center
to Prevent Gun Violence recently revealed how Philadelphia-area gun dealer Lou’s
Jewelry and Loan “sold guns used in crime for over two decades, and repeatedly sold
guns to gun traffickers and their straw purchasers, yet its gun business was not shut down
by federal law enforcement authorities until this summer.” The ramifications of such gun
sales cannot be underestimated. For years, Lou's sold guns to gun traffickers and straw
purchasers, including Saad Abdul Salaam, who supplied a co-conspirator in the 1993
World Trade Center bombing. The lesson: uncontrolled access to guns is not just a
Philadelphia or Pittsburgh issue, but can harm us all.



The Philadelphia Bar Association supports a broad, multi-layered approach that is not
limited just to restricting access to guns. We also welcome proposals to create a low-
interest loan program for police agencies to purchase new equipment such as bullet-proof
vests, and providing money for competitive grants that would enable police departments
to add patrol officers. Other ideas also may come out of the special legislative session,
and we look forward to hearing of new, constructive suggestions to deal with this crisis.
But after consideration of the alternatives, we must act.

This issue is not about anybody's right to hunt. It’s about stemming the tide of gun
violence that is literally killing our urban neighbors. It’s about saving innocent lives. It’s
about saving our cities. We welcome the special day-long session to address crime on
September 26th, and stand ready to support the initiatives we hope will arise from this
important session of the General Assembly.


