
Philadelphia Bar Association 
Board of Governors Meeting 

November 30, 2021 
This was a hybrid meeting held at the Philadelphia Bar Associations’ Offices with some 

Board members participating virtually via Ring Central 

Chair Riley Ross called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. Chancellor Lauren McKenna then 
provided a toast to the meeting being the first in-person Board meeting since February 2020. She 
then turned the meeting over to Chair Ross who also welcomed the members of the Board.  

The Board considered the minutes from the October 28, 2021, Board meeting and a motion to 
approve the minutes was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 

Next, the Board received the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending October 31, 2021. Treasurer 
Matthew S. Olesh provided the report. He told the Board that while the projected revenue is behind 
budget it is trending in the right direction and is now only approximately $106,000 below budget. 
He told the Board that on a monthly basis, revenues for membership dues, LRIS, CLE, and 
classified ads each exceeded projections. Treasurer Olesh told the Board that the Association has 
been able to realize significant cost savings and that overall expenses are below budget by 
approximately $279,000. He told the Board that, including the funds from the PPP loans, the 
Association is ahead of budget by $890,255.  

There was a brief discussion about the format of the Treasurer’s written report and Chief Financial 
Officer/Director of Administration Susan Knight will follow-up on that issue. A motion to approve 
the Treasurer’s report was then made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

Next, Chair Ross reminded the Board members to complete the Pro Bono Certification and 
Diversity and Inclusion Action Plan Checklist if they have not already done so and to provide the 
completed forms to Assistant Secretary Michael van der Veen.  

The Board next received a presentation from Susan Pearlstein of Philadelphia Legal Assistance, 
the Vice Chair of the Family Law Section, regarding her recent testimony before the Pennsylvania 
House Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Family Law. Pearlstein told the Board that her 
testimony concerned Senate Bill 78 (also known as Kayden’s Law) and she provided the Board 
with background information regarding the bill and referenced her written testimony which was 
distributed to the Board members in advance of the meeting, along with the Resolution passed by 
the Board on March 25, 2021, which voiced the Association’s opposition to the bill. Pearlstine told 
the Board that she provided the House Subcommittee with practical information about proceedings 
and the need for additional resources in Family Court, particularly the need for supervised 
visitation and exchange centers in Philadelphia. Pearlstine stated that others appearing before the 
House Subcommittee, including three judges, also voiced opposition to the bill. 

There was a brief discussion about the alternatives offered in the Board’s Resolution. Pearlstine 
told the Board that she does not believe that the legislature will simply remove the presumption 
portion of the bill but that the legislature may be willing to convene a task force to study the issues, 
as she suggested to the House Subcommittee, or that the legislature may start over with a new bill. 
Director of Public and Legal Services, Charlie Klitsch, shared with the Board that Anthony Crisci, 
the Association’s state lobbyist, expressed his thanks for Vice Chair Pearlstine’s testimony before 



the Subcommittee and that he received positive feedback from Subcommittee members about the 
information and perspective she provided to the House Subcommittee. 

Next, Chancellor McKenna provided the Board with an update on the Association’s ongoing 
elections. She told the Board about an issue with the outside vendor handling the electronic ballots 
which initially resulted in a few members inadvertently submitting two ballots. She described for 
the Board the steps that were taken to remedy the issue and to ensure it would not be repeated. 
Chancellor McKenna told the Board that all candidates were invited to a meeting to inform them 
of the issue and that there are no unresolved concerns on the part of any of the candidates. 
Chancellor McKenna told the Board that the Judge of Elections, Rudy Garcia, continues to receive 
daily reports of the ballots casted and that that information would be made available to the 
candidates upon request. She stated that she is confident that the issue was effectively addressed 
and that all can be confident in the outcomes. Both candidates for Vice Chancellor, Katayun Jaffari 
and Assistant Treasurer Jennifer Coatsworth were present for Chancellor McKenna’s update and 
did not have express any questions or concerns. A brief discussion was had about potential changes 
to the election process and no action was taken by the Board. 

Executive Director Harvey Hurdle, Jr. then provided the Board with an update on the budget 
process. He told the Board about a change being considered to the investment policy to create for 
the first time a reserve of funds and that such change would be addressed with the Finance 
Committee. The Board is scheduled to meet to discuss the 2022 budget on December 16, 2021. 

Executive Director Hurdle also provided the Board with his report. He told the Board about the 
membership database conversion and the Associations’ re-branding process, both of which are 
expected to be rolled out in February 2022. 

Next the Board heard from Assistant Treasurer Coatsworth regarding her Board commitments. 
She told the Board that she has committed to sponsoring five law students; to liking, retweeting, 
and sharing the Association’s social media posts; to attending quarterly and annual meetings; to 
collaborating with different Sections to plan and present a CLE program; and to utilizing a member 
benefit partner. 

Chair Ross then solicited any announcements from Association staff present and Director of 
Continuing Legal Education Tara Phoenix reminded the Board that we are in the last CLE 
compliance period of the year and that live CLE programs will end by December 21st. She told the 
Board that no other CLE provider is conducting as many live CLE webcasts as the Association. 
The Board thanked Director of Continuing Legal Education Phoenix for her work 

Chancellor McKenna made the following announcements:  

̵ She told the Board that the Association’s strategic planning process is well underway, that 
a core team has been established and interviews for others have begun. 

̵ She encouraged the Board members to complete the diversity, equity and inclusion survey, 
if they have not already done so. 

̵ She reminded the Board that the Annual Meeting will be held on December 13th and that 
the results of the Association’s elections will be announced at the end of the meeting. 



̵ She commented about a recent article in The Philadelphia Inquirer about Diversity Chair 
Reginald Shuford’s ancestry search to identify his father. Diversity Chair Shuford thanked 
Chancellor McKenna for her remarks. 

̵ Chancellor McKenna acknowledged the work of the Association’s staff throughout the 
pandemic and the Board members provided those staff members present with a standing 
ovation.  

Chair Ross reminded the Board about several section holiday parties coming up and it was shared 
with the Board that Treasurer Olesh will be receiving the F. Sean Peretta Service Award at the 
YLD Annual Awards, Vice Chair Kristine Calalang will be receiving the Herbert R. Weiman Sr. 
& Jr. Award at the Family Law Section Annual Dinner, and that the Association’s Public Interest 
Coordinator, Merril Zebe, will be receiving the Bending of the Arc Award at the Public Interest 
30th Anniversary Celebration. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Stackow 
Secretary 

 

Board of Governors Attendance 
November 30, 2021 

 
 
Voting members present:
Lauren P. McKenna 
Wesley R. Payne, IV 
Marc J. Zucker 
Michael J. Stackow  
Michael T. van der Veen 
Matthew S. Olesh 
Jennifer S. Coatsworth 
Riley Ross 
Kristine L. Calalang 
Diane Penneys Edelman 
Bethany R. Nikitenko 
Wendi Barish 
Erin Lamb 
Craig R. Levin 

Melanie J. Foreman 
Damaris L. Garcia 
Angella Middleton 
Ernest Holtzheimer 
Maureen Farrell  
Denise Mandi 
Arly Smith-Pearson 
Marissa B. Bluestine 
James R. Malone, Jr. 
Mark Mazzanti 
Eileen G. Murphy 
Reginald T. Shuford 
Hon. A. Michael Snyder 

 
Absent: 

Lawrence Felzer 
Dino Privitera 
P. Douglas Sisk 

Neelima Vanguri 
Andre J. Webb 
Nipun J. Patel 



Scott S. Small 
Ying Zhou 
Lauren Banton 
Joyce C. Sun 

P. Michael Jones 
Jordan Strokovsky 
Nicholas S. Kamau 

 
Non-voting members present: 
Lawrence J. Beaser 
Abraham C. Reich 

Harvey Hurdle 

 
Absent: 
 
Meredith S. Auten 
Butler Buchanan, III 
 
Invited guests present: 
Louis S. Rulli 



  

 
 


