
Philadelphia Bar Association 
Board of Governors Meeting 

October 28, 2021 
Meeting held via Zoom 

Chair Riley Ross called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. and turned the meeting over to Chancellor 
Lauren McKenna who welcomed guests Professor Hyungkwan Park, Professor Felice Piemontese, 
and Kathleen Wilkinson, President of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, to the meeting. 

President Wilkinson provided the Board with comments related to the long-standing relationship 
between the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Philadelphia Bar Association and how valuable 
that relationship is to both Associations. President Wilkinson specifically recognized Chancellor 
McKenna for convening monthly meetings of past Chancellors of the Association.  

Both Chancellor McKenna and Chair Ross thanked President Wilkinson for her work. Access to 
Justice Advisor Louis Rulli commended both President Wilkinson and Chancellor McKenna on 
their leadership on the recent issue with ADR in landlord-tenant court. 

Board Member Diane Penneys Edelman introduced Professors Hyungkwan Park and Felice 
Piemontese. She told the Board that they are continuing their research on various aspects of 
criminal law at Villanova University’s Charles Widger School of Law this academic year. Board 
Member Edelman invited Board members to connect with the Professors and/or connect them with 
any practitioners who are involved with the areas the Professors are researching.  

The Board next considered the minutes from the September 28, 2021, Board meeting and a motion 
to approve the minutes was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 

Next, the Board received the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending September 30, 2021. 
Assistant Treasurer Jen Coatsworth provided the report. She told the Board that projected revenue 
is behind budget by approximately $126,000 – that collections on membership dues are behind by 
approximately $75,000; LRIS revenue is behind by approximately $77,000; and CLE revenue is 
behind by approximately $24,000. Assistant Treasurer Coatsworth noted that the free CLE 
member benefit has caused CLE revenue to be lower than budgeted but that attendance at 
Association CLE programs has actually been higher than expected. She also told the Board that 
membership dues revenue will increase in October because the Association recently received 
payment on an outstanding invoice from a large firm. Assistant Treasurer Coatsworth stated that a 
$15,000 profit from the Bench-Bar Conference and higher than anticipated revenue from classified 
ads helped offset the revenue reductions. 

Assistant Treasurer Coatsworth told the Board that expenses are under budget by approximately 
$181,000, due primarily to the Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC), and that the Association 
is eligible to receive another ERTC for the 4th Quarter of 2021. She stated that overall the 
Association is ahead of budget by approximately $56,000, not including the additional revenue of 
approximately $717,000 from the PPP loans.  

The Board did not have any questions for Assistant Treasurer Coatsworth. A motion to approve 
the Treasurer’s report was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

The Board next considered a Resolution in Support of Senate Bill 835, Printer’s No. 1029, which 
would establish parole for incarcerated individuals who are aged or suffering from debilitating or 



terminal illnesses. This resolution was sponsored by the Criminal Justice Section and Aaron 
Finestone provided the Board with information about the resolution. Finestone also told the Board 
about the problems with the current parole procedures for aging or seriously ill individuals and 
that Senate Bill 835 will address these problems. A motion to adopt the Resolution was made and 
seconded. Counsel to the Board, Lawrence Beaser suggested some technical amendments which 
were accepted by Finestone. The motion to adopt the Resolution passed unanimously without 
further discussion. 

The Board next heard from YLD Chair-Elect P. Michael Jones, a homeownership attorney at 
Philadelphia VIP, regarding a resolution supporting proposed Philadelphia City Council bill 
210671, amending Title 9 of the Philadelphia Code, entitled “Regulation of Business, Trades and 
Professions,” by adding a new chapter requiring businesses or professions to provide disclosures 
regarding tangled titles. The Resolution was sponsored by the Delivery of Legal Services 
Committee. A discussion ensued regarding tangled titles and how they prevent homeowners from 
accessing the benefits they are entitled to, such as home improvement grants. A motion to adopt 
the Resolution was made and seconded. The motion was passed; Tax Section Chair James Malone 
abstained from the vote. 

Director of Continuing Legal Education Tara D. Phoenix next provided the Board with information 
on the Barristers’ Association’s Amber Racine Annual Turkey Drive and asked the Board 
members to consider contributing to the Drive. Director of Continuing Legal Education Phoenix 
expressed her hope for the success of the Drive in the first year it is named after Past Chair Amber 
Racine. Executive Director Harvey Hurdle added that the Association will be sponsoring the event 
and encouraged individual Board members to donate as well.  

Next, Executive Director Hurdle provided his report. He told the Board that, due in part to the 
contested election, there has been an increase in revenue from membership dues. Executive 
Director Hurdle and Chief Financial Officer Susan Knight told the Board that the Association 
received total forgiveness for both of the PPP loans. Executive Director Hurdle thanked and 
congratulated Chief Financial Officer Knight for her work related to the forgiveness of the PPP 
loans. 

Executive Director Harvey also told the Board that the meeting of the National Association of Bar 
Executives, which the Association recently hosted, went well and expressed his hope to have an 
in-person Board meeting in November. Additionally, he stated that the Bench Bar Conference was 
a pleasant surprise from a financial perspective and thanked the Association staff for their efforts 
to make it such a success. 

Executive Director Harvey also told the Board that the Association has reached an agreement with 
Temple University School of Law for an institutional partnership, an arrangement that will bring 
350 to 400 students to the Association as members. He said that he will be meeting with YLD 
Chair Andre Webb and YLD Chair-Elect Jones to plan programming for law students. 

Next, Chair Ross asked members of the Board to present their Board Commitments. YLD Chair-
Elect Jones told the Board that he committed to getting two non-members to join and has recruited 
many others to become members and encouraged them to join the Executive Committee of the 
YLD; he committed to like, retweet, and share the Association’s social media posts; to write an 
article for the Bar Reporter; and to bring a member to an event they usually do not attend. 



Next, Co-Chair of Criminal Justice Section Marissa Bluestine told the Board about her 
commitments, including that she has recruited at least three non-members to join the Association 
and she thanked Chancellor McKenna for her help with the Covid-related issues affecting criminal 
law practitioners, efforts which Bluestine stated were instrumental in her recruitment efforts. 
Bluestine also told the Board that she committed to like, retweet, and share the Association’s social 
media posts; that she has written an article that she will submit; and that she also committed to 
encourage others to attend Association events they would not normally attend. 

Next, Chancellor McKenna made comments related to the challenges the Association faced during 
the pandemic, the ability of the organization to adjust its approach to new ways of conducting its 
business, and the opportunities found among those challenges, and she thanked the Board for all 
of its work and support these efforts. She also made the following announcements: 

̵ The Association will be celebrating Member Appreciation Week in November which will 
include an event at the City Winery venue. 

̵ The plan for the November Board meeting will be to hold it in-person and that a Zoom link 
will be provided to those who are unable or less comfortable attending in person. 

̵ Chancellor McKenna commented about recent Association events, including Business Law 
Section and Public Interest Law Section events. She thanked Director of Meetings and 
Special Events Tracey McCloskey for her efforts regarding these events.  

̵ The Annual Meeting is planned for an in-person event on December 13th with some 
changes to the traditional meeting format and that more details will be forthcoming in the 
upcoming weeks. 

̵ The Association has been advocating for the extension of the Eviction Diversion Program. 

̵ Chancellor McKenna commented about the upcoming judicial elections and commended 
the work of the Association’s Commission on Judicial Selection and Retention. She also 
commented about the upcoming elections for the Association and encouraged all Board 
members to attend the upcoming candidate forums. 

̵ The Association’s Take Action Philly initiative will be having a program tomorrow on the 
gun violence issue in Philadelphia. 

̵ Chancellor McKenna made comments about the new institutional memberships and 
thanked Manager of Member Services Andrea Morris-Tracey for her work in that effort. 

Chair Ross also encouraged all Board members to attend the upcoming candidate forums. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:58 p.m. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      Michael Stackow 
      Secretary 

 



Board of Governors Attendance 
October 28, 2021 

 
 
Voting members present: 
 
Lauren P. McKenna  
Wesley R. Payne, IV 
Marc J. Zucker  
Michael J. Stackow   
Jennifer S. Coatsworth  
Riley Ross  
Kristine L. Calalang  
Diane Penneys Edelman  
Lawrence S. Felzer  
Bethany R. Nikitenko  
Neelima Vanguri  
Erin Lamb  

Melanie J. Foreman  
Angella Middleton  
Scott S. Small  
Ying Zhou  
P. Michael Jones  
Ernest Holtzheimer  
Marissa Bluestine  
Arly Smith-Pearson  
James R. Malone, Jr.  
Hon. A. Michael Snyder  
Reginald T. Shuford 

 
Absent: 
 
Michael T. van der Veen  
Matthew S. Olesh  
Dino Privitera  
P. Douglas Sisk  
Craig R. Levin  
Nipun J. Patel  
Andre J. Webb  
Lauren Banton  

Damaris L. Garcia  
Denise M. Mandi  
Eileen G. Murphy  
Maureen Farrell  
Joyce C. Sun  
Jordan Strokovsky  
Mark Mazzanti  
Nicholas S. Kamau  

 
Non-voting members present: 
Lawrence J. Beaser Harvey Hurdle 
 
Absent: 
Meredith S. Auten 
Abraham C. Reich 

Butler Buchanan, III 

 
Invited guests present: 
Louis S. Rulli    
Albert S. Dandridge III



  

 
 


