
philadelphiabar.org May 2011    Philadelphia Bar Reporter    3

Rudolph Garcia, Chancellor of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association, has 
announced additional results of the As-
sociation’s investigation into the qualifi-
cations of candidates for the Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas and candidates 
for Philadelphia Municipal Court in the 
May 17 primary election. The investiga-
tion was conducted by the Association’s 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention.

Garcia noted that the list of “Recom-
mended” and “Not Recommended” 
candidates announced April 26 includes 
additional names of candidates whose 
investigations were completed since the 
original list of ratings was released by 
the Bar Association on April 4. The list 
announced April 26 also removes the 
names of previously rated candidates who 
have withdrawn from the ballot since 
April 4. The ratings provide the results 
for candidates who are on the ballot who 
submitted to the Association’s evaluation 

process by the Bar’s announced deadline 
of Dec. 8, 2010.

“We invite people to learn about these 
candidate ratings by visiting our website 
at www.philadelphiabar.org,” Garcia said. 
The Chancellor pointed out that the As-
sociation’s Campaign for Qualified Judges 
has launched a banner that appears on the 
homepage of the Association’s website.  
The banner contains a link to print the 
candidates’ ratings so voters can bring the 
list to the polls. Garcia said the Associa-
tion wants voters to know “not just who 
to vote for but why the judicial elections 
are so important and why we invest so 
much time and energy in reviewing and 
rating these candidates.  This is the one 
place for voters to find a thorough, non-
partisan, objective rating of the candi-
dates.”

The Commission on Judicial Selec-
tion and Retention is independent and 
non-partisan.  It includes lawyers and 
non-lawyers.  Among the members of the 

Commission are community leaders, offi-
cials including the Chief Public Defender, 
City Solicitor, and the President Judges 
of Common Pleas Court and Municipal 
Court, and representatives of minority 
legal groups and various sections of the 
Bar. 

The ratings by the 30-member Judicial 
Commission follow extensive study and 
investigation by the Commission’s own 
120-member investigative division, which 
includes 30 non-lawyer members.  Can-
didates found “Recommended” satisfied 
a cumulative review of criteria including 
qualifications such as legal ability, experi-
ence, integrity, temperament, community 
involvement and judgment. Complete 
details can be found at www.philadelphia-
bar.org.

“The Commission will complete more 
than 40 evaluations of candidates for the 
11 open seats on Common Pleas Court 
and Municipal Court,” said Commission 

The phrase “equal justice under law” is 
literally etched in stone over the entrance 
to the Supreme Court building in our 
nation’s capital. Indeed, our entire govern-
ment depends on the rule of law, which 
presumes that everyone has equal access 
to justice. But for many, that fundamen-
tal tenet of our society is nothing more 
than a fanciful myth.

According to a recent report by the 
Legal Services Corporation, there are 
6,415 low-income people in this country 
per legal aid attorney. That is 15 times as 
many as the number of other people per 
private attorney. Despite their best efforts, 
legal aid organizations are often forced to 
turn away at least as many people as they 
serve.

We all know that unrepresented parties 
do not fare as well in court as those with 
lawyers. The reasons are obvious. At-
torneys know how to navigate the system 
and effectively advocate their positions. 
Pro se litigants do not. As a result, those 
who can afford attorneys have a signifi-
cant advantage over those who cannot, 
even when the court does what it can to 
level the playing field. 

The Supreme Court acknowledged 
that disparity almost 50 years ago when 

it held in Gideon v. 
Wainwright, 372 U.S. 
335 (1963), that crimi-
nal defendants have a 
constitutional right to an 
attorney. 

With very limited 
exceptions, however, 
no such right has been 
recognized in civil cases. 
For example, a single 
mother has a right to an 
attorney when facing 
30 days probation, but no right to an 
attorney when facing the loss of her home 
or loss of her child’s custody. 

This is why our Bar has been work-
ing to establish a civil version of Gideon, 
which would provide a right to counsel 
in adversarial proceedings where basic 
human needs are at stake. 

In 2009, our Civil Gideon Task Force 
was formed under the leadership of 
Chancellor Sayde Ladov. After several 
months of diligent work, its Preliminary 
Report, Findings and Recommendations 
were adopted by our Board of Governors. 
The report endorsed the development of 
pilot projects in the defense of eviction 
and mortgage foreclosure proceedings, 

and in child custody 
cases. It also advocated 
the development of an 
education and commu-
nications plan to inform 
the legal community 
and the public about the 
critical need for counsel 
in such cases.

The current co-chairs 
of our task force are two 
of the most prominent 
members of our public 

interest community, Catherine C. Carr 
and Joseph A. Sullivan. In addition, the 
task force members include an all-star cast 
of dedicated lawyers and judges. They are 
continuing to work on pilot projects and 
communications, and are monitoring 
similar efforts in other states. 

One state that has made significant 
progress is New York, largely because its 
highest judicial officer has championed 
the cause. In Chief Judge Jonathan 
Lippman’s view, ”No issue is more 
fundamental to our courts’ constitutional 
mandate of providing equal justice under 
the law than ensuring adequate legal 
representation.” Chief Judge Lippman 
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Tell Us  
What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporter 
welcomes letters to the editors for 
publication. Letters should be typed. 
There is no word limit, but editors 
reserve the right to condense for 
clarity, style and space considerations. 
Letters must be signed  to verify 
authorship, but names will be withheld 
upon request. Letters may be mailed, 
faxed or e-mailed to: Jeff Lyons, Senior 
Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 
1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadel-
phia,  PA 19107-2955. Phone:  (215) 
238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: 
reporter@philabar.org.
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Chair Richard S. Seidel. “That is an enor-
mous undertaking involving many hundreds 
of interviews by the investigative division and 
careful review, consideration and deliberation 
by the Commission.” 

The following judicial candidates, listed 
alphabetically, were found “RECOM-
MENDED” for election to the Court of 
Common Pleas:

Drew Aldinger
Giovanni O. Campbell
Anne Marie B. Coyle
Charles Ehrlich
Michael Fanning
Angelo J. Foglietta
Vince Giusini
Roger F. Gordon,Jr.
Daine Grey Jr.
Jonathan Q. Irvine
Vincent L. Johnson
Sean Kennedy
Robert M. Kline
Sayde J. Ladov
Harry J. Levant
Christopher Mallios Jr.
Barbara A. McDermott
Maria McLaughlin
Carolyn H. Nichols
J. Scott O’Keefe

Joseph J. O’Neill
Kenneth J. Powell Jr.
Fran Shields
Joseph C. Waters Jr.
Edward C. Wright
The following judicial candidates, listed al-

phabetically, were found “RECOMMEND-
ED” for election to Municipal Court:

Derrick W. Coker
Vincent L. Johnson
The following judicial candidates, listed 

alphabetically, were found “NOT RECOM-
MENDED” for election to the Court of 
Common Pleas:

Kenneth Citrino
Jim Divergilis
Tom Fitzpatrick
Beverly Muldrow
Meredith Seigle-DiClaudio
Lopez T. Thompson
Ted J. Vigilante
Nycole Watson
The following judicial candidates, listed 

alphabetically, were found “NOT REC-
OMMENDED” for election to Municipal 
Court:

Kenneth Citrino 
Martin S. Coleman
Meredith Seigle-DiClaudio 
Anita Smith
Nycole Watson

bar leaders Welcome new citizens

Vice Chancellor Kathleen D. Wilkinson (left photo) addresses new citizens at a March 24 naturaliza-
tion ceremony presided over by U.S. District Court Judge Joel H. Slomsky. Philadelphia Bar Founda-
tion President Wendy Beetlestone (center) and Young Lawyers Division Treasurer Aneesh A. Mehta 
(right) spoke at an April 14 ceremony with U.S. District Court Judge Gene E. K. Pratter presiding. 
Both events were sponsored by the Philadelphia Bar Association.

formed a task force and scheduled 
public hearings on the unmet need 
for counsel in civil cases. He then 
proposed a $100 million increase 
in state funding for lawyers who 
represent the poor in civil cases that 
deal with “the essentials of life,” such 
as housing (eviction and mortgage 
foreclosure) and family matters (do-
mestic violence, children, and family 
stability). 

The $100 million increase was to 
be phased in over four years, starting 
with $25 million this year. That level 
of funding is now in doubt because 
a recent budget agreement slashed 
$170 million from the court’s fund-
ing for 2011. Chief Judge Lippman 
has still pledged to do his best, say-
ing, “I will do everything I can pos-
sibly do to support civil legal services 
in the state, subject to the resources 
when balanced with our responsi-
bility to keep our courtrooms and 
courthouses open to all.”

Such funding for Civil Gideon 
in Pennsylvania may sound like a 
pipe dream in the current economic 
climate, but it might actually save 

the government much more than 
it would cost, by reducing the need 
for social services. Chief Judge 
Lippman’s task force concluded that 
New York receives nearly a 5-to-1 re-
turn on every dollar spent to support 
organizations that provide civil legal 
services. A similar study in Texas 
found that for every dollar the state 
spends for indigent civil legal ser-
vices, the overall annual gains to the 
economy are $7.42 in total spend-
ing, $3.56 in gross output and $2.20 
in personal income. With returns 
like that, even fiscal conservatives 
might find Civil Gideon appealing.

If you would like to hear more 
about Chief Judge Lippman’s per-
spective on these issues, please join 
us on June 27 at our next Quarterly 
Meeting. He has graciously agreed to 
be our keynote speaker at that event.

And for more information gener-
ally, please visit our Civil Gideon 
Corner at www.philadelphiabar.org/
page/CivilGideon.

Rudolph Garcia (chancellor@philabar.
org), a partner with Buchanan Ingersoll 
& Rooney PC, is Chancellor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association.
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Philadelphia Phillies senior 
Vice President of Administra-
tion & Operations Michael 
Stiles will discuss his job with 
the team and other facets of the 
organization at a Thursday, May 
12 program presented by the 
Philadelphia Bar Academy.

Stiles, former U.S. Attorney 
for the Eastern District of Pennsyl-

vania as well a judge in the Phila-
delphia Court of Common Pleas, 
joined the Phillies in April 2001. 
He became senior vice president 
in February 2007. Stiles played a 
key role in the team’s move from 
Veterans Stadium to Citizens 
Bank Park. He also spent 12 
years in the Philadelphia District 

Attorney’s Office.

Learn first-hand about Phillies man-
agement’s perspectives on a team that 
has truly “broken through” to the big 
leagues, what it means for Philadelphia 
to win a major championship, legal and 
public relations issues from today’s head-

lines, and more! This unique event will 
feature a special video presentation and 
ballpark-inspired treats. All registrants will 
automatically be entered into a drawing 
to participate in an private VIP tour of 
Citizens Bank Park on June 22.

Bar	Academy	to	Present	Phillies	VP	Michael	Stiles	May	12

Stiles

WebCheck Visit philadelphiabar.org to 
register for this Philadelphia Bar 
Academy program.


