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Celebrating 40 Years of Service to the LegalCommunity.

Pratt to Outline His Agenda for 2008
as He Becomes Bar’s 81st Chancellor 

continued on page 19

Chancellor’s Reception
Wednesday, Jan. 9 at the Park 
Hyatt at the Bellevue. Page 3.

continued on page 19

n By Mark A. Tarasiewicz

For A. Michael Pratt, the pride that 
comes with being a Philadelphia lawyer means 
having the opportunity to make a difference in 
the lives of others. As the 
fourth of 12 children, Pratt 
learned about the impor-
tance of giving back from 
his greatest role model – his 
mother.

The incoming Chancel-
lor points to the constant encouragement and 
strong values taught to him by his mother, Joan 
– particularly the value of education – as integral 
to helping him along his journey from rural 
Grindstone, Pa., to the ivy-covered halls of Har-
vard Law School and large-firm practice.

Growing up in a series of Western Pennsylva-
nia towns, Pratt learned at a young age how to 
adapt to new circumstances and seek out new 
opportunities. Always an eager learner who loved 
to impress teachers and excel in the classroom, he 

became a star athlete at Uniontown High School.
Pratt excelled as an all-star basketball and foot-

ball player, and his scholastic abilities paved the 
way for him to become a first-generation college 
attendee at Washington & Jefferson College. “I 

look back upon my school 
days, and I’m overwhelmed 
and inspired by the level 
of time and interest others 
took in me,” Pratt said.  
“The fact is, they didn’t have 
to do it.”

His acceptance into Harvard was one of his 
mother’s proudest moments, and a life-changing 
event for Pratt. He was surrounded not only by a 
number of very accomplished African-American 
students, but also talented students from every 
walk of life.

While at Harvard, Pratt participated in four 
summer law firm programs, and later clerked for 
U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Nathaniel R. Jones.  
“The experience I gained was nothing less than 

n By Jeff Lyons

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Ralph J. Cappy, Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas Judge Sandra 
Mazer Moss and former Chancellor 
Abraham C. Reich will receive three of 
the Association’s most prestigious hon-
ors at the Annual Meeting Luncheon on 
Tuesday, Dec. 4.

Chief Justice Cappy will receive the 

Association’s Bar Medal, presented 
at the discretion of the Chancellor in 
recognition of extraordinary service. It is 
reserved only for the highest accomplish-
ments and most impressive achieve-
ments.

Judge Moss will be presented with the 
Justice William J. Brennan Jr. Distin-
guished Jurist Award and Reich will 
receive the Wachovia Fidelity Award.

“Chief Justice Cappy energetically 

and effectively unified and modernized 
the judicial system in the Common-
wealth, ensuring access to justice for 
thousands of Pennsylvanians. Because of 
his exceptional leadership, the Pennsyl-
vania courts are poised for even more 
enhancements in the years to come,” 
said Chancellor Jane Leslie Dalton.

Chief Justice Cappy is a 1968 
graduate of the University of Pittsburgh 

Three to Receive Top Bar Honors Dec. 4
A. Michael Pratt
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“GASP...”
(We’ll take your breath away.)

PHASE II NOW AVAILABLE. PRICING FROM $1 MILLION.

ONLY THREE BALCONIES REMAINING!

It’s different up here.  50 S. 16TH STREET |  57TH FLOOR |  PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102  |  TWOLIBERTY.COM

You won’t believe your eyes. Then you will. Then you’ll realize you’ve 

never seen anything like this before. Then you’ll want to live here.

CALL FOR A PRIVATE APPOINTMENT AT 215.568.1577.

BAR_REPORTER_ad_release  10/16/07  3:29 PM  Page 1
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As I look back on this past year 
as Chancellor, I am amazed at how 
quickly it has passed. It has been a busy 
and productive time. 

This year, there were many 
new beginnings in our city and in 
our commonwealth. But the election of a 
new Philadelphia mayor brings into sharp 
focus the challenges we face in the days 
ahead as we confront critical issues, such 
as gun violence, school funding and tax 
reform.

I’m proud that, this year, the Phila-
delphia Bar Association has been at the 
forefront of the most vital issues facing 
our city and our profession. I know that 
under the leadership of incoming Chan-
cellor A. Michael Pratt, we will continue 
to build strong bridges to the leaders of 
our city and do our part to provide equal 
access to justice for our citizens.

From around the world to across our 
city’s neighborhoods, this year we’ve 
reached out to improve the city’s business 
climate, bring lawyers together and help 
those who need our help the most.

We traveled to Israel, where we 
explored the formation of an exchange 
program with the Israel Bar Association. 
Since then a committee has continued 
to define and refine the program with 
the Israel Bar. Under this plan, Israeli 
attorneys who have completed law school 
and a one-year preceptorship would come 
to Philadelphia and work in our city’s law 
firms for three months or more. Recent 
law school graduates from Philadelphia 

would go to Israel and work in an Israeli 
law firm for a similar time.

Your Bar Association has a similar 
program with the Lyon Bar Association 
in France. We recently hosted a delega-
tion of attorneys from 
Nepal, who expressed 
an interest in form-
ing a relationship with 
our Association. These 
relationships can help 
attract business to our 
legal community and to 
the city as a whole.

We also focused 
public attention on the 
importance of judicial 
independence this year. 
I’ve written opinion 
pieces for major newspapers and made a 
number of television and radio appear-
ances explaining the importance of fair 
and impartial courts and discussing the 
work of our Commission on Judicial 

Selection and Retention to educate the 
public about our nonpartisan ratings of 
the local judicial candidates and judges 
and the importance of electing qualified 
judges. The freedom we enjoy as Ameri-

cans depends, above 
all, on our courts.  Fair, 
impartial, diligent and 
competent judges are 
essential for all of us.

Additionally, your As-
sociation offered to serve 
as a broker in selecting a 
location for a new Fam-
ily Court complex. The 
current facilities are in-
adequate on many levels 
and the court desper-
ately needs a new facility. 

We’ve worked with former Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Schultz 
Newman and current Justice Ronald Cas-
tille to identify problems at the Family 
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Tell Us  
What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporter 
welcomes letters to the editors for 
publication. Letters should be typed. 
There is no word limit, but editors 
reserve the right to condense for 
clarity, style and space consider-
ations. Letters must be signed  to 
verify authorship, but names will be 
withheld upon request. Letters may 
be mailed, faxed or e-mailed to: Jeff 
Lyons, Senior Managing Editor, Phila-
delphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia 
Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 
11th floor, Philadelphia,  Pa. 19107-
2955. Phone:  (215) 238-6345. Fax: 
(215) 238-1159. E-mail: reporter@ 
philabar.org.

Attracting Business to Our City,
Profession Marks an Active Year

Frontline

By Jane Dalton

continued on page 21

Wish you had someone
to help resolve client
social services issues?

You’re probably an expert in a number 
of fields—but case management may not
be one of them. That’s why Intervention
Associates is here. Since 1986 we’ve 
been serving older adults, the chronically 
mentally ill, and physically disabled adults
and children by assisting with:

• Assessments
• Crisis Intervention
• Home or Facility Care
• Information/Referrals
• Advocacy

1777 Sentry Parkway West, Suite 210 Dublin Hall
Blue Bell, PA 19422
(610) 254-9001 • 1-800-254-9708

www.interventionassociates.org

Chancellor’s
Reception Jan. 9

All members of the legal commu-
nity are invited to attend a reception on 
Wednesday, Jan. 9 from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
honor of A. Michael Pratt, 81st Chancel-
lor of the Philadelphia Bar Association.

The Chancellor’s Reception will be 
held in the Grand Ballroom at the Park 
Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad 
and Walnut streets. No reservations are 
necessary.

This is the event at which even the 
city's busiest and most successful legal 
luminaries patiently wait in line to wish 
their leader and each other good luck in 
the year ahead.
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WebCheck
For the full text of the resolutions 
passed by the Board of Governors, 
visit philadelphiabar.org.

2008 Philadelphia Bar Association Budget
Sources of Funds
Membership Dues...................................................................................$2,247,042
Lawyer Referral Service.................................................................................335,000
Committee Programs......................................................................................16,500
Publications...................................................................................................335,000
Interest and Dividends....................................................................................70,000
Royalty Agreement........................................................................................435,000
Loss Control Royalty.....................................................................................120,000
Juristaff............................................................................................................38,333
Management Fee.............................................................................................10,000
Special Events................................................................................................237,500
YLD Program....................................................................................................8,000
Law Practice Management................................................................................1,200
Outside Groups...............................................................................................57,500
Other Income (including catering and reproduction costs)...........................98,000
Total Revenue..........................................................................................$4,009,075

Application of Funds
Lawyer Referral................................................................................................71,730
Committee Activities.......................................................................................42,000
Meeting Services and Special Events.............................................................382,810
Communications............................................................................................24,325
Affiliate Programs (VIP and DLSC).............................................................140,000
Legal Services.....................................................................................................6,900
Law Practice Management.................................................................................1,800
Publications.....................................................................................................28,878
Member Services.............................................................................................91,592
Executive.......................................................................................................206,882
Finance and Administration..........................................................................213,003
YLD Program..................................................................................................48,000
Overhead.......................................................................................................322,170
Total Program Services.........................................................................1,580,089

Support Services
Employee Salaries.......................................................................................1,502,914
LRIS Salaries..................................................................................................223,308
Employee Benefits.........................................................................................571,430
LRIS Benefits...................................................................................................64,709
Stationery, Postage and Office Expense...........................................................65,545
Total Support Services..........................................................................2,428,906

Total Exepenses....................................................................................4,008,995
Change in Net Assets.......................................................................................$81

833 Chestnut East, Suite 1220
Philadelphia, PA

215.574.1505
www.jenkinslaw.org

We save you time and money!

If it’s published, printed, posted, recorded or videotaped,
Jenkins can get it for you!

Our website puts information at your fingertips!
We give you remote access to Lexis!+

and much more!

Become a member for only $125*
Visit join.jenkinslaw.org for details

+Available to firms with less than 10 attorneys
*All attorneys in a firm must join. Expires December 31, 2008

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY / ETHICS MATTERS



James C. Schwartzman, Esq.


1818 Market Street, 29th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 751-2863

Dana Pirone Garrity, Esq.


board of governors

$4 Million Budget Includes
New Diversity Staff Position
n By Jeff Lyons

The Board of Governors has ap-
proved a $4 million budget for 2008, 
which includes the creation of a new 
staff position of director of the office for 
diversity.

“This is a person who is going to help 
us better diversify the Bar association. 
This person will give us ideas and have 
the expertise that we don’t have,” Chan-
cellor-Elect A. Michael Pratt told the 
Board at its Oct. 25 meeting.

“The responsibilities that this person 
will have will probably be as wide-ranging 
than any other similarly named position 
in the country,” said Executive Director 
Kenneth Shear. “We’re anticipating a 
tremendous opportunity for study for in-
volvement with the community, involve-
ment with our lawyers and firms and to 
really get out and show the commitment 
of this association to have as diverse an 
organized bar as we can possibly have. 
This is going to be a very exciting project 
for us.”

“This is a person who is going to sup-
port the work of our Minorities in the 
Profession Committee, our Women in 
the Profession Committee and our other 
diversity committees.” Pratt said. “We of-

ten hear from our membership that they 
don’t know where these diverse people 
are or how to recruit and retain. This 
person is going to help. He or she will be 
a resource for our membership,” he said.

Pratt called the 2008 budget a con-
servative one. It represents a 5.4 percent 
increase over the 2007 budget.

“One of things the Bar has been work-
ing on for years is ways to rely less on 
membership dues and more on non-dues 
revenue sources. We are budgeting an 
increase in revenue for our lawyer referral 
service, our publications and royalty 
agreements, which is a sizeable increase,” 
Pratt said.

In other action, the Board unani-
mously approved a resolution for the As-
sociation to join the New York City Bar 
Association in an amicus brief challeng-
ing the federal government’s warrantless 
surveillance program.

The Board also approved a resolu-
tion from the Delivery of Legal Services 
Committee to restore taxpayer standing 
to challenge administrative decisions in 
Philadelphia.

Resolutions that approved the Law 
Practice Management vendor proce-
dure and application as well as technical 
amendments to the Association’s pension 
plan were also passed.
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The Philadelphia Bar Association 
is seeking a Director of the Office for 
Diversity. The Office for Diversity is 
created to work with legal employers to 
foster more diverse work environments.  
The Office also serves as a resource for in-
dividuals seeking to advance and develop 
their careers.

The Office for Diversity provides 
infrastructure, strategic leadership, coor-
dination, and continuity to the diversity 
efforts of the various association commit-
tees, departments, and external efforts. 
The Director of the Office for Diversity 
will provide the vision, leadership and 
support for developing and implement-
ing programs and practices to encourage 
diversity in the Philadelphia legal com-
munity.
Responsibilities

• Disseminate information about the 
Statement of Diversity Principles and 
obtain additional corporate and law firm 
signatories of the Statement;

• Collect data, analyze, ensure data 
accuracy, and report on the progress of 
the Philadelphia community in achieving 
diversity goals through studies and other 
means;

• Collect and disseminate information 
about evolving best practices aimed at 
recruitment, retention and promotion of 
a diverse and inclusive legal environment 
across demographic groups;

• Provide signatories with concrete 
support to build and maintain success-
ful diversity efforts delivered in hands-
on regular working sessions, targeted 
roundtables with diversity professionals, 
diversity chairs, managing partners, etc.;

• Communicate and publicize the ac-
tivities of the Office for Diversity through 
the Association Web site, media outreach, 
articles in the Association’s monthly news-
letter, and other sources.

• Foster community networking 
opportunities for people working on 
diversity issues across sectors in the legal 
profession;

• Provide over-the-shoulder guidance 
to legal employers across sectors;

• Support and coordinate Association 
committee activities and programs in the 
area of diversity;

• Plan and organize an annual diversity 
event; and

• Assist in developing financial support 
for the Office for Diversity.
Reporting Relationship

The Director of the Office for Diver-
sity will report to the Association’s Ex-
ecutive Director and work closely with 
the Association’s Chancellor and other 
Association committees involved in the 
diversity initiatives.
Qualifications

• Five-plus years experience develop-
ing and/or managing diversity programs, 
preferably in a professional services 
environment.

• Strong public speaking and written 
communication skills.

• Law, public policy, or other relevant 
graduate degree desirable.

• Strong commitment to diversity and 
inclusion.

Salary is negotiable.  Excellent benefits. 
To apply, please e-mail or mail a resume 
and cover letter to:

Kenneth Shear
Executive Director
Philadelphia Bar Association

1101 Market St.
11th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107
kshear@philabar.org
The Philadelphia Bar Association is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.  Minori-
ties are encouraged to apply.  Application 
deadline: Dec. 15, 2007.

Association Seeks Director of Office for Diversity

DECEMBER
CLE COURSES

The CLE
Conference Center
Wanamaker Building
10th Floor, Ste.1010

Federal Courthouse
Ceremonial
Courtroom
601 Market Street

Green Federal
Office Building
601 Market Street
Conference Room A

Pennsylvania
Convention Center
12th & Arch Streets

National
Constitution Center
525 Arch Street
Independence Mall

Dec. 3 Representing a Special Needs Client in Family Law Cases • The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 4 Cross Examination at the Movies • The CLE Conference Center

The Law of Guns in Pennsylvania • The CLE Conference Center
Ethical Challenges of Insurance Defense Counsel • The CLE Conference Center
Biomechanics of Injury • The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 5 Public Interest Law Day • The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 5 & 6 11th Annual Real Estate Institute • Pennsylvania Convention Center
Dec. 6 Handling Business Litigation on the Philadelphia Commerce Case Management

Program • The CLE Conference Center
Pennsylvania’s New Assisted Living Legislation • The CLE Conference Center
Social Security Appeals • Green Federal Office Building

Dec. 7 Anatomy for Lawyers • The CLE Conference Center
Writing to Win: Essentials of Writing for Trial and Appellate Litigators
The CLE Conference Center
Litigating Employment Discrimination Cases • Federal Courthouse Ceremonial Courtroom

Dec. 10 Arbitration Practice in Philadelphia County: A Survivor’s Guide
The CLE Conference Center
E-Commerce: Legal and Practical Issues • The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 11 Getting Paid in PA: Basic Wage and Hour Law • The CLE Conference Center
Representing Non-English Speaking Clients • The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 12 Building Families: Assisted Reproductive Technology in PA • The CLE Conference Center
Life Transition Issues • The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 13 6th Annual Law of Historic Preservation • National Constitution Center
Current Issues in Medical Malpractice • The CLE Conference Center
Banking Law Update • The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 14 Handling the Workers’ Comp Case • The CLE Conference Center
Murray on Contracts: Litigating the Contract Dispute and Drafting Contracts to Avoid
Litigation • Live Satellite - The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 18 Navigating Through the Maze: Helping Real Estate Clients Steer Through the City of
Philadelphia’s Approval Process • The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 19 Linking Technology to Victory: The Art of Preparing, Settling, and Trying Cases
in the Digital Age • The CLE Conference Center

Dec. 20 Ethics Potpourri — Robert Coles and a Lawyer’s Pursuit of Professionalism • Collecting
and Enforcing Judgments in Pennsylvania • PBA Professionalism Committee Update
• Bates at 30: Three Decades of Lawyer Advertising Ethics • Civil Gideon: Developing
a Right to Counsel in Civil Matters • Ethics Jeopardy • The CLE Conference Center
Successful Lawyer, Bar President and Bipolar  •  The CLE Conference Center

Call PBI Customer
Service at

1-800-247-4724
to register for a course or

for more information.
Or, go to

www.pbi.org.
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state civil litigation section

n By Kathryn C. Harr

The importance of cooperation 
between the bench and the bar cannot 
be overestimated, Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court Justice James J. Fitzgerald III told 
members of the State Civil Litigation 
Section at the Section’s Quarterly Meet-
ing on Nov. 7.

“I came from a system where I ben-
efited from your cooperation and input,” 
said Justice Fitzgerald, who has been on 
the high court for nine months.

Remarking on his affinity for the Phila-
delphia Bar, Justice Fitzgerald recounted 
his history in the city, through 12 years in 
the District Attorney’s office, then as chief 
counsel to the Pennsylvania Liquor Con-
trol Board. He also worked at Marshall, 
Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Goggin, 
litigating asbestos cases before becoming 
executive vice president for governmental 
affairs at the Philadelphia Chamber of 
Commerce. His service on the bench 
began in 1989 in the Philadelphia Court 
of Common Pleas. He was nominated to 
the Supreme Court earlier this year.  

Emphasizing the importance of pre-
serving judicial independence, Justice 
Fitzgerald described the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Judicial Independence, 
formed in 2005 by the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court, as a combination think 
tank and voice of the judicial branch 
“with the goal of raising public awareness 
of the role and importance of a strong 
independent judiciary and a democratic 
system of government.” He noted that 

Justice Ronald D. Castille, soon to be 
named chief justice, exemplified the 
concept judicial independence through 
consistently ruling on the basis of law 
rather than public opinion.

Other important initiatives, such as the 
creation of specialized courts for driving 
under the influence and mental health 
issues, have improved judicial efficiency, 
Justice Fitzgerald explained. Based on the 
intercept model, mental health courts op-
erate on the premise that individuals di-

agnosed with mental 
health issues should 
receive treatment at 
the earliest stage of 
identification. Using 
this model, Allegheny 
County courts have 
realized a savings of 
$2.3 million last year by reducing the 
number of incarcerated prisoners and the 
rate of recidivism.

Justice Fitzgerald also praised recent 
amendments to appellate procedural rules 
that work to allow more litigants their 
day in court. By way of example, he cited 
amendments to Rule of Appellate Proce-
dure 1925, which now allows appellants 
more time to file the statement of errors 
complained of on appeal.

Reflecting his appreciation for the 
Pennsylvania and Philadelphia court sys-
tems, Justice Fitzgerald recited impressive 
statistics. In 2006, the Court of Common 

Pleas disposed of 
more than 15,000 
post-indictment 
felony criminal cases 
and 42,099 civil ac-
tions. In the same 
year, the Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court 

considered 2,219 petitions for allowance 
of appeal and 282 appeals, 23 of which 
were death penalty cases.  

Justice Fitzgerald noted that the court 
currently has no backlog and that he does 
not expect any cases to be carried over 
from the November session into 2008. “It 
is my fondest hope that you can say, ‘I am 
glad Jim Fitzgerald was a Supreme Court 
justice,’” he closed.

Kathryn C. Harr, an associate with Trujillo 
Rodriguez & Richards, LLC, is an associate 
editor of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

Fitzgerald Stresses Bench-Bar Cooperation
Podcast

Spotlight
Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this meeting.

“I came from a system where I 
benefited from your cooperation and 
input,” Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
Justice James J. Fitzgerald III told 
members of the State Civil Litigation 
Section.

■ Mediator
Approved United States District Court for 
 the Western District of Pennsylvania 
Completed National Judicial College 
 Civil Mediation training

■ Arbitrator
Member of American Arbitration  
 Association Panel of Arbitrators
Member of International Institute for 
 Conflict Prevention and Resolution
Panel of Arbitrators

■ Appeals
Review briefs and conduct mock  
 oral argument

Judge Joseph A. Del Sole (Ret.)
Former President Judge of the Superior Court and Judge of the Court of  
Common Pleas offers these services throughout Pennsylvania.

�e Waterfront Building
200 First Avenue 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222

Phone: 412-261-2393
Fax: 412-261-2110

Email: jdelsole@dscslaw.com

“Of Counsel” Del Sole Cavanaugh Stroyd LLC

What’s Your Favorite Holiday 
Movie of All Time?

according to...

“I always thought Alastair Sim played the best Scrooge. Not a year 
goes by that I don’t watch it.”

- Daniel V. DiLoretto

“We always watch ‘Christmas Vacation.’ It’s a family tradition. We 
watch it a couple of weeks before Christmas and the whole family 
has to be there. ”

- Stephanie Schlegel

“ ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ is always a classic. It’s also on 100 times 
every year between Thanksgiving and Christmas.”

- Jeffrey D. Laudenbach

SchlegelDiLoretto Laudenbach
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Congratulations to our friend and partner

2008 Chancellor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association

A. Michael Pratt

www.pepperlaw.com
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n By Brian K. Sims

On his first visit to Philadelphia in more than 
nine years, Prince Zeid Bin Raad, Jordanian ambas-
sador to the United States, spoke openly to a group of 
Bar Association leaders about the International Crimi-
nal Court, the U.S.-led Middle East peace efforts with 
Israel and Palestine and perceptions of the United States 
abroad.

Prince Zeid was traveling from a speech the night 
before at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh and 
was prompted to make his Nov. 8 visit to Philadelphia by 
Chancellor Jane Dalton and attorney Oliver Franklin.

Asked about what information the Middle Eastern 
press covers that is relatively unknown or widely ignored 
by the American media, Prince Zeid paid particular at-
tention to the United States’ veto powers as a permanent 
member of the United Nations Security Counsel.

“The United States has exercised 10 vetoes on Arab 
resolutions since 2000,” said Prince Zeid, “Despite its 
ability to offer counter resolutions or to work with Arab 
nations to better tailor resolutions that are more accept-
able to the United States, it has simply exercised its veto 
powers.”

“The Arab press has given wide coverage to U.S. vetoes 
but the U.S. press pays very little attention to their use or 
the political reaction in Arab nations.”

With regard to attempts by Secretary of State Condo-
leeza Rice to negotiate a peace accord between Israel and 

Palestine, the Ambassador said that success in the region 
is something that needs to be tied to all nations in the 
Middle East. 

He urged those countries involved in the effort to keep 
in mind that both Israel and Palestine will each suffer 
losses and make gains in any successful peace strategy but 
ultimately, a lasting peace is a success for the region.

Prince Zeid, a one-time candidate for Secretary Gen-
eral of the United Nations, also spoke about the Inter-
national Criminal Court in The Hague and his role in 
drafting its founding statute in the mid-1990s as Jordan’s 
ambassador to the U.N.

“No matter how remarkable our achievements in 
literature, science, and technology,” said Prince Zeid, 
“every now and then, we are faced with the atrociousness 

of human nature.”
With more than 100 member nations, he was quick to 

point out the global support of the ICC’s charge, despite 
the absence of U.S. support. The court, charged with 
enforcing a number of criminal actions on the interna-
tional stage including genocide and war crimes, has been 
successful in Darfur, Uganda and the Congo. Consisting 
of 18 judges elected for nine-year terms from the mem-
ber nations, the court makes allowances for domestic 
prosecution of international crimes only if it believes that 
such prosecution is conducted properly and effectively. 

“There is no parallel in human history for the inter-
national effort put forth in the International Criminal 
Court,” said Prince Zeid. “Every citizen of the signatory 
nations falls under its jurisdiction, from civilians, to the 
military, to political leaders.” 

Ending with several stories about his time in Wash-
ington, D.C., Prince Zeid said that being in the cradle of 
American democracy is interesting because all too often, 
everyone is talking but no one appears to be talking to 
each other.

“No matter who you go see, Republicans or Demo-
crats, it can sometimes be difficult because of the squab-
bling,” said Prince Zeid. “There are too many important 
issues that need to be resolved, and these issues take 
patience and cooperation.”

Brian K. Sims is an associate editor of the Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter.

Ambassador Offers Foreign View of U.S.

Prince Zeid Bin Raad of Jordan meets with Bar As-
sociation leaders on Nov. 8 as Enid Adler looks on.
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civil rights committee

OVER 90% OF LAW FIRMS 
REPORTED TAPES BREAKING 
DOWN OCCASIONALLY OR 
FREQUENTLY, IMPACTING 
THE PRODUCTIVITY OF THEIR 
ATTORNEYS AND SECRETARIES*

60,000 attorneys worldwide no longer 
have this problem. The BigHand3 
Digital Dictation system makes your 
daily workload easier to manage 
and protects work already drafted. 
The software is now used by over 
450 fi rms worldwide.

WWW.BIGHAND.COM

BigHand Digital Dictation 
supplied by Graffen Business Systems
email: sales@graffen.com
tel: 610.825.3737

*Based on results received from a survey sent to 100 law fi rms.

n By Michael J. Carroll

The abuses and flaws in the adminis-
tration of the death penalty in Pennsylva-
nia have been noted time and time again, 
yet the problems persist, the director of 
the Capital Habeas Unit of the Philadel- 
phia Federal Defender’s Office told the 
Civil Rights Committee on Nov. 1.

Robert Dunham told the committee 
Pennsylvania has the fourth-largest death 
row population in the United States and 
the largest in the Northeast. Pennsylvania 
complies with only nine of the 73 pro-
tocols of the American Bar Association’s 
Death Penalty Assessment Team and is 
one of two states that provide no state 
funding for death penalty defense. Each 
county is responsible for funding the 
defense of indigent defendants. Local 
budgets and politics affect the degree and 
quality of support for the defense.

Dunham said Pennsylvania comes up 
short in crucial areas. Among them are 
not fairly adjudicating whether a defen-
dant is mentally retarded and therefore 
ineligible for the death penalty; failing to 
seriously examine, let alone address why 

death row is grossly disproportionately 
made up of racial and ethnic minorities; 
allowing juries to impose the death pen-
alty without knowledge that the alterna-
tive is a life sentence without possibility 
of parole - knowledge that has proven to 
be a very significant factor in substantially 
reducing death sentences in other states; 
and failing to adequately provide for 
DNA and other procedures that could 
show a defendant to be actually innocent.

Dunham mentioned “beyond a reason-
able doubt” and made the simple point 
that reasonable doubt is defined as giving 
a reasonable person pause before proceed-
ing. The report with the serious problems 
and shortfalls noted should at the very 
least be grounds for a pause - a morato-
rium - on the death penalty, he said.

Dunham has spent much of his career 
advocating for those on death row. He has 
attacked abuses for years. He did not say 
it directly but inevitably transmitted the 
question: “Is anybody listening?”

Michael J. Carroll, an attorney with Com-
munity Legal Services, is co-chair of the Civil 
Rights Committee.

Death Penalty Stats Assailed
celebrating legends

Chancellor Jane Dalton is joined by Ian M. Comisky (top left) and Ralph G. 
Wellington as the Association celebrated its latest “Legends of the Bar” on 
Oct. 23 at Loews Philadelphia Hotel. Wellington and Comisky spoke about 
the newest Legends. Below (from left) Rosemary Pinto,  Lillian Pinto and 
Jim Strazzella enjoy the reception, attended by more than 100 people.
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EAST FALLS MANAYUNK

Luxury Apartment Homes
New Construction

• Direct access garage • Coffered ceilings & wood flooring
• 10’ ceiling with bay windows • Wine racks & plant shelves
• Business center • Pool/Fitness center

4055 Ridge Avenue • (215) 438-4888 • www.dobsonmillsapartments.com

NOW
LEASING!

 •
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supreme ct.
candidates
forum
 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court can-
didates (from left) Judges Michael 
Krancer, Maureen Lally-Green and 
Debra Todd participated in an Oct. 
24 Candidates Forum sponsored by 
the Philadelphia Bar Association and 
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts at 
Bar Association headquarters. Judge 
Todd and Pennsylvania Superior 
Court Judge Seamus McCaffery were 
elected by voters on Nov. 6.

Nigro: Voters Follow Gender, Regional Patterns
n By Jeff Lyons

Voters in statewide judicial elec-
tions vote along gender and regional lines 
with political affiliation another conider-
ation, former Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court Justice Russell M. Nigro said at 
a Nov. 14 program analyzing the recent 
elections.

“I was somewhat surprised to see how 
extremely well Judge (Seamus) McCaffrey 
did,” Justice Nigro said. “Judge McCaf-
frey, as I understand it, spent a substantial 
amount of money in Western Pennsylva-
nia, which is exactly where he needed to 
spend it. That’s why he did as well as he 
did in Western Pennsylvania,” he said.

Voters don’t really know that much 
about the candidate’s qualifications and 
don’t care much about the qualifications, 
Justice Nigro said. “That’s sad, but that’s 
the way it is.”

“I thought Judge Maureen Lally Green 
and Judge Deborah Todd would repeat 
what happened six years ago when they 
were the two nominees from their respec-
tive parties for the Superior Court and 
Judge Schiller and Judge Klein were the 
two nominees coming out of the East. If 
you recall that election, in Western Penn-
sylvania they didn’t have any problem in 
crossing a party line and voting by gender 
and voting by region, to the detriment of 
the two males who were running out of 
the east,” he said.

“I anticipated the process would play 
itself out very similarly but to Judge 
McCaffrey’s credit, he worked extremely 
hard and raised a substantial amount of 

money and most importantly, he spent 
the money exactly the way he should have 
spent it,” Justice Nigro said, adding that 
80 percent of the votes in Pennsylvania 
come from just 20 counties.

“It’s so expensive to spend the money 
in the Philadelphia media market and 
you simply don’t get as much of a return 
for the money, because you’re spending 
it in South Jersey where nobody can vote 
for you,” he said. Judge McCaffrey won 
Allegheny County, which is virtually 
unheard of, Justice Nigro said, but he also 
won Cambria County and Washington 
County. “That’s something you just don’t 

see.”
Nigro said the political parties don’t 

play as great a role as they used to play 
when he ran for the first time 14 years 
ago. “They simply don’t have the organi-
zations. They don’t have the same impact 
on voters as they used to.”

When Nigro ran for Supreme Court 
in 1993 and 1995, he said his campaign 
strategist told him that the television 
money he spent would determine the 
outcome. “When you look at the Supe-
rior Court race, you’ll see the three win-
ners were three females and the winners 
came from Western Pennsylvania and 

they crossed over party lines. Christine 
Donohue was a Democrat and the other 
two (Cheryl L. Allen and Jackie Shogan) 
were Republicans. Justice McCaffrey was 
able to overcome some of those dynamics 
and was able to become the number one 
vote getter,” he said.

A candidate’s race, Justice Nigro said, 
hasn’t proven to matter as much as their 
gender or area of residency. “That’s just 
the way the dynamic plays out here. The 
numbers tell the story.”

“The voters don’t care, for the most 
part, if you’re qualified. I know that as a 
fact. When I campaigned, voters asked 
me the same questions over and over 
again. The only things I got asked about 
were the death penalty and if I was pro 
life or pro choice. It didn’t matter if I 
came from the best law school and gradu-
ated first in my class or I never went to 
class at all. It didn’t matter if I worked 
at the biggest firm or a little storefront. 
Nothing mattered to them, except for the 
fact that I was from Philadelphia. If I was 
in another part of the state, that was a big 
negative for me, and it took a lot of work 
to overcome that,” he said.

The program was sponsored by the 
Public Interest Section and the Appellate 
Courts Committee.

Podcast
Spotlight

Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this meeting.

Former Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Russell M. Nigro credited Judge 
Seamus McCaffrey’s Supreme Court election victory in part to McCaffrey’s deci-
sion on where to spend television advertising money.
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lawyerpalooza rocks the Yld
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YLD Update

Bloglink
Visit philawdelphia.wordpress.com 
to see what the Association’s young 
lawyers are saying.

By Alan NochumsonSince this is my last article as 
chair of our great Division, I wanted to 
express how proud I am of what we, as 
a Division, have accomplished over the 
past year.

During my “State of the YLD”, I cre-
ated three new programs for our Divi-
sion: a luncheon series titled 4L: Live, 
Life, Learn, and Law; Lawyerpalooza; and 
the Bar Fair.  With the assistance of our 
Executive Committee and other members 
of our Division, each of these programs 
was a smashing success.

During our luncheon series, we not 
only had thought-provoking discussions 
on how young lawyers can thrive in the 
workplace, but also on ways they can bet-
ter invest in their financial future.  

Lawyerpalooza exceeded my expecta-
tions. Almost 200 strong heard what 

Philadelphia attorneys 
have to offer besides 
the law. Even better, we 
received positive press 
coverage in The Philadel-
phia Inquirer and The City 
Paper, thus truly shedding 
us, as a profession, in a 
positive light.  

I am also proud of the 
Bar Fair, which took place 
in early November. Dur-
ing the Bar Fair, young 
lawyers were given the opportunity to 
see what the Bar Association has to offer 
besides our Division. All young lawyers 
eventually age out of the Division. It has 
been my goal this year to better inform 
young lawyers on how to remain active 
within the Bar Association after they are 

not “young” anymore. 
With that in mind, each 
of the sections of the Bar 
Association and members 
of the senior bar were rep-
resented at the Bar Fair, 
in order to make young 
lawyers more knowledge-
able about the opportuni-
ties for them within these 
sections.  

I would be remiss not 
to thank our Executive 

Committee for the hard work they per-
formed over the course of this year. They 
really drove the three programs I men-
tioned above, along with our signature 
events, such as Law School Outreach, 
The People’s Law School, Mock Trial 
Camp and Competition, Comedy Night, 

our monthly happy hours, Legaline, 
2020, and Harvest for the Homeless.

Thank you all again for giving me 
the chance to represent your interests in 
2007!

Alan Nochumson, the sole shareholder of No-
chumson P.C., is chair of the Young Lawyers 
Division. His e-mail address is anochumson@
nochumson.com.

A Full Year of Signature Events Winds Down

A Band Called M (top) performs at the 
Young Lawyers Division Lawyerpalooza 
event on Oct. 25 at Kildare’s Head-
house Square. Joe Schwartz (right) of 
Pray for Mojo belts out a tune. Nearly 
200 people turned out for the event. 
For more photos from Lawyerpalooza, 
visit philadelphiabar.org.

Public Interest
Law Day Dec. 5
The Association’s Public Interest 
Section will host its most ambitious Pub-
lic Interest Law Day yet on Wednesday, 
Dec. 5 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at The 
CLE Conference Center.

“We designed this program for public 
interest, pro bono and private prac-
titioners who are interested in learning 
more about public interest law and other 
timely issues affecting the pro bono com-
munity,” said Catherine C. Carr, chair of 
the Delivery of Legal Services Committee 
CLE Planning Committee and executive 
director of Community Legal Services.

Public Interest Law Day features a 
distinguished faculty of judges and public 
interest law experts and offers participants 
the choice of attending 11 different CLE 
sessions, for a total of 6 CLE credits. In 
all, seven substantive sessions and four 
ethics sessions will be offered.

The program opens with a panel dis-
cussion titled, “Tips from the Bench for 
the Public Interest Practitioner,” featuring 
the Judge Stephen Bosch, administrative 
law judge for the Social Security Admin-
istration; Judge M. Faith Angell, U.S. 
Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania; and Judge Flora Wolf 
of the Philadelphia Court of Common 
Pleas, Family Division.

Public Interest Law Day also will offer 
a workshop on recent Supreme Court 
decisions and a panel discussion that 

continued on page 23
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2007 bar elections

Scott F. Cooper, treasurer of the 
Association and a partner in the Labor 
and Employment Department at Blank 
Rome LLP, is the lone candidate for Vice 
Chancellor in this year’s Bar election.

The 1992 graduate of the Temple 
University Beasley School of Law is serv-
ing his second term as treasurer and is a 
member of the Cabinet and the Budget 
and Audit Committees. He has served 
two terms as assistant treasurer and was 
elected to the Board of Governors in 
1999.

He was co-chair of the Labor and Em-
ployment Law Committee from 2000 to 
2002 and was co-chair of the Chancellor’s 
Task Force on Legal Education from 
2002 to 2003.

He was elected to the Young Law-
yers Division Executive Committee 
and served from 1996 to 1998. He was 
financial secretary from 1996 to 1997 
and treasurer from 1997 to 1998. He is a 

member of the Philadelphia Bar Founda-
tion’s Andrew Hamilton Circle and was a 
member of the Charity Golf Committee 
in 1998, 2001 and 2007.

“This Association does so much for 
attorneys and our community but it can 
do so much more,” Cooper said.

“The Philadelphia Bar Association has 
been my single most important activity 
over the past 12 years, other than practic-
ing law and raising a family. I have been 
privileged to serve in elected and appoint-
ed positions ranging from the Cabinet 
to co-chairing committees. I understand 
the role our Bar Association plays at both 
the policy-making level and at the “heart 
of our Association” in our sections and 
committees. During my tenure, I have 
proudly held every position of fiduciary 
responsibility, including treasurer, as-
sistant treasurer, member of the Budget 
and Audit Committees, chairing the 
Audit Committee, treasurer of the Young 

Lawyers Division, and financial secretary 
of the YLD,” he said.

“My hope is that this experience will be 
invaluable to our Association as we face 
many policy and infrastructure changes 
in the next decade of the 21st century,” 
Cooper said.

He plans to refocus the Association’s 
resources on its members. This includes 
continuing practice support, convening 
a national conference in Philadelphia 
that will address quality-of-life issues for 
attorneys and other matters affecting the 
profession.

Cooper wants to maintain the 
Association’s historic and unwavering 
commitment to the independence of the 
judiciary, unfettered access to the courts, 
the work of the Association’s sections and 
committees and providing legal aid to the 
less fortunate.

He also plans to initiate programs to 
strengthen regional economic growth 

and opportunities in Philadelphia, and 
position the Bar Association for 2010 and 
beyond.

Cooper Unopposed for Vice Chancellor

Line Offices Uncontested in Association Election
This year, all candidates for Bar line 
offices are unopposed. The candidates 
are Kathleen D. Wilkinson, secretary; 
Jeffrey M. Lindy, treasurer; Sophia Lee, 
assistant secretary; and Joseph A. Prim 
Jr., assistant treasurer.

Wilkinson, a partner at Wilson, Elser, 
Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker, LLP, is a 
graduate of Villanova University School 
of Law and is a past president of the J. 
Willard O’Brien Inn of Court.

She is currently assistant secretary 
of the Association. She has served as a 
member of the Board of Governors from 
2000 to 2003. She was co-chair of the 
Women in the Profession Committee 
in 1998 and 1999. She is co-chair of the 
State Civil Litigation Section and served 
as the section’s secretary in 2005. She was 
co-chair of the State Civil Rules Commit-
tee in 2004. She was a member of the Ju-
dicial Selection Committee and co-chair 
of the Raising the Bar Campaign.

Wilkinson also participated in form-
ing, and then presenting on behalf of the 
Association, the first Ruth Bader Gins-
burg Legal Writing Competition Award 
in the presence of Justices Ginsburg and 
O’Connor in 2003. She continues to 
serve as co-chair of the committee.

In 2005, Wilkinson was appointed 
to the Rules of Evidence Commit-
tee of the Pennsylvania Supreme 

Court and to the Interbranch Com-
mission on Gender, Racial and Ethnic 
Fairness by Gov. Rendell. Wilkinson is an 
active member of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association and was honored for develop-
ment of programs for women attorneys. 
She is a member of the Forum of Execu-
tive Women.

Lee is a senior attorney with Sunoco 
and a graduate of the Temple University 
Beasley School of Law.

She was a member of the Young Law-
yers Division Executive Committee, the 
City Policy Committee and was a mem-
ber of the Judicial Selection Committee.

She has been a member of the execu-
tive committee of the Asian American 
Bar Association of the Delaware Valley 
since 2000, having served as president 
in 2006. She is co-chair of the Litigation 

Committee of the National Asian 
Pacific American Bar Association and is 
a member of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers. 

Lee is a former board member and 
president of AIDS Services in Asian 
Communities and has been board devel-
opment director for the Asian Arts Initia-
tive since 2002. She was a member of 
the executive board of the Cornell Club 
of Greater Philadelphia and a volunteer 
with the Cornell Alumni Ambassadors 
Admissions Network. She is a member of 
the advisory board of Pennsylvanians for 
Modern Courts.

Lindy, principal in the Law Offices of 
Jeffrey M. Lindy, is former chair of the 
Association’s Board of Governors. He cur-
rently serves as assistant treasurer and was 
a member of the Board of Governors in 

1997 and from 2000 to 2003. Lindy is 
a graduate of Temple University Beasley 
School of Law.

Lindy was co-chair of the Association’s 
Bench-Bar Conference in 2004 and has 
been a member of the Public Interest Sec-
tion, Bar Survey, Civil Rights, Member-
ship/Bar Placement and Nominating 
Committees.

Outside the Association, Lindy has 
served as president of the Bala Cynwyd 
Civic Association and serves on the 
Boards of the Union Fire Association 
(Lower Merion Township, Pa.), Philadel-
phia Research and Education Foundation 
and The Gateway School.

Prim is a partner with Duca and Prim 
and a graduate of the Boston University 
School of Law.

Wilkinson Lee Lindy Prim

Scott F. Cooper

continued on page 13
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Five Unopposed for Board of Governors
The five candidates seeking 
three-year terms on the Board of 
Governors are running unopposed. 
They are Michael Berkowitz, Karen 
Detamore, Maria A. Feeley, Jeffrey 
S. Gross and Richard S. Seidel.

Berkowitz is a partner with 
Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen & 
Pokotilow, Ltd. He is a graduate of 
Widener University School of Law.

Berkowitz serves on several bar 
association committees including the 
Intellectual Property Law Committee of 
the Business Law Section and the Israel 
Exchange Program Committee. He also 
serves as the co-director of the Philadel-
phia Bar Association Charity Run/Walk. 
Since 2005, he has served as the Chancel-
lor of the Louis D. Brandeis Law Society.

He is a member of the Historical 
Society of the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania and is a 
member of the Philadelphia Intellectual 
Property Law Association. 

Detamore is executive director of 
Friends of Farmworkers and a graduate 
of Rutgers University Camden School of 
Law.

She was the Public Interest Section 
representative to the Board of Governors 
in 2005 and 2006 and served as co-chair 
of the Committee on the Legal Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities in 2006 and 
2007. She was chair of the Public Interest 
Section in 2004 and was the section’s 
secretary in 2003. She has been a member 
of the section’s executive committee since 
1999. She was co-chair of the Committee 
on the Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay 
Men in 1999) and worked as a judge in 
the 2006 and 2007 Ruth Bader Gins-
burg Essay Contest. She is a member of 
Delivery of Legal Services Committee, 
Language Access Task Force, Civil Rights 
Committee, Bar-News Media Commit-
tee, Minorities in the Profession Commit-
tee, Women in the Profession Committee 
and the planning committee for 2007 
Bench-Bar Conference plenary session.

Detamore is president of the Pennsyl-
vania Project Directors Corporation and a 
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion Civil and Equal Rights Committee, 

Legal Services to the Public Committee 
and Agricultural Law Committee. She is 
a member of the Hispanic Bar Associa-
tion of Pennsylvania, Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia, Asian American Bar 
Association of the Delaware Valley and 
Brehon Law Society.

She is a member of the National Legal 
Aid and Defender Association and past 
chair of the Farmworker Law Section. She 
is past president of the Farmworker Proj-
ect Group and a member of the National 
Lawyers Guild and served as a member of 
the Pennsylvania Advisory Committee of 
the United States Commission on Civil 
Rights from 1997 to 2001.

Feeley is a partner with Pepper Hamil-
ton LLP and is a graduate of Washington 
and Lee University School of Law.

She is co-chair of the Women in the 
Profession Committee and heads the sub-
committee to address the retention and 
promotion of women attorneys. She cur-
rently serves on the Womens Way Young 
Womens Initiative Advisory Board. She 
provides pro bono legal services through 
the Philadelphia Volunteers for the 
Indigent Program. She has volunteered 
in the Attorney Mentoring Program, 
the Temple LEAP Program, the Legal 
Hotline Program, the Lawyer-for-a-Day 
Program, and Law Week, and she has 
served as a judge in the National Moot 
Court Competition. She has coached 
in the Philadelphia Reads Program and 
volunteered for the Philadelphia Depart-
ment of Education Career Day.

Feeley also is an adjunct professor at 
Rosemont College, where she teaches 
business law. She is a member of the 
American, Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Baltimore City Bar Associations, as well as 

the Lawyers’ Club of Philadelphia.
Gross is a partner with Batt & Gross.  

He served as a co-chair of the Workers’ 
Compensation Section in 2002 and on 
the Section’s Executive Committee for the 
past eight years.

Gross was awarded the Section’s 
Martha Hampton Award in 2003, in 
recognition of his strong advocacy and 
compassion for injured workers as well as 
his professional and community service.  
He also was recognized by Philadelphia 
magazine in 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 
as one of the area’s leading attorneys in 
workers’ compensation litigation. He has 
authored numerous articles involving 
workers’ compensation issues in several 
publications, including The Legal Intel-
ligencer and is a frequent lecturer on vari-
ous workers’ compensation issues.  Gross 
is a graduate of the Dickinson School of 
Law. 

Seidel is a partner with Seidel Weitz 
Garfinkle & Datz, LLC and a graduate of 
Temple University School of Law.

He served as an elected member of 
the Board of Governors from 2001 to 

2003 and was the liaison to the Board 
for the Legislative Liaison and State Civil 
Committees.

Seidel has held leadership roles with 
the Membership/Bar Placement Com-
mittee, Lawsuit Abuse Reform Act 
Subcommittee, the Inter-Professional 
Relation Subcommittee of the State Civil 
Committee, and was a founding officer 
of the State Civil Litigation Section and 
a member of its executive committee. He 
also has served as an investigator for the 
Judicial Selection Committee. 

Seidel serves as a judge pro tempore 
and as a neutral arbitrator for the Court 
of Common Pleas. He has served as a 
director of the Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association since 1997, and is a delegate 
with the Pennsylvania Bar Association 
House of Delegates. He has appeared 
as a lecturer with the Pennsylvania Bar 
Institute, the Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association and the Pennsylvania Trial 
Lawyers Association. He appears on the 
Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers and 
has been named a “Super Lawyer” by 
Philadelphia magazine.

Berkowitz Detamore Feeley Gross Seidel

Prim is currently co-chair of the Law 
Practice Management Division and 
served as the Workers’ Compensation 
Section representative to the Board of 
Governors in 2003. He was co-chair of 
the Solo and Small Firm Committee in 
2001, 2002 and 2004) and co-chair of 
the Workers’ Compensation Commit-
tee in 1994. He served as treasurer of the 
Workers’ Compensation Section (1996 
to present) and is a member, of the State 
Civil Litigation Committee, Workers’ 
Compensation Section and was a mem-
ber of the Strategic Planning Committee 
and the Long Range Planning/Finance 
Committee.

Outside the Association, he is a 
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion Civil Litigation Section, Workers’ 
Compensation Section and Solo and 
Small Firm Practice Section. He is a 
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-

tion House of Delegates and a member 
of the American Bar Association General 
Practice, Solo and Small Firm Section, 
Law Practice Management Section, 
Litigation Section. He is a member of the 
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Trial Law-
yers Associations and a charter member of 
Friends of the Justinian Society.

He is a supporter of the Boston 
University School of Law Public Interest 
Project and a member of the Brehon Law 
Society; The Lawyers Club of Phila-
delphia; Charter Member, John Peter 
Zenger Law Society; The Union League, 
Member, House Committee; Chair-
man of Fitness Center; Member Lincoln 
Table Management Committee; The 
Pennsylvania Society; The Philadelphia 
Zoo; Philadelphia Museum of Art; The 
Millay Club, Bishop Neumann High 
School Alumni Association; Volunteer, 
Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent 
Program; Smithsonian Associate; Patron, 
Riverbend; Lower Merion Conservancy; 
Bridlewild Trails; The Penn Club; The St. 
Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia.

Officers
continued from page 12

Notice of Election - Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2007 
Park Hyatt at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets

There being no opposition for the following offices, a unanimous ballot will be 
cast for these individuals who will be elected to the offices as noted: Vice Chan-
cellor, Scott F. Cooper; Secretary, Kathleen D. Wilkinson; Treasurer, Jeffrey M. 
Lindy; Assistant Secretary, Sophia Lee; Assistant Treasurer, Joseph A. Prim Jr.; 
and Michael J. Berkowitz, Karen Detamore, Maria A. Feely, Jeffrey S. Gross and 
Richard S. Seidel, Board of Governors.
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continued on page 15 

thomas d. bielli

Professional Background: Associate, 
Ciardi & Ciardi, P.C.; Widener Univer-
sity School of Law.
Activities: Member, Pennsylvania Bar 
Association, American Bar Association, 
American Bankruptcy Institute, The 
Justinian Society, Order Sons of Italy of 
America.
Candidate’s Statement: Real world 
experience prior to entering the legal pro-
fession will serve as a tremendous asset to 
the Young Lawyers Division Executive 
Committee. This real world experience, 
coupled with a desire to promote justice 
and improve our legal system, can be 
integral in propelling the YLD Executive 
Committee into the next decade. The 
YLD Executive Committee already orga-
nizes and oversees various public service 
and community educational projects. My 
drive, determination and grassroots style 
is valuable in continuing these and other 
worthwhile programs.

Joshua burg
Professional Background: Associate, 
Feldman & Pinto; Widener University 
School of Law.
Activities: Member, Pennsylvania Bar 
Association, American Bar Association, 
Association of Trial Lawyers of America, 
Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Association, 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association.
Candidate’s Statement: I am dedicated 
to fostering the growth of the Young 
Lawyers Division because I believe in it. I 
myself have benefited from the Bar Asso-
ciation’s programs and would be greatly 
honored to have the opportunity to serve 
the YLD through an Executive Com-
mittee position. I have enjoyed spending 
time volunteering for Philadelphia Bar 
Association service programs, such as 
appearing in more than a dozen custody 
and protection from abuse cases for the 
Women’s Rights Committee program 
and volunteering during Law Week. As 
a YLD Executive Committee member I 
will be devoted to encouraging the devel-
opment of new lawyers and improving 

the quality of our legal system.

danny cevallos
Professional Background: Principal, 
Law Offices of Daniel L. Cevallos, P.C.; 
University of Notre Dame Law School.
Activities: Member, Hispanic Bar Asso-
ciation; Board member, Latino Educa-
tion Fund, Board of Directors of the 
Center City Residents’ Association.
Candidate’s Statement: I think the 
YLD is a valuable part of the new at-
torney community. The experience of 
the new associate at a giant firm is very 
separate from the attorney who joins a 

solo practitioner right out of law school. 
Each could lend to the other’s experience, 
but they often don’t have the opportunity 
to make each other’s acquaintance. The 
YLD brings these attorneys together. 
Beyond that, the YLD is a great social 

and networking opportunity and an 
invaluable resource for meeting lawyers 
from all practices.

carolyn chopko
Professional Background: Associate, 
Feldman, Shepherd, Wohlgelernter, Tan-
ner and Weinstock; Villanova University 
School of Law.
Activities: Member, Pennsylvania Bar 
Association, Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association, Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers 
Association, Sigma Theta Nau National 
Nursing Honor Society.
Candidate’s Statement: During my 
time as an officer in the United States 
Navy, I developed an appreciation for 
both the responsibility that comes with 
leadership and the importance of service. 
This has continued with my involvement 
in the YLD.

I have participated in YLD programs 
such as Lawyer in the Classroom, Law 
Fair, Mock Trial Camp and volunteering 
at the Ronald McDonald House. My 
experiences with the YLD have motivated 
me to assume a leadership role with the 
YLD Executive Committee. In that 
capacity, I will work to advance the YLD’s 
mission in the legal community and com-
munity large.

Joan e. clarke
Professional Background: Associate, 
Miller, Alfano & Raspanti, PC; Vander-
bilt University School of Law.
Activities: Member, Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia, National Bar As-
sociation Women’s Lawyers Division.
Candidate’s Statement: As young law-

Nine Seek 7 Seats on YLD Executive Committee

Bielli Burg Cevallos

Chopko Clarke Goldman

Littman Vanderslice Williams

Election Notice

Candidates For YLD Executive Committee
Balloting for members of the Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee 

will take place on Tuesday, Dec. 4, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the Ballroom 
Level of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets.

This year, nine candidates are seeking election to seven seats available on the 
Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee. Committee members serve three-
year terms.
Candidates for Office

Note: Only members in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers Divi-
sion may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division if (1) 
they have not yet reached or reached in 2007 the age of 37, or (2) they have not 
yet reached or reached in 2007 the third anniversary of their first admission to the 
bar of any state.

Thomas D. Bielli
Joshua Burg
Danny Cevallos

Carolyn Chopko
Joan E. Clarke
Jonathan Goldman

Kristina Littman
Richard Vanderslice
Matthew R. Williams

About the Candidates
These nine candidates seek election to seven seats on the Young Lawyers 
Division (YLD) Executive Committee in the Association’s Annual Election 
on Dec. 4. Committee members serve three-year terms. Those candidates 
who receive the seven highest vote totals in the election will fill the positions. 
Published here is information submitted by the candidates, who were invited 
to outline their professional background and provide a short statement. All 
candidates are members in good standing of the Philadelphia Bar Association 
and the YLD.
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yers, we have the unique opportunity to 
build on our predecessors’ success while 
bringing a fresh perspective to the growth 
of the Bar Association. This past year, I 
actively served on the Executive Board 
of the Barristers’ Association and on the 
Bar Association committees that planned 
the highly successful mayoral forum and 
inspiring Bench-Bar Conference “Soul of 
Justice” panel. In addition, I participated 
in Law Week and the YLD’s Law School 
Outreach Program. If elected, I will 
continue to serve the Bar Association and 
the profession by planning programs that 
promote diversity and encourage service 
to the community.

Jonathan scott goldman
Professional Background: Associate, 
Blank Rome LLP; Temple University 
Beasley School of Law.
Activities: State Civil Litigation Section 
Liaison to YLD Executive Committee.
Candidate’s Statement: For the past 

year as YLD liaison to the State Civil 
Litigation Section, I have seen much that 
the YLD has to offer. I have served on 
the Chancellor’s Committee on Civility 
and attended the Bench-Bar Conference. 
I have volunteered through Lawyer in the 
Classroom and People’s Law School and I 
have grown by having a mentor attorney 
and being a mentor to a law student. Of 
course I’ve had plenty of fun at happy 
hours, Comedy Night and on the plan-
ning committee for Lawyerpalooza. I 
hope to continue my service with your 
vote.

Kristina littman
Professional Background: Associate, 
Miller Alfano & Raspanti, P.C. Rutgers 
University School of Law – Camden.
Activities: Member, Federal Bar As-
sociation, Criminal Law Committee, 
Philadelphia Chapter; American Bar 
Association.
Candidate’s Statement: My work ethic 
and organizational skills, gained through 
my legal, business and military experi-
ence, make me an excellent candidate for 
the YLD Executive Committee. Togeth-

er, these experiences have provided me 
with a unique leadership foundation and 
level of commitment. My background 
also demonstrates that I am committed 
to public service. In 2004, I co-chaired 
an auction committee for the Association 
for Public Interest Law, raising more than 
$34,000. I also received the Mary Phil-
brook Student Public Interest Award and 
the Pro Bono Service Award for my lead-
ership and volunteer efforts. I promise to 
provide the same energy to the YLD.

richard vanderslice
Professional Background: Partner, 
Petrelli & Vanderslice, P.C.; Vermont 
Law School.
Activities: Member, Nicholas J. Cipriani 
Family Law Inn of Court; Pennsylvania 
Bar Association; California Bar Associa-
tion; American Bar Association.
Candidate’s Statement: I have had the 
pleasure of serving for the past year as an 
appointed member of the Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee. In that 
year, I have worked to increase outreach 
to law students, planned networking 
events and worked toward diversity in 

the profession. If elected to the YLD 
Executive Committee, I will continue to 
play an active role in the YLD’s com-
munity service, diversity and networking 
events. These essential activities serve the 
Philadelphia community at large and 
assist young attorneys with the transition 
from law school to our legal community.

matthew r. Williams
Professional Background: Associate, 
Pepper Hamilton LLP; Villanova Univer-
sity School of Law.
Candidate’s Statement: I am running 
for the Executive Committee to make 
the point that now is the time to give 
back to our profession. For years, like 
many young lawyers, I have focused on 
career development only in the work-
place. Now I realize it is time to get 
involved with the YLD and assist other 
young attorneys in Philadelphia. My goal 
is to inspire increased participation in 
the YLD from those who, like me, have 
previously stayed on the sidelines, thus 
improving our professional opportunities 
and increasing our collective presence 
and reputation in the community.

YLD Election
continued from page 14

Disaster 
Planning

Get the latest resources from the Philadelphia Bar Association’s 
Disaster Planning Committee

philadelphiabar.org

ARE 
YOU 
READY?
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Lynne E. Brown, the new deputy 
executive director of the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation, comes to the position with 
a variety of experiences working with a 
range of organizations. 

She began her career fundrais-
ing to support politicians who 
would vote in their state legis-
latures to pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Once the deadline 
for passage of the amendment 
lapsed, Brown continued to use 
her skills for grassroots organiz-
ing and education before return-
ing to Temple University for a 
Masters degree in Education. 

After graduate school, Brown worked 
with low-income women and teens at 
the Lutheran Settlement House Women’s 
Program, designing curriculum for and 
teaching GED, adult literacy and pre-
employment computer training classes. 
Following this she worked with the 
Delaware County Intermediate Unit’s 

Technical Division as the director of an 
adult education and job-training program 
that helped welfare recipients move from 
public assistance into the workforce. 

Looking to expand her ex- 
perience in non-profit man-
agement, Brown became the 
executive director of Main Line 
School Night, a nonprofit, 
non-credit education program 
offering avocational classes for 
adults. This organization has 
been part of the Main Line 
for 70 years, serving 12,000 
people per year at 25 different 

locations. 
Now with the Bar Foundation, Brown 

is pleased that all the aspects of her experi-
ence - her desire for social justice, her 
background in fundraising and adminis-
tration and her knowledge of nonprofit 
organization - are going to be utilized. 
And, she is looking forward to this next 
stage of her career.

It’s hard to believe 
that the year is almost at 
an end! We at the Phila-
delphia Bar Foundation 
have been incredibly 
busy not only increasing 
our fund-raising efforts 
but communicating 
with the legal and busi-
ness community about 
our mission and the 
importance of ensuring 
access to justice for all in 
Philadelphia.

This year we launched our electronic 
newsletter, “ACCESS.” Through AC-
CESS, we have showcased the achieve-
ments of our public service community 
and the generosity of our loyal supporters.
We trust you have found our newsletters 
to be informative and enlightening.

I hope that ACCESS, combined with 
these monthly articles, have provided you 
an opportunity to learn about the trials 
and tribulations of the underprivileged 
in our community and the astounding 
results that have been achieved by our 
legal service community on their behalf.  
Steadfastly, our legal service agencies are 
solving their problems and making our 
community a stronger and better one.

We will soon be publishing our inau-
gural Annual Report. 
It will highlight our 
finances and show-
case our grantees, 
the recipients of your 
generosity. I think 
you will agree that 
your financial contri-
butions to the Foundation have enabled 
all of us to make a difference in the lives 
of those less fortunate in our community.

2007 marked the second year for 
our Raising The Bar Campaign. With 
the commitment and dedication of our 
Chancellor Jane Dalton and our Bar 
leaders, we are pleased to report that our 
legal community stepped up to the plate 
and recommitted funding to legal services 
at or exceeding $300 per lawyer. Despite 
this success, we have not materially in-
creased last year’s results as we had hoped. 
We continue to work hard to ensure 
that all Philadelphia law firms commit 
to this very important campaign and 
consider increasing their pledge. The goal 
of this campaign is and has always been 
to provide “significant” funding for our 
legal service agencies so that more in our 
community can have meaningful access 

to justice. We can do 
better and I know that 
by working together we 
will do better!

The Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation continues to 
rely on its Golf Outing 
and Andrew Hamilton 
Gala for funding of 
our annual grants. We 
hope that one day we 
will not be so reliant on 
event-based fund-raising 

to meet our grant making goals. As our 
endowment grows, we are confident that 
will occur. Meanwhile, we are pleased to 
report that our Golf Outing was the most 
successful event in recent years, netting 
more than $75,000.

Although we continue to tabulate the 
receipts from the Andrew Hamilton Gala, 
it appears to have been a huge success and 
a fun evening for those who attended. We 
thank all of you who attended, participat-
ed and more importantly gave to make 
these events so successful.

This year saw a significant increase in 
our cy pres funding thanks to those in our 
judiciary who have worked closely with 
our legal community to ensure that un-
claimed class-action funds are contributed 
to worthy charities such as the Philadel-

phia Bar Foundation. 
With the increase in 
class-action filings in 
our local community, 
cy pres contributions 
to the Foundation 
will enable us to 
significantly increase 

our annual grants. We expect this year’s 
grants, which will be announced in 
the coming weeks, to demonstrate that 
impact.

The Foundation’s endowment now 
exceeds $5.5 million with continued 
growth being experienced not only from 
our investment portfolio but from you 
in our community who have stepped up 
to become Advocates of Justice ($25,000 
commitment over three years), Andrew 
Hamilton Circle members ($10,000 
commitment over 10 years) and Life Fel-
lows ($1,000 commitment per year after 
completion of your Andrew Hamilton 
Circle commitment). As you know, the 
Foundation is committed to doubling its 
endowment over the next four years - an 
ambitious goal. We can only reach our 
goal with your help. Please make your 
commitment today!  As our endow-

ment grows and we reach our goals, the 
Foundation will be less reliant on annual 
fund-raising to support our legal service 
community.

In an effort to meaningfully impact 
our endowment, the Foundation’s trustees 
are hard at work creating a planned giving 
program which, when established and 
realized, will generate significant funding 
for our endowment, thereby allowing for 
more increased grant making.

Finally, we have made inroads with 
our corporate community and trust that 
those efforts will show long-term results. 
The key to our future is a true partner-
ship with our local corporations to make 

our legal service community a priority in 
terms of charitable giving.

In the true spirit of the holiday season, 
make a gift to the Philadelphia Bar Foun-
dation and know that your gift will make 
a huge difference in the lives of those less 
fortunate in our community!

On behalf of the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation, its Board of Trustees and our 
grantees, we thank you for your generos-
ity and extend our best wishes for a happy 
holiday season. 

Elaine Rinaldi, a partner at Cozen O’Connor, 
is president of the Philadelphia Bar Founda-
tion.

Bar Foundation
Fund-Raising, Communications Growing

By Elaine Rinaldi

WebCheck
To make a contribution to the Phila-
delphia Bar Foundation, please visit 
philadelphiabar.org.

Brown Joins Bar Foundation

Brown

As you know, the Foundation is committed to 
doubling its endowment over the next four years - 
an ambitious goal. We can only reach our goal with 
your help. Please make your commitment today!  
As our endowment grows and we reach our goals, 
the Foundation will be less reliant on annual fund-
raising to support our legal service community.

Raising the Bar
A list of law firms that have 
contributed to the Raising 
the Bar Campaign. Page 17.
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Raising The Bar
The following law firms have joined the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation’s “Raising the Bar” campaign for 2007. List 
complete as of Nov. 12, 2007. 
Abrahams, Loewenstein & Bushman, P.C.
Law Offices of Christy Adams
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Alva & Azzarano
Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss, Cohan, Feldman & Smalley, 
P.C. 
Archer & Greiner, P.C.
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP
Bazelon Less & Feldman, P.C.
The Beasley Firm, LLC
Berger & Montague, P.C.
Berner & Klaw
Blank Rome LLP
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC 
Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd.
Law Office of Jeffrey Campolongo
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP
The Law Offices of Lenard A. Cohen, P.C.
Conrad O’Brien Gellman & Rohn, P.C.
Cozen O’Connor 
Dashevsky, Horwitz, DiSandro, Kuhn & Novello, P.C.
Dechert LLP
Dilworth Paxson LLP
DLA Piper US LLP
Donovan Searles, LLC
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Duane Morris LLP
Duca and Prim, LLP 
Dugan, Brinkmann, Maginnis & Pace
Duffy & Keenan
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, Eisenberg and Jeck, P.C.
Law Offices of Sharon M. Erwin, L.L.C.
Law Office of William P. Fedullo

Feldman & Pinto, P.C. 
Feldman, Shepherd, Wohlgelernter, Tanner & Wein-
stock
Fineman Krekstein & Harris, P.C.
Flaster/Greenberg P.C.
Fox Rothschild LLP
Gay, Chacker & Mittin, P.C.
Law Offices of Robert A. Gelinas
Gibbons P.C.
Paul J. Giordano, P.C.
Sidney L. Gold & Associates, P.C.
Golomb & Honik, P.C.
Grant & Lebowitz, LLC
Haines & Associates
Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin
Hannon & Palermo, P.C.
Harkins Cunningham LLP
Harrington & Caldwell, P.C.
Peter Hearn, PC
Law Offices of Thomas More Holland
Howard, Brenner & Nass, P.C.
Hoyle, Fickler, Herschel & Mathes LLP
Josel & Feenane, P.C.
Kirschner & Gartrell, P.C.
Kleinbard Bell & Brecker LLP
Klevan & Abramowitz, P.C.
Kline & Specter, P.C.
Kohn, Swift & Graf, P.C. 
Kovler and Rush, P.C.
Layser & Freiwald, P.C.
Levy, Angstreich, Finney, Baldante, Rubenstein & 
Coren, P.C.
Lindy & Associates, P.C.
Liss & Marion, P.C.
Littler Mendelson P.C.
Margolis Edelstein
Marks, O’Neill, O’Brien & Courtney, P.C.

Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Goggin
Martin, Banks, Pond, Lehocky & Wilson
Anne S. Maxwell, Esquire, P.C.
McCann & Geschke, P.C.
McCarter & English, LLP
McEldrew & Fullam, P.C.
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Pansini & Mezrow
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Larry Pitt & Associates, P.C. 
Post & Schell, P.C. 
Raynes McCarty
Reed Smith LLP
Ross Feller and Casey
Law Office of Jeffrey S. Saltz, P.C.  
Saltz Mongeluzzi Barrett & Bendesky, P.C.
Sandals & Associates, P.C.
Saul Ewing LLP
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP
Seidel Weitz Garfinkle & Datz, LLC
Shrager, Spivey and Sachs
Law Offices of David T. Shulick
Howard M. Soloman, Esq.
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP
Teeters, Harvey & Gilboy, LLP
Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP
Volpe and Koenig, P.C.
Wapner, Newman, Wigrizer & Brecher
The Weinstein Firm
Weinstein Schleifer and Kupersmith P.C.
White and Williams LLP
Woodcock Washburn LLP
Wolf, Block, Schorr & Solis-Cohen LLP
Zarwin, Baum, DeVito, Kaplan, Schaer & Toddy, P.C.

At a recent part-
ners’ retreat held in the 
western part of the state, 
I shared with some of 
my firm colleagues an 
exchange I had with an 
unpleasant opposing 
counsel in a certain case. 
I expressed my shock at 
how rude the lawyer had 
been and remarked that 
he was the first lawyer 
I had ever encountered 
in my 10 years of litigation practice who 
was blatantly uncivil and disrespectful.

It was the latter part of my comment 
that elicited shock from my partners. 
They were stunned that I had only one 
encounter with such a lawyer and that it 
took 10 years for me to have such an ex-
perience. After hearing some of their war 
stories, I gained a new perspective on my 
experience and realized how fortunate I 

had been to practice liti-
gation, thus far, without 
much incivility marring 
my legal career.

In fact, most of my 
interactions with oppos-
ing counsel and espe-
cially with co-counsel 
in my various litigations 
have resulted in mutual 
respect and admiration. 
When I was a young 
lawyer doing mass tort 

litigation, I was fortunate to meet many 
young lawyers and seasoned practitioners 
who were nothing but courteous and 
friendly even though they may not have 
been on the same side of the courtroom 
with me. But their having been courteous 
and friendly should not be interpreted 
as their not having been aggressive and 
zealous advocates for their clients. They 
proved that one does not have to be a jerk 

to be a good lawyer. Years after I stopped 
doing products liability, I still kept in 
touch with some of the lawyers I had met 
during my stint in the Complex Litiga-
tion Center. As a matter of fact, I even 
tried to refer a personal injury matter to 
one of the plaintiff’s lawyers against whose 
client I had won a summary judgment.  

It seems my not having been exposed 
to the types of lawyers my colleagues were 
unfortunate to encounter in their practice 
was more of an exception rather than 
representative of the experiences of a vast 

majority of lawyers. But I did notice that 
my colleagues’ stories were dredged up 
from their past and not from any recent 
experiences. I am encouraged by this fact.  
But more importantly, I am heartened by 
the fact that the very unpleasant lawyer I 
came across is an out-of-town lawyer and 
does not regularly practice in Philadel-
phia. 

 
Sunah Park, a partner at Thorp Reed & 
Armstrong, LLP, is editor-in-chief of the Phila-
delphia Bar Reporter.

Rude Opponent Was Exception, Not Rule
Sunah in the City

By Sunah Park
When I was a young lawyer doing mass tort liti-
gation, I was fortunate to meet many young law-
yers and seasoned practitioners who were nothing 
but courteous and friendly even though they may 
not have been on the same side of the courtroom 
with me.
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Feasts to Famine

By Skinny D’BockolModo Mio
161 W. Girard Ave.
(215) 203-8707
(BYO&C)

It’s the large purple awning that 
will seem a fata morgana mirage, reading 
“Modo Mio” on its middle in blackened 
letters. Frankly, the location of the build-
ing upon which the sign hangs, at Girard 
Avenue and Hancock Street, is not an 
intersection known for fumes of grilled 
rustic bread, until now.  

The dining room of this cucina Italia 
has, on its left, a huge framed mirror that 
deftly replicates the tantalizing images of 
crusty, darkly hued breads being sliced on 
a long adjacent antique table just below 
it, for endless basketed distribution. The 
remaining crumbs are the same color 
as the light wooden-planked flooring 
throughout. They (both the crumbs and 
the floor) tremble among raucous pa-
trons’ laughter, a swiftly swirling wait-staff 
and the scraping of wooden chair legs.  
Some noise is modestly muffled by high 
ceilings, red-leatherette seatbacks and a 
huge rutilant couch, whose cushions are 
thick and absorbent. A fuchsia-colored 
guardrail surrounds the boisterous room 
and seems to protect the fortunate 40 (or 
so) patrons from outside disturbances.

If you’re a Thorstein Veblen fan of 
conspicuous consumption, you’re at the 
wrong economist’s party. This is hearty 
class-free fare, eaten with sidekicks of 
brought-from-home bottles of wine, and 
paid for in cash. It’s almost as if lira might 
be expected in lieu of dollars. Wealth is 
not a divider here; as the most completely 
fulfilling meal can be had, by everyone, 

for prix fixe $30. It’s this eatery’s simple 
“flat tax” on generous portions, and 
a wonderful warison to curtail rising 
restaurant costs. Economically speaking, 
it’s a Laffer.

“Menu turista” allows a participant to 
choose four menu selections, one from 
each group: antipasti, pasta, secondo and 
dolce. But you’ll begin with gratuitous 
chunks of mealy Umbrian breads, a 
chef’s free taste of a mouthful of rolled 
meats dazzled by nearby clumps of ricotta 
cheese, in a tureen of olive oil, while 
you wait to order. Then look for these 
favorites.     

Antipasti: “Insulata di Polpo” is a 
plate of salad greenery equipped with 
grilled octopus, warmed almonds and 
flurries of white beans. The ingredients 
are topped with a lemon wedge. Baby 
cephalopods are cut to the quick, grilled 
and drenched just south of sopping. The 
almonds’ crunch is cradled by the mellow 
softness of the corn-kernel-sized beans. 
Roasted red peppers add sweetness, and 
black olives garner depth. It’s as if all eight 
legs of the octopus had swum to Italy. 
Or try the “rane,” specially spiced frog’s 
legs, displayed among sour apple chunks 
smeared in basil “maionese.” The legs are 
to be brought to mouth by hand. They 
almost jump through your teeth. Suck 
the thighs free of all crab-like pearly meat, 
until nothing is left but bare cartilage. 
The consistency is silken and redolent of 
basil. The apples and sauce confer upon 
your lips, mumbling with afterthoughts.

Pasta: “Gnocchi” must be ordered here. 
Modo Mio’s are potato dumplings in a 
sumptuously soulful porcini cream that 
will take your tongue and wrestle it into 

submission. Earthy and 
filling to a fault; you be-
gin to wonder how you’ll 
be able to complete the 
four-course meal.

Secondo: Bistecca is 
an imbrocation of skirt 
steak, toppling over 
white beans, whose 
essence, this time, is 
flavored by a meaty 
broth. Skirt steak 
originates from the 
cow’s diaphragm, and is (especially “skirt 
steak No.1”) the thinnest, leanest, most 
tender of cuts. It’s no surprise that the 
steak causes you to stammer your praise 
while attempting to swallow in a swoon. 
Moreover, a drizzled deep green pesto 
meanders atop the beef, wallowing in its 
own sage. Tender-philes will also choose 
“anatra,” a duck scallopini surrounded by 
and melded with sweet balsamic vinegar 
and duck juices, above a gorgonzola 
cheese mattress. The breast slices are 
surrounded by a small peeping crowd of 

adoring roasted cherries 
along side a roaring-hot 
green pepper with just as 
fierce fried onions. The 
duck is bountifully brac-
ing to tastebuds, and 
not thin-skinned. Its 
fattiness gives cantanker-
ously warm coziness to 
calories. 

Dolce: If I were a 
betting man, I’d wager 
that you’ll be bloated 

with blessings at this point. Take home 
rice pudding, immensely chocolate with 
raisins and orange zest; or ladyfingers in 
light and foaming zabaglione, infused 
with berries and pomegranate juice; and 
never lose sight of the perfectly creamy 
panna cotta custard.  Cash in.  

FELIX QUI NIHIL DEBET

Skinny D’Bockol, a sole practitioner, is a con- 
tributing editor of the Philadelphia Bar Re-
porter. Find his reviews online at bockol.com.

Modo Mio: Prix Fixe, Great Food on Girard Ave.

INCORPORATION
AND 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY FORMATION

CONVENIENT, COURTEOUS SAME DAY SERVICE

PREPARATION AND FILING SERVICES IN ALL STATES

CORPORATION OUTFITS AND
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY OUTFITS

SAME DAY SHIPMENT OF YOUR ORDER

CORPORATE STATUS REPORTS
UCC, LIEN AND JUDGMENT SEARCH SERVICES

DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL SERVICES

M. BURR KEIM COMPANY
SERVING THE LEGAL PROFESSION SINCE 1931

2021 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

PHONE: (215) 563-8113

FAX: (215) 977-9386

WWW.MBURRKEIM.COM

Judge’s Portrait Unveiled

Judge Abraham J. Gafni and his wife, Sandy, stand next to a portrait of 
the judge unveiled Oct. 29 at City Hall. The portrait was commissioned by 
the Louis D. Brandeis Law Society and friends and family of the judge. The 
event also celebrated the establishment of a scholarship to be given in 
perpetuity in Judge Gafni’s name.
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Awards
continued from page 1

School of Law. He was appointed to the 
Allegheny County Court of Common 
Pleas in 1978 and was elected in 1979. 
He was elected to the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania in 1989 and was appointed 
chief justice in 2003.

Previous Bar Medal winners have 
included U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter, former 
Homeland Security Secretary and former 
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Ridge, Gov. Ed-
ward G. Rendell, the late Judge A. Leon 
Higginbotham Jr., U.S. District Court 
Judge Charles Weiner, J. Clayton Un-
dercofler, former Chancellor Joseph H. 
Foster, the late Judge William J. Marutani 
and former Chancellor Harold Cramer.

The Brennan Award, which will be 
presented to Judge Moss, recognizes a 
jurist who adheres to the highest ideals of 
judicial service. 

“Judge Moss has been a pioneer in the 
development of programs to streamline 
the handling of asbestos and other mass 
tort cases,” said Brennan Award Commit-
tee Chair John J. Soroko.

“Based on her innovative work in 
the Philadelphia Court of Common 
Pleas, Judge Moss has become nation-
ally recognized for her case management 
techniques for complex cases, which 
have been copied in courts around the 
country. Judge Moss’ 24-year career as a 
judge has touched upon, and improved, 
virtually every area of civil litigation in the 
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas,” 
said Soroko.

Judge Moss received a B.S. in journal-

ism and a juris doctorate from Temple 
University. She practiced law for 8 1/2 
years specializing in medical malpracatice, 
products liability and toxic torts. Judge 
Moss has been a faculty member at the 
National Judicial College since 1992, 
teaching civil procedure and complex liti-
gation to judges from across the country.

U.S. Supreme Court Justice William 
J. Brennan Jr. was the first recipient of 
the award in 1995. Other recipients of 
the award, which is now named in honor 
of Justice Brennan, include the follow-
ing: President Judge Alex Bonavitacola 
of the Philadelphia Court of Common 
Pleas (1996); Judge Phyllis W. Beck of 
the Pennsylvania Superior Court (1997); 
Chief Judge Edward R. Becker of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit (1998); Judge Louis C. Bechtle 
of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania (1999); Chief 
Judge James T. Giles of the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsyl-
vania (2000); Justice Russell M. Nigro of 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court (2002); 
U.S. District Court Judge Louis H. Pol-
lack (2003); Judge James R. Melinson, re-

tired U.S. Chief Magistrate (2004); U.S. 
District Court Senior Judge Edmund 
V. Ludwig (2005); and Philadelphia 
Municipal Court President Judge Louis J. 
Presenza (2006). The Brennan Award was 
not given in 2001.

Reich will receive the Wachovia Fidel- 
ity Award, presented annually to indiv-
iduals who have helped improve the 
administration of justice and exhibited 
faithfulness to the profession.

 Reich, who served as Chancellor 
in 1995, is a member of the board of 
directors of Jenkins Law Library and the 
Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Educa-
tion Board. He is a member of the House 
of Delegates of both the American Bar 
Association and Pennsylvania Bar As-
sociation.

Previous winners of the Wachovia Fid- 
elity Award are William R. Klaus (1966); 
Frank Zal (1967); Sidney Schulman 
(1968); Fairfax Leary Jr. (1969); Herman 

I. Pollock (1970); Leon J. Obermayer 
(1971); Robert D. Abrahams (1972); 
Elwood S. Levy and Edward W. Madeira 
Jr. (1973); Henry T. Reath (1974); Edwin 
D. Wolf (1975); Marjorie Greenfield and 
James R. Redeker (1976); Judge Noch-
em S. Winnet (1977); Morris L. Forer 
(1978); William E. Zeiter (1979); Lewis 
H. VanDusen Jr. (1980); John Rogers 
Carroll (1981); Robert W. Sayre (1982); 
Frank J. Benasutti and Michael A. Bloom 
(1983); Seymour I. Toll (1984); Henry 
W. Sawyer III (1985); Carl Oxholm III 
(1987); Francis P. Devine III (1988); 
Robert B. Wolf and Maureen Mc-
Cullough (1989); William H. Brown 
III (1990); Alba Martinez-Velez (1991); 
Richard N. Weiner (1992); Thomas 
B. Rutter (1993); David N. Hofstein 
and Mary Gay Scanlon (1994); David 
Unkovic (1995); Suzanne E. Turner 
and Bruce A. Franzel (1996); Gerald 
A. McHugh and Joseph A. Torregrossa 
(1997); André L. Dennis (1998); Wil-
liam H. Ewing (1999); David T. Sykes 
(2000); Robert C. Heim (2001); Barbara 
Sicalides (2002); Larry Fox (2003); Frank 
J. Montemuro (2004); Lawrence J. Beaser 
(2005); Stephen D. Brown and Samuel 
W. Silver (2006). The award was not 
presented in 1986.

The program will also feature the 
presentation of the Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg “Pursuit of Justice” Legal Writ-
ing Competition Award.

WebCheck
To purchase tickets for the Annual 
Meeting and Luncheon, visit phila-
delphiabar.org.

invaluable,” he said.
His career in private practice was hardly 

a straight line – in fact, Pratt has come 
full-circle. He considers himself fortunate to 
have a career path that has allowed him to 
experience virtually every aspect of a lawyer’s 
work.

After his judicial clerkship, Pratt joined 
Pepper Hamilton LLP in Philadelphia, and 
six years later accepted a position as head of 
the Commercial Litigation Unit of the City 
of Philadelphia’s Law Department. “It was 
one of the best professional experiences of 
my life,” he said. “It exposed me to a range 
of legal and political work I never experi-
enced at a law firm.”

After a little more than two years with 
the city, law firm work beckoned him back, 
and he returned to Pepper Hamilton and 
was elected partner shortly thereafter. In 
late 2001, he was recruited to an in-house 
opportunity at Honeywell in Morristown, 

N.J., as chief corporate litigation counsel, 
overseeing the company’s corporate and 
toxic tort litigation. But law firm work 
would soon beckon again, and he returned 
to Pepper Hamilton, where he concentrates 
in commercial, product liability and mass 
tort litigation.

Pratt first became involved with the 
Philadelphia Bar Association when he 
was elected to the Young Lawyers Section 
Executive Committee in 1988. He soon 
was elected Chair of the Section – the first 
African-American Chair of the YLS. He 
later ran for a position on the Association’s 
Board of Governors, and was elected to a 
three-year term.

While devoting time to building his 
practice, Pratt maintained a commitment 
to volunteering on behalf of legal services 
organizations. But he missed contributing 
to his local professional community. “I felt 
I had much to offer,” Pratt said. “I also felt 
I had an obligation to give back.”  He made 
the decision to run for a line office, and was 
elected Vice Chancellor in 2005.

When Pratt becomes the Association’s 

81st Chancellor on Jan. 1, he knows he will 
be only the third person of color to serve in 
that office since the Association’s founding 
in 1802. But he looks forward to the day 
when there is no longer a reason to count.

For 2008 and beyond, Pratt aims to 
strengthen the Association’s relationship 
with city officials and offer the resources of 
the legal community to seek viable solutions 
for a range of issues affecting the city and 
the profession. He will work on expanding 
civics education for public school students 
and advocate to substantially increase the 
Bar’s support for legal services.

Pratt will also institutionalize the Bar’s 
commitment to diversity in the profession. 
“We are not shy about challenging the Bar 
to do better,” he said. “And the Bar can do 
better.”

Those who know of Pratt’s commitment 
see a determination based on strong values 
and real experience. That determination 
will be much in evidence when he addresses 
his colleagues at the Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon on Dec. 4 at the Park Hyatt 
Philadelphia at the Bellevue.

Pratt
continued from page 1

Cappy ReichMoss

The PhiladelPhia Busi-
ness Journal is producing 
a special Philadelphia Bar 
Association supplement in 
its Dec. 28 edition.

The objective is to market, 
to the Business Journal reader, 
the positive impact the legal 
community, the Bar Associa-
tion and individual member 
law firms have on local com-
merce and businesses in the 
Philadelphia region.

For information about 
reserving advertising space, 
contact Michelle Stuhl at 
(215) 238-5114 or e-mail 
her at mstuhl@bizjournals.
com.

Business Journal
Bar Supplement
Coming Dec. 28
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"If we don't serve it,
you don't pay"

U.S.A. Only ®

WE SERVE ANYTHING,  
ANYWHERE

STATEWIDE . NATIONWIDE . WORLDWIDE

1-800
PROCESS

INTERNATIONAL
Call for cost . 1-800-PROCESS

(800) 672-1952 . Fax: (800) 236-2092
www.served.com/email: info@served.com
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Chancellor Jane Dalton meets with Mary Caraccioli, host of CN8's "Money 
Matters Today” on Nov. 5. Dalton discussed employent issues surrounding 
the Hollywood writers strike in the interview.

Court and suggest solutions.
Our Association joined with New York 

City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Mayor 
Street and the 225 other members of 
Mayors Against Illegal Guns to oppose 
the inclusion of the Tiahrt Amendment 
or any similar language in federal appro-
priations legislation. The Tiahrt Amend-
ment restricts access to crime gun trace 
data and thereby prevents law enforce-
ment from connecting the dots on illegal 
gun trafficking. It is precisely this kind of 
information that is vitally needed to stem 
the gun violence in Philadelphia.

Last month, we welcomed the Na-
tional Association of Women Judges to 
our city for its 29th Annual Convention. 
Hundreds of judges from all levels of the 
bench – federal, state and tribal – were 
in Philadelphia for the event, chaired by 
U.S. District Court Senior Judge Norma 
L. Shapiro and Philadelphia Court of 
Common Pleas Senior Judge Carolyn 
Engel Temin.

Recently, for the first time, we joined 
with the city’s minority chambers of 
commerce to host a free workshop 
breakfast for minority owners of 
small businesses. Our volunteer law-
yers provided practical advice to help 
keep small businesses thriving in our 
neighborhoods. Sponsors included the 
African-American Chamber of Com-

merce, the Greater Philadelphia Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, Asian Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Philadelphia, the Global Indian Chamber 
of Commerce and the Minority Business 
Enterprise Council as well as several local 
minority bar associations.

In response to alarming statistics re-
garding the number of young women at-
torneys who are leaving law firm practice 
for family and other reasons, our Board 
of Governors unanimously adopted a 
resolution endorsing a Call to Action 
and Best Practices for the Retention and 
Promotion of Women Attorneys so that 
law firms throughout the city would step 
up their efforts in this area.

The measures call for the removal of 
barriers to full and equal participation of 
women attorneys in all levels of work, re-
sponsibilities and rewards; improvement 
in the rate at which law firms promote or 
invite women attorneys to partner status, 
and to management and leadership posi-
tions; encouragement of firms to conduct 
critical self audits and to evaluate whether 
they are achieving these goals; and mea-
sures of accountability in the implemen-
tation process.

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to Mike Pratt, Sayde Ladov and 
the other officers of the Association, the 
section and committee chairs, who ac-
complished so much this year, the many 
Association members who participated 
in and supported the Association’s efforts 

and activities and Ken Shear and the 
Association’s staff, who worked tirelessly 
so that these things could happen. 

It’s been a busy year and we’ve worked 
through many important issues. So 
many members of our bench and bar 
have lent us their expertise and offered 
their advice to make our Bar Associa-
tion the best in the nation.  All of these 

individuals – and so many others – will 
make this year memorable for me. Thank 
you for the privilege of serving as your 
Chancellor.

Jane Dalton, a partner at Duane Morris LLP, 
is Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation. Her e-mail address is Chancellor@
philabar.org.

Frontline
continued from page 3

Corporate Attorneys Help
Homeless Gain Documents

Attorneys and staff from PECO, 
Exelon, ACE Group of Insurance 
Companies, Pep Boys, Aetna, Merck, 
Wachovia, Blue Cross, and Reliable 
Companies, along with the Homeless 
Advocacy Project, held a recent birth 
certificate clinic that helped more than 
130 adults and children apply for their 
birth certificates free of charge.  

The clinic fulfilled an important 
need because living without proper 
documentation makes it very difficult 
for a homeless person to receive medi-
cal assistance, apply for housing or 
take advantage of public programs.  

“This clinic was HAP’s most suc-
cessful corporate pro bono event ever,” 
said Marsha Cohen, HAP’s executive 
director. “HAP is incredibly grateful to 
ACE Group of Insurance Companies, 
Pep Boys, Aetna, Merck, Wachovia, 
Blue Cross, Reliable Companies and 
organizing hosts PECO and Exelon 
for donating their time and talents to 
process and pay for birth certificate 

applications for 26 children and 108 
adults.”  

 “That our corporate law depart-
ments successfully served this need, 
with support on out-of-state applica-
tions from Dechert LLP, is a reflection 
of the good we can accomplish by 
working together,” said Kevin Stepa-
nuk, Exelon/PECO assistant general 
counsel and the organizer of the clinic. 
While law firms generally have 
emphasized community service, chief 
legal officers in corporations across 
the country developed the Corporate 
Pro Bono Challenge with the slogan 
“Good Intentions, Great Results” to 
enable in-house lawyers to identify 
and demonstrate their commitment 
to pro bono service to co-workers and 
colleagues in the legal profession.

Ethical rules have identified pro 
bono service to those unable to obtain 
access to justice as a key element of the 
professional identity and unique role 
of lawyers. continued on page 25

Opportunities, Challenges Come 
With Globalization, Rodin Tells
Conference of Women Judges
n By Ria C. Momblanco 

Federal, state and tribal court 
judges from across the country gathered 
in Philadelphia last month to attend the 
29th Annual Conference of the National 
Association of Women Judges. Also in 
attendance was a contingent of judges 
from foreign countries including Egypt, 
Bosnia, Taiwan, Korea, and the United 
Kingdom.

For many in Philadelphia’s legal com-
munity, the highlight of the conference 
was the NAWJ Friends Luncheon on 
Nov. 9, which was given in honor of 
NAWJ’s supporters. The luncheon, which 
was open to members of the public, drew 
more than 200 attorneys from Philadel-
phia law firms, companies, and nonprofit 
organizations.  

The luncheon was opened with re-
marks from NAWJ Friends Committee 
Co-Chairs Roberta D. Liebenberg and 
Stephanie Resnick, who together with 

the Friends Committee and Conference 
sponsors, raised $265,000 in support of 
NAWJ. Remarks also were made by the 
U.S. District Court Senior Judge Norma 
L. Shapiro, Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas Senior Judge Carolyn Engel 
Temin and Pennsylvania Gov. Edward G. 
Rendell.

The keynote luncheon address was 
delivered by Judith Rodin, president of 
the Rockefeller Foundation and former 
president of the University of Pennsylva-
nia. Rodin examined the current state of 
women’s issues, emphasizing that, today, 
globalization presents more opportunities 
and challenges to women’s rights since 
the manner in which women are treated 
in one part of the world is more likely to 
influence how women are treated else-
where. As a result of globalization, women 
judges play a critical role in transforming 
the worldwide community. “Women 
judges promote system-wide transforma-
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In Their Own Words
Convention Center Expansion Keeps Us Growing

By Tom Muldoon
n By Tom Muldoon

The Pennsylvania Convention Cen-
ter, now in its second decade and ripe for 
expansion in 2010, has produced a trail 
of developments, billions in economic 
impact, and thousands of new jobs since 
opening its doors in 1993.

When it opened with great fanfare, the 
PCC was hailed as the future of the city’s 
travel and hospitality industry, replac-
ing the Philadelphia Civic Center with a 
state-of-the-art facility that would attract 
major national conventions and trade-
shows, and millions of attendees. And the 
PCC has definitely lived up to expecta-
tions. Incorporating the historic Reading 
Terminal Train Shed into its design as its 
spectacular Grand Hall, and giving the 
century-old, street-level market a renewal, 
the PCC set a new standard for restora-
tion as well as quality with its hotel-like 
décor, enviable art collection, and state-

of-the-art technological 
capabilities. 

In the more than doz-
en years that followed, 
our sales and marketing 
staff, in tandem with the 
Pennsylvania Conven-
tion Center Authority 
staff, has lured more 
than 4,200 conventions, 
meetings and tradeshows 
to the region. An average 
of 1 million convention 
attendees a year now pass through the 
porticos making a massive impact on the 
greater Philadelphia region.

The expansion of the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center is underway. All the 
land has been acquired and demolition 
is in progress, meaning the economic 
engine for the tourism and hospital-
ity industry will continue to generate 
thousands of jobs, stimulate growth in 
hotels, restaurants and retail, and make 

the greater Philadelphia 
region more competi-
tive nationally. When 
complete, the $700-
million Convention 
Center expansion will 
enhance Philadelphia’s 
opportunity to host 
major tradeshows, larger 
conventions and two 
conventions simultane-
ously, benefiting every-
one in the region.   

Since opening in 1993, the region has 
showcased its wealth of hotels, world-
renowned historical sites, outstanding cul-
tural amenities, highly rated restaurants, 
and top shopping to 14 million conven-
tion attendees. The number of downtown 
restaurants has grown by 219 percent, 
and the amount of occupied retail space 
has hit a record high, according to the 
State of Center City Report 2006. 

Expansion of the Convention Cen-

ter will bring the space to one million 
saleable square feet, including 541,000 
square feet of contiguous exhibit space 
– the largest hall in the Northeast. The 
PCVB has already booked more than 20 
major conventions beginning in 2011 as a 
result of the expansion plans, representing 
more than $1 billion worth of business. 
To learn more about the expansion of the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center, and 
follow the expansion progress online, visit 
paconvention.com. 

Bring it Home! Meetings mean big 
business for Philadelphia. If you are a 
Philadelphia Bar Association member 
interested in bringing a meeting or con-
vention to the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center or an area hotel, please call the 
Philadelphia Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at 215-636-3300 or visit Philadel-
phiaUSA.travel. 

Tom Muldoon is president of the Philadelphia 
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
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Sacco, Vanzetti Victims of Bias, Author Claims
Sacco and Vanzetti: The Men, the Mur-
ders and the Judgment of Mankind
By Bruce Watson
Viking Press, 2007
448 pages, $25.95

n Reviewed by James D. Moran

In the late evening of June 2, 1919, 
the young Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
assistant secretary of the Navy, returned 
to his home in Washington, D.C. with 
his wife when suddenly a bomb exploded 
on the steps of the house across the street 
at the home of Attorney General A. 
Mitchell Palmer.

Remarkably, Palmer was not injured. 
The bomber, Italian anarchist Carlo 
Valdinoci, apparently tripped on the 
steps and blew himself up. After several 
other bombs exploded that night in other 
American cities, the anarchist-led violence 
created the “Red Scare” and ultimately 
Palmer’s crackdown on aliens, subversives, 
socialists, bolsheviki and labor unions.

Rosina Sacco, wife of Nicola, regarded 
Valdinoci as a “great anarchist” and 
invited his surviving sister to live with 

her family. Nicola Sacco and his friend to 
whom his name is forever linked, Barto-
loemo Vanzetti, were Italian immigrants 
who were followers of Luigi Galleani, an 
anarchist who advocated the violent over-
throw of the United States government. It 
remains unknown if the two were legally 
complicit in any of the bombings.

Sacco, a laborer in a shoe factory, and 
Vanzetti, an itinerant fish peddler, feared 
a crackdown on anarchists because one 
of their colleagues was in federal custody. 
They left their homes on the evening of 
May 5, 1920 for the purpose of round-
ing up anarchist literature, so they later 
testified. They were arrested as “suspicious 
characters” whom the authorities some-
how linked to the murder and robbery of 
two payroll guards in Braintree, Mass., 20 
days earlier.

Bruce Watson’s new book, Sacco and 
Vanzetti: The Men, the Murders and the 
Judgment of Mankind, relates the entire 
story of the men’s lives, their trial, execu-
tion and the international furor provoked 
by the case. Watson clearly shows the tri- 
al was marked by perjured testimony, in- 
consistent testimony, faulty ballistics evi-

dence and extremely unreliable eyewitness 
testimony. The trial judge was so biased 
against the defendants he later called 
them “anarchistic bastards.”

Appeals to the Massachusetts Court 
of Appeals failed, as did attempts to 
get the case before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. When the defendants’ lawyers 
approached Chief Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes with a writ of habeas corpus, 
Holmes was sympathetic but refused 
to intervene. When his law clerk asked 
Holmes if he felt justice had been served, 
Holmes responded, “Don’t be foolish boy. 
We practice law, not justice,” a remark 
that has rankled many a lawyer and law 
student since. Appeals to other justices 
failed as did the efforts of Harvard’s Felix 
Frankfurter and Pennsylvania’s Michael 
Musmanno.

Aug. 22, 2007 marked the 80th an-
niversary of the execution of Sacco and 
Vanzetti in the electric chair, but the 
case refuses to fade from the collective 
memory. The record clearly shows that 
they had an unfair trial, and the doubts 
about their guilt abound, many of them 
reasonable. When it seemed inevitable 

that the men would be executed, one of 
the defense lawyers remarked that the case 
had been remitted to the judgment of 
mankind, which has by and large exoner-
ated the two anarchists and condemned 
the legal system that refused to hear their 
impassioned pleas for justice.

James D. Moran is a sole practitioner.

Book Review

explores the changing nature of public 
interest law practice. Several nuts-and-
bolts sessions will be offered that provide 
an overview of specific substantive areas 
of the law, including municipal court 
practice; consumer law for the non-prac-
titioners (including predatory lending; 
identity theft; mortgage foreclosures; and 
fair debt collection practices); veterans 
benefits; and health law. The program will 
conclude with an ethics session, “Ethical 

Obligations of Working with Interpreters: 
Implementation of the New Pennsylva-
nia Interpreters Act.” To register for this 
program, contact the Pennsylvania Bar 
Institute at (800) 932-4637 or register 
online at www.pbi.org. 

Public Interest Law Day will be fol-
lowed by the Section’s Annual Recep-
tion and Awards Ceremony at Loews 
Philadelphia Hotel, 1200 Market St. The 
awards ceremony, which starts at 5 p.m., 
celebrates the activities of public interest 
attorneys and features the presentation of 
the 2007 Andrew Hamilton Award for 
distinguished public service advocacy.

The Section also will continue its 
tradition of selecting the agency that will 
receive its Judge A. Leon Higginbotham 
Scholarship during the awards ceremony. 
This $4,000 scholarship is awarded to a 
public interest organization to enable it 
to hire a law student for the following 
summer.

The Section also will present its second 
annual Law Student Awards. These 
awards recognize a third-year law student 
from each of the five Philadelphia area 
law schools who has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to public interest 
work. The award was established by the 

Section’s Law School Outreach Commit-
tee, which provides educational programs, 
pro bono opportunities and networking 
events for law students to encourage 
them to consider public service as a career 
choice. 

The Section is now seeking sponsors 
for the Public Interest Section Annual Re-
ception and Awards Ceremony. Proceeds 
from this event fund the Higginbotham 
Scholarship program.  For more informa-
tion about becoming a sponsor, please 
contact Abbie DuFrayne at (215) 686-
4057 or at Albertine.DuFrayne@courts.
phila.gov.

Public Interest
continued from page 11

consuls 
luncheon
 
Bar leaders join foreign consuls for 
a luncheon at Bar headquarters on 
Oct. 31. Representatives from South 
Korea, Canada, Latvia, Guatemala, 
Austria, Israel, Panama, Romania and 
Switzerland attended the program, 
designed to strengthen ties between 
the Bar Association and the interna-
tional community. Ph
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THE LEGAL DIRECTORY 2008  
UPDATE IS UNDER WAY! 

We need your help to make sure The Legal Directory  
has the most accurate and complete information.

Please be sure to fill out your update forms when they arrive over the next few weeks. 
Once again this year, the update process can easily be completed online. 

 ATTORNEYS >>>  New to the area? Not in the current directory?  
Contact us to be added to our database. 

 FIRMS >>>  Have you recently started a new firm? 
Contact us to be added to our database.

ONLINE DIRECTORY

 
  >   Accessible by clicking profile icon  

next to listing.
  >   Includes education, bar admissions,  

honors & awards, memberships  
and outside activities.

ATTORNEY UPGRADES

PRINT DIRECTORY

 
  >  Your name listed under each AOC. 
  >  All index entries in bold. 
  >   Firm name (if applicable) and office phone number included.

 

  >  Index entry, including attorney name and page number, in bold. 
  >   Firm name (if applicable) and office phone number included.

Update  
Deadline is  
1/11/08

QUESTIONS?

Please contact us at  
443-909-7843 or  

legaldirectory@mediatwo.com.

The Legal Directory  
c/o Media Two  

1014 West 36th Street 
Baltimore, MD 21211

Take advantage of these high-impact,  
low-cost listing enhancements for 2008!

ADVERTISING  
THAT WORKS!

To reserve your ad in  
The Legal Directory 2008, 
contact Howard Hyatt at 

410-902-5797 
or 800-466-8721 ext. 834.

FIRM UPGRADES

ONLINE DIRECTORY

 
  >  Accessible by clicking profile icon next to listing. 
  >   Includes “About the Firm” description, year established,  

firm size and representative clients. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday, Dec. 3
Family Law Section: meeting, 12 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Investment Companies Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Confer-
ence Center. Lunch: $8.50.

Tuesday, Dec. 4
Bar Association Election: 8 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the 
Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets.
Annual Meeting Luncheon: 12 p.m., 
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, 
Broad and Walnut streets. Tickets: $50, 
philadelphiabar.org.
Workers’ Compensation Section Holiday 
Party: 6 p.m., Pyramid Club, 1735 
Market St. Tickets: $40, philadelphia-
bar.org.

Wednesday, Dec. 5
Rules and Procedure Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.
Securities Regulation Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference 
Center. Lunch: $8.50.
Public Interest Section Annual Recep-
tion: 5 p.m., Loews Philadelphia Hotel, 
1200 Market St. Tickets: philadelphia-
bar.org

Thursday, Dec. 6
Civil Rights Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.
Healthcare Law Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: 

$8.50.
Criminal Justice Section Annual Holiday 
Party: 5:30 p.m., Loews Philadelphia 
Hotel, 1200 Market St. Tickets: $45, 
philadelphiabar.org.

Friday, Dec. 7
LGBT Committee: meeting, 12 p.m., 
11th floor Committee Room.

Monday, Dec. 10
Business Law Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Tuesday, Dec. 11
Criminal Justice Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities: meeting, 12 p.m., 
11th floor Committee Room.

Wednesday, Dec. 12
Delivery of Legal Services Committee: 
meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board 
Room.
Appellate Courts Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, Dec. 13
Legislative Liaison Committee: meet-
ing, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee 
Room South. Lunch: $7.50.

Monday, Dec. 17
Small Business Committee: meeting, 

12 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room 
South. Lunch: $8.50.
Young Lawyers Division Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center.
Public Interest Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.

Tuesday, Dec. 18
Cabinet: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.
Women in the Profession Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Confer-
ence Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Wednesday, Dec. 19
Workers’ Compensation Section Execu-
tive Committee: meeting, 10:30 a.m., 
11th floor Committee Room South.
Workers’ Compensation Section: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference 
Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Federal Courts Committee: meeting, 
12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.
LegalLine: 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS 
offices.

Thursday, Dec. 20
Law Practice Management Division 
Executive Committee: meeting, 11:30 
a.m., 11th floor Conference Center.
Law Practice Management Division 
Technology Committee: meeting, 12 

p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.
Family Law Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Committee Room South.
Environmental Law Committee: meet-
ing, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board 
Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Board of Governors: meeting, 4 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room.

Friday, Dec. 21
Social Security Disability Benefits Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Monday, Dec. 24 and Tuesday, 
Dec. 25
Christmas: Association offices closed.

Wednesday, Dec. 26
Medical Legal Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, Dec. 27
Minorities in the Profession Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Confer-
ence Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Elder Law Committee: meeting, 1 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, Dec 28
Women’s Rights Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50. 

Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled 
event may be subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Register online for most events at philadelphiabar.org. Unless otherwise specified, all checks 
for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association and 
mailed to Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Send 
Bar Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955. 
Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

superior court remarks

Chancellor Jane Dalton addresses a session of the Pennsylvania Superior Court at 
the National Constitution Center on Oct. 25. The court honored four attorneys for 
50 years of service to the legal community and held an en banc session.
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tion,” Rodin said. Their decisions are 
no longer in a vacuum.  Rather, they 
play out on a global scale, reverberat-
ing in other countries.

Rodin noted that women have 
responded to the opportunities of-
fered by globalization, and they have 
made great progress. She indicated, 
however, that there are still many 
challenges women around the world 
face. Sex trafficking, bridal burning, 
and the lack of property rights or 
education for women are just some of 
the issues that need to be confronted.  

In order to deal with those and 
other troubling women’s issues, 
Rodin outlined several goals that 
countries should strive for and that 

women around the world should ad-
vocate. First, they should pass tougher 
laws condemning violence against 
women, mandate “safe houses” where 
women in violent situations can 
escape to for shelter and medication, 
and reform laws that prohibit women 
from owning land. They should also 
have programs in place that empower 
women through education and 
financing. Such tools would enable 
women to advance themselves in the 
business arena. Rodin was optimistic 
that such changes would eventually 
take place, stating, “Reform efforts 
take time … but we are approaching 
an absolute tipping point.” 

Ria C. Momblanco, an associate with 
Fine Kaplan & Black, R.P.C., is an 
associate editor of the Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter.

NAWJ
continued from page 21
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Wendy Beetlestone, 
a shareholder at 
Hangley Aronch-
ick Segal & Pud-
lin, spoke at the 
Education Law 
Association’s 2007 
Annual Conference, 

“Education and Society:  Accountability, 
Safety, & Climate” in San Diego from 
Nov. 15-17.

Lynne Abraham, district attorney of 
Philadelphia, received the 2007 Magee 
Rehabilitation Hospital Humanitarian 
Award on Nov. 13. The hospital annually 
bestows this honor upon a member of the 
community who has worked to improve 
the lives of individuals with disabilities in 
the region.

Mitchell L. Bach, a member of Eckert 
Seamans Cherin and Mellott, LLC, was a 
speaker at the Young Lawyers Division of 
the American Bar Association annual fall 
conference, in a session titled “An Intro-
duction to Business Courts” in Charlotte, 
N.C.

Scott W. Reid, an 
associate with Cozen 
O’Connor, has been 
installed as president 
of the Barristers’ As-
sociation of Philadel-
phia.

Michael Meloy, Bart Cassidy and Rodd 
Bender, partners with Manko, Gold, 
Katcher & Fox, LLP, addressed industry 
representatives, business owners, environ-
mental managers and others on cutting-
edge regulatory issues under the residual 
waste management and air pollution 
programs at the Pennsylvania Chamber of 
Business and Industry’s In-Depth Envi-
ronmental Compliance Conference.

Gina Rubel of Furia Rubel Communica-
tions addressed “The Do’s and Don’ts of 
Legal Communications” as detailed in 
her latest book, Everyday Public Relations 
for Lawyers, at the 2007 Public Relations 
Society of America International Confer-
ence in Philadelphia on Oct. 23.

Thomas G. Wilkinson and Thomas B. 
Fiddler, members of Cozen O’Connor, 
participated in a program on the recent 
Hazleton, Pa., immigration case at an 
event sponsored by the Philadelphia Law-
yer Chapter of the American Constitu-
tion Society on Sept. 19. 

Shari Shapiro, an associate with Ober-
mayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP, 
recently earned Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design Green Building 
professional accreditation.

Barbara T. Ilsen, a 
partner at Dilworth 
Paxson LLP, was 
recently named to 
the board of directors 
of MANNA, a non-
profit organization 
that provides home-

delivered, medically appropriate meals 
and nutritional counseling to people at 
acute nutritional risk from life-threaten-
ing illnesses. 

Thomas R. Bond, a shareholder with Mar-
shall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & 
Goggin, was recently appointed chair of 
the Communications Committee of the 
National Risk Retention Association.

John F. Mullen, member of Cozen 
O’Connor, recently lectured for the 
Associated Pennsylvania Contractors on 
understanding litigation risks in a pre-
sentation titled, “How E-Mail is Raising 
Your Lawsuit Risk: Reducing Litigation 
Risk in the Digital Age.”

Louis Coffey of WolfBlock was a featured 
speaker at the American Institute of 
Architects’ Fifth Annual Regional Confer-
ence titled “Design on the Delaware” on 
Oct. 8 and 9.

M. Gordon Dan-
iels, CEO of Land 
Services USA, has 
been named to the 
Board of the Jeanne 
Ruddy Dance, a 
not-for-profit dance 
company based in 

the aesthetics of contemporary dance. 

William P. Shelley, Alicia G. Curran and 
Justice Sandra Schultz Newman, mem-
bers of Cozen O’Connor, participated in 
the 2007 Mealey’s Bad Faith Litigation 
Conference. Shelley served as co-chair of 
the conference.

Larry R. Wood Jr., a partner with Pepper 
Hamilton LLP, has been elected to the 
board of directors of the Foundation 
for Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 
He has also been elected to the board 
of directors of the Mann Center for the 
Performing Arts in Philadelphia. 

Frances Gauthier, of 
counsel to Stradley 
Ronon Stevens & 
Young, LLP, was 
recently appointed 
as co-chair of the 
diversity committee 
of the American Bar 

Association Business Law Section.

Samuel W. Silver, a member of Schnader 
Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, has been 
inducted as a Fellow of the American 
College of Trial Lawyers.

Christopher C. 
Scarpa, a partner 
with Stradley Ronon 
Stevens & Young, 
LLP, recently pre-
sented at “The New 
Transparency: What 
the IRS and Donors 

are looking for from Charitable Organiza-
tions,” attended by nonprofit executives, 
CFOs and managers.

Abbe F. Fletman, 
a shareholder with 
Flaster/Greenberg, 
has been selected 
as one of 30 2007 
Women of Distinc-
tion by the Philadel-
phia Business Journal.

Dennis L. Cohen and Michael R. Stein, 
members of Cozen O’Connor, recently 
gave a seminar for accountants at the 
Brindisi Tax Academy in Radnor, Pa.

James J. Kozuch, a partner with Caesar, 
Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen & Pokotilow, 
recently addressed local lawyers on “Strat-
egies for Addressing Key Issues in Patent 
Claim Construction” at a CLE program 
sponsored by Law Seminars International.

Charles J. Meyer, a partner with Fox 
Rothschild LLP, has joined the board of 
the Mid-Atlantic Region of Boys Town 
Jerusalem.

Richard L. Fox, a partner with Dilworth 
Paxson LLP, was the keynote speaker at 
the Planned Giving Council of Hous-
ton inaugural 2007 Speakers Series in 
Houston.

Craig R. Blackman and Heather M. Tash-
man of Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, 
LLP recently presented a guest lecture, 
“Insurance in the Fine Arts and Museum 
World,” at the University of the Arts 
Graduate School.

Justin B. Wineburgh, a member of Cozen 
O’Connor, appeared on “The Well Ad-
vised Woman” radio program on 1360 

AM WNJC where he discussed legal, 
professional and personal issues, as well as 
special considerations for female profes-
sionals in the entertainment industry. 

May Mon Post, an as-
sociate with Cohen, 
Fluhr & Gonzalez, 
P.C., was honored as 
one of Pennsylvania’s 
2007 Lawyers on the
Fast Track by Ameri-
can Lawyer Media at 

a dinner on Sept 20. 

Nina M. Gussack, a 
partner with Pepper 
Hamilton LLP, has 
been named to the 
board of directors of 
the Greater Phila-
delphia Chamber of 
Commerce.

Andrew B. Cohn, a partner with Kaplin 
Stewart Meloff Reiter & Stein, P.C., has 
been named to the National Board of 
Directors of the Nonprofit Finance Fund.

Michael D. Homans of Flaster/Greenberg 
co-presented “Guarding Your Company 
Against Overtime Lawsuits,” on Oct. 
17 at the 13th Annual Pennsylvania Bar 
Institute’s Business Lawyer’s Institute.

William R. Sasso, chair of of Stradley 
Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP, was 
recently recognized by the World Affairs 
Council of Philadelphia for his outstand-
ing service as chairman of the council’s 
board of directors (2005-2007) and for 
his strong commitment to global educa-
tion of the future citizens of the com-
munity.

Gino J. Benedetti, a 
partner at Dilworth 
Paxson LLP, recently 
organized and mod-
erated a mock trial 
for students affiliated 
with the Philadel-
phia Police Athletic 

League to introduce them to the judicial 
process.

People

nNAMES ARE NEWS
“People” highlights news of members’ 
awards, honors or appointments of a 
community or civic nature. Information 
may be sent to Jeff Lyons, Senior Manag-
ing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market 
St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. 
Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: reporter@
philabar.org.  Color photos are also 
welcome.
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 Certifi ed Public Accountants

 Registered Firm of the 
Public Company Accounting 
Oversight Board (PCAOB)

Member Firm of CPA Connect

 Kevin J. Conner, 
MST, CPA

Managing Director

Diana L. Sherman, 
CISA, CPA

Director of Audit Services

 “serving 
the needs 

of our clients 
since 1991”

 · Litigation Consulting Services

· Expert Witness Testimony

· Forensic Accounting

· Taxation, Domestic & International

· Business Valuations

· SEC Audits

 110 South State Street, Suite 200

Newtown, Pennsylvania 18940

215/860-3322 • Fax: 215/860-3653

e-mail: info@connercpa.com

 Certifi ed Public Accountants
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