
PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION 
FAMILY LAW SECTION MINUTES 

Meeting of April 4, 2005 
 

The Section Meeting was called to order approximately 4:10 p.m. by Chair Milton Savage.  The Next 
Section Meeting is Monday, May 2, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
The March minutes were approved as submitted. 
 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT  
 
    The net assets as of February 28, 2005 are $7,626.00.   

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 
a. Judge Fox and Ed Lehman, Supervisor, discussed the Court’s new Support Compliance Unit 

which opened on February 28, 2005 at 27 S. 12th Street.  The Unit is designed to increase 
collections, handle many of the more routine problems associated with support and help 
insure that cases go before judges when there is a need for judicial intervention.  Attorneys 
may send letters to the Support Compliance Unit to generate an enforcement conference or 
file Contempt Petitions to be scheduled before a Judge.   

 
b.  Judge Fox also discussed a new pilot procedure that is scheduled to start on May 20, 2005 to 

simultaneously handle initial custody and support cases when they are filed as counts in a 
Complaint for Divorce.   The custody and support cases will be listed together on Fridays and 
heard forty five (45) minutes apart.   The Court hopes to expand this procedure to include all 
initial custody and support complaints filed on the same day even if there is no divorce filed.  
The procedures at the custody and support conferences will not change.  For example, if there 
is no agreement on support, then the conference officer will enter an interim support order and 
schedule the case before a support master. 

 
c. Judge Fox invited the Section to attend the portrait unveiling of retired Judge Jerome A. 

Zaleski, scheduled for 4:00 PM in Courtroom 655, City Hall.  A reception will follow at 5:00 
PM in the Alex Bonavitacola Law Library, Room 600, City Hall. 

 
d. Milton Savage and Jacqueline Segal met with Judge Field on March 28, 2005 and discussed 

her requests for the Section’s assistance and support in finding a new location for the court’s 
supervised nursery and for cooperation with the public health commissioner’s campaign to 
address teen problems.   

 
e. Milton Savage is going to convene a special meeting to discuss current issues in Dependency 

Court.   Members of the Philadelphia Bar Association who practice in Dependency Court are 
welcome to attend.     

 
f.  Natasha Gonzales and Kimberly Krzyzaniak- Stark reported on the grandparents’ visitation 

rights case,  Hiller v. Fausey scheduled before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court for oral 
argument on May 16, 2005.  The Pennsylvania Supreme Court cite is No. 197 MAP 2004.  



The Superior Court Opinion can be found at Fausey v. Hiller, 851 A. 2d 193 (Pa. Super. 
2004).  In that case, the child’s father denied the grandmother, who had helped care for the 
child for two years before the child’s mother died from cancer, any contact after the mother 
died.  The court will decide if the grandmother is entitled to partial custody pursuant to 23 
Pa.C.S.§ 5311.  Father’s argument is based on the U.S. Supreme Court case, Troxel v. 
Granville, 530 U.S. 57 (2000) which found that the biological parent’s substantive due 
process rights were violated by granting a grandparent the right to see a grandchild over the 
objection of the mother.  Mark Momjian and Lauren Sorrentino from Schnader co-authored 
grandmother’s brief.  Karen Buck, Stephen Feldman and Kimberly Krzyzaniak-Stark co-
authored the Senior LAW Center amicus brief on behalf of the Support Center for Child 
Advocates, Philadelphia Society for Services to Children, CARIE, Pennsylvania Association 
of Area Agencies on Aging, and PCCY.   

 
g. William Ehrich discussed three (3) new amendments to the Divorce Code contained in Act 

175 as follows:  1) changes to the provisions related to evaluating non marital property as it 
relates to defined contribution plans, 2) consideration of tax ramifications on property 
distribution even if the tax is not immediate or certain, and 3) changes to valuation and 
distribution of defined benefit plans.   The Divorce Code Amendments are effective January 
27, 2005 except for the provisions related to defined benefit plans.  These provisions are 
applicable to proceedings commenced after January 27, 2005.  However, the Courts may 
apply the Act 175 treatment for equitable reasons when evaluating defined benefit plans.  
Legislation is currently pending with regard to the effective date of the changes regarding 
defined benefit plans.  

 
h. Sharon Liebhaber announced that the Volunteers for Indigent Program (V.I.P.) mediation 

program with Good Shepard will begin this month.  Training for lawyers who volunteer to 
review the mediated agreements will be scheduled this month.  The date, time and place of the 
training will be posted on the List Serve.   

 
 
i. Carol Cardonick announced that the Bucks County Bar Association is presenting a program 

on tri county divorce procedure on Wednesday, April 20, 2005, noon to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Bucks County Bar Association.  Presenters for Philadelphia County and Montgomery County 
will be Mark Alleva and Phyllis Suriano respectively.    

 
 

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

There were no committee reports presented at the meeting due to the time allotted for the   
judicial announcements and the presentations. 

. 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:08 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patrica A. Dubin,Esquire 
____________________________ 
PATRICIA A. DUBIN, ESQUIRE 
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