
PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION 
FAMILY LAW SECTION MINUTES 

Meeting of May 2, 2005 
 

 Milton Savage convened the meeting at 4:06 p.m.  The next Section Meeting is Monday, June 6, 2005 at 
4:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
The April minutes were approved as submitted.   
 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT  
 

Judith Drasin reported that the net assets as of March 31, 2005 are $7,731.00, an increase of a few 
hundred dollars from February, 2005.     

 
     

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
a. Milton Savage announced that the Philadelphia Bar Association is working on a new state of 

the art web site.  New features will include: 1) sections for members only including meeting 
minutes, 2) on line dues paying, 3) improved design with more graphics and colors and 4) 
articles with current events.  The new web site scheduled for roll out in September 2005.   
Sections may submit newsletters and other substantive content.  If you wish to submit 
material for consideration for uploading to the web site, please contact Joni Berner.  
Information should be in a form available for posting by June 30, 2005.   

 
b. Milton Savage reported that Stefanie Seldin from Volunteers for the Indigent (V.I.P.) is 

seeking an attorney to accept a contested involuntary termination case at Family Court, 1801 
Vine Street.  Also, VIP appeal for volunteer lawyers is on-going, and Milton encourages all 
lawyers to consider volunteering their services, as schedules and commitments permit. 

 
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 
 

a. The custody committee co-chairs, Elaine Smith and Michael Bertin joined by David Steerman 
presented on three custody relocation cases as follows: 

 
i. Landis v. Landis, 2005 PA Super 78, decided February 23, 2005, appeal fromYork 

County 
 

The Pennsylvania Superior Court reversed the trial court and allowed mother to 
relocate with the parties’ children.  The appellate court concluded that the trial 
court failed to consider the best interests of the child, relied too heavily on father’s 
custody evaluator and his conclusion that the children had bonded with both 
parents, failed to appropriately consider father’s record with regard to prior 
violence and Protection From Abuse orders and failed to properly apply Gruber.  
They also determined that prior joint custody of the children was not a reason to 



deny relocation.   The case was remanded to allow mother to relocate and to work 
out a custody schedule for father. 
 

ii. Billhime v. Billhime, 2005 PA Super 80, LEXIS 301, Docket No. 1264MDA 2004, 
decided Feb 25, 2005, appeal from Montour County 

 
The Pennsylvania Superior Court reversed the trial court, allowed mother to 
relocate back to Florida where the parties had resided before moving to 
Pennsylvania and remanded for a custody schedule for father.  The court applied 
Gruber and a best interest test and determined that Mother had obtained a good 
full-time job in Florida which included medical benefits that had previously been 
available through father’s sporadic employment, family and friends lived in 
Florida and the children were awarded a scholarship.  The court held that all three 
prongs of Gruber had been met and that the move was in the best interest of the 
children.  They declined to prohibit mother from relocating just because father 
would have less time with the children than if they all continued to live in 
Pennsylvania.   
 

iii.  Johns v.  Cioci, 1486 EDA 2004, 2004 PA Super, decided December 30, 2004. 
 

The trial court denied mother’s relocation request and switched primary physical 
custody of their twelve year old child to father even though mother had been the 
previous primary custodial parent.  The trial court’s rational for transferring 
primary custody to father was that mother did not encourage the child’s 
relationship with him.  The Pennsylvania Superior Court remanded on the issue of 
changing primary custody from mother to father even though they did not change 
the trial court’s order pending the remand.  The mother wanted to move primarily 
because of her new husband’s business in Virginia.  However, the trial court 
concluded that the stepfather could conduct his business from either Pennsylvania 
or Virginia.   

 
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
                                Committee                                                Meeting Date and Location 
 

Adoption:  

Bernie Faigenbaum reported that the 
Committee will be discussing their November 
2005 presentation to the Family Law Section.   

Next meeting:    

June 15, 2005, noon , 
Philadelphia Bar 
Association 

 

Custody:  

Elaine Smith & Michael Bertin reported that 
the Committee will be discussing grandparent 
standing issues at the next meeting.   

 

Next meeting:  

May 25, 2005, 12:30 p.m., 
bring lunch,  at Obermayer, 
One Penn Center,  1617 JFK 
Blvd, 19th Floor 

  



Dependency: 

Richard Lunenfeld addressed some concerns of 
attorneys practicing dependency law at 1801 
Vine Street, including proposed changes to the 
way that cases are assigned to attorneys from 
the private bar.  Dependency Bar attorneys 
would like the Family Law Section to become 
involved in these issues.  Milton Savage 
announced a meeting for Family Law Section 
Executive Committee Members and 
dependency attorneys to discuss these issues 
on May 4, 2005 at 3:00 p.m., 1801 Vine Street, 
courtroom TBA.  Milton Savage said that the 
Section would like work with the dependency 
court attorneys and will entertain their 
suggestions for resolutions and proposals.  

 

Next meeting:  June 2, 2005 
4:00 p.m., 1801 Vine St, 
Courtroom H 

Divorce and Equitable Distribution: 

On April 23, 2005 Bill Ehrich gave a 
presentation on the new divorce code 
amendments focusing on pension and 
retirement benefits. 

Next meeting/ program: 

TBA 

 

 
Domestic Violence: 

Melissa Dutton reported that the committee 
will meet every other month.  They will be 
planning their October Family Law Section 
presentation at the next meeting. 

 

Next meeting: 

June 23, 2005, 4:00 pm, 
Women Against Abuse 
Legal Center, 100 S. Broad 
Street, 5th Floor, 

Program and Events: 

Megan Watson announced that the Family Law 
Section Cocktail Party to honor the new judges 
will be held on June 14, 2005, at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Westin Hotel.  Please save the date.   

 

 

Support and Alimony: 

Carol Cardonick reminded everyone that the 
event for Marvin Williams will be held at the 
Italian Bistro, Broad & Walnut on May 4, 2005 
at 6:00 p.m. 

 Next meeting: 

TBA on the list serve 

  

  



Rights of Unmarried Co Habitants 

Margaret Klaw announced a program on the 
New Jersey Domestic Partnership Act 
featuring speakers Helen Casale and Stephen 
Hyland.  The program is on June 30, 2005 
from noon to 2:00 p.m. at the Philadelphia Bar 
Association, 10th Floor Board Room.   

 

Next meeting:   

June 27, 2005, noon at 
Schnader 

  
VI. GOOD & WELFARE 

 
a. The Bench-Bar Meeting will be held September 30, 2005 to October 1, 2005 at the Tropicana 

Hotel, Atlantic City.  There will be a family law presentation on Emerging Issues in Family 
Law.   

 
b. Judith Drasin reminded everyone that Thomas Friedman, writer for the New York Times, is 

speaking about his new book, “The World is Flat-A Brief History of the Twenty First 
Century” at a benefit for HIAS on May 4, 2005 at the Park Hyatt. 

 
c. David Steerman announced that Hillary J. Moonay is leaving Obermayer and beginning a new 

position at the Law Office of Jeffrey M. Williams, Esquire in Bucks County.  Maris J. Weiner 
will be joining Obermayer on May 17, 2005.  She formerly worked at Hofstein & Weiner and 
Baird Pollock’s office in Harrisburg.   

 
  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:08 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia A. Dubin 
____________________________ 
PATRICIA A. DUBIN, ESQUIRE 

 
Date: May 15, 2005 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Recent Pennsylvania Appellate Court Family Law Slip Opinions dated May, 2005  
  
 

       
 


