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Merit Selection Needed
for Judges, Feldman Says
by Jeff Lyons

Calling the mission “clear and
urgent,” Chancellor Alan M. Feldman
said the Association must protect the
authority and the discretion vested in
our judges to interpret and apply the
law. 

“We must oppose the drumbeat of
calls for so-called judicial restraint
and strict construction of the law,
because we know that these are sim-
ply code words for the de facto nulli-
fication of a free and autonomous
judiciary,” Feldman told Association
members at the Dec. 6 Annual Meet-
ing Luncheon at the Park Hyatt
Philadelphia at the Bellevue.

“Remember: We are the Philadel-
phia Bar Association, with a magnifi-
cent history and tradition of standing
up and speaking out against those
who would make judges subservient
to the political whims of the moment.
We have no greater calling than to
protect judicial independence, and to
make sure that what happened to
Justice Nigro never happens again to
another judge in this Common-
wealth,” he said, referring to the fail-
ed retention bid of Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court Justice Russell M. Nig-
ro, who was denied a seat on the
state’s highest court amid voter back-
lash over legislative and judicial pay
raises.

Feldman called on the state to
adopt merit selection of judges.
“Legislation introduced earlier this
year by State Senators Fumo and
Williams to amend our Constitution
in order to bring merit selection of
judges to Philadelphia is an impor-

tant step forward. The amendment
would establish a broadly representa-
tive Commission to develop a list of
eminent nominees for consideration
and appointment by the governor,”
he said.

Feldman also proposed a plan that
would grant continuing legal educa-
tion credit to attorneys who perform
pro bono legal services.

“Pro bono service is a moral re-
sponsibility, as well as a professional
obligation imposed by Rule 6.1 of the
Rules of Professional Conduct. But the
fact is that this isn’t enough to over-
come real-world time and billing
pressures, which inhibit even lawyers
who have a genuine interest in pro-
viding pro bono representation.  If

A. Michael Pratt, a partner at Pepper
Hamilton LLP, will serve as Vice
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar
Association in 2006 after running unop-
posed in the Tuesday, Dec. 6 election.

Pratt will serve as Chancellor-Elect in
2007 and Chancellor in 2008.

The following candidates for Bar
offices also ran unopposed and will be
serving in their positions on Jan. 1:
Treasurer, Scott F. Cooper; Assistant
Treasurer, Jeffrey M. Lindy; Secretary,
John E. Savoth; Assistant Secretary,
Kathleen D. Wilkinson; and Board of
Governors, Judy F. Berkman, Kim R.
Jessum, Matthew Perks, Stephanie
Resnick and Eric G. Zajac.

The following seven candidates were
elected to three-year terms on the
Young Lawyers Division Executive
Committee: May Mon Post (241 votes),
Hope Caldwell (235), Jocelyn A.
Gabrynowicz (230), Katherine Skubecz
(224), Shawane L. Lee (217), Alexis J.
Gultanoff (216) and Brian S. Chacker
(215). Also receiving votes were Agatha
Lambris (119) and Henry Yamplosky
(103).

Pratt
to Become
Chancellor
in 2008

Chancellor Alan M. Feldman outlined his plans for 2006 to Bar members at the Dec. 6
Annual Meeting Luncheon.

continued on page 10
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Attorneys representing families
looking to overturn the Dover School
District’s “intelligent design” curriculum
will discuss the case at a Tuesday, Jan.
24 Chancellor’s Forum.

Eric Rothschild and Stephen G.
Harvey, the lawyers for eight families
who challenged the district’s policy
that includes “intelligent design” in the
curriculum, will offer a first-hand per-
spective on the local trial that has
placed our region at the forefront of
this controversial issue.

In October 2004, the Dover School
District was thrust into the national
and international spotlight when it be-
came the first district in the country to
include in its biology curriculum the
concept of “intelligent design” - the
idea that life had to have been created
by an intelligent, supernatural actor
because it is too complex to have

developed through natural processes.
In a six-week trial this fall in U.S.

District Court for the Middle District of
Pennsylvania, plaintiffs argued that
intelligent design is an attempt to bring
creationism and religion into the class-
room, and contested the school dis-
trict's argument that intelligent design
is a valid scientific alternative to the
theory of evolution.

The federal trial is being touted as
the first legal test of the constitutionali-

ty of teaching intelligent design as sci-
ence, and the most significant case on
religious issues in public school science
classes since 1987, when the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled against the teach-
ing of creation science.

The Chancellor's Forum begins at 12
p.m. in the 11th floor Conference
Center of Bar Association headquarters,
1101 Market St. A complimentary lunch
will be served, but RSVP is required.
Visit philadelphiabar.org to RSVP.

by Alan M. Feldman

Sometime during 2006 our nation
will lose the services of a great jurist
and a wonderful person, Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor.

Justice O’Connor cuts across all
political boundaries and her integrity
and dedication to the cause of justice
remain unquestioned. When Justice
O’Connor speaks, people listen.

In a recent address in front of the
American Academy of Appellate Law-
yers Justice O’Connor reflected on her
time on the high court and noted that
judges don’t always make everybody
happy. “We have the power to make
the president or the Congress really,
really angry,” she said. “In fact, if we do
not make them mad some of the time,
we probably aren’t doing our jobs. Our
effectiveness,” she added, “therefore
relies on the knowledge that we won’t
be subject to retaliation for our acts.”

That’s an important statement -
expressing a powerful condition to the
“effectiveness” referenced by Justice
O’Connor.

But now even Justice O’Connor
must admit that we can no longer sim-
ply assume that judges “won’t be sub-
ject to retaliation for their acts.”

Indeed, Justice O’Connor herself
went on to describe recent threats to
judicial independence including mat-
ters related to last year’s emotional Ter-
ri Schiavo case in which we learned
that even the historic jurisdiction of
state courts over family disputes could
be casually sacrificed by zealots - zeal-
ots with significant political power and
influence - whose notion of judicial in-
dependence was “my way or the high-

way.” Turning the phrase on its ear, Jus-
tice O’Connor described the Schiavo
case as a “flagrant display of judicial
restraint.”

I’m glad that Justice O’Connor sig-
naled out the term “judicial restraint”
because it and terms such as “strict
construction of the law” are used as
code words for the de facto nullifica-
tion of a free and autonomous judicia-
ry. Sadly, our judiciary is under attack
by those who want results-oriented
justice that produces decisions that
strictly adhere to their own political
views.

And for evidence of that we need
not rely solely on Justice O’Connor. 

No less an authority than the Am-
erican Judicature Society has rightly
pointed out that recent attacks on an
independent judiciary have not only
included voting state court judges out
of office, and the threatened impeach-
ment of federal judges who make un-
popular rulings, but also the denial of
necessary adjustments to judicial com-
pensation, and punitive cuts in the
budgets of both federal and state
courts. 

It’s gotten so bad that last spring a

United States senator actually suggest-
ed a “cause-and-effect” connection be-
tween so-called judicial activism and
“recent episodes of courthouse violence
in this country.” True, the senator later
softened his remarks. But what could
have prompted him to even suggest
such a connection in the first place?

In my lifetime I have never seen our
judiciary under such relentless attack.

If you doubt that the threat to judi-
cial independence is real you need
only look to our recent experience in
Pennsylvania where an honest, decent
and qualified justice of the state Sup-
reme Court was voted out of office by
an angry electorate for reasons that
had absolutely nothing to do with his
performance as a judge. I truly believe
we must make sure that what happen-
ed to Justice Russell Nigro never hap-
pens again to another judge here.

This year we will act on two fronts:
Where appropriate, we will promptly,
vigorously and steadfastly defend
judges against unfair attacks and we
will also redouble our efforts to amend
the state constitution so that Philadel-
phia will be able to switch to a merit
based non-elective system for choosing
judges. It is clear that merit selection is
the only way to separate the judicial
selection process from momentary pas-

sions and purely partisan political con-
cerns.

Judicial independence and a top-
flight judiciary go hand-in-hand.

And this is a cause that we must
embrace as lawyers, as officers of the
court and as responsible citizens. It is
our cause.

“There is no natural constituency for
judicial independence,” Justice
O’Connor said, “except for a vibrant,
responsible lawyer class. We can’t trust
the courts to protect themselves.”

Alan M. Feldman, a partner at Feldman, Shepherd,
Wohlgelernter, Tanner and Weinstock, is Chancellor of
the Philadelphia Bar Association. His e-mail address is
chancellor@philabar.org.
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Chancellor’s Forum on ‘Intelligent Design’ Jan. 24

It is clear that merit selection is the only way to separate the judicial

selection process from momentary passions and purely partisan political

concerns.
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by Daniel A. Cirucci

Picture a snake swallowing a water-
melon.

That’s what
America’s popula-
tion profile has
looked like as baby
boomers have
slowly aged. There
are now about 30
million of us
between the ages of

55 and 64. And we are at the older end
of the boomer spectrum. By 2014 there
will be 40 million in this age group.
These figures hold true within our own
legal community as well. And the
number of older Americans will just
keep growing.

When people tell me that I’m old,
even for a baby boomer I answer: “No,
you’ve got it wrong. I’m in the van-
guard of my generation. I’m leading
the way.”

Well, what do you expect from
someone whose business has been
called “pure spin?” Anyway, trend-spot-
ters tell us that we boomers won’t
retire in the traditional sense. Rather,
we’ll move onto something else. We’ll
hold onto whatever treasure we have
and take our time and talent and invest
it in new endeavors.

And I am trying to get out in front
of the trend. Later this month I will
leave the Bar Association after nearly
28 years to begin dividing my time
between consulting and teaching.

Far from retiring, I’ll be sharing
what I’ve learned with others and
applying it to help others. But I’ll also
be leaving a space behind and giving a
younger person a chance to write the
next chapter in the Bar Association’s
public relations effort. And I think
that’s important.

Since I’ve already been teaching
part-time for several years now I’ve
been able to spend hundreds of hours
with an emerging crop of 20-some-
things. Here’s what I’ve discovered:
they’re bright, talented, engaging and a
lot more mature in their own way than
you might think. And what’s more,
being with them is just plain fun.
They’re anxious to assume their right-
ful roles in the workplace (indeed,
many of them are already working
their way through school).

So here’s my message to my fellow
boomers: Polish off your plan for
tomorrow. Make haste. The spotlight is
ready to move. The next act is waiting
in the wings — and it’s looking good!

Daniel A. Cirucci is the Association’s Associate  Executive
Director for Communications and Public Policy.

Nation’s Boomers
are Moving On

In Their Own Words

Daniel A. Cirucci

by Asima Panigrahi 

The First Judicial District’s new Jud-
icial Pro Bono Committee, consisting of
members of both the bench and the
bar, has been formed to identify cate-
gories of cases that illustrate an in-
creasing need for pro bono services.

Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas Judge Anne E. Lazarus, appointed
chair of the Committee by Adminis-

trative Judge James J. Fitzgerald III, said
the committee will “examine how we
offer access to justice to all people, es-
pecially underprivileged people who
cannot afford to use the courts effec-
tively.”

Other committee members include
Judge Fitzgerald, along with Court of
Common Pleas Judges Gary S. Glazer,
Annette M. Rizzo, Kevin M. Dougherty,
Idee C. Fox, Lillian Harris Ransom, Mu-

nicipal Court Judge Ronald Merriwea-
ther and Court of Common Pleas Ad-
ministrative Officer Karen Blackburn.
The members of the bar include Thom-
as E. Zemaitis, a partner at Pepper
Hamilton, LLP and president of Vol-
unteers for the Indigent Program, and
Carl Oxholm III, general counsel of
Drexel University and senior vice pres-
ident of their new College of Law. A

FJD Panel to Examine Pro Bono Needs

continued on page 12
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Immediate-Past Chancellor Andrew A. Chirls holds a bound volume of 2005 editions of the Philadelphia Bar
Reporter at the Board of Governors  meeting on Dec. 12. The volume, marking Chirls’ year as Chancellor, was pre-
sented by 2005 Board Chair Patrice A. Toland, and has the word “Chancellor” inscribed in several languages.
Chirls gave Toland a ceremonial gavel to commemorate her year as chair. Also honored were outgoing Board
members Audrey C. Talley, Ronald A. Kovler, Mary F. Platt,  Alexander B. Giacobetti, Gregory H. Mathews, Molly
Peckman, Mark W. Tanner, Butler Buchanan III, Kathleen M. Shay, George Newman, Carolyn M. Zack, Susan J.
Kupersmith, Richard S. Seidel, Stewart M. Weintraub, Lenard A. Cohen, Robert Hrouda and Clifford E. Haines.  

The Board of Directors of the Jenkins Law Library has
approved a membership dues increase of $25 per year for
2006 and 2007. This will go into effect on Jan. 1, 2006.
Attorneys who are not members of Jenkins will be unable
to use the library on a daily basis unless they subscribe to
the membership program.

As the county law library for Philadelphia, Jenkins’
primary revenue comes from court filing fees that
declined substantially in 2005. Since membership dues
presently account for only 9 percent of the law library’s
funding and have not been raised in 15 years, the board
agreed this increase was necessary.

“Without a predictable source of funding, it is difficult
to maintain the high level of customer service and in-
depth print and online collections that our members have
come to rely upon for their legal research,” said Library
Director Regina L. Smith. The dues increase was recom-
mended by the law library’s Strategic Planning Commit-
tee, chaired by Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Ad-
ministrative Judge James J. Fitzgerald III. The committee
will be presenting the finalized strategic plan to the board
in early 2006.

The Jenkins Law Library supports the legal information
research needs of the general public and over 9,500 mem-
bers. In addition to an extensive current, historic and rare
book collection, library members have free public access
to LexisNexis, Westlaw, palawlibrary.com and numerous
online research tools. As an added benefit, many online
research materials are now available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week to members through the library’s Web site,
jenkinslaw.org.

Former Chancellor, Board Chair Honored Jenkins Board OKs
$25 Increase in Dues
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Incoming Family Law Section Chair Jacqueline G. Segal is joined by
Court of Common Pleas Judge Myrna P. Field at the section’s Nov. 30
Annual Dinner at Maggiano’s Little Italy. Judge Field was honored for her
dedication and service to the Family Law bench.

Former Workers’ Compensation Section Co-Chair Judge Marc W. Harrison (from left) stands with Martha
Hampton Award recipient Maria Terpolilli at the Section’s Nov. 30 Reception at the Pyramid Club. Also pictured
are Marc Jacobs and former section co-chairs Deborah Beck, Michael Dryden and Judge Scott Olin.

The Young Lawyers Division held its annual Holiday Party on Dec. 8 at the Boathouse Row Bar at the Rittenhouse
Hotel. Pictured (from left) are Matthew Kappa, Charles Eppolito III, Bethany Wilson and Michael Stewart. The
event was sponsored by Mellon Financial.

Incoming Public Interest Section Chair Jeffrey Campolongo stands with
Andrew Hamilton Award recipient Sharon Dietrich at the Section’s Dec.
1 Annual Reception at Loews Philadelphia Hotel.

PHILADELPHIA
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Chancellor-Elect Jane L. Dalton (from left) joins John P. McGee, Michelle M. Marx and Kevin
P. Ray, co-chairs of the Association’s Committee on the Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay
Men, at the Committee’s Dec. 7 Holiday Party at the offices of Duane Morris LLP. McGee,
Philadelphia Department of Human Services Children and Youth Division Deputy
Commissioner, accepted the committee’s Cheryl Ingram Advocate for Justice Award on
behalf of DHS. 

Tax Section Chair Joseph E. Ronan Jr. (left) is joined by William Eldridge Frenzel, a member
of the faculty for the dinner CLE, at the Section’s Annual Dinner on Dec. 8 at the Rittenhouse
Hotel.

The 2005 leadership of the State Civil Litigation Section gathers at the section’s inaugural
Holiday Reception on Dec. 12 at the Westin Philadelphia. Pictured from left are Kathleen D.
Wilkinson, Rudolph Garcia, Ronald A. Kovler and Richard S. Seidel.

Julia B. Fisher, outgoing chair of the Probate and Trust Section, poses with new chair Mary
Jane Barrett at the Section’s Annual Reception on Dec. 13 at the Atrium of the Crystal Tea
Room in the Wanamaker Building.
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Karen Detamore visits with Thomas J. Prettyman (center) and Jeffrey Campolongo, co-
chairs of the Committee on the Legal Rights of Persons with Disabilities, at the Committee’s
Dec. 14 reception at the Bar Association. 

Michael J. Berkowitz, incoming chancellor of the Louis J. Brandeis Law Society, presents a
gift to Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Judge Anne E. Lazarus, the outgoing chancellor,
at the group’s Dec. 7 Hanukkah Party.

Philadelphia City Solicitor Romulo L. Diaz Jr. addresses a reception in his honor at the
Mayor’s Reception Room in City Hall on Dec. 1. The reception was an official welcome for
Diaz as the city solicitor and was sponsored by the Philadelphia Bar Association. 

Judith Frankel Rubino, Criminal Justice Section chair for 2005, greets incoming section
Chair John A. Ryan at the section’s Dec. 15 Annual Reception. The section honored
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Judge Benjamin Lerner with its annual Justice
Thurgoood Marshall Award at the event, held at Loews Philadelphia Hotel.
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by Michael B. Hayes
This promises to be a very impor-

tant year for the future of our profes-
sion and our city. The state legislature
continues to put an increasing number
of measures on the table that will have
a direct impact on the practice of law
in Pennsylvania, such as the proposed
tax on legal services. At the same time,
trouble has been brewing at home,
with prominent attorneys here in
Philadelphia being swept into - and
receiving charges out of - the now-
infamous City corruption scandal.

While government ethics reform
measures are being proposed, debated,
and voted on by City Council, political
horses are lining up at the gates, jock-
eying for position, and sidling up to
the campaign troughs in preparation
for the 2007 mayoral election. And
although residential development is at
its highest pace in recent memory and
trendy restaurants, shops and clubs are
bringing more and more residents and
tourists to downtown Philadelphia,
poor neighborhoods throughout the
city continue to fall into disrepair and
despair.

The ring of gunshots has unfortu-
nately become commonplace in many
neighborhoods, with frightened citi-
zens refusing to cooperate with police,
even in the wake of senseless acts of
violence against innocent child-victims,
for fear of violent reprisals. Against this
bleak backdrop, the Police Department
faces an uphill struggle to restore peace
to the streets of Philadelphia. To be
sure, for those Philadelphians living in
the shadow of violence, poverty and
drugs, the prosperity of Center City and
the other “trendy” neighborhoods of
Philadelphia must seem a world away.

Will the legislature continue on its
seeming quest to regulate the practice
of law for the advancement of their
own political agendas and the enrich-
ment of state tax coffers? How will the
legislature’s encroachment on the prac-
tice of law affect our practices going
forward? Will the grand openings of
luxury condo after luxury condo in
Philadelphia, combined with the
much-anticipated introduction of
ethics reforms in city government, help
create significant business development
in the city? Will the rising tide of inter-
est and development in the City of
Brotherly Love “raise all ships,” as the
saying goes, or will the dichotomy
between the increasingly upper-class
neighborhoods versus the economical-
ly depressed areas of the city continue
to grow – making ours an unfortunate
tale of two cities?

These are just a few of the many
important questions facing us as the
young lawyers of Philadelphia. Do you
want to have a hand in the outcome of 

these important matters? Will your
voice be heard above the din as those
in power decide the future of our pro-
fession and our city?

On a more direct, personal level,
will you take charge of your profes-
sional growth and maturation as an
attorney? Do you want to develop a
network of fellow young lawyers and a
bevy of contacts in the business and

political spheres?  Are you ready to
give something back to the community
while improving the public perception
of attorneys?

If you find yourself answering some
- really, any - of these questions in the
affirmative, I strongly urge you, the
many members of our Young Lawyers
Division, to come out to one of our

continued on page 15

There’s nothing like having the right 
Pennsylvania form … right at your fingertips.

Find just the right form in a fraction of the time with new 
LexisNexis® Pennsylvania Online Forms.

LexisNexis and the Knowledge Burst logo are registered trademarks of Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used under license. 
It’s How You Know is a trademark of LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. Other products and services 
may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 
© 2005 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

AL8610

Featuring 

Dunlap-Hanna 

Pennsylvania Forms

Talk about legal ease … now you can identify and retrieve just 

the right Pennsylvania form with just a few clicks of your mouse.

LexisNexis Pennsylvania Online Forms help you proceed 

with confidence knowing you have the most up-to-date form

that fits most any point of law, factual situation or transaction.

Comprehensive, current and court-proven, our online collection 

of over 7,000 forms features key titles from the names you know 

and trust—Dunlap-Hanna Pennsylvania Forms, Bongiovanni’s 

Pennsylvania Transaction Guide: Legal Forms and more.

You can even use these time-saving forms as a starting point 

for related online research. Link directly to on-point case law, 

authoritative analytical resources and indispensable practice 

guides from the model form you’ve selected.

Find out how LexisNexis Pennsylvania Online Forms 

can add a little legal ease to your online research.

Visit www.lexisnexis.com/paforms or call 

877-810-5324 and mention code 203640.

Go Beyond Cases  &  Codes

Manage Your  Prac t i ce

Grow Your  Prac t i ce

Challenges Loom for Young Lawyers
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we’re serious as a profession about our
pro bono obligations, rather than just
continuing to look the other way at the
substantial non-participation of so
many of us, we need a solution that
accommodates the economic facts of
life,” he said. 

“I suggest that our Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court and the CLE Board adopt
new rules which would permit lawyers
to earn continuing legal education
credits for qualifying pro bono work,”
Feldman said, adding that Wyoming,
Delaware, New York, Tennessee and
Washington have moved in this direc-
tion. Colorado has adopted a new rule
that allows a lawyer providing uncom-
pensated legal representation to
receive one hour of CLE credit for
every 5 hours of pro bono service.

He also called on the lawyers of the
city to better fund the city’s public
interest law agencies.

“In 2006, together with leaders of
the Philadelphia Bar Foundation, I will
ask every law firm in our legal com-
munity, large and small, to contribute

$300 per lawyer to the Bar Foundation,
the Volunteers for the Indigent
Program and/or to the legal services
organization of your choice. I do not
and would not come before you to ask
for a level of support that is unrealistic;
in fact, a fair number of us are at or

above this level now, and other firms
are quite close. But our legal commu-
nity needs to commit to all of us
achieving this modest goal by the end
of next year,” Feldman said.

“The truth is that there isn’t a law
firm in this town that can’t afford what

amounts to less than $1 per day, or
about one billable hour per year, for
each of its lawyers. With your help and
support, we can and we will change
the culture in this great city to make
certain that people who have the mis-
fortune to be poor are not denied
access to justice in the very cradle of
liberty of our nation, our own beloved
Philadelphia,” he said.

Feldman said that a task force he
has appointed will recommend how a
Law Practice Management Section,
devoted exclusively to supporting the
business of practicing law, can be
adopted and implemented.

“We will also retain a law practice
management consultant who will pro-
vide no-charge expert management
consultations and services to every
member of the Bar Association, togeth-
er with regular management seminars
and a constant flow of information on
sound management and best practices.
With this new initiative, the
Philadelphia Bar Association will now
be your partner in supporting the
development, growth and, yes, the
financial success of your practices.
Prosperity is not a dirty word,” he said.

ANNUAL MEETING
continued from page 1

Chancellor Alan M. Feldman poses with his wife, Maureen Pelta, daughter, Erica and his
mother, Bernice Feldman. Feldman’s other daughter, Julia, was unable to attend the event. 

Feldman meets with Daniel-Paul Alva (left) at the reception. Alva will serve as chair of the
Board of Governors during Feldman’s year as Chancellor in 2006.

Chancellor Alan M. Feldman is joined by Vice Chancellor Jane L. Dalton and Chancellor-
Elect A. Michael Pratt before the Dec. 6 Annual Meeting Luncheon.

Chancellor Alan M. Feldman jokes with his brother, Elliott, at the reception prior to the Dec.
6 Annual Meeting Luncheon.

Joey T. Shabot, a third-year student at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, accepts
the Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg "Pursuit of Justice" Legal Writing Competition Award at the
Dec. 6 luncheon. The award was presented by Committee Co-Chairs Kathleen D. Wilkinson
(left) and Diane Edelman.
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Annual Meeting

Beaser Accepts Wachovia Fidelity Award
by Jeff Lyons

Lawrence J. Beaser, a former
Chancellor and current counsel to the
Board of Governors, was presented
with the Association’s Wachovia
Fidelity Award for his “passionate and
diligent work to advance the cause of
justice.”

The presentation was made at the
Association’s Dec. 6 Annual Meeting
Luncheon by Wachovia Fidelity Award
Committee Chair Elaine M. Rinaldi and
Noel Turner of Wachovia.

“This prestigious award is presented
annually to a member of our Associa-
tion, who through volunteer activities,
rendered over a considerable period
time, has made significant improve-
ments to the administration of justice,”
said Rinaldi.

“Larry joined Blank Rome in 1978
and from that point, he has worked
passionately and diligently to advance
the cause of justice and ensure that
everyone in our community has equal
access to legal representation,” she said.

Rinaldi said Beaser took an early
leadership role in the Association’s
Legislative Liaison Committee, working
tirelessly to advocate the Association’s
legislative agenda. “He successfully
focused his energy on legislation to
improve the justice system and make
funding available for legal services for
the poor.”

“Larry has played a critical role in
many of the issues advanced by our
profession, including, among others,
judicial discipline reform, merit selec-
tion of judges, improving services for

children, funding for legal services and
the creation of the business court,”
Rinaldi said.

“For those of you who know Larry,
you know he gives, gives and contin-
ues to give. In discussing this year’s
recipient of the Wachovia Fidelity
Award, one of our colleagues said
‘Larry Beaser is the epitome of dedica-
tion to the legal profession,” she said.

“I feel very privileged and grateful
that my work over the years has been
recognized by my colleagues here at
the Philadelphia Bar Association,”
Beaser said.  “I am especially grateful to
my Blank Rome family and I am hon-
ored that so many of you are here
today. I am proud to be a partner in a
firm that encourages me, and in fact,
encourages all of us, to volunteer our

time to help those less fortunate than
ourselves, to work toward improving
our system of justice and to help our
community.”

Beaser said the Wachovia Fidelity
Award, among other things, recognizes
volunteer work in improving the
administration of justice. “Our justice
system plays a central role in our
democratic society. There can be no

more important task than to work
towards improving and strengthening
that system and keeping our courts
strong and independent,” he said.

“In Pennsylvania, we are fortunate
to have Pennsylvanians for Modern
Courts, our statewide nonpartisan non-
profit organization, dedicated to
improving the justice system in our
state. I have been privileged for many
years to work with Pennsylvanians for
Modern Courts, its dedicated executive
director, Lynn Marks, and many others
in the fight for merit selection of
judges and for improvement in the
administration of justice. Because what
they do is so important for all of us,
and because they are so good at what
they do, I am proud to announce that I
am giving the prize given with the
Wachovia Fidelity Award to
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts,”
Beaser said. 

Previous recipients of the Wachovia
Fidelity Award include Gerald A.
McHugh Jr., Joseph A. Torregrossa,
Andre L. Dennis, William H. Ewing,
David Sykes, Robert C. Heim, Barbara
Sicalides, Lawrence J. Fox and former
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice
Frank J. Montemuro Jr.

Elaine M. Rinaldi presented the Association’s Wachovia Fidelity Award to former Chancellor
Lawrence J. Beaser at the Dec. 6 event. Beaser served as Chancellor in 1994.

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

Celebrates the

of
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

Philadelphia Volunteers for the 
Indigent Program Chancellor Award, 

2003, 2004, 2005

Council for the Advancement 
and Support of Education 

2004 Circle of Excellence Award

Finalist, 2004 ABA Judy M. Weightman
Memorial Public Interest Award

Villanova University School of Law is a Catholic and Augustinian institution that seeks to
reflect the spirit of St. Augustine by the cultivation of knowledge, by respect for individual

differences and by adherence to the principle that mutual love and respect should animate
every aspect of the law school’s life. 

For more information:  http://www.law.villanova.edu/adminis-
tration/alumnirelations/lawyeringtogether.asp
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Practical Publications For 
Pennsylvania Practitioners 

Public & Private

Call 215-204-5314
E-mail: LLMTRIAL@TEMPLE.EDU

www.temple.edu

Only with Temple Law’s Masters in Trial Advocacy
Master your trial skills with the nation’s only LL.M. in Trial Advocacy. Temple Law’s

award-winning one-year program is designed for practicing attorneys who want to

sharpen their litigation techniques.

Learn from the Masters. They did.
Roosevelt Hairston, Jr., General Counsel, The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Carmen Lineberger, Senior Trial Attorney, Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office

Leslie Anne Miller, General Counsel, The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Robert J. Mongeluzzi, Partner, Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky

Melissa Murphy Weber, Pennsylvania State Representative, 148th Legislative District

Successful
trial lawyers are
not born, they’re

made…better.

Now accepting applications
for the May 2007 class.
Now accepting applications 

for the May 2006 class.

similar committee already exists within
the federal bench, and includes mem-
bers such as U.S. District Court Judges
James T. Giles, Lowell A. Reed Jr. and
John R. Padova. 

Judge Lazarus, who also serves on
the board of Philadelphia VIP, said
there is a pressing need for increased
pro bono services. Part of her role on
the VIP board is to provide a judge’s
perspective on pro bono services, she
said. The Judicial Pro Bono Committee

is a forum where the issues and
impediments of pro bono service can
be openly discussed.

“Our first goal is to educate judges
and members of the bar on pro bono
needs and ways that we can help en-
courage pro bono, and second to diary
the committee’s efforts to present them
to the American Bar Association’s Eq-
ual Justice Conference being held in
Philadelphia in spring of 2006,” Judge
Lazarus said. She hopes the commit-
tee’s efforts can “create a road map for
other jurisdictions.”  

“The judiciary has a big role to play

in encouraging  pro bono by the mem-
bers of the bar, and the committee will
serve to rally the judiciary together be-
hind that idea to foster a better part-
nership between bench and bar,” Ze-
maitis said.

He said support from the judiciary
would “show the importance of pro
bono to the bar and having judges en-
couraging pro bono will get more peo-
ple involved.” He added “We should
support attorneys who already do pro
bono and encourage others to do it.”

Zemaitis said the committee will
make a presentation at the Equal Jus-

tice Conference on March 30 and April
1 in order to draw more attention to
their initiative. “I hope the presentation
will give us an impetus to move for-
ward and gel the work of the commit-
tee,” he said.

Judge Lazarus said anyone with
ideas, questions or concerns about the
Judicial Pro Bono Committee can con-
tact her or any of the other member of
the committee.

Asima Panigrahi, an associate at Lavin, O’Neil, Ricci,
Cedrone & DiSipio, is an associate editor of the
Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

PRO BONO
continued from page 4

A group of young lawyers active
in human rights work from Belgium,
Peru, Germany and the People’s
Republic of China participated in a
lively panel discussion on interna-
tional human rights issues at the Bar
Association on Nov. 22.

The lawyers, all L.L.M. candidates
at Temple University Beasley School
of Law, talked about how they
became involved in human rights
work and shared their perspectives
on the state of human rights in their
countries.

Chancellor Andrew A. Chirls wel-
comed the students and noted that
the panel’s discussion coincided with

the Bar Association’s 2005 theme of
spotlighting immigration law and
human rights issues. Delivery of
Legal Services Committee co-chair
Joseph Sullivan served as moderator. 

Brendan Van Alsenoy, from Belg-
ium, and Julianne Baxmann, from
Germany, discussed the European
Union, the European Court of Justice
and the differences in how civil
rights are protected in America and
Europe. Raquel Cohen and Edgar
Arana spoke about the violence,
abuse and systematic terror that
plagued the citizens of Peru from
1980 to 2000 and the current state of
human rights in Peru. Jiefeng (Jeff)

Lu, from China, talked about his
involvement with anti-employment
discrimination advocacy in China on
a grassroots level, and his represen-
tation of Chinese workers who were
treated unfairly due to their health
status (hepatitis or HIV positive). 

This event was co-sponsored by
the Delivery of Legal Services Com-
mittee, the International Visitors
Council of Philadelphia and the
Philadelphia Center, a college study
center for students spending a
semester in Philadelphia, as a “com-
munity partners” program, in coop-
eration with Temple University
Beasley School of Law. 

LLM Candidates Discuss Their Human Rights Work

Raquel Cohen discusses her human rights work in
Peru at a Nov. 22 Delivery of Legal Services
Committee event as Jiefeng (Jeff) Lu listens.
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MEZE
767 So. 9th St.
(215) 922-1997

by Skinny D. Bockol

Isabella, Angelina and Francesca are
the identical triplet babies born to
Dawn and Joseph Oliveira last month.
So when you see the parents at MEZE,
they should be looking weary and
thrilled. All of this in addition to
Joseph’s opening of MEZE in May.

The restaurant has been a culinary
BYOB blockbuster, ab ovo. Pound for
pound, it’s maturing as the finest far-
raginous foray into Cypriot/Greek cui-
sine Philadelphia has ever mid-wifed.

Chef Konstantino Pitsillides’ grilled
hallumi cheese ($7) is the first appetizer
to order so as to ground your taste-
buds for the remainder of the MEZE
experience. The cheese is sharp, salty
and golden, crisped to a seared tartness
on top, sides and bottom. Once a fork-
ful slides between your lips, a simple
grind of molars magnifies this Cyprus
cheese’s innards to form a molten
mouthful. You glow, mollified and glar-
ing at what’s left to devour.

Or try Three Dips Of The Day ($6), a
varying trio of huddled Mediterranean
puddles set forth on a long thin platter.
Dip into a placidly oiled, roasted red
pepper mound positioned among
sliced purple onion strands and Middle
Eastern spices; or drenched-in-garlic
scordalia mashed potatoes; or
blanched and blackened silk-skinned
eggplant ovals bathing in hot pepper
flakes and cinnamon; or perhaps a dip
of pounded black beans parsleyed per-

fectly and profusely. Your tongue swirls
and sails past Mediterranean flavors
and fragrances.

Never, ever neglect to order Greek
Island chips “for the table.”  I don’t
remember what they cost, nor should
you care. A huge white bowl arrives
laden with thickly cut potato spears.
The spuds look as if they’ve spent a
night or two on a Spartan mountain-
top, before having been seasoned for a
life of Greek drama. They are redolent
of heated oils, cilantro, peppercorns,
garlic and hints of lemon and crushed
cumin. Your belly begins to feel as if it
had once been a hollow wooden
Trojan horse. But never beware Greeks
bearing potatoes as gifts. These are
spectacular.

Entrées can be ordered as individ-
ual choices or from the MEZE menu.
The latter is divided into three sub-
choices: meat, fish or vegetarian. If
you’re a new visitor, the sampling plat-
ters are judicious and prudent selec-
tions. For instance, the “Meat Meze”
($50 for 2) can be the chef’s selections
of (a) fried keftedes, chopped veal and
pork rolled and rounded into meat-

loafs oozing with onion bits and
spiked by cinnamon; (b) Cypriot
sausage, lanky skinless tubes of grilled
lamb and fatless beef, involved body
and soul with Mediterranean herbs so
distinctive as to ring Orthodox church
bells in your brain; and (c) brilliant
green-peppered, lemon-oiled souvlaki;
all served with charred pita.

The Vegetable Meze ($40 for 2)
includes verdantly green filled falafel,
rested tabouli, some hallumi cheese
toasts, and garlic-gorgonizing humus
whose chickpeas have been anointed
in lemon oils.

I’ll not mention the Fish Meze ($50
for 2) except to say that a sea bass or
snapper arrives tableside to be filleted
by Joseph Oliveira who banters about
his beloved birthplace, Portugal, just
outside Porto. He’s pleased to be in
Philadelphia where his newborns are
receiving extraordinary care. He’s hop-
ing to have the triplets home soon.
Pictures abound, and the nature of
“identical” becomes beautifully clear.

The restaurant has square blocks of
slate for flooring, two-toned painted
mauve walls and about 20 tables. The
walls are claimed by framed works of
colorful modern abstract art.

The kitchen is down a flight of steps,

which makes waitpersoning a leg-mus-
cle builder. All service is with a knowl-
edgeable and concerned staff, ham-
pered only by carrying the heavy
white plates up and down those steps.

Desserts may range from a luscious
chocolate tart to phyllo-dough-
perimetered mixture of nuts and dates.
But to savor the subtle Cypriot nuances
of life’s sweetness, carouse around a
bowl of authentic sopping rice pud-
ding ($6). The hundred turgid pieces of
rice are warm and succulent. They
become engrained to the inside of your
cheeks, and begin to melt as your
enzymes co-mingle with the rice’s
starch, dissolving deliciously just as
your esophagus opens in greeting.

Or claim an elongated plated
mélange of “traditional preserved fruit”
($5). A lineup of slices of fig, bitter
orange, pear, dates, cumquat and cold
yogurt culminates the meal. Uniquely
stylized and elegantly presented, you
find yourself at the fruit-filled end of a
rainbow of sugary samplings. Ninth
Street now, certainly, has a new pot of
gold.

EQUO CREDITE, TEUCRI

Skinny D. Bockol, a sole practitioner, is an advisory editor
of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter. His reviews are avail-
able online at www.bockol.com.

433 MARKET STREET, Suite B-06, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 08102
Tel. (tol l free) : 866-900-Elite (3548)   Fax (toll free) : 866-900-2250

www.EliteCourtServices.com

Elite Court Services,Inc.

Because we believe that, once 
you try our high-tech, all-around,
full-service company, you will 
come to rely on us again and 
again, we are offering free 
process serving for 30 days to all 
qualifying new clients. Call or 
visit our website today for further
information.

*Applies only to local serves and only 
to local Philadelphia County attorneys.

Jenkins Law Library

WiFi technology

Conference rooms for formal or informal meetings

Cafe´ - grab a cup of coffee, eat lunch, meet colleagues

24/7 access to databases directly from your desktop

833 Chestnut East, Suite 1220 

Philadelphia, PA

215.574.1505

www.jenkinslaw.org

New Services

New Look

Come Visit Us!

MEZE’s Cyrpiot/Greek Cuisine Stands Out
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NEW FOR 2006 – EVERY LEGAL DIRECTORY COMES WITH A FREE ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION!

ADVERTISING
THAT WORKS!
To reserve your ad in 

The Legal Directory 2006,
contact Howard Hyatt at

410-902-5797 or 
800-466-8721 x250.

CALL NOW FOR 
BEST POSITIONS!

It's all available, both the printed book
and expanded online resource, 

for one price – $57.95, plus shipping and 
tax, if ordered before Jan. 19.

The Legal Directory 2006 plus The Legal Directory Online are now together at one low price! 
For the first time, every hard-copy edition comes with a complimentary online subscription. 

As always, both printed and online editions of The Legal Directory will contain comprehensive, 
up-to-date listings of area law firms and attorneys.

NEW FOR 2006! >>>> The online version also will include all the indispensable 
resources found in the printed directory – information about the Philadelphia Bar Association, 
its officers and committees; contacts for state, federal and local government agencies; listings
of law-related associations, organizations and law schools; and an index of area judges.

PLUS >>>> The Legal Directory Online will include valuable new features – local court rules, 
links to area bar associations and other content of interest to the legal community.

[ [

If you haven't updated your firm or attorney listings, make sure to do so now! Check with the 
person at your firm who is responsible for listing updates, or contact us at 410-828-0120 x503 or
legaldirectory@mediatwo.com for instructions. Don't forget to take advantage of the high-impact,
low-cost print and online listing enhancements!
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Section Spotlight: Business Law

Revived Committees Spring to Life, Action
by Jeff Lyons

The goal for the Business Law Sec-
tion during 2005 was to get its commit-
tees up and running and revitalized.
According to outgoing section Chair
Kathleen M. Shay, the section accom-
plished its goal.

The Section, with nearly 1,500 mem-
bers and 17 different committees, is the
Association’s largest. “The way to keep
the section active is through the work
of its committees,” explained Shay.
“Some of the committees are more
active than others.”

The section’s committees include
Antitrust Law, Banking & Commercial
Finance, Bankruptcy Law, Business Liti-
gation, Business Organizations, Cyber-
space & E-Commerce, Franchise Law,
Health Care Law, Human Resources &
Employee Relations, Insurance Law,
Intellectual Property, Investment
Companies, Mergers & Acquisitions,
Securities Regulation, Small Business,
TaxExempt Finance and Venture
Capital & Private Equity Law.

She said the section’s Bankruptcy
Committee was dormant for quite a
while but through the work of Com-
mittee Chair Kevin H. Buraks, it has

become active again. Buraks said the
committee is planning to sponsor a
CLE session in the spring that will offer
updates on the changes in bankruptcy
law.

“We’re also planning a reception in
honor of the new Bankruptcy Court
judges from the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania in April,” Buraks said.

The Business Litigation Committee
also was busy during 2005, hosting a
number of guest speakers at meetings
as well as offering CLE programs. A
recent program offered tips for cross-
border litigation Canada.

Plans for 2006
Albert S. Dandridge III, chair of the

section for 2006, wants to see the
revived committees become even more
active.

“I’d like to see the committees get
more guest speakers for their programs
and plan more CLE events,” he said.

Help for LawWorks
The section also has reached out to

Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indi-
gent Program’s LawWorks initiative.
LawWorks, VIP’s community economic
development project, serves as a com-
plement to VIP’s traditional pro bono
services. In providing pro bono serv-

ices to community groups and non-
profit organizations, LawWorks allows
these groups to direct their funding
toward carrying out their missions and
serving their clients. In assisting low-
income small business owners, Law-
Works helps to strengthen the back-
bones of the city’s neighborhoods,
stimulate commerce and bring busi-
ness services directly to neighborhood
residents.

“We’re providing half of the full
funding for a staff attorney for Law-
Works for two years. This way, they can
get that attorney up and running while
going out and seeking other sources of
funding for that attorney,” Shay said.

Shay said one of the section’s goals
is to get transactional attorneys more
involved in the Association’s annual

Bench-Bar Conference. She said the
section will look into possible pro-
grams of interest for transactional
attorneys for the next conference.

Dandridge said he will work with
Chancellor Alan M. Feldman to find
ways to expand the Bench-Bar Confer-
ence to include more programs for
transactional attorneys.

Annual Reception Jan. 18
The Section will hold its annual

reception on Wednesday, Jan. 18 at the
Pyramid Club at 1735 Market St., on
the 51st floor. At the event, the section
will present its Dennis H. Replansky
Memorial Award and honor the com-
mittee and committee chair of the year.
Winners of the awards will be announ-
ced in January. For more information,
visit philadelphiabar.org. 

Join your Section’s or
Committee’s List Serve to stay
in touch and keep up to date
on the latest Bar events. Visit

philadelphiabar.org for more information.
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JANUARY
CLE COURSES

The CLE

Conference Center

Wanamaker Building

10th Floor, Ste.1010

Pennsylvania

Convention Center

12th & Arch Streets

Jan. 18 The Real Estate Development Transaction:
Undeveloped Property • The CLE Conference Center

Jan. 24 Custody Law Update-2005 •  The CLE Conference Center

Jan. 25 International Humanitarian Law: The Treatment of
Combatants and Civilians in Armed Conflicts
 The CLE Conference Center

Anatomy for Lawyers: A Primer
The CLE Conference Center

Jan. 26 & 27 12th Annual Estate Law Institute • PA Convention Center

Jan. 27 Legal Ease: Mastering the Art of Effective Legal Writing
The CLE Conference Center

Jan. 30 Working with Inside Counsel • The CLE Conference Center

Jan. 31 Annual Disclosure Documents
The CLE Conference Center

Call PBI Customer

Service at

1-800-247-4724

to register for a course or

for more information.

Or, go to

www.pbi.org.

2006

events and see for yourselves what
makes the YLD the most vibrant and
important organization of young pro-
fessionals in Philadelphia.

Whether you are interested in vol-
unteering for one of our important YLD
public service programs, participating
in a timely and provocative YLD edu-
cational seminar, hobnobbing with
movers and shakers in the Philadelphia
legal and business communities at a
YLD charitable fund-raising or net-
working event, or just coming out to
enjoy a YLD happy hour at one of the
city’s trendy new meeting places, I
know that you will find - as I have
found - that the YLD is a truly amazing
organization.

More and more young lawyers -
from varying backgrounds and practice
areas - are realizing that the YLD is a
real vehicle for positive change - in our
own careers, for the profession in gen-
eral, and for our great city. Now more
than ever the YLD is proving itself a
veritable breeding-ground for the next
generation of leaders in the
Philadelphia legal community.

Bottom line? You owe it to yourself
and your career to get involved with
the YLD. Not tomorrow. Not next year.
Today. Check out our YLD Web page at
philadelphiabar.org. Take a look at our
various event and program descrip-
tions. Make a personal pledge to get
involved, get connected and get your-
self plugged in to the YLD. Take my
word for it - you will not be disap-
pointed.  If you have questions about
the YLD, or want to know how you can
become more involved, my line is open
- (215) 772-7211, mhayes@mmwr.com -
and I look forward to hearing from
you.

Michael B. Hayes, an associate at Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP, is chair of the Young
Lawyers Division.

YLD UPDATE
continued from page 9

Councilman Visits
Philadelphia City Councilman
Michael Nutter shares his views on
new ethics initiatives and tax reform
at the  Nov. 30 meeting of the City
Policy Committee.

Chancellor Alan M. Feldman (left) welcomes new
citizens following a naturalization ceremony on
Dec. 15 at the National Constitution Center. More
than 100 people from 40 nations took the oath.
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According To...

What Are You Looking Forward to in 2006?
“I’m looking forward to

my wedding on Sept. 23,

2006.”

- Alicia B. Coleman

“Every year presents new

challenges and opportu-

nities. I look forward to

plenty of both in 2006.”

- Edward M. Koch

“In 2006, as an appel-

late lawyer, I look for-

ward to affirmances,

reversals and vaca-

tions.”

- Kim Kocher

by Merih O. Erhan

Recent newspaper articles highlight
the disturbing fate of lawyers in the
international arena, something that has
been suspected but was not docum-
ented before. The detailed versions of
physical attack and mental abuse on
lawyers in a host of countries, such as
China and Iraq, deserve our attention
as lawyers who are able to practice
their profession without any fear of
suppression (interference) or loss of
their freedom. 

European lawyers already have
taken the lead in defending their for-
eign colleagues. The Council of Bars
and Law Societies of Europe, a group
representing European lawyers, urged
Iraqi authorities to move the trials to
another country for security reasons.

Philadelphia is one of the cities that
has been visited by foreign lawyers
who were invited to be introduced to
the justice system in the United States
in recent years. As a host to some of
them, I was impressed with their inci-
sive questions and enthusiasm in
learning every aspect of practicing law
in the United States.

Several of them said that it had
been a very rewarding experience, al-
though at times emotionally draining
(taxing), since what they observed here
made them realize the inadequacies of
their legal systems.     

The time is ripe now for Philadel-
phia lawyers to play an active role in
supporting our foreign colleagues in
their fight against physical abuse and
intimidation, whether it comes from
their governments or oppressive
groups.

Our immediate-past Chancellor,
Andrew A. Chirls, has been personally
involved in the problems of minorities
and was able to get attention to some
issues that were not addressed before.
By doing so, he drew a new path for
leadership and expanded the responsi-
bilities of his position beyond the tra-
ditional bar functions.

The new Chancellor, Alan M. Feld-
man, will continue to include the sup-
port of foreign lawyers in their fight to

fulfill their duties in his heavy agenda
as he leads the Bar Association. Our
support of foreign lawyers - even
though some may see it as a symbolic
gesture - may help them to solve their
dilemmas of practicing a just law or
giving into pressures in silence. It is
not going to be an easy job as this is
true in every new project. It may
require contacting international orga-
nizations to collect information on
lawyers’ freedom to practice their pro-
fessions in various countries. It may be
possible to get information by contact-
ing the bar associations or similar
organizations in countries where viola-
tions of lawyers’ rights have taken
place. It may even be possible to find
witnesses here to hear their first-hand
observations to give us some idea.

This is a little different but not an
unusual activity for Philadelphia law-
yers who have been known for their
successful representation of victims of
injustice over many years. We have
seen past examples of Bar Association
involvement with homeless people. In
an article I wrote for The Retainer in
1984, the deplorable conditions of
street people and their need for legal

and social assistance were brought to
the attention of the readers. Donald C.
Marino, then the Chancellor, immedi-
ately formed the Committee for the
Homeless, which became very effective
in forcing the city to improve the con-
ditions of the shelters as well as to help
the homeless with their legal problems.
It branched out over the years but its
successful impact still continues.

Some may think that homelessness
was a local issue whereas this is a glo-
bal problem beyond our limits. How-
ever, considering the facts that (1) Phil-
adelphia lawyers have an acknowled-
ged and well-known reputation, (2)
some Philadelphia law firms are fol-
lowing their clients to international
markets by opening offices in foreign
countries, and (3) the Bar Association
has a history,  this should be a proper
task for the Bar Association to under-
take.

Let us not forget these activities also
may secure the freedom of our lawyers
in the international arena one day and
let us not forget we have the clout and
means to be effective.

Merih O. Erhan, a sole practitioner, is an advisorry edi-
tor of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.  

International Attorneys Need Our Support

Panelists Carol Nelson Shepherd (from left), Deborah Weinstein and Laura
A. Feldman gather prior to the Nov. 22 meeting of the Women in the
Profession Committee at the Bar Association. The panelists, who have all
started their own firms, discussed the benefits and pitfalls of “flying solo.”
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The Legal Directory 2006 and The Legal Dir-
ectory Online are now available together at
one low price. This change is only one of
several new enhancements to these trusted
resources. 

Every hard-copy edition of The Legal Direct-
ory 2006 – the official publication of the Phil-
adelphia Bar Association – will come with a
complimentary online subscription, good
from April 1, 2006 through March 31, 2007. 

As always, both the printed and online
editions of The Legal Directory will contain
comprehensive, up-to-date listings of area
law firms and attorneys.

The online version will now include all
the resources found in the printed directory
– information about the Bar Association, its

officers, sections and committees; contacts
for state, federal and local government agen-
cies; listings of law-related associations, org-
anizations and law schools; and an index of
area judges. 

The Legal Directory Online will also in-
clude information on local court rules, links
to area bar associations and other content of
interest, providing a one-stop resource for
all your legal information needs. 

Both the printed book and expanded
online access will be available for one spe-
cial pre-publication price — $57.95, plus ship-
ping and tax, if ordered before Jan. 19. For
ordering information, visit www.thele-
galdirectory.org, email legaldirectory@medi-
atwo.com or call 410-828-0120, ext. 503. 

Legal Directory Includes Free Online Version
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Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event
may be subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Tuesday,  Jan. 3
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board of Trustees – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday,  Jan. 4
Delivery of Legal Services Committee – meeting,  8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Thursday, Jan. 5
Health Care Law Committee – meeting,  12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Civil Rights Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room
South. Lunch: $7.50.
Philadelphia Bar Reporter Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Friday, Jan. 6
The Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board
Room.

Monday, Jan. 9
Business Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, Jan. 10
Criminal Justice Section Executive  Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Chancellor’s Reception – 5 p.m., Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut
streets. Complimentary – no RSVP required.

Wednesday,  Jan. 11
Section Chairs – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Appellate Courts Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, Jan. 13 and Saturday, Jan. 14
Board of Governors Retreat – Atlantic City, N.J.

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Delivery of Legal Services Pro Bono Subcommittee – 9 a.m., 11th floor Cmte. Room South.

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Workers’ Compensation Section Executive Committee – meeting, 10:30 a.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Workers’ Compensation Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.50.
Federal Courts Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, Jan. 19
State Civil Rules and Procedures Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Lunch: $7.50.
Business Law Section - Annual Reception, 5:30 p.m., Pyramid Club, 1735 Market St., 51st
floor. Tickets: philadelphiabar.org.

Monday, Jan. 23
Professional Responsibility Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, Jan. 24
Chancellor’s Forum – 12 p.m., 11th floor Board Room. RSVP: philadelphiabar.org

Wednesday, Jan. 25
Young Lawyers Division Philadelphia 2020 Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor
Conference Center.

Thursday, Jan. 26
Elder Law Committee – meeting, 1 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South. Lunch: $7.50.
Board of Governors – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Friday, Jan. 27
Women’s Rights Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South. Lunch:
$7.50.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
Criminal Justice Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Women in the Profession Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Unless otherwise specified, all checks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association
and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Send Bar Association-related cal-
endar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.
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Leslie Anne
Miller, former
general counsel to
Pennsylvania Gov.
Edward G. Rendell,
has been appointed
to the Board of
Visitors of Temple
University Beasley

School of Law. She was also inducted
into The Hall of Fame, sponsored by
Temple University’s League for
Entrepreneurial Women, which honors
women for their achievements as inno-
vators, entrepreneurs and leaders in
the Philadelphia region and beyond.

Gregory P.
Miller, a founding
shareholder in
Miller, Alfano &
Raspanti, spoke at
the American Law
Institute-American
Bar Association’s
seminar, “The Art

and Science of Serving as a Special
Master in Federal and State Courts” on
Nov. 3-4 in Chicago.

James M. Brogan, a partner with
DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary US LLP,
has been inducted as a Fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers.

Michael F. Henry, a member of
Cozen O’Connor, recently presented
two lectures at the 15th Annual New
Jersey Special Investigators Association
Insurance Fraud Seminar. Henry’s
topic, “The Civil Defense in Insurance
Fraud Cases,” discussed defending
insurers in fraudulent insurance
claims.

James J. Kozuch, a partner/share-
holder with Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein,
Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd., was a panelist
at the PBI course Representing a Client
Who is Starting a Small Business,
where he spoke on issues pertaining to
intellectual property.

Gaetan J.
Alfano, a found-
ing shareholder of
Miller, Alfano &
Raspanti, recently
spoke at the 19th
International Rein-
surance Congress,
held at the Fair-

mont Hamilton Princess in Bermuda
on Oct. 19-21.  He also addressed a
group of newly naturalized American
citizens at their naturalization ceremo-
ny on Nov. 17.

Neal A. Jacobs, managing attorney
of Jacobs Law Group, P.C., presented

the seminar “The Seven Deadly Sins of
Partnership” to members of the
American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.

Justin B.
Wineburgh, a
member of Cozen
O’Connor, recently
served as a panelist
on entertainment
law panels at
Drexel University,
Widener University

School of Law, Villanova University
School of Law and Temple University
James E. Beasley School of Law.

William F. Stewart, a member of
Cozen O’Connor, was recently appoint-
ed to the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania Civil Procedural Rules
Committee.

John R.
Washlick, a
member of Cozen
O’Connor, recently
served as organizer,
moderator and
panel member at
the American
Health Lawyers

Association teleconference, “How to
Prepare and Respond to Governmental
Investigations.”

Lee
Applebaum, a
partner with
Fineman, Krekstein
& Harris, was a
speaker at the
inaugural meeting
of the American
College of Business

Court Judges, sponsored by the AEI-
Brookings Joint Center for Regulatory
Studies in Washington, D.C. in October.

Steven Miano, a partner with
WolfBlock, participated in the
Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection’s
Environmental Lending Roundtable on
Nov. 10 in Harrisburg.

Barry H. Boise,
a partner with
Pepper Hamilton
LLP, served as a
panelist during the
Clinical Compliance
and Good Clinical
Practices for
Medical Device and

Diagnostic Manufacturers Seminar on
Nov. 14-15 in Minneapolis, Minn.

Jacques L. Etkowicz and
Stephen J. Weed of RatnerPrestia
were among a panel of speakers at the
recent Partnering in Patents XII semi-
nar at the United States Patent and
Trademark Office on Oct. 26.

Dorothy K.
Phillips, manag-
ing partner of
Dorothy K. Phillips
& Associates, LLC,
was recently fea-
tured on WPVI-TV’s
Action News where
she discussed the

latest “divorce party” trend.

Mark S.
Blaskey, a part-
ner with Pepper
Hamilton LLP,
recently spoke at
the 2005 Planned
Giving Day
Conference in
Philadelphia, spon-

sored by The Planned Giving Council
of Greater Philadelphia and The
Association of Fundraising
Professionals Greater Philadelphia
Chapter.

Kevin F. Berry, a member of Cozen
O’Connor, was recently elected to a
third term as chair of the Burn
Foundation. 

Robert A. Korn,
a principal and
member of Kaplin
Stewart Meloff
Reiter & Stein, P.C.,
was a co-course
planner and pre-
senter of a PBI sem-
inar “Advanced

Construction Litigation,” where he pre-
sented an overview of school construc-
tion law.

Bruce W.
Ficken, a partner
with Pepper
Hamilton LLP, has
become a Fellow of
the American
College of Trial
Lawyers.

Philip B. Toran, chairman of the
executive committee of Marshall,
Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Goggin,
has contributed a chapter appearing in
the recently published book Inside The
Minds: Professional Liability Law: Leading
Lawyers on Strategies for Minimizing Risk
and Increasing Success in Professional
Liability Suits.

David N. Hofstein, a shareholder
with Hofstein Weiner & Levit, P.C., was
a panelist at the Pennsylvania Institute
of Certified Public Accountants Divorce
Conference in King of Prussia. He dis-
cussed valuation of assets in equitable
distribution.

George Martin, founder of Martin,
Banks, Pond, Lehocky & Wilson, served
as a faculty member for the
Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Association

Annual Update for Civil Litigators pro-
gram held in October.

Leonard P.
Goldberger, a
shareholder with
Stevens & Lee, lec-
tured on insurance
and bankruptcy law
to members of the
University of
Connecticut School

of Law LL.M. Program on Nov. 8.

Halmon L. Banks III and J.
Paige Frampton of Martin, Banks,
Pond, Lehocky & Wilson participated
in the recent Pennsylvania Bar Institute
seminar “Social Security Law for
Workers’ Compensation Practitioners”
on Nov. 2 and 8. Banks served as a
course planner and Frampton served
as course faculty.

Alan H. Casper, a sole practitioner,
spoke on “Making and Breaking
Allegations of Institutional Bad Faith”
at the American Conference Institute’s
12th Annual National Forum on
Litigating Bad Faith and Punitive
Damages in Miami, Fla., on Nov. 15.

B. Christopher Lee, managing
shareholder of Jacoby Donner P.C.,
recently spoke at the Neutrals
Conference for the American
Arbitration Association held in
Philadelphia.

Katherine M.
Layman, a mem-
ber of Cozen
O’Connor, was a
featured speaker at
the Leadership
Heath Care Fall
2005 National Long
Term Care Confer-

ence/Exhibit in Pittsburgh. She pre-
sented “Confronting Long Term Care's
Major Legal Issues.”

Andrew B. Cohn, a principal with
Kaplin Stewart Meloff Reiter & Stein,
P.C., was a speaker at the Ninth Annual
Real Estate Institute presented by the
Pennsylvania Bar Institute in Philadel-
phia on Dec. 6 and 7. Cohn spoke
about “Modifying Standard Construc-
tion Contracts.”

Names Are News
“People” highlights news of

members’ awards, honors or
appointments of a civic or com-
munity nature. Information may
be sent to Jeff Lyons, Managing
Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267.
E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Photos are also welcome.
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P E R F O R M A N C E .  P R E S T I G E .  P A S S I O N  F O R  I N N O V A T I O N .  

CHRONOMAT EVOLUTION

A beautiful plane is a plane that flies well. Here at BREITLING, we 
share the same philosophy. It is expressed through a single-minded
commitment to building ultra-efficient wrist instruments for the most
demanding professionals. Our chronographs meet the highest criteria

of sturdiness and functionality, and we submit all our
movements to the merciless tests of the Swiss

Official Chronometer Testing Institute.
One simply does not become an

aviation supplier by chance.

www.breitling.com
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