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May 11, 2009 

Honorable Richard Alloway 

Senate of Pennsylvania 

Senate Box 203033 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Dear Senator Alloway: 

I am writing on behalf of the 13,000 member Philadelphia Bar Association to request your support for 

continued state funding for civil legal services that specifically serve the poor and ultimately inure to the 
benefit of all residents of our Commonwealth. 

Whether they are keeping a tenant housed when a foreclosure proceeding has been filed against a 
landlord, representing a senior citizen who has been denied critical medical care or advocating on behalf 
of a victim of domestic violence, legal aid organizations provide vital services that improve the quality 

of life in our communities. 

As you know, funding for legal services has already taken a severe blow as a result of the decline in 

funding from IOLTA (Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts) due to depressed interest rates. 

Consequently, legal service organizations throughout Pennsylvania have had to reduce services to our 

poorest neighbors just when the economic crisis has increased the number of eligible clients and the 
services they require. IOLTA anticipates a 10% decline in grants to legal services organizations in the 

2009-10 fiscal year. 

The shortage of legal aid is a problem throughout the state. Many clients are being turned away without 

legal advice or representation. A cut in state funding at this critical juncture will mean that even more 
Pennsylvania residents will be left to navigate the judicial system by themselves when confronted with 
complex issues such as domestic violence, child custody, homelessness, disability and other critical human 

needs. 

Unable to hire legal counsel, many citizens will be forced to go it alone. The consequences of such 
decisions are detrimental not only to the clients, but to the court system and to litigants in other matters. 

Clients appearing pro se take more of the court’s time than clients represented by counsel, costing the 
courts money, clogging the court dockets and resulting in delays for other litigants awaiting their day in 

court. Businesses and institutions that are the lifeblood of Pennsylvania’s economy rely on a smooth 

running court system. Their confidence in the courts’ ability to resolve business disputes is shaken 

when the court system is overwhelmed with pro se clients. 
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Others who are unable to hire counsel will turn away from the justice system entirely. The promise of 

equal protection under the law is the foundation of our democracy. When citizens feel they are being 

excluded from our civil justice system, respect for the courts and our government is eroded. The 

inevitable consequence of a decline in respect for authority is a breakdown in law and order, as people 
seek other means to resolve their differences. When we are unwilling to invest on the civil side, we will 

ultimately pay handsomely on the criminal side of our justice system. 

Legal aid is a cost-effective way to provide access to justice for our neighbors in need and to improve 
the efficiency of our justice system. The Philadelphia Bar Association urges you to support a quality 

justice system by maintaining funding for legal aid in the 2009-10 fiscal budget. 

Please feel free to contact me at 267-338-1303 if you have any questions or would like to discuss legal 
services funding. Thank you for considering our request. We deeply appreciate your support. 

Sincerely, 

ty boda! 
Sayde J. Ladov 

Chancellor


