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n By Jeff Lyons

Marc H. Morial, president and CEO 
of the National Urban League and former 
mayor of New Orleans, will deliver the 
Judge A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. Memo-
rial Public Interest Lecture at the Associa-
tion’s Monday, June 30 Quarterly Meeting 
and Luncheon.

“Marc Morial is another one of the 
nation’s most outstanding reform-minded 
leaders,” said Chancellor A. Michael Pratt. 
“As the mayor of New Orleans, pre-Ka-
trina, he introduced major initiatives 
that were considered by some as models 
for urban renewal. He has brought his 
experience to the national level where he is 
leading the charge to bring people of color 
into America’s economic mainstream. We 
are fortunate to have a national figure of 
Marc’s caliber deliver the Higginbootham 

Lecture in June.”
A lifelong champion of individual 

rights, Judge Higginbotham had a legal 
career that spanned nearly half a century. 
Since Marian Wright Edelman, founder 
and president of the Children’s Defense 
Fund, delivered the first Higginbotham 
lecture in 1999, notables such as Juan Wil-
liams, Charles J. Ogletree, Chaka Fattah, 
Cornel West, Kweisi Mfume and Gwen 
Ifill have filled the role.

Morial served two distinguished four-
year terms as mayor of New Orleans from 
1994-2002. During that time, he also 
served as president of the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors in 2001 and 2002.

Morial served two years in the Louisiana 
State Senate and was recognized by the 
Louisiana Bar Association which honored 
him in 1988 with its Pro Bono Publico 

Marc H. Morial served as mayor of New Orleans from 1994 to 2002. He has 
been with the National Urban League since 2003.

n By Jeff Lyons

Pennsylvania’s proposed lobbying 
disclosure regulations go well beyond 
the words of the statute and would 
impose unfair burdens on attorneys, 
the nonprofit sector and the business 
community, Bar Association representa-
tives have told the Lobbyist Disclosure 
Regulations Committee at a public 

hearing in Harrisburg.
Lawrence J. Beaser, chair of the As-

sociation’s Task Force on Pennsylvania’s 
Lobbying Disclosure Act and a partner 
at Blank Rome LLP, and Anthony J. 
Crisci, the Association’s lobbyist, testified 
on behalf of the Association before the 
Lobbyist Disclosure Regulations Com-
mittee on March 27.

“The Philadelphia Bar Association 
strongly supports lobbying disclosure 

reform. But we are against imposing 
regulations that try to expand or amend, 
rather than implement, the Act’s provi-
sions. We are opposed to regulations that 
are unduly complex and would impose 
unnecessary compliance burdens on at-
torneys and our clients,” Beaser said.

“We raised a number of significant 
substantive and technical points with the 
committee. For example, the proposed 
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Time to take your trial skills to
the next level?

Kick start your career and train
with Philadelphia’s top litigators.

The Academy
of Advocacy
at Temple University
James E. Beasley School of Law

June 8–14, 2008
12 hours of CLE credit

To apply for this program, contact:
Dorothy E. Lee
dorothy.lee@temple.edu
215.204.9000

“In over 30 years of trial
practice, the training
experience I had at
the Academy of Advocacy
still resonates as one
of the best learning
experiences of my
career. Today, our firm
has a long list of
graduates who continue
to reflect the outstanding
trial training the
Academy has imparted.”

www.law.temple.edu

Abraham C. Reich,
Co-Chairman, Fox Rothschild
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Like many of our members, I was 
struck by the April 2008 issue of 
Philadelphia magazine, with its funereal 
images implying a demise of the iconic 
tradition of the Philadelphia lawyer.   

Although the article does not substan-
tiate the sensationalized graphics that 
accompany it, it does provide us with an 
opportunity to consider how our proud 
heritage inspires our modern-day profes-
sional community. 

As attorneys practicing law in 2008, 
do we still fit the mold of the legendary 
“Philadelphia lawyer?”   

The answer, I am convinced, is a 
resounding “yes.”  

Philadelphia lawyers serve large 
employers and start-up businesses. They 
represent large corporations and new im-
migrants seeking citizenship. They con-
tribute millions of dollars worth of pro 
bono services annually to disadvantaged 
citizens. It’s hard to talk about Philadel-
phia without talking about Philadelphia 
lawyers.

As the heirs to America’s founders in 
the city where America was born, Phila-
delphia lawyers will always maintain a 
time-honored reputation and strong sense 
of social responsibility and community.  
And they will continue to serve our city 

well as we begin to write 
a new chapter in the his-
tory of Philadelphia.

The Philadelphia Bar 
Association has forever 
been associated with 
the term “Philadelphia 
lawyer.” The term actu-
ally predates the nation’s 
founding, having its 
origins in 1735 when 
Philadelphia lawyer An-
drew Hamilton traveled 
to New York City to defend, pro bono, a 
poor printer, John Peter Zenger. 

Hamilton accepted a case that no New 
York lawyer would take on. Defend-
ing Zenger against charges of sedition 
brought by the crown, Hamilton won the 
case and, in so doing, established the con-
cept of freedom of the press more than 50 
years before the First Amendment. 

It was said that when the jury re-
turned its verdict, those in the galleries 
exclaimed: “Only a Philadelphia lawyer 
could have done it!” Ever since then the 
term “Philadelphia lawyer” has come to 
characterize a particularly adept lawyer: 
more clever; craftier; a lawyer who will 
find a way to prevail for his or her client.

Today, Philadelphia lawyers provide 

high-quality, wide-
ranging services to an 
increasingly global client 
base. To echo the words 
of our new mayor, “we 
find ourselves on the 
brink of great change 
and we stand at the edge 
of greatness.” Whether 
we represent a Phila-
delphia small business 
owner or a multination-
al conglomerate, today’s 

Philadelphia lawyers recognize the inter-
connectivity of our world, and the unique 
opportunities our legal community has to 
advance the global economy.  

In so doing, we carry forward the best 
characteristics and ideals of the Phila-
delphia lawyer. We continue to apply 
the cleverness, keen business sense, and 
passion for representing our clients that 
distinguished Andrew Hamilton more 
than 200 years ago.

And despite the pressures of serving 
both current and new clients in an ever-
expanding global marketplace, we remain 
dedicated to serving the public inter-
est. Philadelphia lawyers and law firms 
contribute millions of dollars worth of 
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Tell Us  
What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporter 
welcomes letters to the editors for 
publication. Letters should be typed. 
There is no word limit, but editors 
reserve the right to condense for 
clarity, style and space considerations. 
Letters must be signed  to verify 
authorship, but names will be withheld 
upon request. Letters may be mailed, 
faxed or e-mailed to: Jeff Lyons, Senior 
Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 
1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadel-
phia,  Pa. 19107-2955. Phone:  (215) 
238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: 
reporter@ philabar.org.

Demise of ‘Philadelphia Lawyer’
Couldn’t Be Further From Truth

Frontline

By A. Michael Pratt

continued on page 23

Letters

To the Editor:
I write with respect to the lawsuit that has been filed in the 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
(Stretton, et al v. Jones, et al), which alleges inadequate funding 
for court-appointed counsel in criminal cases. As the suit brings 
to light, the grossly under-funded court-appointed fee system 
in Philadelphia County runs afoul of the fundamental right to 
assistance of counsel for indigent defendants as first recognized by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.S. 335, 
83 S. Ct. 792 (1963), and creates several ethical issues for court-
appointed counsel representing indigent defendants. The bottom 
line is that indigent clients are unable to afford a lawyer, and the 
city’s budget leaves the court-appointed system so grossly under-
funded that the system itself is unable to afford a lawyer.

This system relegates court-appointed clients to second-
class clients. Indeed, a recent study found that “[d]ue to heavy 

To the Editor:
Court-appointed attorneys are not perceived as “real attor-

neys” through the client’s eyes.  Court-appointed attorneys are 
often viewed as “arms of the government” (since that is who pays 
them) and accused of taking shortcuts in representation because 
they are not getting paid to give the “proper” representation that 
a retained attorney would.

The truth is that there are many very fine attorneys who are a 
part of the court-appointed system.  The truth is that there are 
many fine attorneys who are not a part of the court-appointed 
system because it is so grossly underfunded. The truth is that 
there are many fine attorneys who have withdrawn from the 
court-appointed system because of the draconian rules of the 
game – one of which prohibits attorneys who sit in a courtroom 
for hours waiting for a case to get called from getting paid for 
their time when the case is continued; one which does not com-

Readers Sound Off on Court-Appointed Counsel Fees

continued on page 20 continued on page 20
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n By Paul W. Kaufman

Many ninth graders have heard of 
worker’s compensation, and some can 
even tell you that the Magna Carta was 
signed in 1215. But how many can say 
that they have tried a worker’s compensa-
tion hearing or participated in drafting 
the Great Charter?

If the Bar Association and the Phila-
delphia School District have their way, by 
the end of next year, more than 1,000 city 
high school students will have had those 
experiences and more, from sitting on an 
11th century English jury to debating the 
merits of Hammurabi’s Code.  And better 
yet, they’ll have these experiences working 
with Philadelphia attorneys and judges in 
their own classrooms.  

The Bar Association has enjoyed a 
long, productive relationship with the 
Philadelphia School District, especially 
surrounding the Young Lawyers Division 
annual Law Week activities. This year, 

that partnership is being expanded, as 
members of the Chancellor’s ad hoc com-
mittee have begun work on a program 
called Advancing Civics Education (ACE) 
that aims to place 150 Bar Association 
members in classrooms next year to en-
gage ninth-graders in civics education.  

The ACE curriculum is being crafted 
by Association members and is designed 
not simply to teach great cases, but also to 
incorporate small group exercises teach-
ing public speaking and critical thinking 
skills. Through these lessons, the ACE 
teams will bring the unique skills and 
experiences of the attorneys and judges to 
the youngest high schoolers in Phila-
delphia while at the same time showing 
how law and history interact to create 
the world in which they live. Rather than 
teaching law alone, the exercises that are 

being designed by the ACE team will 
introduce critical thinking skills and ap-
ply those skills to the most basic questions 
of law and governance, from how the 
exercise of power is justified to the role 
of the citizen to how power structures 
change and evolve to include inalienable 
human rights.  

The ACE classes will be integrated into 
the ninth-grade world history program, 
targeting Association involvement at new 
high school students, providing addition-
al incentives and adult support to prevent 
students from abandoning their educa-
tion during the difficult transition from 
eighth to ninth grade. At the same time, 
by encouraging students to think critically 
about their entire world and their role 
within it, while providing a worldwide 
context for the concepts of individual 

rights, community responsibility, and 
citizenship, ACE will help students better 
understand the more traditional civics 
materials that they will study in 10th and 
11th grade.  

Each team of five attorneys and/or 
judges will teach in one of 30 high school 
classrooms. Participating classrooms will 
be competitively selected from among the 
school district’s finest and most motivated 
social science teachers. Each team will 
teach once a month every month of the 
school year, for a total of nine lessons, 
before the ACE program concludes with 
a grand finale that brings those lessons 
together. In the small group discussions 
expected to be a part of each lesson, the 
students will be exposed to attorneys from 
different backgrounds and practice areas, 
just as those attorneys will be able to meet 
equally diverse students and learn about 
the challenges that they face.

Paul Kaufman is an assistant U.S. attorney in 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 

public school education committee

WebCheck Volunteer for the ACE program on-
line at philadelphiabar.org.

It’s Back to School in the Name of Civics
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You Book 
The Depo, 
We’ll Bring
The Dom

1 DEPO = FREE BOTTLE OF DOM

www.BellReporting.com
We Never Take Your Business For Granted!

(215) 236 - DEPO

*st

Why would Bell Reporting give a bottle of Dom Perignon
to your firm?  It’s simple - we are confident that your first 
deposition with Bell Reporting will not be your last! After
all, 1st class companies don't give out pens and magnets!

*Deposition must be booked 7 business days in advance, at least 3 hours long, and booked before 12/31/08; attorney must be 
available to personally receive champagne on behalf of firm; transcript charge must be paid in full.  Limit one bottle per client.  This
promotion is an ethical “giveaway” as Bell’s rates are “reasonable” and in fact are among the lowest in the Philadelphia area.  We
simply choose to return profits back to our clients (see Rules 1.5 and 1.7 of Pennsylvania’s Rules of Professional Conduct). Where
prohibited by state law, a state issued gift card in the amount of $125 will be delivered which may be used at any state owned
liquor store.  Instead of receiving the Dom, Bell will gladly make a monetary donation to a cause of your choice in your firm's name. 

Philadelphia, PA    New York, NY    
Baltimore, MD    Washington, DC

family laW section

Input Welcome for New Family Court Building
n By Julia Swain

The city’s two top Family Court 
judges have an open-door policy regard-
ing plans for designing a new $200 
million Family Court facility at 15th and 
Arch streets, the judges told a standing-
room-only meeting of the Family Law 
Section on April 7.

Judge Kevin M. Dougherty, adminis-
trative judge of Family Court, and Judge 
Margaret T. Murphy, supervising judge 
of the Domestic Relations Division of 
Family Court, are spearheading plans for 
the new building. The new facility would 
consolidate under one roof the Juvenile 
Division, currently located at 1801 Vine 
St., and the Domestic Relations Divi-
sion, currently located at 34 S. 11th St. 
The Pennsylvania state Senate approved 
a $200 million budget for the project, 
which is now awaiting approval by the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
and, ultimately, Gov. Edward G. Rendell.

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Ronald D. Castille, a staunch 
advocate of the new Family Court facility, 
has been instrumental in promoting ap-
propriation and support for the project, 
which was initiated by former Justice 
Sandra Schultz Newman. With the active 
support from Chief Justice Castille, local 
politicians and constituents, the family 
law bench and bar are both optimistic 
that the budget will ultimately be ap-
proved.

Both Judges Dougherty and Murphy 
expressed their open-door policy for any 
suggestions regarding the new facility. 
As both will be integrally involved in all 
aspects of planning, the judges are inter-
ested in insights from the bar that will 
improve the functionality of the building.  
Chief Justice Castille has reached out to 
local practitioners, including Chancel-
lor-Elect Sayde J.  Ladov, for a “wish list” 
that will be considered by the architects 

designing the facility.
Judge Murphy anticipates the Domes-

tic Relations Division will spend another 
three years on South 11th Street before 
moving to the new building. Although 
the move is still a few years away, both 
Judges Dougherty and Murphy are 
researching and planning for the project. 
In order to appreciate the challenges 
and issues related to constructing a new 
courthouse, Judges Dougherty and Mur-
phy made the time to tour a new court 
building in Delaware, gaining impor-
tant insight into security standards. The 
complexity of planning a Family Court 
building in a large city such as Philadel-
phia, however, will require more examina-
tion of the specific needs for the types of 
cases that will be handled, ranging from 
support conferences, to protection from 
abuse cases, dependency proceedings and 
juvenile matters.

Consolidation of the two Family Court 
divisions will promote the judges’ goal of 
ensuring the safety and protection for the 
children of Philadelphia. Certain services 
currently available through the Juvenile 

Division, including routine medical test-
ing for various sexually transmitted diseas-
es, drug testing and services for children 
with gender identity issues, will be easily 
extended to the Domestic Relations Divi-
sion once the two branches are housed 

in the same facility. The two branches 
will benefit greatly from utilizing services 
currently only available in one location. 
The combined resources and personnel 
will provide a collaborative effort to meet 
the needs of the families served by the 
Family Court. Another goal cited by the 
judges for this year was to identify exactly 
the types of services that can be shared 
between the two divisions.

Certainly the level of excitement and 
anticipation for the new building has 
escalated with the recent budget approval, 
although more hurdles remain. Judges 
Dougherty and Murphy expressed their 
gratitude to Chief Justice Castille for his 
efforts and dedication to the project, as 
well as to Justice Newman who set the 
groundwork for a new Family Court 
building during her tenure on the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court.

Julia Swain is an attorney at Fox Rothschild 
LLP, resident in the Philadelphia office. She 
is the secretary of the Family Law Section and 
a member of the section’s Executive Committee.

Judge Kevin M. Dougherty, administrative judge of Family Court, addresses 
members of the Family Law Section on April 7 as Judge Margaret T. Murphy, 
supervising judge of the Domestic Relations Division of Family Court, looks on.
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Philadelphia City Council has 
approved a bill to rename the Family 
Court Building at 1801 Vine St. “The 
Judge Nicholas A. Cipriani Family Court 
Building.” Mayor Nutter is expected to 
sign the bill into law in the near future.

Judge Cipriani, who died in Febru-
ary, was elected a Common Pleas judge 
in 1969 and served most of his judicial 
career in Family Court, at 18th and Vine 

streets, including 10 years as administra-
tive judge. Council approved the measure 
on April 17.

“Naming the Family Court after Judge 
Cipriani is a wonderful way to honor 
his memory,” said Family Law Section 
Chair Patricia Dubin. “For many decades 
he improved the lives of children and 
families through his dedication to Family 
Court,” she said.

Court to Be Renamed for Judge Cipriani



6    Philadelphia Bar Reporter    May 2008 philadelphiabar.org

MAY
CLE COURSES

The CLE
Conference Center
Wanamaker Building
10th Floor, Suite 1010

Federal Courthouse
Ceremonial Courtroom
601 Market Street

Call PBI
Customer Service at

800-247-4724

 to register for a
course or for more

information.

Register online at
www.pbi.org

The Pennsylvania Bar
Institute is an

accredited CLE
provider.

May 1 PLI - Pension Plan Investments 2008 - Live Groupcast • The CLE
Conference Center

May 7 2nd Annual Estate Law Update • The CLE Conference Center

How to Handle a Child Abuse Case • The CLE Conference Center

May 8 Compulsory Arbitration Seminar • The CLE Conference Center

May 13 Sixth Annual Nonprofit Institute • The CLE Conference Center

May 15 My First Federal Trial • Federal Courthouse Ceremonial Courtroom

May 16 Defamation, Libel and Slander • The CLE Conference Center

May 19 Estate Planning for Non-traditional Families • The CLE Conference
Center

May 20 Philadelphia Commerce Case Management Program: Judge Pro
Training Session • The CLE Conference Center

May 21 2nd Annual Estate Law Update - Live Groupcast • The CLE
Conference Center

PLI - What All Business Lawyers Must Know About Delaware Law
Developments 2008 - Live Groupcast • The CLE Conference Center

May 22 Electronic Discovery: Technical Realities of Legal Issues - Live
Groupcast • The CLE Conference Center

May 28 Hot Topics in Title Insurance • The CLE Conference Center

May 29 When to Hold Them and When to Fold Them: Protecting Tax Accrual
Workpapers and Tax Opinions from the IRS • The CLE Conference
Center

n By Jeff Lyons

Diversity expert Verna Myers will 
kick off the 2008 Bench-Bar and Annual 
Conference with a discussion on race 
and the law on Friday, Sept. 19 at Bally’s 
Atlantic City.

More than 20 different CLE programs 
are being planned for this year’s confer-
ence, which is expected to bring together 
more than 500 lawyers and judges from 
the Philadelphia area on Sept. 19 -21 for 
three days of CLE programming that 
lets practitioners and the judiciary share 
ideas and best practices. The theme of 

this year’s conference is “The Sound of 
Philadelphia.”

Myers, the principal of Verna My-
ers Consulting Group, and a nation-
ally recognized expert in diversity issues 
within law firms and other legal set-
tings, has been advising law firms about 
recruitment and retention of attorneys of 

color since 1992 when she began as The 
Boston Law Firm Group’s first execu-
tive director. Under her leadership, the 
Group, a consortium of the largest law 
firms in Boston, committed to increasing 
the representation of attorneys of color, 
made significant progress in minority 
recruitment and addressing issues of 
retention. As deputy chief of staff for 
the Attorney General of Massachusetts 
(1997-99), Myers successfully designed 
and led a comprehensive diversity initia-
tive, increasing minority recruitment; 
conducting diversity, anti-discrimination 
and sexual harassment trainings; and 
performing outreach to better serve the 
state’s diverse population.

Myers practiced corporate and real 
estate law in Boston for six years at 
Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault LLP and at 
Fitch, Wiley, Richlin & Tourse LLP. She 
graduated from Harvard Law School and 
received a Bachelor of Arts, magna cum 
laude, from Barnard College, Columbia 
University.

Attorneys and judges can register for 
the conference at philadelphiabar.org or 
by using the registration form in this edi-
tion of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

Registration for the full three days of 
the conference is $549 for those members 
who register by Aug. 15. That rate in-
cludes all meals and CLE. For those who 
register after Aug. 15, the registration fee 
is $629. For public interest attorneys, 
government attorneys and members of 
the Young Lawyers Division, the full 
conference registration fee is $479. The 
rate is $399 for those attorneys registering 
by Aug. 15. Other one-day and two-day 
registration packages are available.

Bally’s Atlantic City offers a world-class 
spa, salon, fitness center and 18 restau-
rants to meet every craving. 

Bally’s is now accepting hotel reserva-
tions for attendees. Book early for the 
best rates: rooms on Thursday, Sept. 18 
are $99; rooms Friday, Sept. 19 are $144, 
and Saturday, Sept. 20 rooms range 
from $189 to $209. A limited number 
of rooms are available for the $189 rate 
on Saturday night. Call 1-800-345-7253 
for reservations and mention you are at-
tending the Philadelphia Bar Association 
Bench-Bar and Annual Conference to get 
these special room rates.

Annual Conference to Open with Diversity Discussion

          Web
          Check
Visit philadelphiabar.org to 
register for the 2008 Bench-Bar 
and Annual Conference. 
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2008 Bench-Bar and Annual Conference Registration Form
September 19 -21, 2008 - Bally’s Altantic City

(Please Note: Judges will receive separate conference materials)

Each attendee must fill out a registration form in its entirety (non-attorney guests may be included on the form). Make checks payable to Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation and mail to: 2008 Bench-Bar Conference, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th Fl., Philadelphia, PA 19107, or pay with your credit card 
below and fax to (215) 238-1159. Online registration is also available at philadelphiabar.org. NOTE: Hotel reservations must be made separately by calling (800) 
345-7253. Mention “Philadelphia Bar Association” to take advantage of the special room rate of $99 per night on Thursday, $144 on Friday and $189 to $209 
on Saturday (plus taxes). A limited number of rooms are available for $189 on Saturday, Sept. 20. Hotel reservations must be made by Thursday, Sept. 4, 2008.

Registration Type (all prices are per person)

Full Conference Early Bird (before Aug. 15) Includes all CLE

Full Conference (After Aug. 15) Includes all CLE

Friday, Sept. 19 Reception Only

Friday, Sept. 19 (Lunch through reception) Includes Friday CLE

Friday, Sept. 19 through Saturday, Sept. 20 (includes Friday lunch 
through Saturday lunch and Friday and Saturday CLE)

Guest - Friday, Sept. 19 Lunch through Saturday, Sept. 20 Lunch

Guest - Saturday, Sept. 20 Reception through
Sunday Sept. 21, Breakfast

Saturday, Sept. 20 - Reception Only

Saturday, Sept. 20 through Sunday, Sept. 21 (includes Saturday lunch 
through Sunday breakfast and Saturday and Sunday CLE).

Association
Member

$549

$629

$150

$349

$479

$175

$175

$150

$429

Association Member
Nonprofit, Government 

Attorneys and YLD

$399

$479

$150

$199

$329

$175

$175

$150

$279

Non-Member 
Attorney

$599

$679

$200

$399

$529

$225

$225

$200

$479

Subtotal:

Guest total:

Total due:

Amount 
Owed

______

______

______

Attendee Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nickname on Badge (if different from above): __________________________________________________________________________________________

Company/Organization ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Guest Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: _________________

Phone: _____________________________  Fax: ______________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________ 

Special/Dietary Needs: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name: ____________________________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________

Card Type:     ______ American Express     _______ MasterCard     _______Visa  

Card Number: _____________________________________________________________________________  Expiration Date: ________________________ 

Cardholder’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________  Date: ______________________

Online registration available
 at philadelphiabar.org
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INCORPORATION
AND 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
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appellate courts committee

n By Asima Panigrahi 

“It is important when you are elect-
ed that you remain focused on the fact 
that you are a public servant” Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court Justice Seamus P. 
McCaffery told a joint meeting of the 
Appellate Courts Committee and Public 
Interest Section on April 9.

The program marked Justice McCaf-
fery’s first time speaking to the Philadel-
phia Bar Association since being elected 
to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in 
2007. He previously served as a munici-
pal and administrative judge, an appellate 
judge in Superior Court, and presided 
over the first and only court in the NFL 
located at Veterans Stadium. He is the 
only justice at the Supreme Court to have 

served on every level of the court system. 
Justice McCaffery also worked as a Phila-
delphia police officer prior to his many 
years on the bench.

One of the first things that Justice Mc-
Caffery was told at the Supreme Court 
was that unlike the trial court, “we are 
not an error correcting court.” He also 
discussed the significant backlog they 
experience at the Supreme Court and 
how they are forced to deny 96 percent of 
allocatur petitions.

When trying to get to the Supreme 
Court, the justice said attorneys should 
ask themselves “is your issue really going 
to change the law?”  He urged attendees 
that “the most important thing we can 
do is be supportive of the rule of law,” 
and pointed out how his current posi-
tion affords him the ability to create rule 

changes. One of the major changes that 
he has effectuated while at the Supreme 
Court is affording the indigent greater ac-
cess to the courts. Noting his family’s Irish 
descent, he also pointed to his sensitivity 
regarding issues facing immigrants – “We 
are a land of equality, a land of access, a 
land of laws and most importantly, we are 
a land of justice.”

Justice McCaffery also discussed his 
role as liaison justice for the implemen-
tation of mental health courts into the 
Pennsylvania court system. He noted that 
over one third of prisoners in the state 
have mental health issues and should 
not be jailed – “it’s not that they are bad, 
they are mad” he stated. He then recalled 
a case from years ago that he had on his 
docket for 10 years, involving a woman 
from the Northeast who had severe 
mental health problems. As apparent as 
her mental problems were, Justice Mc-
Caffery was frustrated that he could not 
get her the help she needed. This case 
only heightened his awareness of a need 
for mental health courts in the Penn-
sylvania system. Committee members 
have already begun addressing funding 
issues and have interviewed 67 counties 

throughout the state of Pennsylvania.
He also noted that he has “the energy 

and willingness to get out there and do 
what he can.”  He has met with judges 
from second- and third-tier counties, 
whom he notes “are just as important as 
Philadelphia,” and that his job requires 
him to represent all of them equally.  He 
further encouraged members of the bar to 
bring ideas to him as he urged “I am there 
to support you because you are support-
ing us, and your support and your work 
is very valuable.”  He closed by saying “if 
God gives me 10-13 years on this bench, 
I am going to do my best to try and make 
things better. I just want to leave it better 
than I found it.”

Asima Panigrahi, an associate with White 
and Williams LLP, is an associate editor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

Justice McCaffery
Reflects on Career
of Public Service 

podcast
Spotlight

Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this meeting.

Justice Seamus P. McCaffery has served at every judicial level in Pennsylvania.
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n By Jeff Lyons

Gene Sirni is bringing 25 years of 
nonprofit and fundraising experience 
with him as the new executive director of 
the Philadelphia Bar Foundation.

Sirni started work on April 14. He 
succeeds Maureen Mingey, who took a 
position with Comcast.

Sirni has extensive experience in culti-
vating the donor community, successfully 
spearheading major gifts programs, said 
Bar Foundation Board President Elaine 
Rinaldi. “Gene is uniquely qualified to 
implement the Bar Foundation’s strategic 
plan currently under development and 
to take the Foundation to even greater 
heights in its fundraising efforts,” she said.

“We are pleased to have Gene Sirni on 
board and are confident that Gene will 
enable us to achieve the many strategic 
initiatives we have on our plate. His 
experience on the fundraising front will 
be critical to successfully more than dou-
bling our endowment and making it a 
significant, stable and consistent source of 

funding for our legal service community,” 
Rinaldi said.

Sirni spent 19 years with United Way 
of Wyoming Valley, three years as the 
executive director of an educational foun-
dation and vice president of advancement 
for its college and seven years with a land 
trust foundation.

Before joining the Bar Foundation, 
Sirni served as vice president of advance-
ment and communications for Heritage 
Conservancy of Doylestown, beginning 
in 2001. At the Heritage Conservancy, 
he developed and lead the advancement, 
marketing, public affairs and government 
relations initiatives.

From 1998 to 2001, Sirni was execu-
tive director of the Onondaga Commu-
nity College Foundation in Syracuse, 
N.Y., which provided allocations to the 
college’s scholarship program. Sirni also 
served as Onondaga’s vice president for 
Institutional Advancement, where he 
planned, organized and implemented the 
comprehensive institutional advancement 
program for the college in concert with 

the OOC Foundation.
From 1990 to 1998, he was director of 

resource development for the United Way 
of Wyoming Valley in Wilkes-Barre. He 
was assistant director of resource develop-
ment from 1986 to 1989.

He received his BA in communica-
tions from King’s College in Wilkes-Barre 
in 1983. Sirni is a veteran of the United 
States Air Force.

Sirni

Sirni Begins Work
at Bar Foundation

Suit Charges
Counsel Fees
Are Too Low
No trial date has been set for a 
federal lawsuit filed by four criminal 
defense attorneys who charge the city’s 
payments to court-appointed counsel 
representing indigent clients in criminal 
cases are grossly inadequate.

The suit seeks an increase in the 
amount these attorneys are paid, a system 
that hasn’t changed since 1993. It also 
asks the federal government to prohibit 
all trials involving court-appointed coun-
sel from being held until the payment 
system is changed. 

The suit names Philadelphia Court 
of Common Pleas President Judge C. 
Darnell Jones II, Philadelphia Court of 
Common Pleas Administrative Judge D. 
Webster Keogh, Mayor Michael Nutter 
and the City Solicitor’s Office as defen-
dants.

The suit was filed by attorney Samuel 
C. Stretton and colleagues Mingo Stroe-
ber, Leanne Litwin and Bruce Wolf. All 
four routinely handle court-appointed 
counsel cases.

continued on page 20
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YLD Update

Bloglink
Visit phiLAWdelphia.wordpress.com 
to see what the Association’s young 
lawyers are saying.

By Scott P. SigmanOn Election Day in Pennsylvania 
(April 22), attorneys from the Young 
Lawyers Division volunteered for service.

The Committee of Seventy sponsored 
America’s oldest non-partisan volunteer 
Election Day oversight program where 
“legal field teams” recruited by attorney 
Christopher Sheridan went to polling 
places throughout Philadelphia to answer 
voters’ questions, document complaints 
and help solve disputes. 

Young lawyers also volunteered to help 
City Solicitor Shelley Smith and the City 
of Philadelphia. Since the November 
2006 election, the Law Department has 
had a field operation monitoring polling 
places as counsel for the City’s Board of 
Elections. This year, the Law Department 
decided to use volunteer attorneys in 
addition to its own attorneys to monitor 
compliance with federal and state election 
law in all of Philadelphia’s 1,671 election 
divisions.  

Shortly after Election Day, the YLD 
hosted Law Week in Philadelphia.  

Throughout the week, 
the YLD participated in 
“Lawyer in the Class-
room” where attorney 
volunteers went to public 
and parochial schools 
to speak with students 
on the importance of 
education, voting, and 
jury service and answered 
questions on what it is 
like to be a lawyer.  

On April 30, the YLD 
hosted its first “Legal Advice Live!” where 
volunteer lawyers provided free legal 
advice to the public on a confidential 
and individual basis.  The Committee of 
Seventy was also on hand to sign people 
up to vote. 

On May 1, the YLD and Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas Judge Annette 
Rizzo hosted the “Goldie Locks Trial Pro-
gram” where kindergarten and first-grade 
students went to City Hall and served 
as jurors in the trial of Commonwealth v. 

Goldie Locks. In this case, 
the defendant, Goldie 
Locks, was charged with 
breaking and entering 
into the home of the three 
bears and stealing their 
porridge.  

On May 2, the YLD 
hosted its yearly “Lawyer 
for a Day” program where 
students from public and 
parochial high schools 
in Philadelphia came to 

Center City Philadelphia and were paired 
with lawyers who took the students to 
civil and criminal courtrooms. Students 
observed real life court proceedings and 
had an opportunity to speak with the 
judge assigned to that case.  

As mentioned above, the Association’s 
young lawyers stepped up in April to 
serve the community and directly benefit 
the citizens of Philadelphia. Whether 
it was at the polls on Election Day or 
working with Philadelphia students 

during Law Week, young lawyers were 
committed to successfully helping the 
community.  

Scott P. Sigman, chair of the Young Lawyers 
Division, is an associate at Bochetto & Lentz, 
P.C. and may be reached by e-mail at 
ssigman@bochettoandlentz.com or by tele-
phone at (215) 735-3900.

Young Lawyers Serve Community Broadly
Photo Gallery
For photos from the YLD 
Annual Meeting, see Page 
24.
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federal courts committee

Eight federal judges and a host of 
top practitioners will be among the pan-
elists for the Federal Courts Committee’s 
Federal Bench-Bar Conference on Friday, 
June 6 at the Philadelphia Marriott 
Downtown, 1201 Market St.

The program, offering 3 substan-
tive CLE credits, begins with opening 
remarks by U.S. District Court Chief 
Judge Harvey Bartle II, Committee Chair 
Charles S. Marion and Vice Chair Craig 
D. Mills.

“This year’s Federal Bench-Bar will 
feature panel presentations of interest to 
every type of practitioner who tries cases 
in the district. Members of the court and 
leading local attorneys will provide insight 
and commentary on issues and impor-
tant practical topics,” Mills said.

The first seminar, “Sometimes Bad is 
Bad: Proving Willfullness in Trademark 
and Trade Secret Claims,” features U.S. 
District Court Judge John R. Padova, M. 
Kelly Tillery and Mills.

“The Impact of Booker on Sentencing 
Procedure and Sentences in the Eastern 
District of Pennsyvania” follows, with 

panelists U.S. District Court Senior Judge 
Norma L. Shapiro, Judge Michael M. 
Baylson, William A. DeStafano, Felicia 
Sarner and Robert A. Zauzmer.

Judge Bartle, U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Chief Judge Diane Weiss Sigmund and 
Clerk of Court Michael Kunz will present 
reports on the state of the court and U.S. 
District Court Judge Timothy R. Rice 
will present an update on the prisoner 
re-entry program.

Prof. Catherine T. Struve of University 
of Pennsylvania Law School is the speaker 
for the seminar “Time After Time:  
Proposed Revisions to Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure 6.” U.S. District Court 
Judges Thomas I. Vanaskie and Legrome 
D. Davis will present “Juror Questions: 
Procedures, Profits and Pitfalls.”

Tuition, which includes a course book, 
breakfast and lunch, is $185 for members 
of the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania or any 
other county bar association. Tuition is 
$165 for members admitted after Jan. 
1, 2004; $215 for nonmembers; $99 for 
paralegals attending with an attorney; 
$129 for paralegals attending alone; $100 

for judges and judicial law clerks; and 
$90 for judges and judicial law clerks 
admitted after Jan. 1, 2004. Registrations 

received more than three days before the 
conference qualify for these early registra-
tion rates.

Eight Judges Among Federal Bench-Bar Panelists

trial practice tips

U.S. District Court Judges (from left) Cynthia M. Rufe, Juan R. Sanchez 
and James T. Giles discuss effective trial practices and attorney conduct in 
the courtroom at the April 16 meeting of the Federal Courts Committee. A 
podcast from this program is available at philadelphiabar.org.
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Israel Exchange Program Participants Being Sought
n By Carolyn Hochstadter Dicker

Attorneys and host law firms are 
needed to take part in the Association’s 
exchange program with the Israel Bar 
Association.

Over the course of the last year, the 
Association has been actively engaged in 
discussions with the Israel Bar Associa-
tion to form an international attorney 
exchange program where local Philadel-
phia firms will host Israeli attorneys for a 
short internship (one to six months) and 
Philadelphia attorneys will travel to Israel 
for a comparable internship at an Israeli 
law firm. The target date for implementa-
tion of the program is June 2008.

The goal of the exchange program is to 
provide a unique and ongoing opportu-

nity for American and Israeli lawyers to 
develop relationships and partner among 
themselves to identify both Israel and 
Philadelphia as the ideal venues for recip-
rocal business transactions. The Philadel-
phia lawyers will learn about Israel’s legal 
practices, system of justice and economy 
so that they can be in a position to forge 
professional relationships and direct 
Israeli business toward Philadelphia rather 
than New York or Washington. The Israel 
Bar Association similarly anticipates that 
Israeli lawyers will learn about the legal 
and business practices of the United 
States and share such expertise with their 
professionals. Both communities seek to 
collaborate toward maintaining a joint 
presence on the international stage and 
bringing this global perspective to their 
practices.

The discussions that culminated in 
this exciting program were initiated by 
the Israeli Bar and, at its invitation, a 
delegation of the Philadelphia Bar visited 
Israel last spring, led by former Chancel-
lor Jane Dalton. She was joined by former 
Chancellor Alan Feldman, Chancellor 
A. Michael Pratt, Chancellor-Elect Sayde 
J. Ladov, Executive Director Ken Shear 
and Villanova law professor Abraham 
Gafni. They were treated to a special 10-
day tour, where they were introduced to 
members of Israel’s bar, its judiciary and 
the Knesset (parliament) to learn about 
the Israeli legal system and to establish the 
groundwork for this program.

A committee of the Philadelphia Bar 
was formed last fall to implement the 
program, chaired by Marc Zucker of Weir 
& Partners, LLP. The committee has been 

working over the last few months on the 
mechanics of the program, in conjunc-
tion with the Israel Bar, and is now ready 
to solicit both attorney and host firm 
participants. The committee is seeking an 
immediate and prompt response from in-
terested participants so that the program 
can be in place by this summer.

If you are an attorney interested in par-
ticipating in the internship offered by the 
program, or your firm would like to host 
one or more visiting Israeli lawyers, please 
contact Ken Shear at kshear@philabar.
org, and you will be contacted by one of 
the committee members.

Carolyn Hochstadter Dicker is the principal 
of E. Carolyn Hochstadter Dicker, LLC and 
is a member of the Israel Exchange Program 
Committee.

n By Brian K. Sims

Members of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association should look to international 
humanitarian law and strengthen the 
dialogue about change, said a distin-
guished panel on the conflict in Darfur. 
Sponsored by the International Law 
Committee and hosted by Pepper Ham-
ilton LLP on March 19, the panel was 
titled “The Situation in Darfur: Evolu-
tion and Prospects.”

Introduced by committee co-chairs 
Michael E. Scullin and Jeremy Heep, 
panelists were Gabriel Akok, a Sudanese 
refugee living in America; Dr. Ali B. 
Ali-Dinar, a professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania and specialist on the Darfur 
conflict; and Joanne Epps, the incom-
ing dean of Temple University Beasley 
School of Law and expert in evidence and 
advocacy. 

The purpose of the panel was to 
explore the current situation in Darfur 
and to ask what the Bar Association can 
do to help. First to address the committee 
was Gabriel Akok, a student at Arcadia 
University, and a Sudanese refugee among 
the famed “Lost Boys of Sudan.”

Akok escaped his home in southern 
Sudan to Kenya where he lived until 
coming to the United States in 2001. 

“It is something that we can’t imagine,” 
he said, “what is happening in Africa, 
particularly in Sudan.”

He spoke strongly about the millions 
killed in the region and the continuing 
violence. “The international community 
needs to get involved,” said Akok, adding 
that the solution is to change the leader-
ship in northern Sudan.

Dr. Ali-Dinar echoed Akok’s sentiment 
and determination. “Why did we never 
hear about the conflict before?” he asked. 
“Millions have been killed in this region 
over time, but the recent conflict from 
2004 to now is unique because of the 
obvious government involvement.”

“In Darfur, nearly 80 percent of the 
people live in rural places, which is a 
recipe for disaster,” said Dr. Ali-Dinar, 
who is not only the associate director of 
the University of Pennsylvania’s African 
Studies Center, but is also the grandson of 
the last King of Darfur.

“This is not a conflict between random 
groups in Darfur,” he said, “this is a 
government sponsored conflict.” Dr. 
Ali-Dinar spoke about his belief that the 
conflict in Darfur has continued because 
it has benefited the current government 
that took power in a coupe. “Keeping the 
army at war is a pretext to pass emergency 
laws and to insulate the leading party 

from challenge.”
In response to the question of what 

the legal community can do to help, Dr. 
Ali-Dinar was quick to look to interna-
tional law. “The United National Security 
Counsel resolutions haven’t done any-
thing,” he said, “and Sudan is a real threat 
to international peace.”

He asked attorneys to help the inter-
national community define the term 
“genocide” so that an accurate decision 
can be made about the atrocities in 
Darfur. While genocide itself is strongly 
prohibited in international law, a single 
standard or bright-line test has never been 
established to define it.

These issues, and the very real possibil-
ity of reparations for victims in Darfur, 
led the American Bar Association to send 
a delegation to London last summer to 
train Sudanese attorneys who will appear 
before the International Criminal Court. 

Epps was the only law professor among 
the team and spoke about the objectives 
of the effort.

“The victims here have a very real and 
meaningful part of the process,” said 
Epps, “and the ability to seek reparations.”

There was a problem with stoicism 
from the Sudanese attorneys who were 
inadvertently pacifying the atrocities. 
She helped work with them to open up 
and talk about the entire story. “We need 
to persuade a fact-finder, and once they 
overcame their reservations, they were 
much more compelling.” Epps asked the 
legal community to keep up the dialogue 
about the preservation of testamentary 
evidence in incidence like Darfur and 
Sudan. “We needed to stockpile evidence 
for safe-keeping,” she said.

Brian K. Sims is an associate editor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

Refugee, Scholars
Detail Darfur Crisis

international laW committee

Dr. Ali B. Ali-Dinar (left) and Gabriel Akok were among the International Law 
Committee’s panelists for a March 19 discussion on the crisis in Darfur. 
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Temple Law Associate Dean JoAnne 
A. Epps, a leading scholar in the areas of 
trial advocacy and criminal procedure 
and one of the university’s most dis-
tinguished faculty members, has been 
appointed dean of Temple’s James E. 
Beasley School of Law. Her appointment 
is effective July 1.

Epps will succeed Dean Robert J. Re-
instein, who will retire on June 30, after 
19 years of service.

As associate dean of academic affairs at 
Temple Law since 1989, Epps has served 
as the primary liaison between the dean 
and the law faculty; overseen student ad-
ministrative operations, from admissions 
to career planning; and assisted the dean 
in faculty personnel decisions, fundraising 
and alumni relations.

Epps joined the Temple Law faculty in 
1985 and was appointed a full professor 
in 1994, and served as the I. Herman 
Stern Professor of Law, a rotating profes-
sorship honoring teaching excellence, 
from 1997 to 2000. Although she has 
been a faculty member for more than two 

decades, Epps’ connections to the univer-
sity run far deeper. Her first job at 16 was 
as a cashier at Temple’s bookstore, and her 
mother was a Temple employee.

Before joining the Temple Law faculty, 
Epps was assistant U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania (1980-
85); she tried more than a dozen criminal 
cases to verdict and argued three cases in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit. From 1976 to 1980, Epps was 
deputy city attorney for the City of Los 
Angeles, where she tried more than 50 
criminal jury trials.

Epps earned her juris doctor from the 
Yale School of Law in 1976 after graduat-
ing with a bachelor’s degree from Trinity 
College in Hartford, Conn., in 1973.

Epps Named
New Dean at
Temple Law

featuring:featuring:
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Opening Act: Anton ShufordOpening Act: Anton Shuford

If lower interest rates are a stormy 
economy’s silver lining, they signal darker 
days ahead for nonprofit legal services 
organizations. IOLTA, or Interest on 
Lawyers Trust Accounts, is a major fund-
ing source for legal services, and when 
interest rates fall, so does funding. Com-
munity Legal Services expects a $1.2 
million cut in IOLTA funding, next year.

“Just when low-income Philadel-
phians are hardest hit by the economy, 
our capacity to provide legal services is 
threatened by shrinking IOLTA funds,” 
said Cathy Carr, CLS Executive Director. 
IOLTA accounts for 20 percent of the 
CLS operating budget, according to Carr. 

Thanks to a reserve fund and carryover 
from the current year, CLS can absorb 
some of the IOLTA loss, but not without 
reducing services in some units. In 2010, 
if interest rates remain low, CLS will 
face a much harsher reality, when both 
reserves and carryover will be diminished.

Philadelphia VIP also will be feeling 
the pinch, said VIP Executive Direc-
tor Sara Woods. “IOLTA is our biggest 
funder and accounts for about one-sixth 
of our budget. So it’s significant,” she said.

At this point, Woods said VIP plans no 

reductions in staffing or services. “We’re 
hoping our partners in the legal commu-
nity will help us bridge the gap.”

Carr has slowed new hires for practice 
areas experiencing high demand as a re-
sult of the economic downtown, namely 
foreclosure defense and employment. 
Instead, she will redeploy some attorneys 
and paralegals to those units. Other units, 
which do not have dedicated funding, 
may lose capacity to protect Philadel-
phians in areas such as utility shut-offs 
and public benefits. 

Carr said staffing changes alone will 
not solve the problem. “You can’t cut your 
way clear of a 12 percent drop in funding. 
We are talking to our most dedicated sup-
porters, asking them to help us stabilize 
CLS in the short term.”

“The irony,” says Barbara Sicalides, 
president of the CLS Board and a partner 
at Pepper Hamilton LLP, “is the sub-
prime mortgage crisis was the catalyst 
both for the economic downturn and a 
sharp rise in clients needing CLS services. 
And the Fed’s response, lower interest 
rates, generates less funding for groups 
like CLS serving as the safety net for 
people in the legal system.”

Lower Interest Rates Hurting
Nonprofit Legal Services

Epps
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Women in the profession committee

n By Heather J. Holloway

Within seven seconds of meeting you, a person will 
make a determination of who you are, how smart you are, and 
whether they like you, a consultant told members of the Women 
in the Profession Committee.

Sara Canuso, president of A Suitable Solution, stressed the 
importance of paying attention to image because well over 55 
percent of communication is non-verbal in nature. Canuso met 
with the committee at its March 25 meeting.

According to Canuso, first impressions start with what you 
think of yourself. It is important that you feel comfortable in 
your clothing and that you pay attention to the details such as 
colors, shoes, accessories, and grooming. With regard to clothing, 
Canuso cautioned that “one size does not fit all” and promoted 
investment in a good tailor. “Two women who both wear a size 
8 cannot purchase the same size 8 suit and have it fit them both 
perfectly. A tailor can make an off-the-rack purchase look tailor 
made by accounting for variations in body size,” she said.

Canuso explained that one can also create the illusion of a 
smaller frame with properly fitted clothing. By way of example, 
she demonstrated how her outfit made her appear 20 pounds 
smaller than her actual weight because she wore pants with a hid-
den zipper, no pleats and no pockets. Women with a larger seat 
can create an illusion by wearing a suit jacket that stops either 
mid-seat or that covers the entire seat.    

Canuso also addressed the importance of color. She sug-
gested that an attorney appearing in court wear a navy suit with 
a white blouse to convey a business message on the first day. 
While Canuso noted that it is important that one feels comfort-
able in her clothing, many in attendance also commented that 
it is often more appropriate to wear a skirt suit to appease those 
jurors or prospective employers who hold a more conservative 
view. Canuso advised that black is a suitable alternative to navy if 
it is softened with the right blouse or jewelry. Canuso reminded 
those in attendance that black is a color generally associated with 

Women’s
Summit
June 18
The Women in the Profession 
Committee will hold its first Women 
in the Profession Summit at The CLE 
Conference Center on Wednesday, June 
18. The summit will focus, in part, on 
the best practices for the retention and 
promotion of women lawyers and feature 
a keynote address by Charisse Lillie, vice 
president of human resources for Com-
cast Corporation and senior vice presi-
dent of human resources for Comcast 
Cable. Summit attendees will receive two 
substantive and two ethics CLE credits.

Lynn Marks, executive director of 
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts, 
will moderate the first CLE program 
“Women in the Courtroom – Com-
munication Across the Gender Gap,” 
featuring Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas Judges Frederica A. Massiah-
Jackson and Marlene Lachman, U.S. 
District Court Senior Judge Norma L. 
Shapiro, U.S. Court of Appeals Judge 
Dolores K. Sloviter, U.S. District Court 
Judge Petrese B. Tucker and retired Judge 
Diane M. Welsh. The panel will discuss 
the different communication styles of 
women and men, both in and outside of 
the courtroom, throughout the litigation 
process, and include, among other things, 
a discussion of related findings from the 
Interbranch Commission for Gender, 
Racial and Ethnic Fairness, with respect 
to how women lawyers are perceived.

Kimberly Ruch-Alegant and Kelly 
Dobbs Bunting will moderate the next 
session, “Hot Topics for Women,” with 
panelists Danielle Banks, co-chair of the 
Women in the Profession Committee, 
and a partner at Stradley Ronan Stevens 
& Young, LLP; Nancy O’Mara Ezold, 
of Nancy O’Mara Ezold, P.C.; Natalie 
Klyashtorny, of Nochumson P.C.; and 
Nicole Whittington of White and Wil-
liams LLP.

Maria Feeley, chair of the summit and 
co-chair of the Women in the Profession 
Committee, will moderate the next pro-
gram featuring large law firm executive 
and managing partners on best practices 
for retention and promotion of women 
lawyers. Panelists will include J. Gor-
don Cooney Jr., Philadelphia managing 
partner, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP; 

committee in the community
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Women in the Profession Committee Co-Chair Maria A. Feeley (center) meets with high school students as part of 
the committee’s “How to Become a Lawyer” program April 3 at Temple University Beasley School of Law. Other 
speakers included Rebecca Dougherty of Beasley School of Law and Committee Public Service Task Force members 
Nikki Johnson-Huston, Christine Welsh, Patricia Dansbury, Jennifer Lambert and Sarah Schlossberg.

Image Plays Key
Role in Success, 
Women Advised 

continued on page 22

Sara Canuso helps cultivate a polished image that com-
mands respect and helps clients thrive professionally.

continued on page 23
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n By Kathryn C. Harr

Despite widespread belief that the 1963 land-
mark decision of Gideon v. Wainwright extended a 
fundamental right to counsel in all cases, this right has 
not, in fact, been extended to representation in civil 
matters.  Addressing this often devastating discrepancy, 
the Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Bar Associations co-
sponsored the Public Interest Section’s plenary meeting 
“Civil Gideon: A Right to Counsel in Civil Cases” on 
April 10.

“All citizens, rich or poor, should have counsel at their 
side to secure basic human rights,” Chancellor A. Michael 
Pratt began, citing the importance of representation in 
civil matters involving shelter, sustenance, health, safety 
and family. Andrew F. Susko, president of the Pennsyl-
vania Bar Association, provided statistics supporting the 
need for this representation, noting “80 percent of the 
legal needs of the poor and working poor go unmet,” and 
that “one of every two who present to a legal aid agency 
are turned away” because services are not available.  

Marcia Levick, legal director of the Juvenile Law 
Center, moderated the Civil Gideon panel that included 
Pennsylvania state Rep. Kathy M. Manderino; Debra 
Gardner, legal director, Public Justice Center of Balti-
more; and Laura Abel, deputy director of the Justice 
Program, Brennan Center for Justice, New York Univer-
sity School of Law.

Describing the 1981 case of Lassiter v. Dept. of Social 
Services in which the U.S. Supreme Court recognized the 
right to counsel in some termination of parental rights 
proceedings, Abel explained some of the legal founda-
tions on which further efforts must build. While several 
federal statutes provide for counsel for children in depen-
dency proceedings or members of the military in certain 
circumstances, the states have developed the majority of 
rights to counsel in civil proceedings.  

“Most of the energy in trying to expand the right to 
counsel is in the family area,” Abel explained, detailing 
Pennsylvania’s and other states’ laws providing a right to 
counsel for parents in dependency, paternity and parental 
rights matters. Additionally, most states provide for the 
right to counsel in involuntary commitment for mental 
illness proceedings.

Efforts in New York City to ex-
pand the right to counsel for tenants 
in eviction proceedings have grappled 
with issues of the ability of legal 
services to expand, the adequacy of 
representation available, the munici-
pal power to create such a right, and 
both the cost and savings to the city 
of such a program.  

In Maryland, efforts to effect a constitutional amend-
ment will be the first step in securing a right to counsel 
in civil matters, Gardner described. Armed with such an 
amendment, the next step will be to collectively petition 
the legislature to seek the money needed to implement 
the program. Gardner also noted that Maryland’s consti-
tution incorporates the common law of England, which 
provided for a right to counsel in civil matters.

Manderino provided the political backdrop against 

which change in Pennsylvania must 
occur, noting that the state is largely 
decentralized in how such services 
are delivered, being the only state in 
which the criminal right to counsel 
is funded solely by the counties. She 
noted that as issues like foreclosure 
begin to impact more middle class 
homes, legislative support for the 

right to counsel in these civil proceedings will grow.
“The organized bar has to stand up,” Susko noted. 

“It has to step up to the plate and ensure that individu-
als have access to our justice system that is meaningful 
through access to legal services.”

Kathryn C. Harr, an associate with Trujillo Rodriguez & 
Richards, LLC, is an associate editor of the Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter.

public interest section

Right to Civil Counsel Explored at Forum

podcast
Spotlight

Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen 
to the podcast of the Civil Gideon 
program on April 10.

Instant OFFICES
In the historic National Newark Building and at 305 Broadway, NY.

   Daily, Monthly & Annual Rentals   21ST-Century Wired
   Virtual O�ces in NJ &/or NY   10 Minutes From NY & Newark Airport
   Professional O�ce Support   2 Short Blocks to All Trains
   Conference Rooms   Next Door to State & Federal Courts 
 

Ask about our “War Room” program for your next big trial.

LawSuites.net
Call Nita for details at 646.996.6675 or 212.822.1475.

Panelists (from left) Debra Gardner, Kathy Manderino and Laura Abel meet before the April 10 plenary.
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Philadelphia Bar Association June Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon 

Monday, June 30 at 12 p.m. at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets
 

• Featuring presentation of the Judge A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. Memorial Public Interest Lecture by Marc H. Morial
• Admission of new members into the Association’s Year Clubs

Please make _______ reservations for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Quarterly 
Meeting and Luncheon. Tickets are $55 for members and $60 for non-members. 
Checks should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.
 
Name: ___________________________________________________
 
Firm/Employer:  _____________________________________________
 
Address: _________________________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________
 
Phone: ___________________________ Fax: ____________________
 
E-Mail: ___________________________________________________

Return to:
Quarterly Meeting
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th floor
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955

Credit Cardholder: ___________________________________________
 
_____ Visa   _____  MasterCard   _____ American Express

Card number: ______________________________________________

Expiration date: ____________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________

Credit card payments should be faxed to Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-1159.

Quarterly Meeting
continued from page 1

Award. He earned a law degree from the 
Georgetown University Law Center in 
1983 and also earned a Bachelor’s degree 
in Economics and African American 
Studies from the University of Pennsylva-
nia in 1980. In 2002, Xavier University 
awarded him an Honorary Doctor of 
Law degree.

He is the son of the late Ernest N. Mo-
rial, New Orleans’ first African-American 
mayor, and Sybil Morial, a retired teacher 
and university administrator.

Morial, a history, arts, music and sports 
enthusiast, has an adult daughter, and is 
married to broadcast journalist Michelle 
Miller. They have two young children.   

Established in 1910, The Urban 
League is the nation’s oldest and largest 
community-based movement devoted to 
empowering African Americans to enter 
the economic and social mainstream. 
Today, the National Urban League, head-
quartered in New York City, spearheads 
the non-partisan efforts of its local affili-
ates. There are more than 100 local affili-
ates of the National Urban League located 
in 35 states and the District of Columbia 
providing direct services to more than 
2 million people nationwide through 
programs, advocacy and research.

The June Quarterly Meeting and Lun-
cheon begins at 12 p.m. at the Park Hyatt 
Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and 
Walnut streets.

Forty-nine new members will be wel-
comed into the Association’s Year Clubs 
at program. The Year Clubs recognize 
attorneys who have been practicing law 
for 50 years or more. The following is a 
list of new members of the Association’s 
50-, 60-, 65- and 70-Year Clubs:
50-Year Club 

George F. Adams, William M. Barnes, 
E. Harris Baum, Norman M. Berger, Jack 
R. Bershad, Charles W. Bowser, Isaac H. 
Clothier, Fred R. Cohen, Michael M. 
Dean, Melvin Dion, William F. Drake 
Jr., Judge Jan E. DuBois, Alvin E. Echols, 
S. Jonathan Emerson, James F. Gannon, 
Richard D. Harburg, William R. Hud-
son, Judge Leonard A. Ivanoski, Judge 
Sheldon C. Jelin, David J. Kaufman, 
Richard Kirschner, Goncer M. Krestal, 
Seymour Kurland, Stephen R. LaCheen, 
Donald F. Manchel, Albert Momjian, Jay 
G. Ochroch, Harris Ominsky,  Freder-
ick Patti, James J. Prendergast, Eugene 
M. Schloss Jr., Richard G. Schneider,  
Steven B. Silverman, Bernard Snyder, 
Burton Stein, John R. Suria, Michael L. 
Temin,  Herbert R. Weiman, Frederick 
Weitzman, Ronald P. Wertheim, William 
T. Windsor, Harvey A. Yanks and Joseph 
S. Ziccardi.  
60-Year Club

William D. Harris, Judge Charles P. 
Mirarchi Jr. and John H. Wood Jr.
65-Year Club

John A. Eichman III and Joseph 
Shanis.
70-Year Club

Edward I. Cutler.

WebCheck Visit philadelphiabar.org to purchase 
tickets for the June Quarterly Meet-
ing and Luncheon.

Notice to Philadelphia
Bar Association Members
Notice to Philadelphia Bar Asso-
ciation Members:

Pursuant to Section 1100 of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association bylaws, 
notice is hereby given to all members of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association that the 
following amendments to the bylaws of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association were 
considered at the March 27, 2008 Board 
of Governors meeting and were approved 
for submission to the members at the 
June Quarterly meeting to take place on 
Monday, June 30, 2008 at Noon at the 
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue.

Article IV of the Bylaws is amended 
and restated as follows:

ARTICLE IV - NOMINATIONS 
AND ELECTIONS

Section 400. Elections Committee; 
Composition.

(A) There shall be an Elections Com-
mittee which shall consist of the Im-
mediate Past Chancellor, who shall serve 
as Chair, and at least 10 Members, all of 
whom shall be appointed by the current 
Chancellor with approval of the Board, 
reflecting the diversity of the Association.  
The Secretary shall be an ex officio mem-
ber of the Elections Committee.

(B)  No member of the Elections 
Committee, other than an ex officio 
member, may be a candidate for any 
office of the Association in the year in 
which such member serves on the Elec-
tions Committee.

Section 401. Duties and Procedures of 

the Elections Committee.
(A) The Elections Committee shall 

actively seek eligible candidates for the 
offices and positions to be filled and the 
Committee shall actively seek and recruit 
candidates of diverse backgrounds, in-
cluding those who have been historically 
underrepresented as officers and members 
of the Board.

(B)  As often as the Committee shall 
determine, but in any event not less than 
on three separate days the last of which 
shall not be less than 60 days prior to the 
Annual Meeting, the Secretary shall cause 
a notice to be Published listing the offices 
to be filled at said Annual Meeting and 
requesting nominations for such offices.

(C) The Elections Committee shall 
adopt such rules and procedures as it shall 
deem appropriate for the conduct of its 
business to the extent not inconsistent 
with these Bylaws.

(D) The Elections Committee shall not 
endorse, evaluate or rank any candidate.

Section 402. Nominating Procedure.
A Member may become a candidate 

for an office of the Association or for the 
Board of Governors, by:

(A) Filing with the Secretary, at least 60 
days prior to the annual meeting, nomi-
nations in writing which, for candidates 
of the Board, must be signed by at least 
25 Members who are entitled to vote; for 
candidates for Secretary, Treasurer, As-

continued on page 21
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Philadelphia VIP has announced that 
Kathy O’Neill, a partner with White and 
Williams LLP, is VIP’s Volunteer of the 
Month for April.

O’Neill has excelled in her work to serve 
VIP clients and has represented clients in 
many different types of cases, including auto 
accidents, drivers’ license cases, 
probate matters and quiet title 
actions. In particular, she has 
been committed to serving our 
homeownership clients who have 
“tangled title” issues. Despite not 
practicing probate or real estate 
law in her regular private practice, 
O’Neill currently has two open 
home-ownership cases.

In one of these cases she has 
zealously represented her client 
by tackling a multitude of issues related to 
the property, including probating an estate, 
negotiating with the District Attorney’s Office 
over a private criminal complaint related to 
the property, and filing an eviction action 
to resolve an outstanding dispute over the 
property. Because she has been so willing to 
resolve each of these issues in turn, the client 
has been served much more effectively and 
efficiently than if VIP had to find attorneys to 
handle each issue.

In addition to her exceptional casework, 
O’Neill also has been instrumental in lead-
ing White and Williams’ home-ownership 
practice group by recruiting firm attorneys to 
attend the monthly meetings and to accept 
new VIP cases. She also was recently named 
chair of the firm’s pro bono committee. What 

is perhaps most impressive about 
O’Neill’s work on behalf of low-
income Philadelphians is that she 
works out of her firm’s Cherry 
Hill office but never hesitates to 
travel to Philadelphia when she is 
needed to serve VIP’s clients.

Philadelphia VIP understands 
the everyday demands and time 
constraints that its volunteer 
attorneys face. VIP values all 
volunteers and recognize with this 

honor those who handle multiple VIP cases, 
dedicate numerous hours to complex matters 
and take on cases outside of their general 
practice area. Philadelphia VIP volunteers 
serve clients with compassion and offer them 
assistance. Philadelphia VIP is proud to recog-
nize volunteers who are truly helping achieve 
access to justice for all.  

For all of her commitment and initiative, 
VIP gives its heartfelt thanks to Kathy O’Neill 
and recognizes her as Volunteer of the Month.

O’Neill is VIP’s April Honoree

Kathy O’Neill 

Foundation Golf Classic July 15
The Philadelphia Bar Founda-
tion’s 20th Annual Golf Classic will 
be held at The ACE Club in Lafay-
ette Hill on Tuesday, July 15.

The Bar Foundation’s 30th Annual 
Andrew Hamilton Gala will be held 
Saturday, Nov. 1 at the 23rd Street 
Armory, 22 S. 23rd St. Both events 

will raise money to support the 
Foundation’s mission of making avail-
able legal services for those who need, 
but cannot afford representation.

For information on sponsorships 
and reservations, contact Lynne 
Brown at  lbrown@philabar.org or 
call 215-238-6347.

In Their Own Words

Philadelphia Becoming Next Great Green City
By Jim Kenney

n By Jim Kenney

About two years ago, I began to 
realize that environmental issues weren’t 
just for tree huggers anymore. I started to 
understand the realities of a heat island 
and the benefits of the LEED green 
building rating system.

At the end of 2005, I introduced my 
first piece of environmental legislation 
that required the city to purchase hybrid 
vehicles when the price was competitive. 
In addition to the legislation being suc-
cessful, my eyes were opened to how far 
behind Philadelphia was to Chicago, Bos-
ton and Washington D.C. in the green 
arena. After hearing about these cities’ 
Departments on the Environment – and 
their successes – I harnessed support for 
a Philadelphia City Council Committee 
on the Environment to focus on urban 
quality of life issues as they pertain to the 
environment. Since then, this committee 
has considered a number of initiatives 

including green roofs, 
rubber sidewalks, LEED 
requirements for city 
funded buildings and 
most recently construc-
tion and demolition 
recycling requirements.

As a city councilman 
for nearly 16 years, green 
legislation hasn’t always 
been one of my legisla-
tive priorities. Rather, 
I’ve focused on more 
fundamental quality-of-life issues as well 
as ways to attract and retain residents and 
businesses. Now, however, I see that these 
priorities have become directly linked to 
creating a sustainable city.

Now more than ever, people are choos-
ing where to live and work based on sus-
tainable practices. If Philadelphia wants 
to retain graduating students from our 
distinguished colleges and universities, 
attract new residents and appeal to new 
businesses, we need to position ourselves 

as a vibrant city focused 
on sustainable living. 

Over the past few 
years, Philadelphia 
has made great strides 
toward becoming a 
premier green city. We’ve 
seen LEED-rated build-
ings built – the Cira 
Center and Comcast 
Center – residential 
communities focused on 
environmentally friendly 

living embraced – Rag Flats and Onion 
Flats – and even LEED-certified schools 
built –Microsoft School of the Future 
and the Barry School located at 59th and 
Race Streets. There’s also been dedicated 
leadership in sustainable practices. Coun-
cilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown and 
I have sponsored more than 25 pieces of 
environmental legislation. And now, with 
Mayor Nutter’s commitment to creating 
a cabinet-level position on sustainability, 
Philadelphia is poised to emerge as one of 

the greatest green cities.
We’re lucky to already have such 

wonderful attributes to our advantage. 
Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park system is 
among the finest in the nation. Our city 
is walkable and easily accessed with public 
transportation. We have the highest re-
garded Water Department in the nation. 
All of these things, among many others, 
are proof that Philadelphia is a green city 
at heart. Now, we must embrace these 
resources and take the next step and 
begin thinking green in all that we do. 
From expanding our recycling service 
to encouraging sustainable construction 
and renovation, we can make improve-
ments to our environment while saving 
resources and creating new, green jobs. It 
certainly is Philadelphia’s time to shine.

Jim Kenney is a Philadelphia city councilman 
and chair of the Committee on the Environ-
ment. He has served at-large for the past 16 
years and was recently re-elected to serve a fifth 
term.

Judge on appeals

U.S. District Court Judge 
Mary A. McLaughlin dis- 
cusses appeals to the 
U.S. District Court and  
representation for pro se 
plaintiffs at the April 18 
meeting of the Social Se-
curity Disability Benefits 
Committee. A podcast of 
the program is available 
at philadelphiabar.org.
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Thirty years ago 
there was no leg-
islation protecting 
seniors at risk of abuse, 
neglect or exploita-
tion. Pennsylvania had 
no durable power of 
attorney or living will 
statute to enable seniors 
to avoid guardianship 
or have their end-of-life 
decisions made known. 
There were no provi-
sions under Medical Assistance to pre-
vent the impoverishment of individuals 
– mostly women with spouses in nursing 
homes – by guaranteeing a modest but 
relatively reasonable income level. 
So, in 1978, motivated by the necessity 
of protecting the legal rights of seniors, 
the Philadelphia Bar Association, under 
Executive Director Ken Shear’s guidance, 
received funding for and founded the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Senior Citi-
zen Judicare Project or Judicare in short.  
Now known as SeniorLAW Center, it is 
the only nonprofit organization in Phila-
delphia, or for that matter Pennsylvania, 
whose sole mission is to provide legal 
assistance to elders.

“We started out as such a little orga-
nization. The initial grant covered only 
a small section of Philadelphia. Now we 
have services that are available statewide,” 
said Karen Buck, SeniorLAW’s execu-
tive director for the past 11 years. “I’m 
so proud of how much we have grown 
since 1978. The Bar Association and Bar 
Foundation should be proud as well, 
since we wouldn’t exist without their 
vision and concern for a population often 
overlooked by our culture.”

The legal services provided by Senior-
LAW to thousands of our elderly citizens 
are more crucial now than ever. Of this 
country’s 10 largest cities, Philadelphia 
has the largest percentage of senior 
citizens, and the seniors of our city 
experience a higher rate of poverty than 
their peers in other parts of Pennsylvania 
and the nation. Nearly 20 percent of our 
community’s elderly are living at or below 
the poverty level or are economically 
vulnerable. Most are women.

SeniorLAW’s services primarily help 
these economically disadvantaged seniors 
with issues that have a dramatic impact 
on their quality of life. The legal help 
provided enables seniors to remain in 
their homes and communities, live free 
from abuse and maintain their indepen-

dence and dignity. More 
than 10,000 seniors per 
year access the direct legal 
services, advice, informa-
tion, referrals and com-
munity legal education 
offered by SeniorLAW. 
Through its outreach and 
training components, in-
cluding its Pennsylvania 
SeniorLAW E-newsletter, 
SeniorLAW Center is 
also a primary source of 

legal information for professionals and 
organizations that work with seniors.

One of SeniorLAW’s clients, Mr. Wil-
liams, was planning for a quiet retirement 
when his two-year-old grandson, Isaiah, 
became orphaned. Isaiah’s father had shot 
Isaiah’s mother and then himself in front 
of the little boy. At the age of 68, Mr. 
Williams became a full-time parent, try-
ing to keep his grandson out of the foster 
care system and addressing questions of 
medical consent and custody. Mr. Wil-
liams went to SeniorLAW where the legal 
staff helped him navigate the family court 
system, secured for him legal custody of 
Isaiah and made referrals to respite care 
and other resources so Mr. Williams 
could raise his grandson in a loving and 
nurturing home.

Mr. Williams was helped as part of 
KinC.A.N. (Kinship Caregiver Assistance 
Network), one of the special projects that 
demonstrates SeniorLAW’s leadership in 
addressing the needs of the elderly who 
are raising young relative children, many 
of whom have been abandoned, ne-
glected or abused by their birth parents. 
Other special projects under its umbrella 
of services target the needs of Asian elders, 
Hispanic elders, older homeowners and 
consumers, seniors who are victims of 
abuse, and those who are chronically ill, 
homebound or in hospice. The develop-
ment of these specialized areas insure 
that the staff is trained and available to 
meet the particular needs of these groups 
and that SeniorLAW continues to be the 
expert on these issues and can advocate 
for change at the policy level as well as 
provide direct services to the individual. 
Because of the access and mobility issues 
faced by many seniors, SeniorLAW offers 
its services at various locations around 
the city. With offices in Center City, the 
agency partners with community orga-
nizations in six neighborhoods – from 
North Philadelphia to West Philadelphia 
to Kensington – to offer community-

based assistance, serving seniors in their 
own languages and neighborhoods. Also 
with this issue in mind, SeniorLAW 
staff and volunteer attorneys often make 
“house calls” to clients in nursing homes 
or hospitals, or even in the client’s own 
home if it is appropriate. Its pro bono 
program is centered around a volunteer 
attorney panel, in addition to crafting 
special service projects with firm and 
corporate partners.

In honor of its 30 years of work with 
seniors, SeniorLAW is planning a series 
of special celebratory events, one in 
each month of the year, including those 
focused on pro bono service, volunteer 
recognition, and client celebration. In 
January, SeniorLAW volunteer attorneys 
and staff participated in the Martin 
Luther King Day of Service legal clinic 
with the Homeless Advocacy Project 
and Philadelphia VIP.  In February, they 
held a volunteer celebration at Pepper 
Hamilton LLP. March showcased a bus-
tling bilingual Latino Elders Health Care 
Planning pro bono project in partnership 
with PECO, area law firms, the Hispanic 
Bar Association, and other community 
groups at Somerset Villas, a senior hous-
ing site.

“We want to have events that celebrate 
the diversity of the senior population and 
the contributions seniors make, as well as 

highlight the needs they have,” said Buck. 
“People need to start thinking about be-
ing a senior as the ‘Third Age’—not old 
age. For many people, this period is going 
to constitute almost one-third of their 
lives.  We want to make that time in their 
lives safe, healthy and independent, by 
pursuing access to justice for those whose 
voices, still, are often ignored.”

SeniorLAW Center receives funding 
from many sources—individual donors, 
IOLTA, city, state, and federal programs. 
But the unrestricted funds granted by 
the Philadelphia Bar Foundation and 
the Raising the Bar funding from local 
law firms leveraged by the Foundation 
are more meaningful because they are 
tangible indicators of the local legal 
community’s commitment to the welfare 
and legal rights of low-income seniors 
of our city. Make that commitment to 
SeniorLAW and the more than 30 other 
public interest organizations fighting for 
the rights of those less fortunate in our 
community by supporting the Philadel-
phia Bar Foundation. Access to justice is 
the hallmark of our nation. Make it your 
priority by sending a donation to the Bar 
Foundation today.

Elaine Rinaldi, a partner at Cozen O’Connor, 
is president of the Philadelphia Bar Founda-
tion.

Bar Foundation
City’s Seniors Get Boost from SeniorLAW Center

By Elaine Rinaldi

WebCheck For information about the Bar Foun-
dation or to make a contribution, 
please visit philadelphiabar.org.

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY / ETHICS MATTERS



James C. Schwartzman, Esq.


1818 Market Street, 29th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 751-2863

Dana Pirone Garrity, Esq.
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n By Marc W. Reuben

Commentary used to be a form 
of journalism reserved for those with 
considerable experience and insight. They 
were the veterans who earned the right to 
express themselves based upon applica-
tion of a lifetime of experience. Edward 
R. Murrow was a reporter long before he 
took on Sen. Joseph McCarthy, and Eric 
Sevareid followed the news of the world 
for decades before he raised up eloquent 
rhetoric to do battle with Spiro Agnew.

In the age of accomplishment, men 
and women of experience were entrusted 
with the ideals of non-partisan journal-
ism, to try to marshal facts in a way that 
would make news events obvious to 
untutored listeners. No need for snide 
asides or hip attitudes. The focus of good 
commentary was information, not show 
business. News commentators were not 

hired to express opinions favored in local 
taprooms, but to express facts found by 
inquisitive minds. This was not always 
popular, or commercially lucrative, but 
public service rendered by commercial 
networks who placed the public good 
over popularity. Often, as in the case of 
Murrow, network rulers became tame 
and tremulous under pressure. But com-
mentary, as it was then, was allowed to 
continue because it poked at the popular 
image of infallible policy, as evidenced 
by bloated leaders in the Great Democ-
racy. Someone, somewhere, had the idea 
that faultlessness was not a good trait for 
America. The last practitioner of this art 
was Walter Cronkite, whose stentorian 
delivery gave words an especial import as 
he said them. No need for flourishes or 
common denominators when facts are 
at issue. The plainer the better. That is 
why calling a spade a spade was so much 
more jolting when applied by one of the 

great ones. They did no more than state 
the facts. They did not act or roll their 
eyes, or shout. They used facts and words 
as a device to shed light. In the case of 
Cronkite the perfect diction and excel-
lent syntax was an entre to respectability. 
Commentators had to know how to 
speak clearly, without a hint of sing-song.

Into the new world comes morning 
news and the cable stations, who seem 
to seek out viewers wearing the latest in 
tin-foil headwear. Morning television has 
a degree of spontaneity that only the en-
tertainment industry can afford us. Such 
stupidity must be spontaneous.

Here sits a man who tells viewers of 
his special qualities of insight because he 
was elected to Congress prior to working 
in television. It may seem that a former 
inmate appears intimate enough with the 
happenings at the asylum to explain them 
to other defectives. I suppose it never 
dawned on viewers that those who served 

in Congress are able to understand how 
the public servants equate stuffing money 
into the pants of a congressman with 
freedom of speech. Only on morning 
cable could viewers equate the ideals of 
Romulus Augustulus to political insight.

Being able to take facts from someone 
who sounds like he has just come back 
from the local tavern is blissful to people 
who like their slogans to rhyme. Talking 
heads who repeat gossip and unattributed 
slanders are the core of cable television. 
News has become what anyone says, 
when the anyone has e-mail and can 
let loose a random word and repeat it 
faster than Oprah can give away a car. 
Unchecked verbiage masquerading as 
news has become so popular that it often 
invades the major airwaves as if it were an 
accomplishment, rather than the shabby 
and irresponsible bloviating that it is.

One morning news program calls 

Experience, Objectivity Missing from News Shows
Arts & Media

continued on page 25

Disaster 
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I committed quite a gaffe recently. 
I participated in the Villanova Law 
School’s Fall Preview Fair – it was my 
kind of shindig – lots of food, drinks and 
a good amount of students all anxious 
and eager to make acquaintances with 
representatives from all the various law 
firms in the city. I always have fun speak-
ing with students, which is why my firm 
regularly sends me to these events.  I 
particularly enjoy the opportunity to tell 
students that there is no one true path 
to success (although…good grades can’t 
hurt).  

After having been on my feet for two 
hours, I was just about to sit down and 
rest when a South Asian student ap-
proached my table. Maybe my eyes were 
tired, but I thought she looked familiar 
so I smiled and said it was good to see her 
again. She smiled back at me but asked 
me where we had met before. When I 
told her I had met her at the Women 

in the Profession/Flex-
Time Lawyers seminar, 
“Successful Interview-
ing and Beyond” in the 
fall of 2007, she shook 
her head with slight 
embarrassment and said 
that I must have her 
confused with someone 
else.  Yipes! She was very 
thoughtful and tried to 
help me cover up my 
mistake – she offered 
that perhaps we had met at the Asian bar’s 
lunar banquet earlier this year instead? 
Sheepishly, I had to admit that this is the 
first year I missed the lunar banquet so we 
could not have met then. It was no use 
– there was nothing to do but acknowl-
edge the faux pas and move on. Luckily, 
she was eager to ask me about law firm 
life, what she should do for the summer 
and other questions that distracted from 

my earlier blunder.
I have frequently been 

mistaken for other Asian 
women – in Providence, 
R.I., while shoe shop-
ping, I was asked if I 
was Lucy Liu; in East 
Rutherford, N.J., while 
at a U2 concert, I was 
asked if I was Sandra 
Oh. Huh? No offense, 
but I look nothing like 
either one of those two 

fine actresses. Yes, we all share the dark 
hair and similar body type, but come on, 
they must be at least two inches taller 
than I am. Locally, I was once confused 
for another past president of the Asian 
bar who is Chinese-American and once 
confused with another Korean-American 
woman lawyer. Each time I was confused 
for another Asian woman, I bristled and 
immediately called the person a racist 

under my breath.  
So, after my recent gaffe, I had to ask 

myself, “Et tu, Brute?” Did confusing one 
South Asian student with another South 
Asian student render me a racist as I had 
deemed all those who had failed to dis-
tinguish between me and the other Asian 
women? Of course not. But framing the 
issue in that manner made me realize 
that it had been patently unfair of me to 
have judged the others so quickly after 
one mistake – one thoughtless blunder 
does not a racist make. Perhaps they are, 
perhaps they are not – I do not know 
them well enough to make that determi-
nation. But one case of mistaken identity 
does not mean that they are racist. At the 
very most, they just need to get their eyes 
checked.  

 
Sunah Park, a partner at Thorp Reed & 
Armstrong, LLP, is editor-in-chief of the Phila-
delphia Bar Reporter.

Blundering Leaves Her Wondering on Racism
Sunah in the City

By Sunah Park

Counsel Fees
continued from page 3

Appointments
continued from page 3

caseloads and inadequate compensation, 
public defenders and assigned counsel are 
discouraged from visiting their clients in 
jail” and that “some appointed lawyers...
fail to conduct interviews in any depth 
with their clients, conduct no investiga-
tions, file no motions or file the same 
boilerplate motions in every case, and 
fail to bring professional skills to bear on 
the case.” Philadelphia was one of the 

12 sample counties in The Spangenberg 
Group study in 2002, and not much has 
changed with respect to funding since the 
study was conducted.  

To make matters worse, Pennsylva-
nia is one of only three states that fails 
to provide state funding for indigent 
defense, thereby leaving funding to each 
respective county. Our Senate has recog-
nized the poor funding at the state level. 
Senate Resolution 42-2007 recognized 
that “[a]ttorneys who represent indigent 
criminal defendants are unable to reason-
ably and effectively use investigators, 

social workers and expert witnesses due to 
inadequate funding.” This resolution es-
tablished a task force to study the current 
system of providing services to indigent 
defendants in Pennsylvania, yet there has 
been no recommendation as of the time 
of this writing.

The recognition of this deficient system 
is long overdue because we must have 
lawyers representing indigent defendants, 
just like everyone else, with competency, 
diligence and zeal. Our leaders at both 
the state and local levels need to ensure 
competent, diligent and zealous repre-

sentation of indigent defendants through 
adequate funding of the court-appointed 
counsel system. Without such adequate 
funding, we cannot count on the judicia-
ry in the criminal justice system to deliver 
fair and reasonably accurate results, and 
we will have failed to restore a gaping hole 
in the effective assistance of counsel and 
the legitimacy of standards of ethics for 
indigent representation. 

I hope this suit will bring us back on 
track.

Sincerely, 
Brad V. Shuttleworth, Esq.

pensate an attorney for their first half day 
(three hours) of trial and instead includes 
it in the preparation fee; and, one which 
does not compensate an attorney for 
preparing the case if the matter goes to a 
guilty plea after preliminary hearing and 
arraignment but before trial.  

The guaranteed fee for a court-ap-
pointed attorney for a felony non-homi-
cide case who visits jail when the client 
is in custody, represents the client at the 
preliminary hearing and arraignment, 
drafts and files an omnibus pretrial 
motion and motion to quash, attends 
the motion hearing, pretrial conference, 
scheduling conference, conducts an 

investigation, locates and interviews wit-
nesses and appears for the first half day of 
trial is $650. The per diem is a mere $350 
for a full day and $150 per half day. For 
a six-hour trial day, it comes to a paltry 
$58 per hour just for in-court time. It 
does not include time spent researching 
legal issues, contacting and subpoenaing 
witnesses and preparation of points for 
charge.

The perception of the commitment, 
competency and value of the court-ap-
pointed attorney must be changed, and in 
short order. There are many hard-work-
ing attorneys who dedicate their precious 
time and resources to the representation 
of indigent persons in Philadelphia. It is 
about time that their value is recognized.

Sincerely,
Leanne Litwin

The suit charges the current court 
appointed system in Philadelphia is en-
joined and is found to be in violation of 
the Fifth, Sixth and Fourteenth Amend-
ments of the United States Constitution 
in that it fails to provide adequate funding 
and adequate compensation rates and 
timely compensation for court-appointed 
counsel and their experts and others.

“This is really serious,” Stretton told the 
Philadelphia Daily News. “In a democratic 
society, you have to provide fair trials, and 
you have to fund it. Otherwise, I think 
they have to stop trying indigent defen-
dants.”

In the suit, Stretton said that fees paid 

to court-appointed lawyers are just 10 to 
15 percent of what private attorneys are 
paid. These rates are believed to be among 
the lowest in the nation. Being paid so 
little means that lawyers for these clients 
can’t afford to pay for investigators and 
other necessities needed for their defense.

In the suit, Stretton said court-ap-
pointed lawyers receive $2,000 to prepare 
a defense, plus $400 a day in court for 
homicide cases.

Felony cases pay a start-up fee of $650, 
plus $350 a day in court. Misdemeanor 
cases pay $350. In juvenile court, lawyers 
are paid $400 to represent clients charged 
with felonies and $300 in misdemeanor 
cases. The suit also charges the fees are not 
paid until well after the criminal trials are 
over and don’t compensate for overhead 
costs.

Lawsuit
continued from page 9
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sistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer, 
shall be signed by at least 35 Members 
who are entitled to vote; and for candi-
dates for Vice-Chancellor, shall be signed 
by at least 100 Members who are entitled 
to vote; and,

(B) Submitting a written authorization, 
in a form to be provided by the Elections 
Committee, for the Disciplinary Board 
to release any record of discipline on such 
person; and, 

(C) Submitting such biographical 
information as the Elections Committee 
may reasonably request.

Section 403. Election Forums.
(A) No later than 90 days prior to the 

Annual Meeting, the Elections Commit-
tee shall schedule one or more ‘Election 
Forums’ to allow each candidate for 
office to make an oral presentation.  The 
forums shall take place within 60 days of 
the Annual Meeting, after the period for 
submission of nominating petitions has 
closed.

(B) The Elections Committee shall set 

and publish guidelines and procedures for 
the forums and for the wide dissemina-
tion to the Members of the candidates’ 
qualifications and forum presentations. 

(C) The Chair of the Elections Com-
mittee or designee will preside over the 
forum(s), which shall be open to the 
Members.

Section 404. Final Candidates.
The Secretary shall have Published at 

least 20 days before each Annual Meeting 
a list of the candidates to be voted upon 
at such meeting in alphabetical order. In 
addition, the Secretary shall cause a list of 
the candidates to be Published one time 
within seven days prior to the Annual 
Meeting. 

Section 406. Voting.
(A) If there is a contest for any office to 

be filled, reasonable opportunity shall be 
given for the reception of votes.

(B) The election shall be by 
(1) secret mailed ballot and 
(2) paper ballot or voting machine. 
In addition, Members may vote elec-

tronically over the Internet to the extent 
permitted by law pursuant to procedures 
established by the Board to preserve the 
confidentiality of the Member's vote and 

the integrity of the voting process. Voting 
machines, if available, shall be preferred 
for in-person voting, unless there is an 
election at which there is no contest. The 
position of the nominee on the ballot 
shall be determined by lot. The drawing 
of lots shall be conducted by the Judge 
of Elections not less than 25 days before 
the Annual Meeting in the presence of 
the nominees and/or their representatives. 
The form of the ballot shall be prescribed 
by the Board. A ballot shall be sent by the 
Association by mail to every Association 
member eligible to vote at least two weeks 
prior to the date set for the Annual Meet-
ing. A mailed ballot shall not be counted 
unless it has been received at the office 
of the Association no later than 10:00 
a.m. three business days prior to the date 
set for the Annual Meeting and in such 
manner as to preserve the confidential-
ity of the Member's vote. The Judge of 
Elections shall announce the results of the 
election after the polls have closed.

(C) If any position to be filled in an 
election is uncontested after the close of 
nominations, the name of the candidate 
shall not appear on the ballot and the 
Secretary shall cast a unanimous ballot in 

favor of such nominee.
(D) The polls shall be open for voting 

on the day of the Annual Meeting at such 
times and places as shall be determined by 
the Chancellor in consultation with the 
Board.

Section 407. Appointment of Election 
Officials; Report.

If there is more than one nominee for 
any office, the Chancellor shall appoint 
from among the Members, with the 
consent of the Board, a Judge of Elections 
and at least two tellers. The Judge of Elec-
tions shall have the power to resolve any 
dispute regarding the validity of any vote 
cast, and the Judge’s decision shall be final 
and binding on all parties. The report of 
the Judge and tellers as to the results of 
the election shall be made to the Chancel-
lor, who shall forthwith cause the names 
of those elected to be Published.

Section 408. Voting Qualifications.
If a Member is delinquent in the pay-

ment of dues, including those of the then 
current year, such Member shall not be 
entitled to vote at the Annual Election. A 
Member who cures such delinquency at 
any time prior to voting shall be eligible 
to vote.

Bylaw Amendment
continued from page 16

city council reception

Chancellor A. Michael Pratt (left) meets with Councilwoman Marian H. 
Tasco at a reception for City Council on March 27 at The Ritz-Carlton. 
Councilman Frank Rizzo Jr. (below) is joined by former Board of Gover-
nors Chair Deborah Weinstein and Board Secretary Kathleen D. Wilkinson. 
Other council members in attendance included President Anna C. Verna, 
Bill Green, James F. Kenney and Blondell Reynolds Brown.
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Mayor Michael Nutter will be the 
keynote speaker at Community Legal 
Services’ annual Breakfast of Champions 
on Tuesday, May 20 at the Doubletree 
Hotel, 237 S. Broad St. The program 
begins at 7:30 a.m.

CLS will present its annual awards 
at the event. Wendell Pritchett, director 
of the Office of Research, Planning and 
Policy for the City of Philadelphia and Irv 
Ackelsberg of Langer, Grogan & Diver 
P.C., will receive the Champion of Justice 
Award.

The Equal Justice Award will be 
presented to Ethan Fogel and the Dechert 
LLP Landlord/Tenant Pro Bono Team; 
and Priscilla Hamilton Munroe, a 
paralegal in the Family Advocacy Unit of 
Community Legal Services.

CLS thanks The Philadelphia Trial 
Lawyers Association for its generous 
sponsorship of this event.  The Breakfast 
of Champions launches Community 
Legal Services’ annual Bar Campaign. The 
2008 Leadership Council includes 
co-chairs Joseph A. Tate and Gerald A. 
McHugh Jr. and Michael J. Boni, Edward 
F. Chacker, Andrew A. Chirls, Joseph J. 
Costello, Alan M. Feldman, Lawrence 
J. Fox, Nancy J. Gellman, William T. 
Hangley, Marilyn Heffley, Alexander 

Kerr, Roberta D. Liebenberg, Leslie Anne 
Miller, Barbara T. Sicalides, Joseph A. 
Sullivan, Dennis R. Suplee, Christopher 
Walters and Joanne Zack.

Created by the Philadelphia Bar Asso-
ciation in 1966, CLS is widely recognized 
as one of the most sophisticated, respect-
ed legal services programs in the nation. 
It also is one of the largest and most expe-
rienced. In the past year alone, CLS has 
helped more than 17,000 Philadelphians, 
fighting consumer fraud and preda-
tory lending, preventing homelessness, 
ensuring fair treatment in the workplace, 
and protecting women, children and the 
elderly. Since inception, CLS has served 
well over a million individuals at what is 
often the most critical time of their lives.

Community Legal Services houses 
nine different legal units, each proficient 
in a different area of law: Community 
Economic Development, including the 
Childcare Law Project; Consumer Law; 
Elderly Law; Employment; Energy; 
Family Advocacy; Housing; Language 
Access; and Public Benefits, including the 
Advocating on Behalf of Children project.

Please contact Anna Perng at (215) 
981-3732 or e-mail aperng@clsphila.org 
to reserve your place for the 2008 Break-
ast of Champions.

CLS Annual Breakfast
of Champions May 20
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Thomas A. Decker, president and CEO, 
Cozen O’Connor; Patrick Dunican, chair 
and managing director, Gibbons P.C.; 
Nina Gussak, chair, Pepper Hamilton 
LLP; and John J. Soroko, chair and CEO, 
Duane Morris LLP.

Roberta Liebenberg will moderate the 
next CLE program that will feature cor-
porate counsel on best practices for reten-

tion and promotion of women lawyers.
Panelists will include Kamil Ali-Jackson, 
general counsel, Ception Therapeutics; 
Teresa Ciccotelli, divisional counsel, Saint 
Gobain Corp.; Wanda Flowers, chief 
counsel, Sunoco, Inc.; and Lorraine Koc, 
general counsel, Deb Shops.

Registration begins at 11 a.m. All 
attendees are invited to a cocktail recep-
tion following the program. For more 
information or to register, visit pbi.org, or 
call PBI at (800) 932-4637.  

Don't let taxsavings
pass you by.

Everyone saves money with TransitChek. Employees get vouchers pre-tax for public transit or vanpooling, and
your company gets a tax break. And the new TransitChek Select offers online administration and orders, and
mailing of vouchers straight to employees—easier than ever.

Visit GetTransitChek.org or call 1-800-355-5000 to get on board.

TransitChek can load directly onto PATCO’s FREEDOM Cards!

Getting to work can be a lot less taxing.

Delaware Valley

SEPTA/DART First State/NJ TRANSIT
PATCO/VPSI Commuter Vanpools/AMTRAK Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission

state champions

Mayor Michael Nutter congratulates members of the Overbrook High 
School Mock Trial team after they won the state championship at an April 
9 reception at the offices of Reed Smith LLP. The team will compete in the 
national tournament in Wilmington, Del. in May. Also on hand to congratu-
late the team was Chancellor-Elect Sayde J. Ladov (left).

Summit
continued from page 14

700 Runners, Walkers
Expected for 5K May 18
More than 700 runners and walk-
ers will make their way along Martin 
Luther King Drive on Sunday, May 18 
at 8:30 a.m. for the Association’s 29th 
Annual 5K Run/Walk. 

The event will include both a 5-kilo-
meter (3.1 miles) run and a 5-kilometer 
walk, both of which can be entered by in-
dividuals. Legal and company teams can 
enter the team competition in the run. 
For Association members who sign up as 
members of the Bar, your finishing time 
will be recorded in both the open compe-
tition and the Bar competition. This will 
allow you the chance to win a medal in 
your age group in both competitions. 
The event will benefit the Support Center 
for Child Advocates.

The Association is being joined by 
FirstTrust; Wawa; Iron Mountain; 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC; The 
Legal Intelligencer; USI Colburn Insur-
ance Service; Veritext L.L.C.; Special 
Counsel; and Document Technologies, 

Inc. as sponsors.
Legal sponsors include the law firms 

of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, 
L.L.P.; Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss, Cohan, 
Feldman & Smalley, P.C.; Caesar, Rivise, 
Bernstein, Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd.; 
Cozen O’Connor; DLA Piper; Drinker 
Biddle & Reath LLP; Fox Rothschild 
LLP; Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, 
Coleman & Goggin; Morgan, Lewis & 
Bockius LLP; Neil A. Morris Associates, 
P.C.; Pepper Hamilton LLP; RatnerPres-
tia; Raynes McCarty; Sandals & Associ-
ates, P.C.; Schander Harrison Segal & 
Lewis LLP; Semanoff Ormsby Greenberg 
& Torchia, LLC; WolfBlock; Woodcock 
Washburn LLP and Zarwin, Baum, De-
vito, Kaplan, Schaer & Toddy, P.C.

In addition to the legal sponsors, 
the law firms of Bennett, Bricklin & 
Saulsburg; Flaster/Greenberg P.C.; and 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP 
have contributed to the 5K Run/Walk as 
legal supporters.

WebCheck
To register for the 2008 5K Run/
Walk, visit active.com and search for 
Philadelphia Bar Association.
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Frontline
continued from page 3

n By Shayla Alexander

For many years, Philadelphia’s 
Juvenile Law Center has worked at 
the forefront of the movement for 
change. Its efforts to address the wel-
fare and needs of vulnerable children 
has for several years been recognized 
nationally. On April 10, this recogni-
tion expanded internationally when 
the JLC received the prestigious 
international John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation Award for 
Creative and Effective Institutions.

“We are thrilled and incredibly 
honored to receive this recognition 
from the MacArthur Foundation. We 
view this as a great opportunity to 
expand the reach of our work on be-
half our most vulnerable children, to 
better serve both the children here in 
our local community and across the 
country,” said Marsha Levick, Legal 
Director of the JLC. Along with this 
honor came a $500,000 grant.

“This award will allow us to 
strengthen our national policy work, 
create a more effective strategic com-
munications plan and extend the 
reach of our work to protect children 
now and into the future,” said Robert 
Schwartz, executive director and co-
founder of the Juvenile Law Center.    

One of the nation’s oldest and most 
respected public interest law firms, 

the JLC has become an excellent 
model for child advocacy groups 
across the nation. The JLC ensures 
that public systems, meant to help 
vulnerable children and youth, do just 
that. They use the law to make sure 
these systems provide children and 
youth with the education, housing, 
physical and behavioral healthcare 
and employment opportunities that 
they need to become productive 
adults. Their highly creative, effective 
and fair solutions have national child 
and legal advocacy groups actively 

seeking the JLC’s expertise.
On June 12, an award ceremony 

will be held at the MacArthur Foun-
dation headquarters in Chicago to 
honor the JLC and the seven other 
Award recipients. This year there were 
approximately 1,000 organizations el-
igible for the MacArthur Foundation 
Award. Nominations for the Award 
are never sought, rather organizations 
must qualify by being a non-profit 
organization that exemplifies highly 
creative and effective solutions to 
challenging problems in their field.

direct and in-kind support annually to legal services 
agencies, and area residents who need, but cannot 
afford, legal help.

In the past five years, the 200 largest law firms in 
the nation logged a 36 percent increase in pro bono 
hours, according to The American Lawyer. More than 
34,000 lawyers in those firms are now contributing at 
least 20 pro bono hours, up from more than 24,000.  

In Philadelphia, our Raising the Bar Campaign 
has collected more than $1.5 million for area legal 
services organizations since its inception. Could we 
do better? Yes. So this year, we are asking firms for a 
three-year commitment to increase their total legal 
services giving by at least 10 percent in each of those 
three years, and our firms are responding to the 
call. This Raising the Bar Higher Campaign is the 
embodiment of the Philadelphia legal community’s 
commitment to promoting equal access to justice.

And while we are working harder to maintain 
thriving practices, we are increasingly conscious of 
not just meeting, but exceeding our clients’ expecta-
tions about bettering the world around us. Today’s 
Philadelphia lawyers are helping to lead the push for 
green and the focus on sustainability across the Dela-
ware Valley, as big and small businesses, municipali-
ties, universities, and school districts are embracing 
environmental consciousness.

In every sense of the word, Philadelphia lawyers 
are serving their clients and community more than 
at any other time in their history.  Our sense of social 
responsibility and community purpose has never 
been stronger.

And so, let’s call it as it really is. Today’s Philadel-
phia lawyers don’t just fit the mold. They shatter it.   

A. Michael Pratt, a partner at Pepper Hamilton LLP, is 
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. His e-mail 
address is chancellor@philabar.org.

For more than 22 years, Ned Hark has become 
acustomed to having The Legal Directory within reach. 
Whatever he needs – contact information for a colleague, 
po-tential expert witnesses, the phone number of a gov-
ernment agency – is right at his fingertips in one easy-to-
use resource.

“It sits right on my credenza, so I can turn around and 
look up a number quickly. I can find whatever I’m looking 
for. I use the government section to get phone numbers 
for courts, since I practice in all southeastern Pennsylvania 
counties,” says Hark, who concentrates in family law. 

The Legal Directory 2008, an official publication of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association, is now available. This 
year’s edition includes hundreds of new attorney listings, 
contact information for newly elected Philadelphia-area 
government officials and updated court and fee schedules. 
It’s easily the most comprehensive volume ever produced 
– how can you afford not to have your own copy?

If you’ve already ordered The Legal Directory 2008, 
it will soon arrive; if not, place your order now for this 
essential resource – and receive free access to The Legal 
Directory Online.

The Legal Directory 2008 includes more than 18,000 

attorney entries and nearly 1,700 law firm listings in 
Philadelphia and the surrounding Pennsylvania counties, 
southern New Jersey and northern Delaware. Order now 
so you’ll have all the most current information on the legal 
community at your fingertips. 

This indispensable resource also includes the informa-
tion you’ve come to rely upon – Bar Association bylaws, 
contacts and committees; information on federal, state 
and county courts, and government agencies; a section 
devoted to law-related organizations, organizations and 
non-profits serving Greater Philadelphia; the judges’ index; 
corporate counsel listings; and a special business-to-busi-
ness section tailored to the legal community. 

Each copy of The Legal Directory 2008 also comes with 
a free subscription to The Legal Directory Online! Online 
listings for both attorneys and law firms are updated 
year-round, making this resource a valuable complement 
to your printed Directory. The Legal Directory Online 
features links to court rules, area bar associations and 
more. All are only a mouse-click away. Don’t be confused 
by imitators – this is the only official publication of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association. Order your copy of The 
Legal Directory 2008, by visiting thelegaldirectory.org.

Legal Directory 2008 Now Available
funerals. When meeting with a disgruntled client, one 
should wear earth tones and neutral colors and never 
red, a color that stimulates brain activity. When attend-
ing a meeting to discuss money, Canuso recommended 
charcoal gray. She said a single suit can be made to 
serve many purposes simply by changing the acces-
sories.

Beyond clothing, Canuso addressed a confident im-
age as conveyed through good posture, a firm hand-
shake, and general body language. Confidence may 
also come from being prepared in advance and setting 
out an outfit the night before, as opposed to rushing to 
find the perfect outfit while getting dressed.  Canuso 
also noted that attention should be paid to other details 
that others are likely to notice, such as scuffed shoes, 
worn-down heels, distracting nail polish colors, and 
poor grooming of nails, eyebrows and hair. Canuso also 
advised those in attendance to invest in a good watch 
and a nice pen.

Heather J. Holloway, an associate with Thorp Reed & 
Armstrong, LLP, is an associate editor of the Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter.

Image
continued from page 14

Marsha Levick, legal director and co-founder of the Juvenile Law Center, 
and Robert Schwartz, executive director and co-founder of the Juvenile 
Law Center, have been working together for more than 30 years.
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Juvenile Law Center Recognized
with $500,000 MacArthur Grant
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regulations would expand the definition 
of lobbying to include merely monitoring 
legislative action or administrative action, 
without any requirement that there be 
some effort to influence that legislative ac-
tion or administrative action.

“Thus, a banking lawyer who follows 
proposed changes in Banking Depart-

ment regulations on behalf of a client 
would have to register as a lobbyist. In 
addition, the lawyer’s client would be 
required to register as a ‘principal’ and 
would be required to report amounts paid 
to the lawyer to monitor the regulation 
changes.”

Beaser said the legislation would put 
a strain on public interest groups that 
monitor legislation to help the people 
they represent. “Each affected nonprofit 
will have to take significant amounts of 

money away from their mission to com-
ply with these regulations,” he said.

“This is something the Bar Association 
is doing to protect members from the 
overreach of government. We expressed 
orally at the hearing, and in our 18 pages 
of written comments, our very serious 
concerns with the proposed regulations. 
Our testimony was well received at the 
public hearing by the members of the 
Committee,” said Beaser, who served as 
Chancellor in 1994.

 “I’m cautiously optimistic that the 
regulations committee will respond in a 
positive manner,” he  said.

“This is one of the things that we do 
for members. We can have an impact and 
we can make a difference to the lawyers in 
Philadelphia,” he said.

Crisci told members of the Legislative 
Liaison Committee April 10 that it would 
be several more months before the Lob-
byist Disclosure Regulations Committee 
took any action.

Lobbying
continued from page 1

yld annual meeting

Gov. Edward G. Rendell jokes with Young Lawyers Division Chair Scott P. Sigman at 
the YLD’s Annual Meeting on March 25 at g. Gov. Rendell was the keynote speaker 
for the event, which drew more than 200 people.

Former YLD Chair Alan Nochumson presents the F. Sean Peretta Ser-
vice Award to Maria Feeley of Pepper Hamilton, LLP. Feeley serves as 
co-chair of the Women in the Profession Committee. 

Benjamin R. Barnett (at left in left photo), a partner at Dechert LLP, accepts the YLD Vision Award 
on behalf of his firm. DaQuana Carter (above, from left) is joined by former YLD Chair Molly Peck-
man and Alyson Oswald. Carter was presented with the Craig M. Perry Community Service Award.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, May 1
Health Care Law Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $8.50.
Civil Rights Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, May 2
LGBT Rights Committee: meeting, 8:30 
a.m., 11th floor Committee Room. 
Lawyer for a Day: 8:30 a.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center.

Monday, May 5
Family Law Section: meeting, 12 p.m., 
11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: 
$7.50.
Bankruptcy Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: 
$8.50.

Tuesday, May 6
Law Practice Management Division:  
meeting, 8 a.m., 11th floor Conference 
Center.
Delivery of Legal Services Committee: 
meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board 
Room.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities: meeting, 12 p.m., 
11th floor Committee Room South. 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board of 
Trustees: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.

Wednesday, May 7
Rules and Procedure Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.
Intellectual Property Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee 

Room South. Lunch: $7.50.
Thursday, May 8
Legislative Liaison Committee: meeting, 
12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, May 9
The Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Edi-
torial Board: meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th 
floor Board Room.

Monday, May 12
Business Law Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Committee Room South.
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.
Nominating Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, May 13
Professional Responsibility Commit-
tee: meeting, 8 a.m., 10th floor Board 
Room.
Criminal Justice Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room. 
Solo and Small Firm Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference 
Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Wednesday, May 14
Appellate Courts Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, May 15
Law Practice Management Division 
Technology Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.
Family Law Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 

Committee Room South.
City Policy Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: 
$7.50.

Friday, May 16
Social Security Disability Benefits Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Monday, May 19
Public Interest Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.
Young Lawyers Division Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center.

Tuesday, May 20
Section Chairs: meeting, 10th floor 
Board Room, 8:30 a.m.
Cabinet: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.
Compulsory Arbitration Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Commit-
tee Room South. Lunch: $7.50.
Employee Benefits Committee: meeting, 
12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Cen-
ter. Lunch: $7.50.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Chil-
dren: meeting, 3:30 p.m., 11th floor 
Committee Room South.

Wednesday, May 21
Federal Courts Committee: meeting, 
12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.
LegalLine: 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS 
offices.

Committee to Promote Fairness: meet-
ing, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Thursday, May 22
Disaster Planning Committee: meeting, 
8 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Monday, May 26
Memorial Day: Bar Association offices 
closed.

Tuesday, May 27
Criminal Justice Section: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.
Women in the Profession Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board 
Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Wednesday, May 28
Medical Legal Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, May 29
Minorities in the Profession Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Confer-
ence Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Lawyer Referral and Information Service 
Committee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th 
floor Committee Room South.
Elder Law Committee: meeting, 1 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Board of Governors: meeting, 4 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room.

Friday, May 30
Women’s Rights Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $7.50.

Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled 
event may be subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Register online for most events at philadelphiabar.org. Unless otherwise specified, all checks 
for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association and 
mailed to Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Send 
Bar Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955. 
Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

itself by a nickname of coffee, let us say 
“Morning Moe” Larry and Curly are 
safely ensconced beside the moderator. 
This program boasts not only a former 
member of Congress, but the impressive 
name of the child of a failed national 
security advisor and a reporter who pro-
vides facts we did not want or need to 
know. This would be funny were it not 
for the fact that the news itself is generally 
comprised of information that is some-
times unattributed, repeated error or the 
ranting of idiots – some of whom are still 
serving in Congress.

Other morning programs are of the 

“call-in” variety. This is a more admi-
rable form of entertainment because the 
masters of ceremonies are required to 
keep a straight face when the morons call 
them. It’s magic when the elderly call in 
to complain that an Obama supporter 
is walking on their lawn, or the turkey 
farmer who thinks Monica and Hillary 
have conspired to sap our precious bodily 
fluids. Watching the moderator keep a 
stiff upper lip is like watching an Olym-
pic weightlifter press a ton.

By far the most disordered member of 
the loudmouth majority is the broad-
caster who shouts at the top of his lungs, 
either due to unrefined upbringing or 
deafness. Here is someone who can im-
press the body of listeners by simple lung 
power. One wretched female, a blonde, 

shines a beacon on her conservative ideol-
ogy by never letting anyone say anything 
in response to her. She is an author of 
considerable repute, her books appearing 
regularly. The fact of her continued fame 
supports the notion that political hacks of 
any stripe can endure if they only shout 
loud. The laughing head on The New York 
Times Magazine cover, who also boasts a 
connection with congressmen, can mus-
ter considerable vocal array to overpower 
any and all. This, in the age of digital 
sound, is what Americans understand.

All of this became noticeable during 
the election of 2000, when the giants 
were largely out of the picture on 
networks. There was a newsman with a 
magic marker showing the public how 
George Bush could win the election if 

he could only carry enough states to give 
him a certain number of electors. The re-
porter stood there with a board on which 
he would write various combinations of 
all of the columns of numbers added up 
to the same result. Not a why or where-
fore in the entire discussion. Just a list of 
numbers to be added, as a fourth-grader 
would add them, to show a grand total 
needed to be president.

This is why kids take their news from 
“Saturday Night Live” or “The Daily 
Show.” They are not ill served by watch-
ing professional clowns.

Marc W. Reuben, an advisory editor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Reporter, has been writing 
about the arts and media since 1973.

Arts & Media
continued from page 19
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Danielle Banks, a 
partner with Stradley 
Ronon Stevens & 
Young, LLP, served 
as a panelist for the 
Pennsylvania Bar 
Association Com-
mission on Women 

in the Profession’s Philadelphia Mid-Year 
Event.

Michael F. Bar-
rett, managing 
shareholder of Saltz, 
Mongeluzzi, Barrett 
& Bendesky, PC, 
has been inducted 
as a Fellow of the 
American College of 

Trial Lawyers.

David J. Wolfsohn, a 
partner with Wood-
cock Washburn LLP, 
will be a panelist at 
the American Bar 
Association’s 10th 
Annual Section of 
Dispute Resolution 

Spring Conference on April 5 in Seattle.

D. Alexander Barnes, 
a partner with Ober-
mayer Rebmann 
Maxwell & Hippel 
LLP, was recently ap-
pointed to the Upper 
Main Line YMCA 
Branch Board of 

Directors.

H. Ronald Klasko, the founding partner 
of Klasko, Rulon, Stock & Seltzer LLP, 
recently addressed immigration lawyers 
from Florida on the advantages of using 
the EB-5 Regional Center Investment 
Program to assist their foreign clients 
wishing to invest in the United States 
and get a visa. His speech was part of a 
program organized by the Philadelphia 
Regional Center. He also addressed 
attendees at the Annual Washington 
International Education Conference on 
the immigration challenges universities 
face in attracting foreign students.

Helen E. Casale, a shareholder at Hangley 
Aronchick Segal & Pudlin, spoke at the 
New Jersey ICLE “Estate Planning for 
Non-Traditional Families:  Or, How 
You Can Obtain All the Advantages of 
Marriage Without Getting Married” on 
March 25. 

Sharon N. Humble, 
managing partner of 
Linebarger Goggan 
Blair & Sampson, 
LLP, was honored 
by Philadelphia City 
Councilwoman-
at-Large Blondell 

Reynolds Brown as a 2008 award recipi-
ent during the 10th Anniversary Women 
Making A Difference Celebration on 
March 28.

Marc S. Raspanti, Michael A. Morse 
and Kevin E. Raphael, partners with 
Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick & 
Raspanti, LLP, spoke at the Pennsylvania 
Bar Institute’s 14th Annual Health Law 
Institute on March 11.

Michael D. Homans, 
a shareholder with 
Flaster/Greenberg, 
spoke on the chal-
lenges employers 
face with regard to 
religious expression 
in the workplace at 

the American Bar Association’s Section 
of Labor and Employment Law Employ-
ment Rights and Responsibilities Com-
mittee Midwinter Meeting on April 2 in 
Dana Point, Calif.

Albert Momjian, a partner with Schnader 
Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, has been 
elected to serve as Vice President of the 
Philadelphia Consular Corps Association.  
Momjian has served as the Honorary 
Consul for the Philadelphia region for the 
Consulate of Haiti since 1978. 
 

Gina F. Rubel, 
president and CEO 
of Furia Rubel Com-
munications, Inc., 
has been named one 
of the 2008 Best 50 
Women in Busi-
ness Award by Gov. 

Edward G. Rendell.

Vincent Capone, a 
partner with Reed 
Smith, LLP, dis-
cussed Hong Kong’s 
legal system at a 
seminar sponsored 
by the World Trade 
Center of Greater 

Philadelphia “Hong Kong: A Fulcrum for 
Business Success in Asia” on March 25 in 
Mount Laurel, N.J.

Wendy Beetlestone, 
a shareholder at 
Hangley Aronchick 
Segal & Pudlin, 
co-presented “Mar-
keting, Business 
Development and 
the Rest of Your Life 

as a Lawyer” on March 17 at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Law School. 

Richard J. Hoff and Robert M. Washburn 
of Flaster/Greenberg participated in the 
Atlantic Builders Convention in Atlantic 
City, N.J. on April 16 – 18.

Robert Shulman, an associate with Cozen 
O’Connor, has been appointed to the 
board of directors of Jeanne Ruddy 
Dance  in Center City.

Robert C. Clothier, a partner with Fox 
Rothschild LLP, was a speaker at the 
seminar “What You Need to Know 
About Public Records and Open Meet-
ings in Pennsylvania” on April 17.

Catherine M. McFadden, a partner with 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, 
has become a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.

Adam C. Bonin, a member of Cozen 
O’Connor, authored a chapter in the 
recently released third edition of Political 
Activity, Lobbying Laws and Gift Rules 
Guide, published by Thompson-West. 
Bonin’s chapter is titled “Campaign 
Finance Law and the Internet.”

Steven Roy Goodman had his first book 
published. College Admissions Together: 
It Takes a Family (Capital Books, 2007) 
helps parents navigate strategic and psy-
chological aspects of the college search.

Michael S. Harrington, a partner with Fox 
Rothschild LLP, spoke at the Emerging 
Technologies for the Enterprise Confer-
ence on March 26-27 at Drexel Univer-
sity.

Christopher Scott 
D’Angelo, a partner 
with Montgomery, 
McCracken, Walker 
& Rhoads, LLP, 
was a speaker at the 
Claims Administra-
tors Conference in 

San Francisco on Feb. 21-22. 

Elizabeth K. Ainslie, a partner with 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, 
was a speaker at the 10th Annual Sedona 
Conference on Complex Litigation: 
Health Law and Medical Products Litiga-
tion – Common Ground on April 17-18 
in Sedona, Ariz.

Sunah Park, a part-
ner withThorp Reed 
& Armstrong, LLP 
and editor-in-chief 
of the Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter, has 
been selected as one 
of the 2008 “40 

Under 40” by the Philadelphia Business 
Journal and will be recognized at the 40 
Under 40 awards celebration dinner on 
May 22.

Stephen A. Madva, 
a partner and chair 
of Montgomery, 
McCracken, Walker 
& Rhoads, LLP, will 
receive the 2008 Po-
lice Athletic League 
Award on May 12.

Megan J. Duryea, an associate with Fox 
Rothschild LLP,  was a presenter at the 
National Business Institute’s “LLC Trends 
and Developments” conference on Feb. 
21.

Paul A. Czech of The Law Offices of 
Paul A. Czech, PC has been sworn in as 
a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Boys and Girls Club of Rensselaer 
County, N.Y.

Marc P. Weingarten, a partner in the 
Locks Law Firm, made a presentation 
at the Advanced Asbestos Litigation 
Conference sponsored by the Association 
of Personal Injury Lawyers in London on 
Feb. 21.

Lee Applebaum and Michael S. Saltzman, 
partners at Fineman, Krekstein & Harris, 
were panelists at a National Business 
Institute insurance coverage seminar on 
Feb. 18 where they specifically addressed 
insurance bad-faith litigation.

Lynda L. Calderone, a shareholder with 
Flaster/Greenberg, made a presentation 
at the 24th annual Joint Patent Practice 
Continuing Legal Education seminar on 
April 30 in New York City.

People

nNAMES ARE NEWS
“People” highlights news of members’ 
awards, honors or appointments of a 
community or civic nature. Information 
may be sent to Jeff Lyons, Senior Manag-
ing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market 
St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955. 
Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: reporter@
philabar.org.  Color photos are also 
welcome.
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Every 2008 Legal Directory Comes With  
A FREE ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION!

TO ORDER >>
Go to www.thelegaldirectory.org or contact us  
at 443-909-7843 or legaldirectory@mediatwo.com  
to have an order form faxed to you.

AS ALWAYS >> 
Both printed and online editions of The Legal Directory contain  
comprehensive, up-to-date listings of area law firms and attorneys.

AGAIN FOR 2008! >>  
The online version includes all of the indispensable resources found in  
the printed directory – links to the Philadelphia Bar Association, its  
officers and committees; contacts for state, federal and local government  
agencies; listings of law-related associations, organizations and law  
schools; and an index of area judges.

PLUS >>  
The Legal Directory Online includes other valuable features – local court  
rules, links to area bar associations and other content of interest to  
the legal community.

The Legal Directory  
c/o Media Two

1014 West 36th Street 
Baltimore, MD 21211

IT’S ALL  
AVAILABLE,  

both the printed book and  
expanded online resource, for one price –  

$77.95 
plus shipping and tax. 

Used by more than  

25,OOO
  

Lawyers, Legal Support Staff,  

Government and Court  

Officials.

The Legal Directory 2008 plus The Legal Directory Online  
are together again at one low price! Every hard-copy edition comes with  

a complimentary online subscription. 

It’s  
 HERE!
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Polished stainless steel 39 mm case. 
Self-winding mechanical movement, 
Cartier calibre 049 (21 jewels, 28,800 
vibrations per hour). Water-resistant 
to 100 meters. Scratchproof sapphire 
crystal. Featuring a Cartier patented 
interchangeable bracelet system with 

titanium inserts for quick change 
from bracelet to strap.
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