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Bar Association Members Participate in  
Community Clean-up 

n  By Caren Teague

On Saturday, October 16, the Probate and Trust Law 
Section and the Wellness Committee, in partnership 
with the Philadelphia Register of Wills, organized 
a community clean-up day in the neighborhood 
surrounding McCreesh Playground and Skatepark in 
Southwest Philadelphia.  

The idea for the event came during a wellness 
walk that Register of Wills Tracey Gordon took with 
Maureen Farrell, co-chair of the Wellness Committee, 
after the two discussed the importance of Philadelphia’s 
legal sector taking part in efforts to engage and enhance 
the state of the community.  

At the start of the event, a large number of the 
volunteers gathered in a circle with Gordon, Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas Judge Sheila Woods-Skipper, 
and volunteers from all over the city and surrounding 
areas, to discuss the origins of the newly renovated 
park, and the importance it serves in the community. 
Gordon noted that a number of state and city officials 
partnered to make the playground a fun, beautiful and 
safe addition to the neighborhood.  

In a richly diverse neighborhood such as this one, 
getting rid of litter, and engaging community members 
in this process makes a huge difference. With the 
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Dear Colleagues,
It would be an honor to serve as your Vice Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. My commitment to the legal 
profession and passion for public service are at the core of my desire to serve you and I humbly ask for your support.  
To learn more about my contributions to the Philadelphia community and what my supporters are saying, please see below 
and visit cozen.com/KathyJaffariForViceChancellor. 

Committed to supporting your 
professional growth, practice 
development, and the pursuit 
of a career you want.

Committed to access to 
justice, fairness under the 
law, and defending the rule 
of law and the judiciary.

Committed to diversity, 
equity, inclusion, and 
justice throughout the 
legal profession.

Committed to pro bono 
services through the 
respected Philadelphia legal 
services organizations.

Committed to promoting health 
and well‑being of lawyers 
and supporting your needs as 
parents and caretakers.

 

KATAYUN I. JAFFARI FOR VICE CHANCELLOR 
OF THE PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION

PROVEN LEADER AND ADVOCATE
Experience | Vision | Passion | Service

 
Katayun Jaffari | kjaffari@cozen.com | Remember to renew your membership or join the Philadelphia Bar Association at philadelphiabar.org

PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP,  
SERVICE, & HONORS
Prior Roles and Awards
• Chair, Vice Chair, and Member of the Board of Governors
• Budget Task Force and Finance Committee and Bylaws Committee of the 

Board of Governors
•  Chair, Vice Chair, Communications Officer of the Business Law Section and 

Chair of Small Business and Vice Chair, Securities Regulation Committees
• Committee of the Year Award, Business Law Section 
• Chair of the Year Award, Business Law Section
Current Role
• Co‑Chair of the Women’s Rights Committee

NONPROFIT BOARD LEADERSHIP & SERVICE
• Committee of Seventy (Executive Committee and Board Member)
• DirectWomen (Special Corporate Counsel)
• Forum of Executive Women (Board Member, Governance Committee  

Chair, Chair and Creator of the Conversations in the Boardroom Series)
• InterAct Theater Company (Board Chair, Vice President, Secretary)
• Maternity Care Coalition (Board Member, Governance and Nominating 

Committee Member; Chair, Corporate Advisory Committee)
• National Scleroderma Foundation (Chair, Governance and  

Nominating Committee)
• Support Center for Child Advocates (Leadership Council, President,  

Vice President, Secretary, Volunteer Committee Chair, Child Advocate)
• The School Mindfulness Project (President and Vice President)

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION & COMMUNITY
• Vice Chair of the ABA Business Law Section’s Corporate 

Governance Committee
• Chair, Diversity in the Boardroom Taskforce
• Co‑Chair, ESG Subcommittee of the ABA Business Law Section’s  

Corporate Governance Committee
• Support Center for Child Advocates
• Southeast Immigrant Freedom Initiative of the Southern Poverty Law Center
• Philadelphia VIP, including LawWorks, LegalLine, and KidsCAP
• Philadelphia Reads
• Impact 100
• Arts & Business Council, Business on Board Committee Advisor and  

Board Ambassador

AWARDS
• First Judicial District’s Roll of Honor, First Judicial District’s  

Pro Bono Committee
• Philadelphia Business Journal Best of the Bar
• Philadelphia Business Journal Women of Distinction
• SmartCEO Magazine Star Influencer Award
• Pennsylvania “Super Lawyer,” Securities and Corporate Finance
• Support Center for Child Advocates Distinguished Advocate
• Adjunct Teaching Award for Excellence in the Classroom
• SmartCEO’s Legal Elite List, Go‑To Attorney for Business Legal Advice
• Philadelphia Business Journal 40 Under 40
• Pennsylvania “Lawyer on the Fast Track,” American Lawyer Media

 Kathy has solid business sense, vision that looks around corners, 
a deep well of empathy grounded in the real world, authentic 
commitment to social justice, absolute integrity — that’s my 
checklist for a great leader! 
Frank P. Cervone, Executive Director, Support Center for  
Child Advocates

 Kathy is a true leader. She leads with passion and compassion. 
Her effectiveness stems from her ability to inspire others to action. 
Time and again Kathy has led the way. She inspires others with her 
fearlessness — whether it is to protect access to justice, or the  
most vulnerable, our children. 
Leslie John, Antitrust and Competition Practice Leader, Ballard Spahr 
LLP, current co‑President, Philadelphia Diversity Law Group, and Past 
President, Philadelphia Bar Foundation

 Kathy has extraordinary leadership qualities that will make her 
an exceptional Chancellor of our Bar Association: she is humble, 
courageous, philanthropic, confident, innovative, and a brilliant 
lawyer. But most importantly, her integrity and honesty are core 
values that will serve our Association well. 
Vincent R. McGuinness, President and Managing Partner,  
Cozen O’Connor, and Co‑Chair of the Large Law Firm Management 
Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association

 Kathy would be an extraordinary Vice Chancellor, and I hope 
that she becomes our Chancellor. I’ve witnessed firsthand her 
dedication to our Bar Association and her ability to lead with 
courage and kindness. We would be well-served by a Chancellor  
who loves our Bar Association as much as Kathy does. 
Marcel S. Pratt, Managing Partner, Philadelphia Office, Ballard Spahr
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Later this month, we will 
celebrate Member Appreciation 
Week at the Bar Association. 
After a challenging 18 months 
for our profession, it is time 
to recognize and celebrate the 
lifeblood of our community 
– our members. They are 
the leaders, organizers and 
support system that ensure 
the Association is able to 
implement the initiatives that 
improve the legal profession 

and make Philadelphia a better place to live and work.  
In any given week, you will see dozens of listings for meetings, 

CLEs and special events on the Association’s calendar. Each 
event requires dedicated planning and collaboration between 
members and association staff. In addition, members serve 
on our Judicial Commission to support and implement our 
judicial ratings process, provide ethics and legal advice to fellow 
members, help lobby for the profession in Harrisburg and write 
most of the articles that fill the pages of this publication and our 
quarterly magazine, The Philadelphia Lawyer. Our members 
keep the Association active, vital and relevant.  

This year, our members have also organized and served as 
faculty for nearly 200 CLE programs, serving thousands of 
participants. Our volunteer Section and Committee leaders hold 
regular meetings, providing updates on the latest developments 
in their respective practice areas. Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, Section and Committee leaders have worked closely 
with the courts and made sure other members know of policy 
and procedure changes that directly impact their practice and 
their clients. On our practice-specific listservs, members answer 
each other’s legal questions, find referrals to attorneys and share 
other important practice specific information.  

Members help plan and organize dozens of special events 
each year. Our recent Bench-Bar & Annual Conference, which 
hosted more than 200 members for a celebratory in-person 
reception and a day of informative CLE programming, is 
a prime example. A few weeks ago, members launched a 

Editor-in-Chief 
Mary LeMieux-Fillery, Esq. 
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Leah Cilo, Esq.

Regina M. Parker, Esq.
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Brittany Anne Robertson
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Tell Us  
What You Think!
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is no word limit, but editors reserve 
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and space considerations. Letters 
must be signed to verify authorship, 
but names will be withheld upon re-
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E-mail: reporter@PhilaBar.org.

Chancellor’s Column

Celebrating the Amazing Contributions of 
Our Members

mentoring initiative through which 40 pairs of attorneys will 
share expertise, guidance and support. In the last week of 
October alone, our Business Law Section held its annual Giants 
of the Business Bar event honoring Merritt A. Cole, counsel, 
Earp Cohn P.C., and featuring a panel on the future of business 
law practice; our Women’s Rights and Wellness committees 
held a program inspired by Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
and our Young Lawyers Division held one of its monthly happy 
hours.  

Armed with our Judicial Commission ratings, voters will 
complete their mail-in ballots or head to the polls this month 
to vote in judicial elections. The ratings are a significant 
undertaking that is only possible because of the commitment 
of members who are willing to dedicate their personal time to 
the process.  

In this edition of the Bar Reporter, you will meet the 
members who are running for election to become part of the 
Association’s leadership. Read about their backgrounds and 
plan to attend our virtual Elections Forums on November 4 and 
November 16 to learn more. You can make your voice heard by 
casting a ballot when online voting opens on November 22.  

There are many reasons to celebrate all that our members 
have achieved this year. Most importantly, their dedication and 
commitment demonstrates hope – hope for our Association, 
our profession and our city, during a time when it has been 
needed most. Please join us to celebrate those achievements 
during Member Appreciation Week, scheduled for November 
15-19. We will kick things off with a members-only gathering 
on November 15, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at City Winery. There 
will be complimentary drinks and hors d’oeuvres, raffles and 
music by Class Action and the Marshall Dennehey Horns. We 
will also honor our 2021 Bar Stars and other notable members 
of our community. Plan to join us for a fun evening – and keep 
an eye out for other activities planned for that week.  

No matter how you choose to support our Association, 
please know that we appreciate and value you. We are so glad 
that you have chosen to be a part of our community. 

Lauren P. McKenna (chancellor@philabar.org) is the 94th 
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. 

By Lauren P. McKenna
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Earlier this year, I wrote about “The Value of a Mentor” 
and its endless benefits. I also highlighted that anyone 
can be a mentee, but it takes a true leader to be a mentor. 
A mentor is someone that can help assess your strengths 
and weaknesses while also assisting with professional 
growth and development. A mentor is someone that 
provides meaningful, honest feedback, ever conscious 
and aware of the importance of a well-learned lesson 
over feelings. “A mentor is someone who sees more 
talent and ability within you, than you see in yourself, 
and helps bring it out of you.” - Bob Proctor 

As best stated by the Japanese proverb, “Better than 
a thousand days of diligent study is one day with a great 
mentor.” 

With this in mind, YLD and the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Mentoring and 
Professional Development Committee set out to relaunch the Philadelphia Bar 
Association’s Mentoring and Mentee Program. This fantastic event took place on October 
20 at the new W Hotel here in Philadelphia. More than 40 mentees and mentors were 
paired together with hopes of forging lasting, invaluable relationships mutually beneficial 
for both parties. 

Our keynote speaker, Leigh Ann Benson, spoke on the importance of networking and 
provided tips on how to do so effectively. She stressed the importance of consistent contact 
with your mentee or mentor, developing organic relationships, and remaining open to 
alternative ideas and suggestions than initially considered. 

Professional development is vital to YLD and its young lawyers; it provides 
opportunities to sharpen soft skills that one might not otherwise have an opportunity to 
develop. These skills can be incredibly useful in other realms of one’s career. Furthermore, 
networking and the creation of meaningful connections are foundational tenets of the Bar 
Association, which hold us together. Formulating these bonds early in our careers affords 
us more time for development and growth. 

If you are interested in this program and would like to participate as a mentor or 
mentee, please contact us and provide your years of practice, firm/company/organization, 
and areas of law that you currently practice in or have an interest. 

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not thank our gracious sponsor, Esquire Deposition 
Solutions, LLC, for their sponsorship to make this event possible; their commitment 
cannot be overstated, nor can our appreciation. As the year approaches its close, we now 
look to finish strong, together. 

Andre J. Webb (webba@ggmfirm.com), a partner at German, Gallagher & Murtagh, is 
chair of the Young Lawyers Division. 

YLD Update

Relaunch: Philadelphia Bar Association’s 
Mentoring and Mentee Program 

By Andre J. Webb

TOLAWYER    LAWYER REFERRALS
For details on placing a Lawyer to Lawyer referral ad, contact Shawn D. Phillips at 215-557-2340 or sphillips@alm.com.

Cibik & Cataldo, P.C.

Bankruptcy Specialists 
certified by the American Board of 

Certification for over 25 years

philadelphiabankruptcylawyers.com  
ccpc@ccpclaw.com

Call or Text Us At:

215-735-1060

Michael A. Cibik - Super Lawyers Rated and
                                       Former Chapter 7 Trustee

Michael A. Cataldo - Super Lawyers Rated

For Complex Real Estate 
and Title Insurance Matters

- Easement Disputes
- Ownership Issues 

- Title Insurance
- Borrower/Mortgagee Problems
- Landlord/Tenant Disagreements 

- Opinions rarely impugned

Expert Witness/Mediator

SAMPLE COMPLEX EXPERT 
 WITNESS MATTERS

Need A Game Changer?

Robert M. Schwartz
610-212-7344 | robertm.schwartz@gmail.com

CONNECT WITH US
PHILADELPHIABAR.ORG

The Philadelphia Bar Association, 
founded in 1802, is the oldest 
association of lawyers in the 

United States.

CONNECT WITH US
PHILADELPHIABAR.ORG

The Philadelphia Bar Association, 
founded in 1802, is the oldest 
association of lawyers in the 

United States.

CONNECT WITH US
PHILADELPHIABAR.ORG

The Philadelphia Bar Association, 
founded in 1802, is the oldest 
association of lawyers in the 

United States.

CONNECT WITH US
PHILADELPHIABAR.ORG

The Philadelphia Bar Association, 
founded in 1802, is the oldest 
association of lawyers in the 

United States.

The Mentoring and Professional development 
Committee and the Young Lawyers Division held 
a Mentoring Launch Party on Oct. 20 at the W 
Hotel. The mentoring initiative has matched 40 
pairs of attorneys so far. The event featured Leigh 
Ann Benson, director of career development and 
counsel at Cozen O’Connor, offering advice and 
tips on mentoring and professional development. 
The event was sponsored by Esquire Deposition 
Solutions, LLC. 
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The Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation’s Grants 
Committee recently 
wrapped up its annual 
interviews with the 
executive directors 
of our 36 nonprofit 
partners. These 
interviews are always 
incredibly inspiring 
and humbling. 
Philadelphia is so 
fortunate have such 
a vast community of 
dedicated individuals 

and nonprofit organizations committed to making a 
change in the city, the state, and around the country.  

To give you an idea of the impact these organizations 
have had on our community in the past year, here is just 
a glimpse of the work of some of our nonprofit partners:  

• The Education Law Center and the Public 
Interest Law Center are gearing up to fight for 
fair funding for Pennsylvania schools in the state 
Supreme Court.  

• HIAS Pennsylvania and Nationalities Service 
Center have been working to resettle Afghan 
refugees arriving in Philadelphia. 

• Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project 
formed a partnership with Peace Under Pressure 
to help survivors of domestic violence feel 
empowered with regard to their finances. 

• The Juvenile Law Center and Youth Sentencing 
& Reentry Project, along with other youth 
organizations and advocates, formed the 
Care, Not Control Coalition to end youth 
incarceration in Pennsylvania.  

• Philadelphia Legal Assistance launched a website 
to help Pennsylvanians navigate the state’s new 
unemployment claims website. 

• The Public Interest Law Center, CeasefirePA, and 
the City of Philadelphia, along with pro bono 
partners and a coalition of medical professionals, 
filed a lawsuit challenging Pennsylvania’s Firearm 
Preemption Laws.  

• The United States Department of Justice lauded 
Philadelphia’s Eviction Diversion Program, 
adopted by the city in partnership with a 
coalition of our nonprofit partners, including 
Community Legal Services and CORA Good 
Shepherd Mediation Program, as a national 
model. 

• Public Interest Law Center successfully reversed a 
restriction by the Small Business Administration 
that prevented business owners with criminal 
records from receiving Paycheck Protection 
Program loans.  

The facts speak for themselves – these organizations 
are making life-changing impacts on the Philadelphia 
community every day. The Bar Foundation is proud to be 
a source of unrestricted funding for these organizations. 
The unrestricted grants that the Bar Foundation 
provides allow our nonprofit partners to pursue an array 
of strategies in order to best serve the direct needs of 
their clients and develop winning and innovative impact 
litigation tactics. In addition, such flexibility allows legal 
aid leaders to respond to changing circumstances and 
pressing needs.  

If you would like to learn more about the Bar 
Foundation’s grantmaking or about our nonprofit 
partners, or want to contribute in order to fund our 
unrestricted grants, please visit our website at www.
philabarfoundation.org. 

A big thank you to our nonprofit partners for living 
the motto of equal access to justice! 

Meredith S. Auten (meredith.auten@morganlewis.com), 
partner at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP, is acting 
president of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation. 

Bar Foundation

Living the Motto of Equal Access to Justice
By Meredith S. Auten

Expert Real Estate 
Representation 
For All Your Client Real Estate Needs
Unprecedented times call for deep knowledge and understanding. 

Provide superb counsel to your clients by recommending a real 

estate professional with confidence.

• Former practicing attorney and leading residential Realtor  

for 20 years.

• Adherence to the highest ethical standards. Achieving each 

client’s goal is my only priority.

• Sophisticated Real Estate Practice, I prepare like you do.

 
Contact me at any time to discuss how I can provide the best possible  
real estate service to your clients (and for your personal real estate 
needs as well).

Jeff “City” Block, Esq. 
Associate Broker 

jeff@jeffcityblock.com 
M 215.833.7088 (preferred)

O 267.435.8015
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Comprehensive
Medical Cost Projection & Life Care Plans

for Future Needs
Alex Karras Consulting, LLC

1659 Brook Lane, Jamison, PA 18929
Telephone: 215-530-5041
Facsimile: 267-224-4486

Web: www.AlexKarrasConsulting.com
Email: alex@alexkarrasconsulting.com

Of All the Catastrophic Personal Injury
Attorneys in the country, your clients

chose you.
Now make sure their future is headed in the

right direction…

Community Clean-Up 
continued from page 1

city going through a period of increased gun violence and angst, it was enriching 
to experience the love and care that residents and volunteers poured back into the 
community. Gordan explained that she would not allow for the recreation center to 
close down because it’s like Disneyland to some kids. She stated that “Some children 
can’t afford to go to Disney World, Wildwood, etc.,” and that they need spaces where 
they can explore their interests and have fun.   

Farrell noted that organizing this kind of hands-on, immersive event for members 
of the Bar Association is important because it bridges the gap between lawyers and 
the community. Overall, it’s a way for individuals to connect with their clients on 
a deeper level, and have a stronger understanding of the community in which they 
serve. “The way the community looks is linked to how you feel about it,” Farrell said, 
and it is essential that we work to “make the city beautiful, one block at a time.” 

After a successful morning of restoring a nearby middle school’s community 
garden, distributing free recycling bins, delivering informational fliers to people’s 
doors, and cleaning the residential blocks surrounding the park, the group of legal 
professionals, residents, and neighborhood advocacy groups that participated in the 
cleanup joined together for food and socializing at the playground.  

Just before the event was over, I asked Judge Gordan if there was one thing that 
she would like to leave us with, and she said this: “Keeping your community clean is 
a part of your generational wealth.” This is the message that we should hold with us in 
every effort we make to restore, and preserve the health of our communities; to leave 
a legacy and make our mark by keeping our community clean. 

Caren Teague is communications intern at the Philadelphia Bar Association. 

Mediation and ADR Solutions
provided by 

The Honorable 
Thomas I. Vanaskie (Ret.)

•  24 years on the Federal bench (Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals and Middle District of Pennsylvania)

•  Unmatched credentials and experience makes him uniquely qualified 
to assist parties resolve disputes with guidance that is informed, 
impartial, fair and objective

•  Available to resolve disputes in business and commercial, class action 
and mass tort, employment, ERISA, insurance, antitrust, securities, 
intellectual property, civil rights and personal injury cases

•  Serves as a Special Master in complex litigation and is highly 
experienced in the area of e-discovery and privilege review

Hon. Thomas I. Vanaskie (Ret.)
1500 Market Street, East Tower, Suite 1800, Philadelphia, PA 19102

215.568.7560  •  tiv@stevenslee.com

A STEVENS & LEE/GRIFFIN COMPANY

www.stevenslee.com
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Incorporation CONTACT OUR OFFICE TODAY

Submit your request online:
www.mburrkeim.com

or call 215-563-8113

M. BURR KEIM COMPANY
Corporation Service for Attorneys Since 1931

M. Burr Keim Company has specialized in the preparation and filing of corporate documents and furishing corporation and 

limited liability company outfits and related supplies at reasonable prices to attorneys since 1931. We emphasize courteous, 

convenient expeditious service and often render assistance to attorneys regarding their corporate and limited liability company 

organization work without charge.

215-563-8113 (Fax) 215-977-9386  |  info@mburrkeim.com  |  2021 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103-1491  WWW.MBURRKEIM.COM

SERVICES FOR ALL STATES

CONVENIENT • COURTEOUS
SAME DAY SERVICE

Limited Liability
Company Formation

and

Celebrating our 

90th
 year!

Pennsylvania 
Same-Day 
Expedited 

filing service 
available

The latest installment of the Business Law Section’s Giants of the Business 
Bar series was held on Oct. 26 at City Winery. The program honored Merritt 
A. Cole, counsel, Earp Cohn P.C., and also featured a panel discussing the 
future of business law and practice. Panelists included William H. Clark, Jr., 
senior counsel, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP, Professor Amelia Boss, 
Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law, and Jay A. Dubow, partner, 
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP. The event was sponsored by 
Cozen O’Connor, Dechert LLP, FTI Consulting Technology and Montgomery 
McCracken (gold sponsors), Ballard Spahr (silver sponsor), and Bryant Park 
Capital and US Bank (bronze sponsors.)

EVENTS

Vice Chancellor Marc J. Zucker and Sozi Tulante, partner, Dechert LLP, were 
the keynote speakers at the Oct. 21 naturalization ceremony at the U.S. 
Courthouse in Old City. U.S. District Judge Chad Kenney presided over the 
ceremony.
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Pursuant to Section 12.1 of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association bylaws, notice is hereby given to all 
members of the Philadelphia Bar Association that the 
following amendments to the bylaws of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association were considered at the May 27, 2021 
Board of Governors meeting and were approved for 
submission to the members. Members may vote by 
secret ballot on the proposed amendments during the 
annual election, with voting commencing November 
22, 2021, and concluding December 13, 2021. 

Amendments to Bylaws Article VII, and more particularly 
Sections 7.3.2 and 7.3.2.8, regarding the composition of 
the Commission on Judicial Selection and Retention, as 
follows: 

ARTICLE VII JUDICIAL SELECTION 

7.3.2    The Commission shall consist of 3536 persons, 
each of whom shall be entitled to vote, as follows: 

7.3.2.1 The Chancellor, the Chancellor-Elect, and the 
Vice Chancellor. 

7.3.2.2 The President Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Philadelphia County and the President Judge of 
the Philadelphia Municipal Court. 

7.3.2.3 The District Attorney of Philadelphia; the City 
Solicitor of the City of Philadelphia; and the Chief 
Defender of the Defender Association of Philadelphia. 
Every calendar year, each of the individuals listed in this 
Section 7.3.2.3 may appoint a designee to serve instead of 
that individual as a member of the Commission for that 
year; provided that the designee agrees to consistently 
attend meetings of the Commission throughout the 
year. 

7.3.2.4 The Chair of the Young Lawyers Division; the 
Chair and one additional representative of the Criminal 
Justice Section; provided that one shall be employed 
by a prosecuting authority and the other shall be a 
criminal defense attorney; the Chair or Co-Chair of 
the Family Law Section; the Chair or Co-Chair of the 
Probate and Trust Section; the Chair or Co-Chair of the 
Public Interest Section; the Chair or Co-Chair of the 
State Civil Litigation Section; and a representative of the 
Business Law Section who shall be a business litigator 

appointed by the 
Executive Committee of 
the Section. 

7.3.2.5 The Chair 
or a Co-Chair of the 
Appellate Courts 
Committee; the Chair or 
a Co-Chair of the LGBT 
Rights Committee; the 
Chair or a Co-Chair 
of the Municipal 
Court Committee; the 
Chair or a Co-Chair 
of the Women in the 
Profession Committee. 
If a committee listed in 
this Section 7.3.2.5 has 
one or more co-chairs, 
on or before January 
15 of each year one 
of the co-chairs shall 
notify the Chancellor 
as to the identity of the 
co-chair who will serve 
as a member of the 
Commission for that 
year. If that notification 
is not given by January 
15, the Chancellor 
shall designate one of 
the co-chairs to serve 
as a member of the 
Commission for that 
year. 

7.3.2.6 Four Voting Members of recognized standing, 
judgment and independence, one of whom shall 
be appointed by the Chancellor each year, with the 
approval of the Board, to serve for a term of four years 
each, one term expiring on December 31 of each year, 
with a limitation of two consecutive four-year terms. 
Thereafter, the Voting Member shall be eligible for 
reappointment to the Commission after a lapse of 11 
months from the expiration of the Voting Member’s 
term. The Chancellor, on or before January 15 of each 
year, shall appoint with the approval of the Board, the 
successor to the lawyer member whose term expired on 
December 31 of the previous year. 

7.3.2.7 Four non-lawyers, two of whom shall be 
appointed by the Chancellor each year, with the 
approval of the Board, to serve for terms of one year and 
two of whom shall serve for a term of two years each, 
one term expiring on December 31 each year, with no 
limitation on the number of terms. Such persons shall 
be selected from the public at large and be persons of 
recognized standing, judgment and independence, who 
have demonstrated their interest in the administration 
of justice in Philadelphia. The Chancellor, on or before 
January 15 of each year, shall appoint, with the approval 
of the Board, the successors of the members appointed 
pursuant to this Section 7.3.2.7 whose terms expired on 
December 31 of the previous year. 

7.3.2.8 The Chair or the Executive Director of 
Community Legal Services as designated by its Board; 
the President or a representative of the Asian-Pacific 
American Bar Association of Pennsylvania, as designated 
by its Board; the President or a representative of the 
Barristers’ Association of Philadelphia, as designated by 
its Board; the President or a representative of the Hispanic 
Bar Association of Pennsylvania, as designated by its 
board; and the President or a representative of the South 
Asian Bar Association of Philadelphia, as designated by 
its board; and the President or a representative of the 
Clifford Scott Green Chapter of the Judicial Council of 
the National Bar Association, as designated by its board. 
Any individual designated pursuant to this Section 
7.3.2.8 must be a Voting Member in order to serve on 
the Commission. 

7.3.2.9 A member of the board of the Philadelphia Trial 
Lawyers Association, as designated by its board; and a 
member of the board of the Philadelphia Association 
of Defense Counsel, as designated by its board. Each 
individual appointed pursuant to this Section 7.3.2.9 
shall serve for a term of two years, with a limitation 
of three consecutive two-year terms. Thereafter, the 
individual shall be eligible for reappointment to the 
Commission after a lapse of 11 months from the 
expiration of the member’s term. Any individual 
designated pursuant to this Section 7.3.2.9 must be a 
Voting Member in order to serve on the Commission. 

Notice to Philadelphia Bar Association Members Amendments 
to Bylaws Article VII 

PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION BYLAWS

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY / ETHICS MATTERS
STATEWIDE PENNSYLVANIA MATTERS  

NO CHARGE FOR INITIAL CONSULTATION

Representation, consultation and expert testimony in  
disciplinary matters and matters involving ethical issues, 
bar admissions and the Rules of Professional Conduct

James C. Schwartzman, Esq.
• Judge, Court of Judicial Discipline
• Former Chairman, Judicial Conduct Board of Pennsylvania
• Former Chairman, Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of 

Pennsylvania
• Former Chairman, Continuing Legal Education Board of the 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
• Former Chairman, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Interest on 

Lawyers Trust Account Board
• Former Federal Prosecutor
• Selected by his peers as one of the top 100 Super Lawyers in 

Pennsylvania and the top 100 Super Lawyers in Philadelphia
• Named by his peers as Best Lawyers in America 2015 Philadelphia 

Ethics and Professional Responsibility Law “Lawyer of the Year,” 
and in Plaintiffs and Defendants Legal Malpractice Law

1500 Market Street, East Tower, Suite 1800  •  Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 751-2863
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As AI, machine learning, and technology assisted review 
(TAR) solutions become more accessible, less costly, 
and easier to use, litigation attorneys have realized that 
incorporating these advanced methods and technologies 
into their eDiscovery practice can give them a 
considerable competitive advantage. Technologies 
like natural language processing (NLP) and predictive 
coding using continuous active learning (CAL) create 
efficiencies and reduce cost in all phases of the discovery 
process.  

Natural Language Processing (NLP) - Powerful 
language-based AI enables users to gain insights into 
data sets in ways never before available. For example, 
visually locate and search for documents about named 
entities, such as locations, events, and key people. 
Additional advantages include the ability to filter for 
documents containing critical language by analyzing the 
author’s sentiment. As a result, NLP is highly beneficial 
and enables an attorney to: 

• Measure the “tone” of authored content to 
determine the most negative or positive e-mail 

• Formulate a keyword list to us use a scalpel-like 
approach to your analysis 

• Understand the meaning of your client data 
beyond the words themselves 

• Quickly assess key elements of a data set for 
investigations  

Predictive Coding using CAL – Predictive coding 
with CAL technology delivers a highly efficient process 
that may reduce overal review time by up to 30%. 
This workflow continues to classify documents and 
information in the data based on the training from a 
small team of attorneys and subject matter experts. 
Predictive coding with CAL combines user decisions 
and random sampling to immediately and continuously 
prioritize important documents for analysis and review 
using advanced AI and machine learning algorithms. In 
conjunction with “smart” batching technology, CAL 

can help you: 

• Prioritize documents for review to increase 
the speed and accuracy of identifying relevant 
documents 

• Remove low probability documents from review 
with defensible processes and metrics 

• Quality control documents that may be 
mistagged 

Using these advanced technologies fully integrated 
into eDiscovery platforms, like KLDiscovery’s Nebula 
application, will put you ahead of the competition and 
help build prosperous, lasting partnerships with your 
clients.  

For more information on the above TAR technologies, 
please join us for an in-depth webinar, presented by the 
Philadelphia Bar Association, on November 15 at 3 p.m. 
For detailed information on Predictive Coding, please 
request a copy of KLDiscovery’s “Mastering Predictive 
Coding” handbook by contacting Mike Eck at Mike.
Eck@KLDiscovery.com.

Next Generation AI and Technology Assisted 
Review (TAR): Gaining an Edge When the Stakes 
are High

MEMBER BENEFITS: KLDISCOVERY

Another year of celebrating Best Lawyers & Super Lawyers
Best Philadelphia Mediators and Arbitrators

215-564-1775 | adroptions.com

Hon. Abe Gafni 
(Ret.)

Hon. Tom Wallitsch 
(Ret.)

A. Roy DeCaro
Esquire

Tom Brophy
Esquire

Art Hankin  
Esquire

Phil Hof
Esquire

Pete Ricchiuti 
Esquire

MEDIATION       ARBITRATION

Hon. Edward Cahn 
(Ret.)
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NEWS BRIEFS

The Philadelphia Bar Association will celebrate Member Appreciation Week from Nov. 15-19. The week will kick off with a free, members-only event on Nov. 15 from 5:30-8:30 
p.m. at City Winery, 990 Filbert Street. There will be drinks, hors d’oeuvres, raffles, dancing, and music by Class Action and the Marshall Dennehey Horns. We will also honor our 
2021 Bar Stars and other notable members of our community. Registration is available on the Association website for both in-person attendees and virtual attendees who would like 
to watch the livestreamed awards presentation.

Advance registration for in-person attendance is required by Nov. 12 at 5 p.m. Guests who do not register in advance will not be admitted to the event. Attendees will be required 
to adhere to all COVID-19 safety measures in effect on the date of the event, including those mandated by the City of Philadelphia. Guests of City Winery will be required to provide 
either proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test result from within 72 hours prior to the event. All guests will be required to wear masks indoors, except while seated, eating 
or drinking. The kickoff celebration is sponsored by Chase and KLDiscovery.  

Philadelphia Bar Association Member Appreciation Week Is 
Nov. 15-19 

The Philadelphia Bar Association will hold its annual meeting at 4:30 p.m. December 13 at The Bellevue Hotel (Doors will open at 4:15 p.m.) The program will include welcoming 
95th Chancellor Wesley R. Payne, IV, honoring the 2021 winners of the Citizens Bank Achievement Award and the Justice Sandra Day O’Connor Award, along with celebrating the 
2021 members of the 50- and 60-Year Club. The winners of this year’s Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Pursuit of Justice Legal Writing Competition and the Eve Biskind Klothen Law 
Student Pro Bono Distinction Award will also be recognized. The program will be followed by a 90-minute networking reception. Registration is available via the Philadelphia Bar 
Association website.  

Embracing New Traditions: Philadelphia Bar Association 
Annual Meeting to Be Held Evening of December 13 



PhiladelphiaBar.org November 2021    Philadelphia Bar Reporter    11

BUNIN ASSOCIATES
ACTUARIAL-ECONOMIC CONSULTANTS

“Our Secret of Success?” Keeping It Simple

Measuring Lost Earning Capacity and other Economic 
Damages in Injury, Wrongful Death and Employment Cases.

Royal A. Bunin M.B.A.
Forensic Economist

The Wynnewood House
Suite 109
300 Lancaster Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096

Phone 610.642.4700
Fax 610.642.4787

Email BuninAssoc@gmail.com
www.BuninAssociates.com

The Barristers’ Association of Philadelphia, Inc. is hosting its 37th Annual Turkey Drive this month. In memory and 
honor of Amber Racine, who championed the effort for many years with grace and tenacity, the event has been officially 
renamed The Amber Racine Annual Turkey Drive, and will take place on Saturday, November 20 at the Strawberry 
Mansion Police Athletic League (PAL) Center.  

Each year the Barristers’ Association contacts area churches and charitable organizations for the names of families 
who need support during the holiday season. Barristers’ members then distribute turkey baskets at a local Police Athletic 
League the Saturday before Thanksgiving. In an effort to serve more families and conduct the turkey drive in a socially 
distant and safe manner, last year turkeys were distributed, instead of turkey baskets. The same will take place this year.  

Thanks in part to the generosity of many in the legal community, last year the Barristers’ Association was able to 
provide Thanksgiving turkeys to 800 families in the Philadelphia area. To meet this year’s increased needs, the Barristers 
are hoping to surpass that number and are in need of your assistance. To donate to the turkey drive, contributions can 
be made via PayPal at  https://paypal.me/TurkeyDrive2021?locale.x=en_US 

Or checks can be mailed to:   

The Barristers’ Association of Philadelphia 
1735 Market Street, Ste A234 
Philadelphia, PA 19103   

(Please note “Turkey Drive” in either form of donation) 

Barristers’ Association Holds 37th Annual Turkey Drive, 
Honors Amber Racine

NEWS BRIEFS
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Calendar of Events
November 2021 �

Register at philadelphiabar.org and keep checking the CLE and Events 
calendar for more CLE and events added daily.

For questions regarding Philadelphia Bar Association CLE, 
contact Director of Continuing Legal Education Tara D. 
Phoenix at 215-238-6349 or tphoenix@philabar.org.

Family Law Section
November 1 at 12 p.m.

Professional Guidance 
Private Meeting
November 2 at 12 p.m.

Delivery of Legal Services Committee
Private Meeting
November 3 at 8:30 a.m.

Law School Outreach Committee
Private Meeting
November 3 at 10 a.m.

State Civil Town Hall
November 3 at 12 p.m.

Criminal Justice Executive
Private Meeting
November 3 at 12:30 p.m.

*** CLE - 2021 Federal Bench Bar  
Conference 
November 3 at 1 p.m
3.5 SUB CLE credits - VIRTUAL WEBCAST & 
IN-PERSON, 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - In-Person Reception

State Civil Executive Committee
Private Meeting
November 3 at 1 p.m.

*** CLE - Eviction Diversion Program  
Mediation Training
November 4 at 10 a.m 
2.0 SUB credits - PRESENTERS LIVE via WEBCAST

Technology Committee of the Probate 
and Trust Law Section
November 4 at 12 p.m.

Elections Forum 
Co-Sponsored by the Diversity in the Profession Com-
mittee
November 4 at 4 p.m.

Section and Committee Chairs
Private Meeting
November 5 at 8:30 a.m.

Civil Rights Committee
November 8 at 12 p.m.

*** CLE - Key Considerations of  
Attorneys Serving on a Nonprofit Board
November 9 at 12 p.m
1.0 SUB credits - PRESENTER LIVE via WEBCAST

Cabinet
Private Meeting
November 9 at 12 p.m.

Business Law Executive
Private Meeting
November 9 at 12 p.m.

Appellate Courts
November 9 at 12 p.m.

Labor and Employment Law
November 9 at 12 p.m.

Commerce Court Reception
Hosted by the Business Litigation Committee
November 9 at 6 p.m.

Zone One Caucus
Private Meeting
November 10 at 12 p.m.

CLE - Be the Judge, Be the Jury,  
Become An Arbitrator
November 10 at 12:30 p.m
2.0 SUB/1.0 ETH credits - LIVE via WEBCAST

Legislative Liaison Committee
November 11 at 12 p.m.

Education Law Committee
November 11 at 12 p.m.

Civil Gideon Task Force
Private Meeting
November 12 at 12 p.m.

ADR Committee of the Family Law 
Section
November 12 at 12 p.m.

Social Security Committee 
November 12 at 12:30 p.m.

*** CLE - How the Philadelphia Land 
Bank Acquires & Sells Property
November 12 at 1 p.m
2.0 SUB credits - SPEAKERS LIVE via WEBCAST  

*** CLE - Nuts & Bolts of Nonprofit 
Board Service 
November 15 at 12 p.m
1 SUB credit - SPEAKERS LIVE via WEBCAST

Public Interest Executive Committee
November 15 at 12 p.m.

Member Appreciation Event 
This event is FREE for members.
November 15 at 5:30 p.m.

Large Firm Associates
Private Meeting
November 16 at 9 a.m.

*** CLE - What Can You Do For Me? 
Resources Available to Philadelphia 
Businesses
November 16 at 11 a.m
1 SUB credit - SPEAKERS LIVE via WEBCAST

Elections Forum
November 16 at 12 p.m.

Diversity Committee of the Probate and 
Trust Law Section
November 16 at 12 p.m.

Employee Benefits
November 16 at 12:30 p.m.

Education Committee of the Probate 
and Trust Law Section
November 16 at 4 p.m.

YLD Cabinet
Private Meeting
November 17 at 9 a.m.
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Register at philadelphiabar.org

BE A 
PART OF IT 
A Community That Matters

DEADLINE: 
MARCH 31

•	 Valuable networking and leadership opportunities 
•	 Impact government decision making that affects the legal 

profession
•	 6 CLE credits to use on any of our one or two-credit programs 
•	 Discounts on shipping, office supplies, legal services 

platforms and mental health and wellness services
•	 Timely updates from the courts 
•	 New clients through our Lawyer Referral and Information 

Service
•    The chance to make a difference

MEMBER 
BENEFITS 
INCLUDE: 

JOIN US 
TODAY  
philadelphiabar.org

CLE - Search & Seizure Update 2021 
November 17 at 12 p.m
1.5 SUB CLE credits - SPEAKERS LIVE via WEBCAST

Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board 
Private Meeting
November 17 at 12 p.m.

Publications Committee of the Probate 
and Trust Law Section
November 18 at 8:30 a.m.

Women’s Rights
November 18 at 12 p.m.

Family Law Executive 
Private Meeting
November 18 at 12 p.m.

Criminal Justice Section
November 18 at 12:30 p.m.

*** CLE - Refresh and Reset Your Life 
and Law Practice: Important Check-Ups 
Attorneys Cannot Afford to Ignore 
November 18 at 3 p.m
1.0 SUB/1.0 ETH credits - SPEAKERS LIVE via WEB-
CAST

Diversity Advisory Panel 
Private Meeting
November 19 at 8:30 a.m.

YLD Executive Committee Election 
Forum
November 19 at 12 p.m.

*** CLE - Understanding the Uninsured 
World: How to Manage and Handle an 
Uninsured Case
November 19 at 12:30 p.m
2.0 SUB credits - PANELISTS LIVE via WEBCAST

The Philadelphia Lawyer Editorial Board
Private Meeting
November 19 at 12:30 p.m.

Former Chancellors Advisory Panel
Private Meeting
November 22 at 8 a.m.

YLD Executive Committee
Private Meeting
November 22 at 12 p.m.

Diversity in the Profession Committee
Private Meeting
November 23 at 5:30 p.m.

LGBT Rights Committee
November 24 at 12 p.m.

CLE - Budget-Conscious Legal  
Marketplace Opportunities
November 30 at 12 p.m
0.5 SUB/1.0 ETH CLE credits - SPEAKER LIVE via 
WEBCAST 

Real Property Executive Committee
November 30 at 12 p.m.

Elder Law and Guardianship Committee 
of the Probate and Trust Law Section
November 30 at 12 p.m.

Board of Governors
November 30 at 4 p.m.

***  This CLE is eligible to be taken 
for free as part of the six free 
CLE credits given to members 
in good standing. To take 
advantage of this benefit, enter 
the promo code MBRSFREE21 
at checkout. 
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Coatsworth and Jaffari Vie for Vice 
Chancellor

ELECTION 2021

Jennifer S. Coatsworth

Professional Background: Margolis Edelstein 
(2004-present), Partner; Temple University Beasley 
School of Law, J.D.

Activities (selected): Philadelphia Bar Association: 
Board of Governors (2012-present), Cabinet 
(2015-present), Assistant Treasurer (2021), Secretary/
Assistant Secretary (2016-2020); Women in the 

Profession Committee: Co-chair (2016-2017), 
member (2008-present); Mentoring and Professional 
Development Initiative: Co-Chair (2021); Bench Bar: 
Co-Chair (2019), Committee (2011-2012, 2015); 
Budget/Finance: Member (2013, 2015, 2016, 2021); 
YLD: Vice Chair (2009), Secretary (2008) Executive 
Committee (2007-2011); State Civil Litigation Section: 
Member (2008-present); Military/Veterans Affairs: 
Chair (2012, 2014). Pennsylvania Bar Association: 
Zone One Governor (2020-present); Women in the 
Profession Commission (Co-chair, 2021; Treasurer, 
2019-2020; Executive Council (2010-present), Civil 
Litigation Section (Chair, 2019-2020, Officer, 2016-
2019 Executive Council 2010-present). Brandeis Law 
Society: Chancellor (2018-2019), Vice Chancellor 
(2016-2017), Executive Committee (2010-present). 
Philadelphia Association of Defense Counsel: Executive 
Committee (2009-present). CLS: Leadership Council 
(2018-present). Awards: Inaugural PADC MLK 
Diversity Award, Pennsylvania Bar Association Quality 
of Life/Balance Award, Temple Law Alumni Women’s 
Champion Award, PADC and Pennsylvania Bar 
Presidential Achievement Awards, Billy Penn Who’s 
Next in the Law, PADC Outstanding Young Lawyer.

The 2021 race for the position of Vice Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association is contested. Jennifer S. Coatsworth and Katayun (Kathy) Jaffari are running for the
position that is third-in-line for Chancellor of the Association. The winner will serve as Chancellor in 2024.

Candidate’s Statement: “Equal Justice Under Law” is 
the inscription above the United States Supreme Court. 
However, for too many, this principle can be elusive. It 
is incumbent upon us as lawyers to zealously protect the 
core values of our democracy and serve the underserved. 
I will advocate for access to justice, protection of the rule 
of law and to ensure an independent judiciary. 

Our Association has been a champion for diversity, 
equity and inclusion initiatives. As the daughter of a gay 
father, I learned at a young age the painful lessons of 
bias, prejudice and exclusion. My plans to continue our 
leading status in this space will include hosting a national 
diversity symposium and a secondment fair to advance 
the careers of young diverse associates.

As a professional trade organization, we must advance 
the common interests of our members while recognizing 
and supporting their needs, their diverse practices and 
their professional development.

I will bring dynamic leadership, vision, service 
and consensus-building backed by experience and 
tremendous dedication and love to lead our organization, 
serve our community and advance our proud traditions. 
I humbly ask for your support.

Katayun (Kathy) Jaffari 

Professional Background: Chair, Corporate 
Governance & Securities, Cozen O’Connor; Adjunct 
Professor, Temple University; President and Child 
Advocate, Support Center for Child Advocates; Partner, 
Ballard Spahr; Partner, Saul Ewing; Law Clerk, U.S. 

Court of Federal Claims

Activities: Co-Chair – Women’s Rights Committee; 
Chair, Vice Chair, and Member – Board of Governors; 
Budget Task Force, Finance Committee and Bylaws 
Committee – Board of Governors; Chair, Vice Chair, and 
Communications Officer – Business Law Section; Chair, 
Small Business Committee and Vice Chair, Securities 
Regulation Committee – Business Law Section; Chair 
of the Year Award and Committee of the Year Award – 
Business Law Section

Candidate’s Statement: My parents taught me that the 
most rewarding duty is service to your community and 
society.  As a first generation American and lawyer, I 
have taken this to heart. My commitment to the legal 
profession and passion for public service are at the core 
of my desire to serve you, our legal community, and the 
city where I have lived and worked all of my life. I have 
been devoted to fostering and driving diversity, equity 
and inclusion in our profession and volunteering for 
children, immigrants, and communities in need over the 

course of my career. As a governance and business lawyer, 
I advise organizations on how to successfully operate 
and function without compromising their missions.  
I commit to supporting the Association by driving 
positive change through its mission of promoting justice, 
professional excellence, and respect for the rule of law, 
and will work tirelessly to do so as your Vice Chancellor. 
My leadership of, and service to, countless boards and 
nonprofits has taught me the ability to actively listen, 
empower and engage others, and create and support 
positive change. I celebrate diverse perspectives and will 
make sure all voices are heard; I desire to help foster 
meaningful connections, especially after our time of 
isolation, Zoom fatigue, and heightened challenges for 
lawyers both professionally and personally. It would 
be a privilege to continue my call to public service by 
representing your voice as a member of the Association 
and supporting advancements in our profession and our 
legal and judicial systems. 
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ELECTION 2021

4 Line Office Posts Unopposed
For 2021, four candidates for Association 
line office posts are unopposed. The can-
didates are Michael J. Stackow, secre-
tary; Matthew S. Olesh, treasurer; Diane 
Penneys Edelman, assistant secretary; and 
Dino Privitera, assistant treasurer.

Michael J. Stackow is Counsel in 
Cozen O’Connor’s Institutional Response 
Group and focuses his practice on issues 
of sexual and gender-based discrimination 
and child protection in educational insti-
tutions, other child serving organizations 
and private companies. He graduated 
from Temple University Beasley School of 
Law.

Stackow served as the secretary, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, during the 
past year and is running to serve a sec-
ond term as secretary. He iis a member 
of the Bar Association’s Education Law 
Committee, a volunteer attorney with 
the Support Center for Child Advocates 
and a member of the Board of Governors 
of Valley Youth House, an organization 
that supports abused and homeless youth 
through a variety of programs designed to 
best position youth for success as young 
adults. 

Stackow formerly worked in the 
Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office 
where he held supervisory roles in the 
Major Trials, Municipal Court, Juvenile 
Court and Family Violence & Sexual 
Assault Units.  Stackow also served on 
the Mayor of Philadelphia’s Commission 
on Aging and was a member of the 
Philadelphia Corporation for the Aging’s 
Elder Financial Abuse Task Force. 

Matthew S. Olesh is a partner at 
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel 
LLP, where he is a commercial litigator, 
business attorney and all-around prob-
lem solver.  He is a 2007 graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Olesh has served on the Association’s 
Board of Governors since 2016, and cur-
rently serves as treasurer, a role he has held 
since the beginning of 2021.  His prior 
capacities on the board include assistant 
treasurer (2018-2020), YLD Chair (2017) 
and YLD Chair-Elect (2016).  Olesh also 
serves as the chair of the Association’s 
Campaign for Qualified Judges.

“The Philadelphia Bar Association has 
been, and continues to be, a crucial part of 
my identity as a Philadelphia lawyer,” says 
Olesh.  “My hope is that this can be the 
case for all attorneys in the Philadelphia 
area, and that we continue to be staunch 
advocates for the notions of truth, justice 
and fundamental fairness – not just in the 

City of Philadelphia, 
but across the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
and beyond.  At our 
core, we are a profes-
sional association for 
our members, but as 
attorneys, we must do 
everything we can to 
defend these princi-
ples and equal protec-
tion under the law.”

Diane Penneys Edelman is a Professor 
of Law and Director of International 
Programs at Villanova University Charles 
Widger School of Law, where she has 
taught since 1993. She has served as a 
member of the Association’s Board of 
Governors since 2018.  A former law 
clerk to Hon. I Leo Glasser (E.D.N.Y.) 
and litigator at firms in New York and 
Philadelphia, Edelman teaches Legal 
Writing, previously directed Villanova’s 
Legal Writing Program, and has directed 
its international programs for almost 20 
years.

Edelman has brought her interests to 
the Bar as a Co-Chair of the Association’s 
Committee on Academic Engagement 
and International Law Committee.  She 
is also active as a committee co-chair with-
in the ABA’s International Law Section.  
“Teaching, networking, and service are 
my passions, and I see involvement in 
the Bar as a way of connecting colleagues 
in practice with one another, connecting 
students and practicing attorneys, and 
connecting legal educators in the U.S. 
and worldwide, and promoting the work 
of the Association. Continuing to serve 
the Association as Assistant Secretary 
will be another way that I can serve the 
Philadelphia community.  Thank you for 
your support.” 

A proud graduate of Temple 
University Beasley School of Law, Dino 
Privitera has worked as a federal judicial 
law clerk, prosecutor, civil and criminal 
defense lawyer, and now as Plaintiff’s per-
sonal injury lawyer in his own practice, 
The Privitera Law Firm LLC.  Privitera 
concentrates his practice on the represen-
tation of catastrophically injured victims 
and their families. 

Privitera currently serves as Chancellor 
of the Justinian Society of Philadelphia, 
and holds several leadership positions with 
the Philadelphia Bar Association. He’s a 
Member of the Commission on Judicial 
Selection and Retention, and the Board 

of Governors; he’s Co-Chair of both the 
Rules and Procedures Committee of 
the State Civil Litigation Section and of 
the Solo and Small Firm Management 
Committee. Since 2012, Privitera also 
has served on the Editorial Board of the 
Verdict, a publication of the Philadelphia 
Trial Lawyers Association.  He also has 
served on the Investigative Panel of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Judicial 
Evaluation Commission.   

Born in Italy, Privitera immigrated to 
the United States with his family when he 
was an infant. “As the son of immigrants, 

I know the value of hard-work, sacrifice 
and public service. My parents taught me 
to believe in myself, work hard to achieve 
my dreams, to lead by example and give 
back to the community.  In my career, I 
have championed the rights of people and 
tried to make a meaningful difference in 
people’s lives.  It is my sincere desire to 
continue to serve the public good, to pro-
mote fairness, equality and justice, to be 
an agent for positive change and a strong 
advocate for causes that are important to 
Association members.”   

Stackow Olesh Edelman Privitera

Don’t be a cog.

Get in the driver’s seat.

Take Control of Your Career.

Find out more by contacting: 
Stephanie Resnick  |  Managing Partner, Philadelphia Office

sresnick@foxrothschild.com  |  215.299.2082
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ELECTION 2021

Seven Running for 5 Seats on Board 
of Governors

William S. Braveman

Professional Background: City of 
Philadelphia Assistant and Deputy City 
Solicitor (Child Welfare, Health, and La-
bor and Employment Units) 1996-2008; 
Forceno, Goggin and Keller, Employ-
ment Law Chair, 2008-2010; Principal, 
Braveman Law, 2010-present. Desig-
nated Counsel DC 33 Local 696, 2010- 
present. Temple Law School J.D. ; New 
York University B.A.

Activities: Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion LRIS panel and committee mem-
ber, Past-Co Chair Philadelphia Bar 
Association Dependency Committee, 
Pennsylvania Bar Association Member, 
Community Legal Services Summer In-
tern, Support Center for Child Advocate 
Volunteer Attorney, Palumbo Intramural 
Soccer Founder.

Candidate’s Statement: Using the privi-
lege of being an attorney as a platform 
to assist those in need while impacting 
positive change has always been impor-
tant to me. From my years as a Solicitor, 
to my present practice focusing on em-
ployee rights, I have taken pride in be-
ing a zealous advocate who is responsive 
to my client base. As defense counsel in 
mental health proceedings, I appreciate 
the systemic issues and the gravity of the 
problems which my clients face.  If elect-
ed, as a private practitioner with public 
service experience, I hope to bring a fresh 
perspective on ways to increase Bar Asso-
ciation engagement with the community 
in addressing the societal challenges that 
face all Philadelphians.

Ernest Holtzheimer

Professional Background: Member, 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellot LLC; 
Drexel University Thomas R. Kline 
School of Law; Drexel University Thom-
as R. Kline School of Law

Activities: Philadelphia Bar Association: 
Business Law Section (Chair, 2021; Vice 
Chair, 2020; Secretary/Treasurer, 2019; 
YLD Liaison, 2018), Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee 2018 
– 2020 (Vice Chair, 2020; Treasurer, 
2019), Campaign for Qualified Judges 
(Treasurer, 2020 – Present); Philadel-

phia Diversity Law Group Alumni Asso-
ciation (Co-President, 2019 – Present); 
American Bar Association Business Law 
Section Lawyers with Disabilities In-
volvement Subcommittee (Vice Chair, 
2019 – Present).

Candidate Statement: “I have served as 
Section Representative to the Board of 
Governors throughout 2021, and I look 
forward to hopefully continuing to serve 
the members of the Bar Association and 
legal community at large as an elected 
member of the Board of Governors be-
ginning in 2022.  As a first-generation 
attorney and experienced leader within 
the Bar Association, I understand the 
importance of the community that the 
Association provides attorneys and law 
students of all ages and backgrounds. If 
afforded the opportunity, I hope to con-
tinue and expand upon the work of the 
Governors before me on matters such as 
increasing diversity, equity, and inclusion 
in the profession, growing the member-
ship of our Association, and engaging 
with the Philadelphia community.”

Michael N. Huff

Professional Background: State and 
Federal Criminal Defense Attorney, 
Solo-Practitioner.  Widener University 
School of Law - 1994.

Activities:  Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion, Pennsylvania Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers, and Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jer-
sey.  I was presented with the Award for 
Courage by the ACDL-NJ for my rep-
resentation of a criminal defendant in a 
high profile case in the Camden Federal 
Court.  I was the Course Planner and 
Presenter of the CLE “What Pennsylva-
nia Attorneys Need to Know About New 
Jersey Criminal Practice” for the PBI. I 
am a member of many grassroots orga-
nizations including Reclaim Philadelphia 
and Neighborhood Networks.  These or-
ganizations focus on voter registration, 
getting out the vote and electoral politics 
through text messaging, phone banking 
and knocking on doors.  I am a member 
of Up Against the Law Legal Collective 
- a group of pro bono criminal defense 
attorneys who volunteer their time de-
fending activists arrested for non-violent, 

peaceful protesting.  

Candidate Statement: “I want to be a 
voice for solo practitioners and small 
firm criminal defense attorneys.  I’d like 
to bring my enthusiasm for political 
activism and community service to the 
Board of Governors.”

Stephen T. Kulp (he/him)

Professional Background: Civil 
Litigation Defense Associate. Delany Law, 
Drexel Kline School of Law. 

Activities: Philadelphia LGBTQ Bar 
Association: Chair; Philadelphia Bar 
Association: Committee Member, 
LGBTQ Rights and Diversity in the 
Profession; Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association of Pennsylvania: Member; 
Philadelphia Association of Defense 

Counsel: LGBTQ Liaison; Drexel Kline 
School of Law: Member of Alumni 
Council; International Association of 
LGBTQ+ Judges: 2021 Friendship and 
Ally Awardee; Drexel University: 2021 
“40 under 40” Inductee.

Candidate’s Statement:  One of the 
core principles of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association is a commitment to advancing 
diversity and inclusion in the profession; 
to promote and celebrate our members 
so that everyone is valued and has equal 
opportunity to fully participate and 
succeed in the profession. I am running 
for the Board of Governors to bring my 
voice to the table to broaden insights and 
encourage positive change, allyship, and 
understanding across our communities. 
I promise to be that voice at the table 
and develop meaningful ways to recruit 
and elevate diverse voices within our 

Huff Kulp Nikitenko

HoltzheimerBraveman

Smith-PearsonSato
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membership. I commit to highlighting 
plans and programs that promote the 
affinity bar associations and support their 
members’ mission and purpose.

Bethany R. Nikitenko

Professional Background: Partner, 
Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter 
Tanner Weinstock & Dodig LLP, Temple 
University James E. Beasley School of 
Law. 

Activities: Philadelphia Bar Association: 
Board of Governors (2021); Vice Chair, 
Young Lawyers Division (2021); Bench 
Bar Committee Member (2021); Board 
Observer Program Participant (2021); 
Executive Committee, Young Lawyers 
Division (2020 to present); Mentor, 
Mentorship Program (2019 to present).  
Acting Committee Chair, Women 
Owned Law (2021 to present); Small 
and Solo Committee Chair, Philadelphia 
Trial Lawyers (2018 to 2019); Editorial 
Board Member, Young Lawyer, Legal 
Intelligencer (2016 to 2020); Vice 
President, American Jewish Committee, 
Philadelphia Chapter (2015 to present); 

Development Committee Member, 
Women Against Abuse (2015 to present); 
Volunteer, Philly VIP (2015 to present).   

Candidate’s Statement:  “It has been a 
privilege to serve the Bar Association as 
both a member of the Board of Governors 
and as Vice Chair of the Young Lawyers 
Division.  In these roles, I have been 
instrumental in creating programming 
in the areas of legal education and 
professional development.  It is my desire 
to remain an active member of the Board 
of Governors with a focus on developing 
innovating programming to address 
the unique challenges encountered by 
new attorneys and women in the legal 
profession.”

Nan Sato

Professional Background: Special 
Counsel, Fisher Phillips LLP; University 
of Illinois College of Law.

Activities: Former co-chair, Internation-
al Law Section of Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation; Board Member and Chair of 
Corporate Programs Committee, Japan 

American Society of Greater Philadel-
phia; Board member, Japan Society of 
Philadelphia; Advisor, Chester County 
Economic Development Council Di-
versity Equity & Inclusion Committee; 
Member, International Association of 
Young Lawyers. 

Candidate’s Statement: “As an interna-
tional employment lawyer who has lived 
and worked in several countries, I hope to 
bring a unique perspective to the Board 
of Governors and help the Bar Associa-
tion raise its international profile.  My 
plan is to: (1) raise awareness of the Bar 
Association among local business organi-
zations and minority groups; (2) increase 
membership and participation among 
attorneys from diverse backgrounds; and 
(3) enhance the Bar Association’s name 
recognition globally by building collab-
orative relationships with international 
bar associations.”  

Arly Smith-Pearson

Professional Background: Staff Attor-
ney at Philadelphia Legal Assistance and 
Supervising Attorney of the Drexel Civil 

Litigation Field Clinic. Tulane Univer-
sity School of Law. 

Activities:  Philadelphia Bar Association 
Board of Governors, Public Interest Sec-
tion Representative 2020-Present, Public 
Interest Section, Chair 2020, Vice-Chair 
2019, Executive Committee Member 
2017-2018, Young Lawyers Division, Fi-
nancial Secretary 2019, Executive Com-
mittee Member 2018-2020, Liaison 
2017, Associates’ Committee, Co-Chair 
2019; Family Law Section Member 
2018-Present, Bar Star Award Recipient, 
2020 and 2019.

Candidate Statement: “Members of the 
legal profession have incredible power 
to create change in our community. As 
a staff attorney at a legal services orga-
nization I commit my legal practice to 
public interest, helping indigent indi-
viduals obtain safety and security. As 
a member of the Board of Governors I 
hope to thoughtfully contribute to con-
tinuing the Association’s long tradition 
of advocating for policies that improve 
the lives of the most vulnerable in our 
community.”

ELECTION 2021

Providing The Finest 
Healthcare Services Available 

In The Tri-State Area

Northeast
215.535.5300

Philadelphia
215.551.3720

Delaware County
610.532.0657

Delaware
302.575.1145

www.1800painteam.com

Pain Management 
& MRI
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ELECTIONS 2021

Ten Candidates Running for 7 Seats on 
YLD Executive Committee
Olutola (Joyce) Adelugba 

Professional Background: Docu-
ment Review Attorney, at Consilio; 
John Marshall Law School 

Activities: Buck County Bar As-
sociation Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee, Philly VIP Volunteer 
Attorney, ACLU of Pennsylvania - 
Philadelphia member

Candidate’s Statement: I have al-
ways had a strong passion for com-
munity service, and diversity aware-
ness. As a young lawyer I believe that 
we have a duty to be effect change 
responsibly with a look toward the 
future. The Pandemic allowed us 
to witness just how malleable our 
profession can be. Emerging out of 
the pandemic safety protocols, the 
significance of the connections we 
make , the relationships we foster, 
and civility we exhibit, are essential in 
creating a strong foundation as young 
lawyers within this honored profession.  
As a millennial I experienced a world 
where news circuits were the king of 
media, while currently living in a world 
where  Instagram and  TikTok dominate. 
My goal is to create a bridge connect-
ing  the traditions of the oldest bar as-
sociation in this country and its newest 
members. If elected to The Philadelphia 
Bar Associations YLD executive board,  I 
look forward to promulgating the cur-
rent members initiatives, while simul-
taneous incorporating my passion for 
serving the community, diversity, and 
promoting awareness around issues that 
affect young lawyers, and Philadelphia as 
a whole.

Shahirah Brown

Professional Background: Assistant 
General Counsel, School District of 
Philadelphia, Widener University Dela-
ware Law School

Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division; 
Volunteer Tutor, Achieve Now; Volun-
teer, Philly Youth; 2020-2021 Record-
ing secretary, National Bar Association 
Women Lawyers Division

Candidate’s Statement: “As a Phila-
delphia native, I experienced first-hand 
the importance of adequate legal rep-
resentation in the community. This ex-
perience fueled my desire to study law 
in order gain a better understanding of 
how to address the legal issues and the 
lack of services within the community. 
Throughout my legal career, I partici-
pated in several outreach events that af-
forded me the opportunity to foster re-
lationships with individuals within the 
Philadelphia community that ultimately 
changed their circumstances. Likewise, I 
provided legal education to community 
members and resources to connect the 
community to the means to obtain their 
needs. Becoming a member of the YLD 
Executive Committee will afford me the 
opportunity to continue providing my 
experience and passion for furthering the 
interest of individuals both within the 
legal profession and in the community. 
My hope is to continue being the change 
I want to see!”

Antima Chakraborty

Professional Background: Trial Attor-
ney, The Law Offices of Jared S. Zafran, 
LLC; Named Top 40 Under 40 Trial 
Attorney 2020, National Trial Lawyers; 
Temple University Beasley School of Law
 
Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 

Association Young Lawyers Division; 
Member, National Trial Lawyers; Danc-
er, Usiloquy Dance Company; Instruc-
tor, Philly Dance Fitness
 
Candidate Statement: “If given the 
opportunity to be a Board Member for 
YLD, I will devote my attention to out-
reach opportunities for the legal commu-
nity and for the Philadelphia commu-
nity at large. Working together with my 
colleagues, I will seek to increase YLD 
member engagement, expand healthy 
resources for young lawyers; foster com-
munity service and outreach, expand 
professional networking and civility, 
and foster community building. Each of 
these goals will be expanded upon and 
executed through careful, doable plans 
that are meaningful and easy to partici-
pate in by all members.”

Nikia Clark

Professional Background: Assistant 
City Solicitor, Code and Public Nui-
sance, Litigation Unit-City of Philadel-
phia Law Department; LaSalle Univer-
sity; Rutgers Law School
 
Activities: National Bar Association, 
Women Lawyers Division-Philadelphia 
Chapter, Corresponding Secretary 2020-
2021 & 2021-2022

 

Candidate’s Statement: “As a first-gener-
ation attorney, and Philadelphia native, I 
look forward to continuing my service to 
the city that inspired my pursuit in law as 
a member of the Philadelphia Bar Asso-
ciation, Young Lawyers Division. Service 
is the foundation to leadership. Bar asso-
ciations have always served as a resource 
for me during my law school career and 
as a practicing attorney. My goals are to 
focus on: mentoring for young attorneys, 
with a heightened focus on diverse, first-
generation attorneys who have overcome 
unique barriers in their legal careers; at-
torney mental well-being; reducing bar-
riers for young attorneys entering the 
legal field; and community service efforts 
in the city of Philadelphia. If elected, I 
am excited to further these goals with 
the Philadelphia Bar Association, Young 
Lawyers Division.”

Caroline Curley

Professional Background: Deputy City 
Solicitor, Philadelphia Law Department, 
Code & Public Nuisance Litigation 
Unit; Boston University School of Law.

Activities: Philly VIP Attorney, Volun-
teer; Philadelphia Bar Association Pub-
lic Interest Committee, Member; Young 
Lawyers Division, Member.

Brown Chakraborty Clark Curley

Lopez Robinson

Adelugba

FitzpatrickDiColoDeGroote
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Candidate’s Statement: “For the past 
five years I have dedicated my legal ca-
reer in Philadelphia to serving the pub-
lic interest. Working as an attorney for 
the City of Philadelphia, first in the Law 
Department’s Child Welfare Unit and 
now in the Code & Public Nuisance 
Litigation Unit, I have gained first-hand 
knowledge of the City’s areas of highest 
need. My hope is to bring this knowledge 
to YLD to encourage and promote pub-
lic interest opportunities to our young-
est members. These experiences not only 
provide critical services to fellow Phila-
delphians, they also are invaluable learn-
ing and confidence-building opportuni-
ties for all attorneys. Additionally, I am 
also aware that many attorneys working 
in government and public interest sec-
tors can sometimes shy away from Bar 
membership. Through YLD, I hope to 
connect the young attorneys in these 
sectors to the greater Philadelphia legal 
community. I am honored to be consid-
ered for service on the YLD Executive 
Committee.”

Kiersty M. DeGroote

Professional Background: Associate, 
Bochetto & Lentz, P.C., Law Clerk, 
Twenty-third Judicial Circuit of Vir-
ginia, Washington & Lee School of Law. 

Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division; 
Member, Justinian Society of Philadel-
phia; Member, Philadelphia Lawyer’s 
Club; Member, The Raven Society of 
the Free Library of Philadelphia. 

Candidate’s Statement: “Though I 
grew up in Philadelphia, returning as a 
practicing attorney gave me first-hand 
insight into the importance of build-
ing meaningful relationships in the le-
gal profession. Engaging with our peers 
is vital to expanding our perspectives 
and our careers. Likewise, exposure to 
more experienced attorneys is critical in 
helping us develop our own character, 
practices, and knowledge. My goal is to 
expand these interactions in a way that 
encourages lawyers both inside and out-
side of the Young Lawyers Division to 
learn from one another. I will guide our 
members toward increased engagement 
with peers and a positive experience 
within their own professional develop-
ment, using skills I have developed in 
my own career advocating on behalf of 
a wide range of clients in an even wider 
range of practice areas.” 

Jackie DiColo

Professional Background: Associate, 
Sweeney & Sheehan, PC; Drexel Uni-
versity, Thomas R. Kline School of Law.

Activities: Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion, Philadelphia Bar Association, New 
Jersey State Bar Association, Justinian 
Society of Greater Philadelphia, South 
Jersey Claims Association, Philadelphia 
Loss Conference, Drexel Kline Inn of 
Court, University of Delaware Alumni 
Club, Philadelphia Area Disc Alliance.

Candidate’s statement: “I think that 
the bar association provides great op-
portunities for young lawyers to connect 
with a network, grow in their careers, 
and give back to the community. I hope 
to help communicate to young attor-
neys all that the bar association has to 
offer, find ways to better engage young 
attorneys, and build a community that 
supports young attorneys in all the ways 
new attorneys need.”

Samantha Fitzpatrick

Professional Background: Associate, 
Marks, O’Neill, O’Brien, Doherty & 
Kelly, P.C.; Villanova University Charles 
Widger School of Law.

Activities: Member, Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia; Treasurer, National 
Bar Association Women Lawyers Di-
vision – Philadelphia Chapter; Board 
Member, Villanova Law Minority 
Alumni Society.

Candidate’s Statement: “Connection 
is an essential component to all success.  
As young lawyers, the support offered by 
our peers and guidance offered by our 
seasoned colleagues promote our growth 
within the profession.  For that reason, 
as a member of the Young Lawyers Di-
vision’s Executive Committee, I plan to 
create opportunities that would engage 
young Philadelphia attorneys and cre-
ate opportunities for networking and 
mentoring. Further, I look forward to 
advancing the YLD’s Pro Bono efforts 
as our local community reels from the 
effects of gun violence and the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.  I envision a 
more diverse, active, and visible YLD in 
the years to come.”

Isabel C. Naveira López

Professional Background: Associ-
ate, Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin 
& Schiller; Law Clerk, United States 
District Court for the District of New 
Jersey (Camden); Villanova University 
Charles Widger School of Law. 

Activities: Board Member, Hispanic 
Bar Association of Pennsylvania (“HBA-
PA”); Secretary, HBA-PA’s Legal Educa-
tion Fund; Member, Philadelphia Bar 

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Annual Election of officers and members 
of the Board of Governors will be conducted in 2021 via online ballot. Of-
ficers to be elected are vice chancellor, secretary, treasurer, assistant secretary 
and assistant treasurer for a term of one year each; and five members of the 
Board of Governors for a term of three years each. 

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division Annual Election 
of Executive Committee members will be conducted in 2021 via online bal-
lot. Ten members are running for seven available seats on the YLD Executive 
Committee. Committee members serve three-year terms. 

According to Article V, Section 5.8.1, “If there is a contest for any office 
to be filled, the election shall be conducted electronically over the Internet 
pursuant to procedures established by the Board to preserve the confidential-
ity of the Member’s vote and the integrity of the voting process. The position 
of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by lot. The drawing of lots 
shall be conducted by the Judge of Elections on or before November 10 of 
each year in the presence of the nominees and/or their representatives. The 
form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board.” 

Members will receive their ballots in an email on Monday, Nov. 22 with 
instructions. Online voting will end on Monday, Dec. 13 at 5:30 p.m. 

Vice Chancellor, Board Members and 
YLD Executive Committee Contested

Vice Chancellor  
Jennifer S. Coatsworth 
Katayun (Kathy) Jaffari 

Secretary 
Michael J. Stackow 

 
Assistant Secretary 

Diane Penneys Edelman  

Treasurer  
Matthew S. Olesh 

 

Assistant Treasurer 
Dino Privitera  

Board of Governors  

William S. Braveman 
Ernest Holtzheimer 

Michael Huff 
Stephen T. Kulp 

Bethany Nikitenko 
Nan Sato 

Arly Smith-Pearson 

Candidates for Officers and Board of 
Governors

Olutola (Joyce) Adelugba 
Shahirah Brown 

Antima Chakraborty 
Nikia Clark 

Caroline Curley 
Kiersty DeGroote 
Jacqueline DiColo 

Samantha J. Fitzpatrick 
Isabel C. Naveira Lopez 

Sarah Robinson 

Note: Only members in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers 
Division may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division 
if (1) they have not yet reached or reached the age of 40, or (2) they have not 
yet reached or reached the third anniversary of their first admission to the bar 
of any state.

Candidates for YLD Executive  
Committee

continued on page 23
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PRO BONO SPOTLIGHT - THE PUBLIC INTEREST LAW CENTER

n   By Alex Bowerman

It has been our tremendous honor to join the Law 
Center, the City of Philadelphia, CeaseFirePA, and 
12 brave residents of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh in 
challenging Pennsylvania’s firearm preemption laws. For 
too long we have seen news reports of young lives lost 
to gun violence in our city, so we could not pass up the 
chance to do something about it.  

Our work began long before filing. We all knew 
the facts: (i) gun violence is maybe the most serious 
public health problem in low-income communities of 
color, which is really saying something almost two years 
into a pandemic; (ii) anti-trafficking regulations (like 
permit-to-purchase requirements or bulk-purchasing 
restrictions) would reduce the supply of illegal guns 
and save lives, but; (iii) the General Assembly has 
handicapped local governments by blocking virtually all 
local gun regulation, all while blocking similar efforts at 
the state level. So, we dove into the law. Together with 
our brilliant colleagues at the Law Center and the City 
Law Department, we racked our brains and scoured our 
(electronic) libraries to build a legal strategy to right the 
Commonwealth’s constitutional wrong. 

Then came the clients. We knew the Law Center 
had a strong ground game; we expected they could find 
plaintiffs for impact litigation. We could never have 
expected the heroes who signed up with us: Twelve 

people ready to put on paper and tell on the stand the 
stories of how their children, grandchildren, or other 
loved ones were shot and killed, often on their street or 
their front porch, and how they now live in grief and in 
fear of the next shooting. We could never have expected 
their courage, refusing to let their government render 
them powerless to protect their communities. 

Our case in the Commonwealth Court is in its 

early stages, but even making it this far has taken a 
tremendous effort from many people. The Petition for 
Review alone was a monumental task. In addition to our 
clients’ experiences with gun violence, we marshalled 
statistics and public health research to demonstrate that 
the preemption of local gun regulations has increased 
the risks of gun violence, especially for Black and 
Hispanic Pennsylvanians. We then litigated preliminary 
objections. We filed a 20,000-word brief covering 
a wide range of complex issues. This June, the Court 
heard argument on the Respondents’ preliminary 
objections, allotting 30 minutes per side — double the 
normal amount. This was an extraordinary experience 
for me personally: my first argument in Commonwealth 
Court, in front of an active en banc panel, on a case of 
monumental importance. The preparation was intense. 
But each step of the way, we have seen an outpouring of 
support.  

Obviously, our colleagues at the Law Center and the 
city are indispensable. We are also grateful for the many 
amici around the Commonwealth supporting our cause. 
We are inspired to continue this good work and to fight 
for our clients to have their day in court.  

Alex Bowerman is a senior associate Hogan Lovells. He 
recently served as a panelist at a Take Action Philly event 
focused on causes and possible solutions to gun violence in 
Philadelphia.  

Gun Violence in Pennsylvania, a Public Health and 
Civil Right Crisis

“Our case in the Commonwealth Court is in 
its early stages, but even making it this far 
has taken a tremendous effort from many 

people.” 

Business Law Section 
Ivelisse (Evy) Cruz
Joseph Goldstein

Criminal Justice Section
Andrew Wellbrock 
Troy H. Wilson

Family Law Section
Leslie Allen
Nadège Tandoh

Probate and Trust Law Section
Bess Collier
Rosalind Karlin

Public Interest Section
Vikram A. Patel 
Arly Smith-Pearson

Real Property Section
Winifred Branton 
Joseph Jampel

State Civil Litigation Section
Hon. Denis P. Cohen
Kathleen Kirkpatrick

Tax Section
Andrea Monroe 
Michael Tang

Workers’ Compensation Section
Kaitlin Files 
Alexis Handrich 

Young Lawyers Division
Candice Kearney
Joanna Klein

Congratulations to our  
2021 Bar Stars! 
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DLSC IN THE COMMUNITY: PENNSYLVANIA INNOCENCE PROJECT

n By Nilam A. Sanghvi

In 2009, the Pennsylvania Innocence Project opened its 
doors, having already received hundreds of letters from 
incarcerated individuals claiming innocence and seeking 
assistance. Since that time, the number of letters received 
has grown to over 6,000. The vast majority of these letters 
come from people of color, particularly Black men from 
Philadelphia. 

By 2021, we had achieved 20 exonerations statewide, 
12 for Philadelphia clients. These results came about 
through hard-fought battles, often involving years of 
litigation. This means that innocent men and women, 
already wrongly convicted and incarcerated, remained 
in our state prisons for years longer as they fought to 
have their claims heard through Pennsylvania’s onerous 
post-conviction process. This experience, unfortunately, 
reflects a nationwide struggle. According to a 2017 
report from the National Registry of Exonerations, it 
takes 11.2 years on average for an innocent white man 
to be exonerated and even longer, 14.2 years on average, 
for an innocent Black man to be exonerated. And, of 
course, there are innocent people in prison for whom 
exoneration never comes because they lose their post-
conviction challenges, often on procedural grounds. 

Recently, however, we have started to see glimmers 
of hope that the adversarial and lengthy nature of post-
conviction litigation has started to change to allow 

claims to be looked at more quickly, with an open mind, 
and with fewer procedural hurdles. These glimmers 
can be traced to two key attributes — persistence and 
collaboration. 

First, the old saying that persistence pays off has 
proven true. For years, we and others, including the 
Pennsylvania Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 
ACLU-PA, and pro bono attorneys from law firms 
across the state have sought, through our own cases and 
amicus work, to broaden the Pennsylvania appellate 
courts’ interpretation of the timing provisions of the Post 
Conviction Relief Act. Historically, PCRA petitions were 
almost routinely denied based on findings that petitioners 
could have found favorable evidence sooner, had they 
simply looked for it. Thanks to the persistent work on 

this issue by the Project and others, our Supreme Court 
has recognized that indigent, incarcerated individuals 
do not have the same access to information or ability to 
search for evidence as members of the public. This has 
led to courts being more willing to hear the merits of our 
clients’ claims, rather than dismissing them as untimely. 

Second, another old adage is teamwork makes the 
dream work. Since the Philadelphia District Attorney’s 
Office established a robust Conviction Integrity Unit in 
2018, we have seen over 20 Philadelphians exonerated, 
and others have been able to resolve their cases in ways 
that lessen their sentences and allow them to return 
home. We are lucky to have six Project clients among 
those exonerees. What this experience has shown us 
is that an adversarial criminal justice process is not 
necessary or just. When prosecutors are willing to take 
an open-minded look at potential wrongful convictions 
and provide the defense with access to case files, innocent 
people can receive relief more quickly. While we do not 
always agree with the CIU on a particular case, we know 
that the process will be thorough and fair.  

We are hopeful that these positive trends will 
continue, allowing more innocent people to achieve 
justice, and will continue our persistent and collaborative 
work to make this happen.  

Nilam A. Sanghvi is the legal director of the Pennsylvania 
Innocence Project. 

Achieving Justice through Persistence and 
Collaboration 

“When prosecutors are willing to take an 
open-minded look at potential wrongful 

convictions and provide the defense with 
access to case files, innocent people can 

receive relief more quickly.” 

Monday, December, 13  
at 4:30 p.m. 
The Bellevue Hotel

2021 ANNUAL MEETING: 
Embracing  
New Traditions

•	 Introducing our 95th 
Chancellor, Wesley R. 
Payne, IV

•	 Honoring the winners of 
the 2021 Citizens Bank 
Achievement Award and 
the Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor Award

•	 Celebrating our 2021 
50- and 60-year Club 
members, and more!
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QUICK BITES: A-KITCHEN 

n   By Lee A. Schwartz

Do yourself a favor, do your loved one a favor, and 
pick up your cell phone now and make a reservation at 
A-Kitchen. Simply put, I doubt you will regret it. 

A-Kitchen is simply a gem. Located in the AKA 
Rittenhouse Hotel, Chef Eli Collins, previously of 
Audrey Claire fame, is cooking what is best described 
as French inspired American cuisine. My Trusted 
Companion and I have eaten at A-Kitchen over the 
years, and it never disappoints. The simple question is 
which aspect of the restaurant is more impressive, the 
food or the wine list? It would be an interesting debate. 
Wine Enthusiast magazine, this year, named A-Kitchen 
one of the “50 Wine Restaurants we love” and one of the 

Whose Burden Is It Anyway? Burden Shifting 
When Lack of Standing Is Asserted On A Motion 
To Dismiss

QUICK TIP: USI AFFINITY - MY BENEFIT ADVISOR

Visit A-Kitchen for Unique Drinks and Food That 
Never Disappoints

“Top 100 Wine Restaurants.” This was not because of a 
gargantuan 30,000 or 50,000-bottle cellar, but because 
of the unusual finds that are available both by the glass 
or bottle. 

On our most recent visit, we started with chickpea 
panisse. Calling it a chickpea dish doesn’t do this 
phenom justice. It is a soft pillow of very lightly fried 
squares of chickpea puree, served with summer squash, 
badger flame beets, eggplant tahina and chevre. While 
everything we had on this visit was superb, this was 
clearly the highlight of the evening. You simply can’t 
miss it. 

We also enjoyed the chicken liver mousse. It was 
garnished with peach mustard and pickled vegetables. 
Absolutely spot on. If you love chicken liver, this is your 

At the outset of liti-
gation, a New York 
court may be called 
upon to determine 
whether a person 
seeking relief from the 
court is a proper party 
to request adjudica-
tion. This important 

aspect of a person’s ability to seek relief in court is referred 
to as standing - a threshold determination that allows a 
litigant access to the courts to adjudicate the merits of 
a particular dispute.[1] Thus, the affirmative defense of 
lack of standing is well-known powerful tool in a defense 
lawyer’s arsenal when considering a motion to dismiss.

For more information about insurance, visit the Philadelphia 
Bar Association Insurance Exchange at www.usiaffinityex.com/
PhiladelphiaBar. For Lawyers’ Professional Liability and other busi-
ness coverage, you can continue to visit the regular Philadelphia Bar 
Association Insurance Program website at www.mybarinsurance.com/
PhiladelphiaBar. If you’d like to talk to someone about insurance and 
benefits options for Philadelphia Bar Association members, call USI 
Affinity Benefit Specialists at 1-855-874-0267. For over 75 years, the 
divisions of USI Affinity have developed, marketed and administered 
insurance and financial programs that offer affinity clients and their 
members unique advantages in coverage, price and service. As the 
endorsed broker of the Philadelphia Bar Association and more than 30 
other state and local bar associations and with more than 30,000 attor-
neys insured, USI Affinity has the experience and know-how to navi-
gate the marketplace and design the most comprehensive and innova-
tive insurance and benefits packages to fit a firm’s individual needs.

For more, visit https://insurancefocus.usiaffinity.com 

deal. 
Our son, Josh, raves about the octopus lyonnaise. 

Josh and his lovely wife Diane are octopus devotees, 
as I am. I haven’t enjoyed this version yet, but will on 
our next visit. Josh knows his eight-legged mollusks. I 
always trust his judgment. 

For dinner, my Trusted Companion dined on 
the grilled swordfish, accompanied by bomba rice, 
heirloom beans, chanterelle mushrooms and holy basil. 
There may not be a better swordfish entree in Philly. It 
was perfectly prepared and delicious.  

I ordered the cheeseburger. Philly is certainly a 
burger town. We are spoiled by a number of restaurants 
offering outstanding burgers. This one ranks up with 
any of them. A double patty on a soft sesame roll, with 
American cheese and dijonnaise. It was wonderful. 

For beverages, I started with a cocktail, the Bear 
Market. You’d better like pepper to drink this one. 
Tequila, lime, paprika, agave, and with Aleppo pepper 
on the rim. This is not meant for the faint of heart. My 
Trusted Companion had a beautify Sauvignon Blanc 
by the glass, from the Loire Valley in France. After my 
cocktail, I enjoyed a beautiful Malbec, Forastero from 
Mendoza, which was so good I had two glasses. 

Dessert was not in the cards as we were very content. 
A-Kitchen is located at 135 S. 18th St. Seating is indoors 
and outdoors. Reservations are certainly recommended. 
The natural wine list is not to be missed. If you are with 
a party of four or more, order by the bottle. There are 
many more choices. We give A-Kitchen four gavels on 
the four gavel scale. It’s that good. 
  
Lee A. Schwartz (LAS@LeeASchwartz.com) is the owner of 
Schwartz Law Firm, LLC.
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Chicken liver mousse Grilled swordfish The cheeseburger
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People

“People” highlights news of members’ awards, honors or appointments of a community or civic nature. Send news to Brittany Anne 
Robertson, communications associate at the Philadelphia Bar Association, at brobertson@philabar.org.

Priscilla J. (“Sally”) 
Mattison,  of counsel 
to Bernard M. Resnick, 
Esq., P.C., presented an 
entertainment lawyer’s 
point of view on “The 
Role of Lawyers in 
Promoting Sustainability 
and Addressing Climate 
Change:  A U.S. 
Perspective”, an online 

panel hosted by the Rotary Club of Ara Damansara 
(Malaysia).

James C. Schwartzman,  
partner at Stevens & Lee, 
has been Elected President 
Judge of the Pennsylvania 
Court of Judicial 
Discipline..

Danielle M. Yacono,  of 
Hamburg, Rubin, Mullin, 
Maxwell & Lupin, has 
recently joined the firm as 
an associate.

YLD Executive Committee
continued from page19

Association (“PBA”); HBA-PA Liaison, Philadelphia 
Bar Association Young Lawyers Division Executive 
Committee.

Candidate’s Statement: “As a young lawyer actively 
involved in the Hispanic Bar Association of Pennsyl-
vania, I recognize and have experienced first-hand the 
impact bar associations have on young lawyers and the 
community as a whole. I have also had the chance to 
meet and work with the passionate and hard working 
individuals that currently form a part of the Executive 
Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Division. If elected, my goals are to: (1) en-
courage all young lawyers, with an emphasis on diverse 
young lawyers, to become active members of the Phila-
delphia Bar Association; (2) promote strong physical 
and mental health among young lawyers by expand-
ing the availability of healthy resources; (3) strengthen 
our ties to the community by organizing and attending 
community service events; and (4) build strong rela-
tionships among young lawyers by planning network-
ing and mentoring events. With these goals in mind, I 
believe I will be able to make a meaningful impact on 
young lawyers and the legal profession as a whole.”   

Sarah Robinson

Professional Background: Staff Attorney, Philadelphia 
Legal Assistance; Villanova University Charles Widger 
School of Law. 

Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division (2016-present); Member, 
Philadelphia Bar Association Family Law Section 
(2019-present); Legislative Liaison, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Public Interest Section Executive Com-
mittee; Founding Member, Emerging Leaders Steering 
Committee for JustPhilly; Volunteer, Philadelphia Law-
yers for Social Equity (2016-2019); Legal Observer, 
National Lawyers Guild of Philadelphia (2020-present)
 
Candidate’s Statement:  “In my short five years as a 
Philadelphia lawyer, I have had the opportunity to liti-
gate in both our civil and criminal courts on behalf of 
some of the most marginalized residents of our city. 
First, as an Assistant Public Defender in a problem-
solving court, and currently as a family law attorney for 
survivors of domestic violence. From this vantage point, 
I have felt privileged, time and time again, to be able to 
practice law alongside (and against) other members of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association. I truly value being a 
part of this historical, rich, and enriching community. 
As a devoted public interest attorney, I am excited to 
match the skillset and principles which guide my prac-
tice to the goals and activities of the Young Lawyer Di-
vision. Thank you for your consideration of my candi-
dacy for the YLD Executive Committee.”
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Celebrating Our 2021 Leadership 
Thank You for All You Do!
—the Philadelphia Bar Association staff




