
by Robert Nigro

Association Chancellor
Doreen S. Davis has chal-
lenged the Philadelphia
Common Pleas Court’s plan
to dismantle the court’s
appointed attorney system
for indigents and possibly
turn the process over to an
outside bidder. Davis also
pledged the Bar’s continuing
cooperation with the court to
make the system better for
lawyers and their clients.

Through the system, more
than 14,000 cases affecting
indigent Philadelphians are
referred to as few as 500
court-appointed lawyers who
agree to represent their
assigned clients at signifi-
cantly reduced fixed rates.

About 52 percent of the
cases involve adult criminal
defendants. Another 40 per-
cent involve juvenile delin-
quency and dependency
issues in the Family Court.
The remaining cases involve

lesser offenses in Municipal
Court.

Problems in the System
Funding for the system

has been cut from about $9.5
million annually in 1993 to
about $7.5 million today.

Speaking to Criminal
Justice Section members on
Sept. 26, Section Chair Isla A.
Fruchter said that during the
last six years, other changes
in the 15-year old system
“have not been good” for

lawyers taking cases or their
clients. The lawyers, who
have accepted cuts in their
fees, have complained at least
since 1993 about an increas-
ing caseload and late pay-
ment of fees.

Davis says that some
lawyers in the system also
report that they have not
been provided with the
resources to hire the needed
experts and investigators in
many of the cases.

Bar Urges Court: Don’t Broker Rights
of Indigent Clients to Outside Bidders
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On Sept. 28, the Board of Governors
continued the Barwide discussion of
the court-appointed counsel fees mat-
ter. The policy-making body also
adopted a resolution opposing Penn-
sylvania House Bill 43, which would
abolish common law marriage in Penn-
sylvania, and did not adopt another
resolution in support of the bill.

In other action, the Board 
adopted the State Civil and Federal
Courts committees’ proposed Principles
of Professionalism, approved the 
addition of the city solicitor to the Bar’s
Commission on Judicial Selection and
Retention and revised bylaws for the
Business Law Section. The Board also
heard a presentation by the Steering
Committee on Increasing the Recruit-
ment and Retention of Minority
Attorneys in Large Philadelphia Law
Firms and received a report on the
recent annual meeting of the American
Bar Association and its House of
Delegates, submitted by Abraham C.
Reich and Francis P. Devine III, the
Association’s ABA delegates.

Before the discussion on the counsel
fees matter, Bar Vice Chancellor Allan
H. Gordon said that comments dis-

paraging the court made by some who
attended the Bar’s Sept. 19 meeting to
discuss the issue were “entirely inap-
propriate” and that he disavowed him-
self of them. While the Bar may dis-
agree with the court on the issue,
Gordon said, it is “inexcusable” to insult
court officials. Gordon added that the
comments did not reflect the Bar’s view
of the situation. Chancellor Doreen S.
Davis agreed that personal attacks were
not appropriate. 

Several Board members contributed
to the discussion. Among them, former
Criminal Justice Section Chair Jack
Myers said the impasse over fees frus-
trates lawyers who accept cases because
the lawyers often depend on the
income, and in capital cases, must be
highly qualified and experienced and
yet work for little pay.

A story be l ow and the Chancellor’s
column on page two of this edition
detail the Bar’s position on the issue.

Concerning the common law mar-
riage issue, the Board voted 10-16
against, with one abstention, a Family
Law Section resolution supporting
House Bill 43, then voted 14-11, with
one abstention, in favor of a Delivery of
Legal Services Committee resolution
opposing the bill. If the bill is enacted,

no new common law marriages could
be established in Pennsylvania after a
one-year grace period expires.

In presenting the Family Law
Section resolution, section member
Michael L. Viola and Philadelphia
Volunteers for the Indigent Executive
Director Margaret M. deMarteleire pre-
sented opposing views.

Viola said one of the section’s con-
cerns about common law marriage is
the fact that few people, including

some lawyers, understand all the crite-
ria required for such marriages to be
legal. Also, he said, many people who
believe they are married learn they are
not, because they do not meet all crite-
ria. Usually they learn this when the
marriage is tested due to a spouse’s
death, a divorce or when partners try
to obtain government benefits based
on the fact that they are married.

“When someone who thinks they

Board Mulls Fe e s ,
Marriage, Dive r s i t y

During a reception to present the Women in the Profession Committee’s
Family-Friendly Awards, Committee Co-Chair Carol Nelson Shepherd (left) gives
the award to Joni J. Berner (center) and Margaret Klaw, partners in the law firm
of Berner & Klaw, which received the award in the small-firm category. A story
and another photo reporting on the event is published on page 10 of this issue.

Bar Honors Family-Friendly Firms

continued on page 15
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by Doreen S. Davis

I’ve said it before but it bears
repeating.

We want to see the matter of court-
appointed attorneys fees resolved. 

We want to see it resolved for all
attorneys who accept such appoint-
ments, be they civil or criminal in
Municipal, Common Pleas and Family
Court. We want to see the matter
resolved fairly. We want to see it
resolved promptly. And, yes, we want
to see it resolved because it is in the
best interest of our members. We’d be
foolish not to support our own mem-
bers who have a right to collect a fair
fee for the work they’ve done. But we
also want the issue resolved because
the prompt and fair resolution of this
matter is clearly in the public interest.

This is a matter that has to do with
access to justice for all our citizens. It is
especially important in Philadelphia
because the need is so great—one out
of three individuals are below the
poverty line. It goes to the heart of
what the justice system is all about. It’s
bedrock. It has to do with the Fifth,
Sixth and 14th Amendments to the
Constitution. People have a right to
due process, to counsel, to equal pro-
tection of the law. That’s what this is all
about.

The arguments I’m making here
aren’t new.

In 1993 our Board of Governors
passed a resolution calling for reform
of the court appointment system, citing
“the lack of timeliness of payment of
experts, investigators and counsel” as
well as “the inadequacy of payment of
experts, investigators and counsel.”
Again in 1995, in another resolution,

we took note of the fact that “the
amount of money being appropriated
for court-appointed counsel fees in the
budget of the First Judicial District of
Pennsylvania is insufficient to satisfy
the financial demands for the services
of court-appointed counsel.” At that
time, mindful of the situation, a “tem-
porary” 5 percent reduction in court
appointment fees was accepted by par-
ticipating lawyers and the Bar Associa-
tion as we expressed our willingness to
work with the court in good faith to
resolve the matter. But later that same
year we were once again forced to
warn the First Judicial District that the
court-appointed attorney system was
still being underfunded, even with the
fee reduction. We pleaded with the
court to expedite the payment of out-
standing fee petitions and bring fund-
ing to appropriate levels to provide
needed representation.

As if all this weren’t enough, the
problem dragged on into 1997 when
our Board had no alternative but to
o p pose further restrictions on the
c o u r t - a p pointed attorney program,
including the court’s policy of non-
p ayment for continuances caused by
the defense, flat-fee provisions for
counsel fees and annual fee restrictions
in child dependency cases. We urged
the First Judicial District “to allow pe r-
manent representation by law yers in
negotiations on court-appointed coun-
sel fees, performance matters and other
matters relevant to the legal profession.”

Our recommendations have been
sound. They have been fair. And I
believe they have been reasonable and
in the best interests of the clients,
including many children and families
who need these services.

But the issue became one of those
leftovers from the previous century
that persisted into the year 2000. So,
with the hope that we might finally be

able to make progress on the court-
appointed attorney issue, in April I
appointed a special committee com-
posed of Bruce A. Franzel, Jules Epstein,
L. Felipe Restrepo and Troy H. Wilson
to work with President Judge Bonavita-
cola and Administrative Judge W.
Herron to try to resolve this matter. I
sought out four highly respected
members of our professional family
who know this issue inside-out to try
to bring us to closure.

I thank my colleagues for their sin-
cere efforts. I deeply appreciate their
help. They did their best. But the mat-
ter remains at an impasse.

That’s why I called a special meet-
ing of all court-appointed attorneys
last month. Once again, we needed to
hear from the people most directly
affected by the current state of affairs.
We are here to represent our members
in their effort to provide fair and just
counsel under the law. Our mission
mandates continued service to the

public and the profession. We told
them that Common Pleas Court Ad-
ministration has announced its inten-
tion to issue a request for proposal
(RFP) seeking private bidders to take
over the administration of court-
appointed counsel fees.

Your Bar Association does not
believe that the rights of indigent indi-
viduals should be brokered away to
the lowest bidder. We fear that is exact-
ly what would happen if the system is
“privatized” via an RFP. By the same
token, at this time we are not ourselves
prepared to assume responsibility for
the appointment system. That system
is and ought to remain the proper
responsibility of government. And it
ought to be properly funded, which it
has not been for many years.

Once again, we are ready to work in
good faith with the courts, with City
Council and even with the mayor if
necessary to resolve the issue.

This is a matter that goes to the
heart of the justice system—equal
access to justice for all.

Doreen S. Davis, partner in the law firm of law firm of
M o n t g o m e r y, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP, is
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. Her e-
mail address is ch a n c e l l o r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .

2 OCTOBER 2000 / BAR REPORTER

F R O N T L I N E

Appointed Attorney Fee Issue Must Be Resolved

Editor-in-Chief
Bruce H. Bikin, Esq.

Associate Editors
Michael A. Cibik, Esq.

Glenn F. Rosenblum, Esq.

Contributing Editor
Richard Max Bockol, Esq.

Advisory Editors
Merih O. Erhan, Esq.
Marc Reuben, Esq.

Director of Publications
Nancy L. Hebble

Managing Editor
Robert Nigro

Copy Editor
Michelle M. Maier

Associate Executive Director
for Communications and Public Affairs

Daniel A. Cirucci

Executive Director
Kenneth Shear

The Philadelphia Bar Report e r (ISSN 0145-3491) is
published monthly and available by subscription for
$45 per year by the Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, PA. 19107-2911.
Periodicals postage paid at Philadelphia, PA. POST-
M A S T E R : Send address changes to Philadelphia Bar
R e p o rt e r, c/o Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11 fl., Philadelphia, PA. 19107-2911.
Telephone: (215) 238-6300. Association Web site:
w w w. p h i l a d e l p h i a b a r. o rg. Newspaper e-mail addre s s :
re p o rt e r @ p h i l a b a r. o rg. The editorial and other views
expressed in the Philadelphia Bar Reporter are not nec-
essarily those of the Association, its officers, or its
members. Advertising rates and information are avail-
able from American Lawyer Media, 1617 JFK Blvd.,
Suite 1750, Philadelphia, PA. 19103-9655. Telephone:
(215) 557-2300.

The Association invites all Bar members to a free
Chancellor’s Forum on the topic “Holocaust Revision or
Holocaust Denial?” on Monday, Oct. 30 at noon in the PBI-
PBEC Education Center on the 10th floor of the Wana-
maker Building. The event offers 1.5 substantive continuing
legal education credits.

The brown-bag lunch program will examine the legal
issues raised by the recent trial in London before Justice
Gray in the High Court’s Queen’s Bench Division. In this
action, the claimant, David Irving, maintained that he had
been libeled in a book entitled Denying the Holocaust: The
Growing Assault on Truth and Memory, written by Professor
Deborah Lipstadt and published by Penguin Books Ltd.

In the British courts it is difficult to defend against a
libel action because the burden that defendants must meet
to prove that their publication was justified is substantial.
Yet, Irving lost at trial as Justice Gray found for the defen-
dants last April. 

Lipstadt and Penguin Books were defended by Richard
Rampton, a senior barrister who is considered an expert in
libel defense, and Heather Rogers. They were assisted by
Tobias Jersak as historical consultant and by several expert

witnesses, among whom was Professor Robert Jan van Pelt,
co-author of Auschwitz: 1270 to the Present.

Rampton, Rogers, Jersak and van Pelt will participate in
the Chancellor’s Forum, which will be moderated by U.S.
District Judge Norma L. Shapiro of the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania.

The defense team consider that the legal, political and
moral issues raised by the case are so important that they
have come to the United States to discuss these matters
before a series of invited audiences in various parts of the
country. Rampton said in his opening statement at trial:
“For if it be right that Mr. Irving, driven by his extremist
views and sympathies, has devoted his energies to the
deliberate falsification of this tragic episode in history, then,
by exposing that dangerous fraud in this court, the defen-
dants may properly be applauded for having performed a
significant public service, not just in this country, but in all
those places in the world where anti-Semitism is waiting to
be fed.”

Advance reservations are required and may be obtained
by calling the Pennsylvania Bar Institute at (800) 247-2724.
Cost for registering for the CLE credits is $35.

Chancellor’s Forum

Holocaust History Explored for CLE Credit on Oct. 30



BAR REPORTER / OCTOBER 2000 3

Bar members are reminded
that there’s still time to regis-
ter for the Association’s Quar-
terly Meeting and Luncheon
on Thursday, Oct. 12 at noon
at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia
at the Bellevue.

Keynote speaker for the
event, which celebrates the
accomplishments of women,
will be Dr. Judith Rodin, the
first alumna to serve as presi-
dent of the University of
Pennsylvania and the first
woman to serve as president
of an Ivy League institution.

Also during the meeting,
the Association will present
the eighth annual Sandra Day
O’Connor Award to Lila G.
Roomberg and its 2000

William J. Brennan Jr. Dis-
tinguished Jurist Award to
U.S. District Chief Judge James
T. Giles.

The O’Connor Award is
given annually by the Women
in the Profession Committee
to an outstanding female
attorney in the Philadelphia
area who exemplifies the
qualities that U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor has exhibited in
her life and work. Roomberg
will be honored for giving her
time and expertise to make
the legal world a better place
for women. Specifically, she is
being recognized as a trail-
blazer known for mentoring
and working to enhance net-

working opportunities for
women lawyers.

The sixth recipient of the
annual Brennan Award, Judge
Giles was appointed to the

bench in 1979. He has decided
criminal and civil cases and
has contributed significantly
to backlog reduction through
trials, decisions on dispositive

motions and mediation and
settlement conferences. He
also has been designated by
the Multi-District Litigation

There’s Still Time to Register for Oct. 12 Quarterly

continued on page 17

Judge James T. Giles Dr. Judith Rodin Lila G. Roomberg



Film director Spike Lee will be the
featured speaker at the Juvenile Law
Center’s 25th anniversary dinner on
Wednesday, Oct. 25 at the Sheraton
Society Hill. Lee’s feature films include
“Do the Right Thing” and “Malcolm X.”

The Juvenile Law Center (JLC) is one
of the oldest public interest law firms
for children in the country. Based in
Philadelphia, JLC advances the rights
and well-being of children in jeopardy.
Its work since 1975 has included:

• Promoting permanent homes for
children through adoption and family
preservation;

• improving conditions in children’s
institutions such as residential treat-
ment facilities and juvenile detention
centers;

• increasing access of foster chil-
dren and delinquent youth to health
care, mental health services, and edu-
cation;

• attacking racial bias in the justice
system;

• ensuring that children and youth
who are victims of child abuse or
neglect, or who are accused of crime,
are treated fairly by the courts;

• and enhancing the quality of

lawyers for children. 
Born in Atlanta and raised in

Brooklyn, Spike Lee attended More-
house College. After graduation, he
continued his education at New York
University’s Tisch School of the Arts in
Manhattan, where he received his
Master of Fine Arts degree in film pro-
duction. Lee then founded 40 Acres
and a Mule Filmworks, based in the
Fort Greene section of Brooklyn, where
he has resided since childhood. 

In addition to his achievements in
feature and documentary films, Spike
Lee has produced and directed numer-
ous music videos and done extensive
commercial work, beginning in 1988
with his Nike Air Jordan campaign. 

One of the highlights of the dinner
will be JLC’s honoring of Philadelphia
Inquirer editor and columnist Acel
Moore. Over a career spanning several
decades, Moore has written about chil-
dren and the justice system. Also hon-
ored at the dinner will be the
Philadelphia-based Independence
Foundation, and the Baltimore-based
Annie E. Casey Foundation. The
Independence Foundation has been a
strong supporter of legal services for

the poor. The Casey Foundation is the
nation’s largest foundation devoted
solely to improving children’s lives.

“The dinner will celebrate the hard
work of one of the finest public inter-
est law firms in the country,” said
Daniel Segal, JLC’s board president and
partner at Hangley Aronchick Segal &
Pudlin. 

The event begins with a reception
at 6 p.m. followed by dinner at 7 p.m.

Tickets for the dinner are $100 per
person. Reservations may be obtained
by contacting JLC by phone at (215)
625-0551 or by e-mail at info@jlc.org.
More information is available on JLC’s
Web site, www.jlc.org.
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Career Planning and Placement
from

Career counseling and résumé review services
by appointment,

Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m. and Fridays from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
at Bar Headquarters.

Learn more at
www.juristaff.com or www.philadelphiabar.org

or call JuriStaff at (215) 751-9100, ext. 301.

All workshops are held on Wednesdays at noon
Bar Headquarters, 10th floor, 1101 Market St.

No reservations required!

• “Job Search Strategy,” Oct. 11
• “Résumé Drafting,” Oct. 18

• “Internet Job Searching,” Oct. 25
• “Preparing a Cover Letter,” Nov. 1

Upcoming workshops:

Check out JuriStaff’s job postings
at Bar Headquarters, www.juristaff.com,

and on the Bar’s Placement Hotline: (215) 238-6329.

Return to:
Professional Liability Seminar
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th floor
Philadelphia, Pa 19107-2911
Forms also may be faxed to (215) 238-1159. Attn: Andrea Morris.

Please register me for the Avoiding Legal Malpractice seminar on Oct. 20.

Name:                                                                                                            

Address:                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                      

Telephone:                                            Fax:                                                   

       A check for $                   , payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association, is
enclosed.

       Please bill my            Visa            MasterCard               American Express

Credit card number:                                       Expiration:                                

Signature:                                                                                                       

Philadelphia Bar Association mem-
bers can save 5 percent on their Asso-
ciation-sponsored Lawyer Professional
Liability Insurance from USI Colburn
Insurance Service and earn two con-
tinuing legal education credits in
ethics when they register for the
upcoming “Avoiding Legal Malprac-
tice” seminar.

The event will be held on Friday,
Oct. 20 from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the
11th floor Conference Center at Bar
Headquarters, 1101 Market St. Regis-
tration and continental breakfast
begin at 8 a.m.

At the seminar, attorneys will hear
about the newest malpractice traps for
attorneys and examine areas of prac-
tice most vulnerable to claims and
high-dollar awards. Attorneys also can
learn about common allegations
against attorneys, review practical tips

for claim avoidance, and find out
what to do in the event of a claim. In
addition, participants can talk with
professionals who can answer their
questions about malpractice insurance
and “claims made” policies.

In order to qualify for the 5 per-
cent credit, a firm of one to three peo-
ple must have at least one attorney
attend. A firm of four or more people
must have 50 percent of the practicing
attorneys attend or a minimum of 25
percent if at least one of the partici-
pants is a partner in the firm.

The seminar is co-sponsored by
the Philadelphia Bar Association and
the Pennsylvania Bar Institute.

Cost is $30 per person, which
includes registration, course materials
and continental breakfast. Registration
may be obtained by completing and
returning the form below.

Liability Seminar O f f e r s
L aw yers Insurance Discount

Philadelphia Bar Foundation Grantee in the Spotlight

Spike Lee Will Speak at JLC’s Anniversary Dinner

Spike Lee
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by Molly Peckman

Although I never appeared before
either professionally, there are two
judges who inspired me and I dedicate
this column to them: Philadelphia
Common Pleas Court Judge Marvin R.
Halbert and U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Judge David A. Scholl. Many articles
have been written about these two
men in the last several months so I
wanted to add another perspective.

I first encountered Judge Halbert in
1986. I was a recent college graduate,
trying to figure out what I wanted to
do when I grew up. That year, my sis-
ter was mugged. The mugger was
arrested and his trial was scheduled
with Judge Halbert presiding. 

Even though my sister was the vic-
tim, we were intimidated while we

waited for the trial to start. We got lost
inside of City Hall and ended up in a
cavernous courtroom. There was the
defendant, who had punched my sister
to get her purse, and his family glaring
at us. His lawyer also stared, waiting to
grill my sister. We had just met our
lawyer, an assistant district attorney,
only moments before. Police officers
were milling about and everyone was
talking loudly. We didn’t even know
where to sit and we certainly didn’t
know what to expect.

The bailiff then said, “All rise.” It was
the first time I ever heard the phrase
uttered live. I remember the rush of
adrenalin I felt as the doors to the
judge’s chambers opened. The court-
room was instantly quiet and Judge
Halbert made his entrance.

I intended to attend the trial to offer

support to my sister, but I ended up
hooked on the law, thanks to the
judge. I thought he was something out
of Central Casting, with his height, dis-
tinguished crop of hair and resonating
voice. He started by introducing him-
self and the trial. He explained every-
thing, every step of the way. He was
respectful to the attorneys, courteous
to his court staff and compassionate to
my sister and the defendant. But he
took the best care of the jury. He made
sure they were comfortable, that they
could hear, that they were all awake
and that they understood what was
happening. 

The trial lasted only a few days and
the mugger was found guilty. After the
trial, the judge gave constructive feed-
back to the lawyers and let the jurors
talk to them. Had the defendant been
found not guilty, I believe I still would
have found Judge Halbert inspirational
and would have decided to go to law
school.

I did not encounter the judge again
until almost ten years later. I had grad-
uated from law school and become
involved in the Young Lawyers
Division. I was chairing “Lawyer for a
Day,” a shadowing program the YLD
offers during Law Week, in which we
match hundreds of high school stu-
dents with lawyers for the day. I wrote
to all of the Common Pleas Court
judges and Judge Halbert was one of
only a handful that responded. While
the other judges and lawyers agreed to
take one or two students, Judge
Halbert agreed to take ten. In addition
to observing a civil trial, students who
were in his court were invited into his
chambers. The judge explained the
case to them and answered their ques-
tions. He also gave each of the students
an opportunity to try on his robe, sit
in his chair, bang his gavel and be a
“judge for a day.”

Judge Halbert participated in
Lawyer for a Day every year, and every
year the students who spent the day
with him came back with rave reviews
of him, of our justice system and of the
law. This past year, Judge Halbert orga-
nized a special Law Week project with
the Bar’s Music and Theatre Wing, a
live reading of a play about Belva

Lockwood, the first woman to run for
president of the United States.

He also continued with his practice
of giving feedback to lawyers after tri-
als, especially young lawyers, and giv-
ing jurors and lawyers the opportuni-
ties to talk to each other after trials.

My experiences with Judge Scholl
are similar. Another one of my YLD
committees was coordinating the high
school mock trial competition. The
competition runs annually in the
spring and I needed to find lawyers to
sit as judges and juries for the trials.
That year, Judge Scholl volunteered to
help the program more than any other
person. During the competition, when
court ended for the day, the judge
would hop on the subway to Temple
University’s main campus to listen to
high school students try their cases. We
don’t often get real judges volunteer-
ing and he gave the competition credi-
bility. He ruled judiciously and was
extremely fair to the young litigants, as
well as inspirational. He offered con-
structive feedback and explained evi-
dentiary issues and his rulings. I was
impressed that he would take the time
to volunteer and take the students’
work seriously. By popular demand of
the students, the judge was asked back
for the final trial and given a special
award for his contributions.

Several years ago, Judge Scholl
called the Bar Association. He had
heard about the YLD’s program called
“The People’s Law School,” our adult
education course on the basics of law,
and he volunteered to give the bank-
ruptcy lecture, adding credibility to
another YLD program.

I was in the audience last year
when Judge Scholl delivered his lecture
on bankruptcy to a packed auditorium
at Philadelphia Community College. He
explained the different types of bank-
ruptcy, provided understandable
course material, added statistical infor-
mation to put his lecture in perspective
and he offered the audience practical
advice. 

That program later was selected by
the American Bar Association as the
best program of its type in the entire
nation. The program—and Judge
Scholl—also received accolades from
the graduates.

Judge Halbert and Judge Scholl are
two judges who made a difference in
my life. They taught me the impor-
tance of educating others about the
law. But they didn’t only inspire me.
They are role models for countless
other young lawyers, and future young
lawyers as well. They are honorable
indeed.

Molly Pe ckman, associate in the law firm of
M o n t g o m e r y, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP, is
chair of the Association’s Young Lawyers Division. Her e-
mail address is mpeck m a n @ m m w r. c o m .

A Young Lawyer’s View of Inspirational Judges

Y L D  U P D A T E

During the “I Signed the Constitution” event on Sept. 21, students at Gre e n f i e l d
Elementary School put their signatures to a copy of the U.S. Constitution. The students
also participated in a discussion about the Constitution with (standing, L to R) Young
Lawyers Division Executive Committee member Glenn M. Massina, immediate past
YLD Chair Joel I. Fishbein and YLD Chair Molly Peckman.

Young Lawyers Division

Students Note History in Center City
Accompanied by the sounds of a costumed fife-and-drum corps,

Philadelphia elementary school students followed in the footsteps of our
nation’s founders by adding their signatures to a replica of the U.S.
Constitution to mark the national celebration of Constitution Week at a cere-
mony entitled “I Signed the Constitution” on Sept. 21 at the Albert M.
Greenfield School, 23rd and Chestnut streets.

Nearly 100 schools representing 34 counties in Pennsylvania participated
in this year’s signing, with close to 50,000 student signers statewide. The
Greenfield School was designated by the Bar Association as this year’s official
signing school in Philadelphia County.

During the ceremony, approximately 200 Greenfield students heard from
Young Lawyers Division Chair Molly Peckman, immediate past YLD Chair
Joel I. Fishbein and YLD Executive Committee member Glenn M. Massina.
Massina led an interactive quiz game with the students to test their knowl-
edge of the Constitution.

Greenfield and other participating schools will return the signed
Constitutions to the National Constitution Center, where they will become
part of the permanent archives at the center’s museum, scheduled to open in
September 2002. 

Sponsored by the Philadelphia and Pennsylvania bar associations, the
National Constitution Center and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,
the “I Signed the Constitution” program was part of the national celebration
of Constitution Week, September 17-23.



The Philadelphia Volunteers for the
Indigent Program (VIP)’s annual fund-
raiser and silent auction took in
$73,000 to support VIP’s mission of
providing legal services to the indigent.
The event, themed “Philadelphia
Lawyers Making A Difference,” was
held Sept. 26 at the SEPTA Museum at
1234 Market St.

Diamond sponsors for the event
were the Dechert law firm, Morgan,
Lewis and Bockius LLP and Pepper
Hamilton LLP.

Platinum sponsors were Ballard
Spahr Andrews and Ingersoll LLP;
Freedom Greeting Card Inc.; The
Lawyers Club; Pinkstone and Marquez;
Reliable Copy Service; Saul, Ewing,
Remick and Saul LLP; Schnader
Harrison Segal and Lewis LLP; Spiro-
poulos Group; and Weinstein Goss.

Gold sponsors were Hangley
Aronchick Segal and Pudlin; Klehr,
Harrison, Harvey, Branzburg and Ellers
LLP; Martin, Banks, Pond, Lehocky and
Wilson; Montgomery, McCracken,
Walker and Rhoads LLP; Reed Smith
Shaw & McClay LLP; and Wolf, Block,
Schorr and Solis-Cohen LLP.

Silver sponsors were ADR
Options Inc.; Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP; Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein,
Cohen & Pokotilow Ltd.; CIGNA
Foundation; Cozen & O’Connor;
Dashevsky, Horwitz, DiSandro, Kuhn,
Dempsey & Novello P.C.; Dispute
Resolution Institute; Drinker Biddle
and Reath LLP; Duane, Morris &
Heckscher LLP; Eckert Seamans Cherin
& Mellott LLC; Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien
& Frankel LLP; Grant Thornton LLP;
Graphical Interface; Law Offices of
Bernard Gross; Holt Cigars; JuriStaff
Legal Staffing; Justinian Society;
LandAmerica Financial; Liberty Legal
Copy Inc.; Litvin, Blumberg, Matusow
and Young; Margolis and Company
P.C.; Margolis Edelstein; Marshall,
Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Goggin
P.C.; Office Cents; Philadelphia
Association of Defense Counsel; the
Philadelphia Bar Association’s Business
Law, Criminal Justice, Real Property
and Workers’ Compensation sections;
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association;
The Scullin Group; Tau Epsilon Rho;
The Travelin Man Travel Service;
Wapner, Newman & Wigrizer; and

White and Williams LLP.
Other contributors for the event

were DSD Reporting Inc.; Feldman,
Shepherd, Wohlgelernter & Tanner;
First American Title Insurance
Company; Greitzer & Locks; Jacoby
Donner P.C.; M. Burr Keim Company;
Kats, Jamison & van der Veen &
Associates; Kolsby, Gordon, Robin &
Shore; Koral, Kahn & Koral P.C.; Mann,
Ungar, Spector & Labovitz P.C.; Mareik
Inc.; Photo Facts; and Angela Rabutino
Commercial Interiors.

Since 1981, VIP has given indigent

people equal access to justice in civil
matters by referring them to lawyers,
paralegals, and others who provide
help free of charge. VIP also adminis-
ters the Kids’ Custody Assistance
Program. More than 3,000 volunteer
lawyers have served more than 9,600
families, and VIP volunteers and staff
have assisted in more than 5,000 other
cases. The approximately 170,000 hours
of pro bono work has been estimated
to be worth more than $25 million.
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Philadelphia VIP

Annual Fund-Raiser Nets $73,000 for Legal Aid

At the fund-raiser for Philadelphia VIP, Elizabeth J. Vrato (left) of gold event sponsor Wo l f ,
Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen LLP joins (L to R) her firm partner Andrew A. Chirls, chair of the
Bar Association’s Board of Governors, Bar Chancellor-Elect Carl S. Primavera and Vi c e
Chancellor Allan H. Gordon. Chirls, Primavera and Gordon are members of VIP’s board of
d i rectors. 

Among those attending the Sept. 28 fund-raiser were (L to R) Jeffrey Lichtman of platinum
event sponsor Weinstein Goss and Jeff Platt and Bill Smith of silver event sponsor Graphical
Interface.

At the event, VIP Board President Norman J. Weinstein (right) chats with (from left) We n d y
and Michael E. Fingerman. Michael Fingerman is president-elect of VIP’s board of dire c t o r s .



Kenneth E. Aaron
Steven A. Ager M.D.
Mark L. Alderman
Thomas A. Allen
Catherine Apothaker
Robert L. Archie Jr.
Mark A. Aronchick
David C. Auten
Sydney M. Avent
Alexis Leslie Barbieri
E. Harris Baum
Richard L. Bazelon
Lawrence J. Beaser
Perry S. Bechtle
Michael D. Benjamin
David Berger
Judge Harold Berger
Leonard A. Bernstein
Marshall A. Bernstein
Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua
Pete Bewley
Aaron D. Blumberg
Harris T. Bock
Joseph T. Bodell Jr.

Jerome E. Bogutz
Thomas R. Bond
Richard J. Bortnick
Stephen C. Braverman
Paul J. Brenman
Ralph W. Brenner
Doris DelTosto Brogan
Thomas A. Brophy
Carter R. Buller
Frank G. Canty
Thomas Colas Carroll
Timothy J. Carson
Gilbert F. Casellas
Ellen M. Cavanaugh
Edward F. Chacker
Judge Ida K. Chen
Nicholas E. Chimicles
Andrew A. Chirls
David L. Cohen
Lenard A. Cohen
Stewart L. Cohen
Robert J. Coleman
Katherine K. Combs
Marvin Comisky

Matthew J. Comisky
Douglas P. Coopersmith
Stephen A. Cozen
Harold Cramer
Joseph C. Crawford
A n t h o ny B. Creamer III
John Paul Curran
Jane Leslie Dalton
Robert C. Daniels
Doreen S. Davis
Thomas A. Decker
Carl H. Delacato Jr.
André L. Dennis
Edward S.G. Dennis Jr.
Francis P. Devine III
Harry T. Devine
Paul Carpenter Dewey
Diana S. Donaldson
Joseph M. Donley
James J. Donohue
Albert Dragon
James W. Durham
Stewart J. Eisenberg
Dianne B. Elderkin
Alan B. Epstein
Neil G. Epstein
Christopher C. Fallon Jr.
Rochelle M. Fedullo
William P. Fedullo
Steven B. Feirson
Alan M. Feldman
H. Thomas Felix II
Arlene Fickler

Stuart D. Fiel
Jack L. Foltz
Don P. Foster
Joseph H. Foster
Lawrence J. Fox
Stephanie L. Franklin

Suber
John W. Frazier IV
Hope S. Freiwald
Karl A. Fritton
Louis W. Fryman
Nancy H. Fullam
Joseph W. Fullem
Judge Abraham J. Gafni
Rudolph Garcia
Andrew G. Gay
Nancy J. Gellman
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Robert C. Gerlach
David F. Girard-diCarlo
Frederick Gitterman
Howard Gittis
Richard H. Glanton
M. Norman Goldberger
Joel S. Goldhammer
Richard M. Golomb
Herbert F. Goodrich Jr.
Allan H. Gordon
Michael M. Goss
Richard D. Greenfield
Dianne M. Greitzer
Martin Greitzer
Clifford E. Haines
Judge William F. Hall Jr.
William T. Hangley
Stephen J. Harmelin
Judith E. Harris
Gregory M. Harvey
Patricia R. Hatler
Peter Hearn
Robert C. Heim
Joseph H. Hennessy
C. Clark Hodgson Jr.
David N. Hofstein
Thomas More Holland
Ruben Honik
Mayer Horwitz
George W. Howard III
Carol G. Huff
Joseph H. Jacovini
Kenneth M. Jarin
William H. Johnson
Stephen C. Josel
Matthew H. Kamens
Marina Kats
Alexander Kerr
Alan C. Kessler
Paul S. Kimbol
Patrick W. Kittredge
Alan F. Klein
Justin P. Klein
Thomas R. Kline
Eve Biskind Klothen
Harold E. Kohn (dec’d.)
Joseph C. Kohn
Herbert F. Kolsby
Ronald A. Kovler
Martin M. Krimsky
Susanna E. Lachs
Sayde J. Ladov

Robert D. Lane Jr.
Dale G. Larrimore
Juan J. Laureda
Judge Anne E. Lazarus
Jerry M. Lehocky
Thomas A. Leonard
William L. Leonard
Jeffrey R. Lerman
Roberta D. Liebenberg
Charisse R. Lillie
S. Gerald Litvin
Gene Locks
Henry J. Lunardi
Edward W. Madeira Jr.
Stephen A. Madva
Gregory T. Magarity
Fred T. Magaziner
David H. Marion
Jerome E. Marks
James M. Marsh
Francis J. Martin
George Martin
Gregory H. Mathews
Donald E. Matusow
James J. McEldrew III
Gerald A. McHugh Jr.
Robert M. McKain
Michael P. McKenna
Leslie Anne Miller
Peter S. Miller
Robert J. Mongeluzzi
H. Laddie Montague Jr.
James F. Mundy
Benjamin R. Neilson
Mary Ellen Nepps
Arthur Newbold
Francis P. Newell
Robert A. Newman
Claire C. Obade
William J. O’Brien
Michael P. O’Connor
Patrick J. O’Connor
Joseph M. O’Neill
Carl Oxholm III
John P. Penders
Roberta D. Pichini
Bennett G. Picker
David H. Pittinsky
Mary F. Platt
Manny D. Pokotilow
Samuel H. Pond
A. Michael Pratt
Andrew S. Price
Carl S. Primavera
David B. Pudlin
Helen P. Pudlin
Arthur G. Raynes
Abraham C. Reich
Robert J. Reinstein
Stephanie Resnick
Joseph F. Ricchiuti
Richard C. Rizzo
F. Philip Robin
Richard M. Rosenbleeth
Kenneth M. Rothweiler
Michael J. Rotko
Robert A. Rovner
Thomas B. Rutter
Patrick T. Ryan (dec’d.)
William R. Sasso

Shawn V. Sauls
Sherrie Raiken Savett
Stuart H. Savett
John E. Savoth
Angelo L.

Scaricamazza Jr.
Howard D. Scher
Charles J. Schleifer
Pam H. Schneider
Bernard G. Segal (dec’d.)
Daniel Segal
Richard S. Seidel
George Sere
Kenneth Shear
Madeline M. Sherry
Jerome J. Shestack
David S. Shrager
Morris M. Shuster
Richard M. Shusterman
Judge Alan K. Silberstein
Stuart R. Silver
Ira Silverstein
Robert J. Simmons
Joel Harvey Slomsky
Bernard W. Smalley
Paul A. Snyder
Marc J. Sonnenfeld
Shanin Specter
Larry H. Spector
Gerald W. Spivack
Sara M. Staman
Julius M. Steiner
Joan N. Stern
Joseph A. Sullivan
John S. Summers
Dennis R. Suplee
Andrew F. Susko
David T. Sykes
Audrey C. Talley
Philip B. Toran
Michael J. Trudgeon
Kenneth I. Trujillo
Joe H. Tucker Jr.
David Unkovic
Joseph F. Van Horn Jr.
Scott L. Vernick
J. Scott Victor
Joseph C. Vignola
Robert P. Vogel
Thomas J. Wagner
Jonathan C. Waller
Frederick M. Walton Jr.
Morton B. Wapner
Marc A. Welge
Norman J. Weinstein
Sol H. Weiss
Ralph G. Wellington
William A. Whiteside Jr.
Steven G. Wigrizer
Amy E. Wilkinson
Deborah R. Willig
Nancy J. Winkler
Ronald L. Wolf
Stanley R. Wolfe
Charles R. Wright
Kevin H. Wright
Jeanne P. Wrobleski
Arlene M. Yocum
Joanne E. Zack
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Philadelphia Bar Foundation

Hamilton Circle Grows to Include 287 Members
Published below are the names of the 288 mem-

bers of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation’s Hamilton
Circle as of Oct. 10. Circle members pledge $10,000
each, payable over ten years, to the endowment of the
Foundation, the Bar’s charitable arm. Members who
have joined this year are indicated in boldface type.
Information about the circle may be obtained by call-
ing the Foundation at (215) 238-6347.

The success of any great team is based upon each member’s commitment
to excellence and passion for winning. And finding the right combination of

people to achieve common goals is imperative given the courts 
on which you compete. Oxford Legal Associates, Ltd. 

has already done the legwork for you, carefully selecting 
some of the best individuals and team players in the field.
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The law firms of Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellott LLC and Berner &
Klaw received the Bar Association’s
first Family-Friendly Awards at a
reception on Sept. 14 in the Justice
Roberts Room at the law firm of
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker &
Rhoads LLP.

The awards program, established by
Bar Chancellor Doreen S. Davis and
developed by the Women in the
Profession Committee, honors law
firms and corporations for their
employment policies that indicate an
understanding of the importance of
family in its many forms. Eckert
Seamans took the award in the large-
firm category, while Berner & Klaw
won the award for the small-firm cate-
gory.

After receiving Berner & Klaw’s
award, firm partner Margaret Klaw
said, “We are thrilled to receive the
Family-Friendly Award. Our employ-
ment policies at Berner & Klaw are
simply an extension of the way Joni
[Berner] and I live our lives—that is, the
needs of the family come first and the
practice of law can be structured to

accommodate those needs and still be
carried out in a professional manner.
We are immensely gratified that the
Bar Association has deemed this
approach to the workplace worthy of
an award and we thank the Women in
the Profession Committee and
Chancellor Davis for their recognition
and support.”

After the awards reception, Nancy K.
Baron-Baer of Eckert Seamans com-
mented that firms often use economic
reasons when failing to adopt family-
friendly policies. She urged all firms to
be mindful of the “staggering” statistics
relating to lawyer dissatisfaction.
Recent studies, she said, indicate that
associate turnover is as high as 66 per-
cent during the first five years of prac-
tice.

“Perhaps if firms were able to offer
a more balanced approach to family
and work there would be less turnover,
less disruption in client relations and
in staffing of cases,” she added. “This, in
turn, will increase the firm’s profitabili-
ty and improve the delivery of legal
services.

“We believe that if employees and

employers are flexible, have under-
standing and a mutual commitment to
each other, the quality of life and the
quality of legal work will not only co-
exist, but thrive in the law firm setting.”

At Eckert Seamans, 46 percent of
attorneys in the firm’s Philadelphia
office are female and 27 percent of
partners are women.  From October
1994 to June 2000, the firm’s managing
partner/member in charge was a
female partner working part-time.
Nominators also noted the firm’s long
policy of conferring partner status on
part-time attorneys, as well as the
firm’s openness to alternative and part-
time work schedules and job-sharing.

Other family-friendly policies at

Eckert Seamans include paid subsidies
for backup child care and subsidies
toward family health insurance for all
employees.

Berner & Klaw employs five attor-
neys and three support staff. Concern-
ing the firm’s child care policies, the
letter of nomination states that “it is
common for any of us to bring a child
or children to work ... the rule of
thumb here is that if you have no one
to watch your child and that is the
only thing that would keep you from
coming to work, you should bring
your child with you.” The firm also
reports a “generous” maternity leave
policy, health insurance for all employ-
ees and free legal services to staffers.
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Women in the Profession Committee

Law Firms Receive Bar’s
Family-Friendly Awards

Nancy K. Baron-Baer (left) accepts the Family-Friendly Award for large firms from Women in
the Profession Committee Co-Chair Jane Leslie Dalton. Joining Baron-Baer in accepting the
award are (L to R) firm members Deborah Weinstein, Stephen M. Foxman and Albert G.
Bixler.

Stress Reduction Explored
Naomi Dank Ph.D., associate director of the Beck Institute for Cognitive

Therapy and Research, spoke about tactics for and benefits of stress reduction
during the second in the Criminal Justice Section’s series of women’s coffee
hours. The event, planned by the section’s Women’s Subcommittee, was held
Sept. 26 at Bar Headquarters. All women involved in the criminal justice process
as members of the bench or bar were invited to attend.



by Nancy L. Hebble

Used cell phones are arriving at Bar
Headquarters at a brisk pace as the
Women in the Profession Committee
continues its collection drive for Call to
Protect, a joint effort of the National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence,
the Wireless Foundation and Motorola.
While large law firms like Drinker
Biddle & Reath LLP, Stradley Ronon
Stevens & Young LLP and Blank Rome
Comisky & McCauley LLP have made
large donations to the drive, single cell
phones have been coming in at a
steady clip nearly every day since the
program was announced.

The drive, which concludes on Oct.
12 following the Bar’s Quarterly Meet-

ing and Luncheon at the Park Hyatt
Philadelphia at the Bellevue, will bene-
fit victims of domestic violence. The
phones collected will be repaired,
reconditioned and reprogrammed to
contact 911 or a crisis hotline at the
touch of a button. The Call to Protect
program will then distribute the
phones at no cost to battered women’s
shelters in Philadelphia for the use of

women at risk in emergency situations.
According to AT&T’s Julie Carpenter,

liaison for Call to Protect, cell phones
are particularly important because
abusers often try to prevent victims
from calling the police. “But when
these victims have a cell phone, they
can leave their homes and safely call
for help.”

Carpenter, who supplied posters

and collection boxes for the drive, also
has provided information and guid-
ance for the Bar staff in coordinating
the effort. Before Oct. 12, cell phones
can be dropped off on either the 10th
or 11th floors at Bar Headquarters,
1101 Market St. Phones do not have to
be in working order, and accessories
such as chargers or batteries are also
welcome.

NBA Installs Officers
The NBA Judicial Council’s Philadel-

phia Chapter held its third annual offi-
cer installation ceremony in Court-
room 653 of City Hall on Sept 14. The
group’s national chair, Judge Sylvia
James installed the following judges as
new officers: Judge John M. Younge,
chair; Judge Lillian H. Ransom,
chair-elect; Master Elizabeth Jack-
son, secretary; U.S. District Judge
Petrese B. Tucker, assistant secretary;
and Judge Rosalyn K. Robinson,
treasurer. The organization’s outgoing
chair, Judge Jacqueline F. Allen,
presented the group’s Signature Eagle
Award to recently retired Common
Pleas Court Judge Ricardo Jackson
and Pinnacle Awards to retired Judges
John Braxton and Nelson Diaz, as
well as to Judge Petrese Tucker.

The council is a division of the
National Bar Association and the local
chapter is comprised of more than 60
judges and judicial officers of color in
state and federal positions in the
Philadelphia area.

Lawyers Join College
Several Bar members have been

inducted as charter fellows of a new
professional organization, the Ameri-
can College of Employee Benefits
Counsel: Robert L. Abramowitz and
Steven D. Spencer of Morgan, Lewis
& Bockius LLP; Susan Katz Hoffman
of Pepper Hamilton LLP; and Paul J.
Schneider of Ballard Spahr Andrews
& Ingersoll LLP.

The college grew from an initiative
of the American Bar Association’s
(ABA) Joint Committee on Employee
Benefits, a committee comprised of
representatives from the six ABA sec-
tions with a substantive interest in
employee benefits issues.
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Bar’s Cell Phone Drive Continues Until Oct. 12



12 OCTOBER 2000 / BAR REPORTER

The Philadelphia Bar Foundation’s
12th Annual Golf Classic grossed
$147,000 toward legal services as 170
golfers took to the links on Sept. 11 at
Saucon Valley Country Club.

Event participants also made bids on
outings at local golf courses and other
offerings during a silent auction, and a
raffle gave participants the chance to
win other prizes.

At day’s end, prizes were presented
to individuals and foursomes with the
best showings. Separate sets of prizes
were awarded to players on both of the
club’s courses. Awards are listed below. 

Major sponsor was USI Colburn
Insurance Service.

Other sponsors were Arthur

Andersen LLP; Avaya Communication;
Center For Forensic Economic Studies;
Comcast Cable Communications; Com-
monwealth Land Title Insurance Com-
pany; Environ; First Republic Bank;
Greitzer & Locks; Huff Equities; JuriStaff
Legal Staffing; Lexis-Nexis/Martindale
Hubbell; Lexus Champions For Charity;
Merrill Lynch; Nihill & Riedley P.C.;
Rittenhouse Trust Company; Rorer
Asset Management; RR Donnelley
Services; Saul, Ewing, Remick & Saul
LLP; SOMA Inc.; Summit Bank; Sunoco
Inc.; Susquehanna Investment Group;
and Zevnik Horton Guibord McGovern
Palmer & Fognani LLP.

A contributor to the event was
Jones Lang LaSalle.

Philadelphia Bar Foundation

Golf Classic Garners
$147,000 for Indigent Aid

Before the start of play at the Golf Glassic, a foursome from the law firm of Blank Rome
Comisky & McCauley LLP prepares to hit the course. From left, the golfers are firm partners
Mark I. Rabinowitz, Scott F. Cooper, Lawrence F. Flick II and Matthew J. Comisky.

C o l b u rn Cup winner Joe Story (center) is congratulated by Philadelphia Bar Foundation
President Carol G. Huff (second from left) and (L to R) Catherine Colburn, John Colburn Jr.
and John Colburn Sr. of major event sponsor USI Colburn Insurance Service.

Following the Golf Classic, the Lucent Technologies Cup for play on Saucon Valley’s Old
Course was awarded to the foursome of (L to R) Joe Weber, Rich Haverstick, Ted Flocco and
Ron Kozich for the team’s low net score.

Rorer Asset Management Cup winners at the Golf Classic included the foursome of (L to R)
Jerry Lombard, Jim Hesser, Dan Maze and Fred Hesser.

Golf Classic Results
The following list details prize winners in the Philadelphia Bar Foundation’s

12th annual Golf Classic, as reported by Saucon Valley Country Club. The listings
include category and course, winner(s), score or result and prize.

L ow gross score, Grace Course: Fred Hesser, 74, $150 gift certificate and Kursh Cup.
L ow gross, Old Course: Craig Aronch i ck, 77, $150 gift certificate and Kursh Cup.
Second low gross, Grace: Carl Everett, 80, $75 gift certificate.
Second low gross, Old: Jack Hubbert, 78, $100 gift certificate.
Third low gross, Grace: Dan Maze, 78, $100 gift certificate.
Third low gross, Old: Rich Haverstick, 79, $75 gift certificate.
Low net, Grace: Joe Story, 67, $150 gift certificate and Colburn Cup.
Low net, Old: Carol Huff, 61, $150 gift certificate and Colburn Cup.
Second low net, Grace: Jerry Lombard, 69, $100 gift certificate.
Second low net, Old: Ron Kozich, 62, $100 gift certificate.
Third low net, Grace: Ray McGarry, 70, $75 gift certificate.
Third low net, Old: Dale Larrimore, 62, $75 gift certificate.
Team low gross, Grace: Fred Hesser, Jim Hesser, Jerry Lombard, Dan Maze, 144, $50

gift certificate and Rorer Asset Management Cup.
Team low gross, Old: Craig Aronchick, Steven Cucinotti, John Lavelle, Charles

Wright, 149, $50 gift certificate and Rorer Asset Management Cup.
Second team low gross, Grace: Michael James, Tom Ringe, Robert Robinson, Joe

Story, 165, $30 gift certificate.
Second team low gross, Old: Michael Izzo, Patrick McGinley, Patrick McGinley III,

Bernie Zbreznj, 149, $30 gift certificate.
Team low net, Grace: Chris Barbee, Bob Caplan, Geoff Osborne, Doug Strang, 122,

$50 gift certificate and Lucent Technologies Cup.
Team low net, Old: Ted Flocco, Rich Haverstick, Ron Kozich, Joe Weber, 119, $50 gift

certificate and Lucent Technologies Cup.
Second team low net, Grace: Ken Aaron, Howard Cohen, Jim Logue, Ray McGarry,

125, $30 gift certificate.
Second team low net, Old: Ty Cronin, Josh Greenbaum, Tom Harrington, Lawrence

Huff, 121, $30 gift certificate.
Third team low net, Grace: Werten Bellamy, Robert Bright, Jeff Palazzese, Abraham

Reich, blind draw—129, $25 gift certificate.
Third team low net, Old: Louis Fryman, Joseph Fullem, Mayer Horwitz, Patrick

Kittredge, 123, $25 gift certificate.
Longest drive (men), Grace: hole 16, Steve Luongo, dozen golf balls and Merrill
Lynch Cup.

Longest drive (men), Old: hole 16, Charlie Wright, dozen golf balls and Merrill
Lynch Cup.

Longest drive, (women) Grace: hole 18, Catherine Colburn, dozen golf balls and
Merrill Lynch Cup.

Longest drive (women), Old: hole 13, Binney Wietlisbach, dozen golf balls and
Merrill Lynch Cup.

Closest to pin (men), Grace: hole 11, John Giangiulio, seven feet, dozen golf balls.
Closest to pin (men), Old: hole 17, Rich Haverstick, two feet, ten inches, dozen

golf balls.
Closest to pin (women), Old: hole four, Carol Huff, 28 feet, dozen golf balls.
Straightest drive, Grace: hole two, Howard Cohen, dozen golf balls.
Straightest drive, Old: hole six, Lawrence Huff, dozen golf balls.



The Association’s Criminal Justice
Section and the Justinian Society will
present their seventh annual Cesare
Beccaria Award to attorney L. Felipe
Restrepo, partner in the law firm of
Krasner and Restrepo, for his contribu-
tions to the cause of justice and the
advancement of legal education. The
award ceremony is scheduled for 4
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 8 in the
Mayor’s Reception Room on the sec-
ond floor of City Hall.

Annually, the award spotlights an
individual who has made an extraor-
dinary contribution to scholarship and
understanding in the area of criminal
justice.

In announcing the award recipient
to members of the Criminal Justice
Section on Sept. 26, Section Chair Isla
A. Fruchter said that Restrepo “has
done an enormous amount of work to
benefit the criminal justice system, and
I’m happy the section will be present-
ing the award to him.”

The award is named for Cesare
Beccaria, an 18th-century Italian schol-
ar whose ideas laid the groundwork
for subsequent European penal code
reform and the eventual development
of the American criminal justice sys-
tem. Beccaria’s Tratto dei Delitti e delle Pene

(Crime and Punishment), published in
1764, advocated a new and complete
system of criminal law and procedure
stressing swift trials; prompt, moderate
and certain punishment; rehabilitation;
and the abolition of the death penalty.
These and other notions advocated by

Beccaria presaged the dawn of the
modern penal system.

In the 20th century, U.S. Supreme
Court Justices William O. Douglas,
Hugo L. Black and Thurgood Marshall
have cited portions of Cesare Beccaria’s
work in their opinions.
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Criminal Justice Section

Restrepo to Receive Seventh Beccaria Award

“Legal View”
featuring

Chancellor
Doreen S. Davis

broadcast 
11 a.m.

weekdays
WPEN Radio 

950 AM

Young Lawyers Division

Mentoring
Reception Set
for Oct. 25

A reception has been scheduled
for those lawyers who have signed
up to participate in the Young
Lawyers Division’s Mentoring
Program. The event is scheduled
for Wednesday, Oct. 25 from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the offices of
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP, 1701
Market St.

Invitations are in the mail to
those already participating in the
mentoring program.

Lawyers interested in becoming
a mentor or a protégé in the pro-
gram should contact program co-
chair Kim R. Jessum. She can be
reached by phone at (215) 963-4753
or by e-mail at kjessum@morgan-
lewis.com.
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have been married finds out
they are not, they are affected
financially and emotionally,”
Viola said, adding that the
section believes that for the
sake of “simplicity and clari-
ty,” those entering into or cur-
rently in a common law mar-
riage should be required to
obtain a marriage license to
cement the couple’s inten-
tions.

However, deMarteleire said
that common law marriage is
one of the few legal protec-
tions most of her clients have,
absent wills and other protec-
tions many of VIP’s clients do
not or cannot obtain. She
added that the ability to
prove a common law mar-
riage is vital for her clients to
obtain benefits and protection
from abuse orders. Stating
that such marriage is “part of
the culture” of her clients, she
opined that many clients
would never get a license
under the law if they have
not gotten one already.

“I can’t tell you strongly
enough how this will harm
my clients,” she added.

During the Board’s discus-

sion, Edward F. Chacker said
that in his experience, people
rarely are denied benefits
even if they do not meet all
criteria for common law mar-
riage. He did acknowledge
that people who want a
license likely would have got-
ten one regardless of the law.
However, Mary T. Vidas, a for-
mer Family Law Section chair,
said she has never been able
to defend a common law
marriage after the death of a
spouse in a benefits case. She
supported abolishing com-
mon law marriage, stating,
“It’s better to give clients relief
and specificity than an illu-
sion” of the legal protections
of marriage. She added that
Pennsylvania and Georgia are
the last states that allow com-
mon law marriage and that
Georgia is considering abol-
ishing it.

Support Center for Child
Advocates Executive Director
Frank P. Cervone added to the
opposing view, stating that
common law marriage helps
protect children by enhancing
family stability and helping
children receive government
benefits only obtainable
through marriage.

Later in the meeting, the

proposed Principles of Profes-
sionalism were presented by
State Civil Committee Chair
Sayde J. Ladov and Federal
Courts Committee Chair Mary
F. Platt. The principles update
an earlier set of guidelines
promulgated by former Chan-
cellor David H. Marion.

The principles touch on
several areas: treating others
with civility at all times;
avoiding bias and prejudice;
the importance of courtesy in
all communications; being
mindful of schedules; provid-
ing information without
delay; honoring promises and
agreements; and attempting
to reconcile disputes through
negotiation, expeditiously and
without needless expense.

Calling the principles aspi-
rational, Ladov said they are
“core values” that must be
taught beginning in law
school. Platt added that the
principles are a first step
toward enhancing civility in
the profession.

Chancellor Davis promised
that the principles will be dis-
tributed in the Prothonotary’s
Office and upon all first fil-
ings in the city courts. The full
text of the principles is 
published above.

Next, Jonathan C. Waller
and Nolan N. Atkinson Jr.,
members of the Steering
Committee on Increasing the
Recruitment and Retention of
Minority Attorneys in Large
Philadelphia Law Firms,
addressed the Board.

“Despite pledges, good
intentions and good strategies
and implementation by law
firms,” Waller said, “we rank
near the bottom, with unac-
ceptable percentages [in min-
ority lawyer recruitment and
retention] any way you want
to measure it.”

Specifically, Waller quoted
from a report titled “Miles to
Go,” in which Philadelphia
ranks last in the number of
minority associates in law
firms, and 20th of 24 cities in
minority partnership in firms.

Waller said that members
of the committee, a separate
entity from the Association,
decided to propose establish-
ing a 501(c)(3) corporation
modeled after The Boston
Group, a collaborative effort
of corporations and law firms
that focuses on diversity. The
local entity would be a clear-
inghouse for minority attor-
neys and a resource for local
law firms seeking to enhance

diversity.
Waller praised the Bar’s

longtime efforts toward diver-
sity and pledged the new cor-
poration’s support and coop-
eration in those efforts. Atkin-
son added, “We’re not going
to let diversity be taken off
the agenda until Philadelphia
ranks at the top, not the bot-
tom,” he said.

In other business, Com-
mission on Judicial Selection
and Retention Chair Stephen
A. Madva presented to the
Board a resolution to add the
city solicitor to the commis-
sion’s ranks. He said the com-
mission believes that exclud-
ing the solicitor has not been
deliberate but rather a histor-
ical “oversight.” He added, “We
think that having the mayor’s
lawyer on the commission
will give it additional weight”
in matters where it needs City
Hall’s support of its judicial
ratings.

Earlier in the meeting,
Chancellor Davis said she
expected next month’s Board
agenda to include a petition
from members to amend the
Association’s bylaws in order
to change the Bar’s voting
procedure in its annual elec-
tions.

BOARD
continued from page 1

Preamble
The quality of the legal profession and the administration of justice will be

enhanced if lawyers and judges treat each other, clients and other participants in
the judicial system with courtesy, respect and civility. Professional courtesy is
entirely compatible with vigorous advocacy and the administration of justice. It is
our duty, as members of the legal profession and as educators of future genera-
tions of lawyers, to ensure that integrity and responsible professional conduct are
fundamental to the practice of law and the administration of justice.

The following proposed Principles of Professionalism are meant as guidelines to
help judges and lawyers promote and achieve the twin goals of professionalism
and civility. The Principles of Professionalism are designed to encourage judges and
lawyers to meet their obligations of civility and professionalism to each other, to
litigants and to the justice system. They are not intended, and should never be
used, to form the basis of any litigation or claim for sanctions or penalties.

Treat with civility, courtesy and respect judges, parties, court officers and staff,
counsel and witnesses in oral and written communications.
We will treat witnesses and parties with fair consideration. We will not, absent

good cause, attribute bad motives or improper conduct to counsel or the court.
We will maintain an appropriate demeanor in the courtroom.
We will not condone or indulge in offensive or abusive conduct directed to the

court or its staff, counsel, parties or witnesses. We will abstain from disparaging
personal remarks or acrimony and encourage our clients to do so as well.

We will not impugn the integrity or professionalism of any lawyer on the basis
of the clients whom or the causes that the lawyer represents.

Avoid Bias and Prejudice.
We will refrain from acting on or manifesting bias or prejudice based upon race,

sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, sexual orientation or socioeconomic
status in our dealings with any participant in the legal process.

Be courteous in communications.
When reducing oral agreements to writing, we will accurately memorialize them.
Lawyers will answer telephone calls and correspondence promptly even if the

answer is a simple acknowledgment with a promise to respond substantively later.

Be as mindful of the schedules of others as we are of our own.
We will be punctual attending scheduled hearings, meetings and conferences

and, if delayed, will notify the persons involved.
We will agree to reasonable requests for extensions of time when they do not

a d versely affect the court’s schedule or the parties’ interests.
We will be respectful of personal emergencies in scheduling.
Lawyers will seek agreement in advance for the scheduling of meetings, deposi-

tions and other appearances, and will not purposely wait until Friday afternoon to
make hand deliveries and send electronic communications.

Lawyers will not purposefully delay filings and deliveries to gain an unfair
advantage.

If an adversary is entitled to information, provide it without unnecessary
formalities or delay.

Honor promises and agreements, whether written or oral.

Attempt to reconcile differences and resolve disputes through negotiation,
expeditiously and without needless expense.
We will take the initiative to settle a case or resolve a dispute when appropriate,

recognizing that pursuit of settlement is a requirement of effective advocacy.
When endeavoring to resolve disputes, judges will be considerate of the time

constraints and pressures imposed on lawyers by the exigencies of litigation 
practice.

Full Text

Bar Proposes ‘Principles of Professionalism’



In the face of budget cuts and
dwindling resources for attorneys,
Catherine C. Carr, executive director of
Community Legal Services Inc., says
that low fee payments in the current
system means that attorneys otherwise
committed to the work are pulling out
of the system and the quality of repre-
sentation is suffering.

“We get calls from parties in
Dependency Court who complain
about attorneys giving them too little
of their time or not showing up at
hearings,” Carr said. “Lawyers are paid
incredibly small amounts of money for
cases that can go on for years, and
they’re cutting corners. They just can’t
afford a high-quality job when the
money’s just not in it.”

Clients’ Rights at Stake
In addition to their concern about

the legal services indigent clients are
getting under the current system, both
Carr and Davis are worried about the
quality of representation indigent peo-
ple might get in the future under some
as-yet-undetermined system.

“I think that while there’s certainly
the interest of the appointed attorneys
at stake, my focus is on the clients who
get the appointed counsel and the
quality of service available to them,”
Carr said.

“A significant number of these cases
involve women, children and families,”
Davis added. “Others involve the con-
stitutional rights of people who may

be wrongly accused. These cases go to
the fabric of our society and the heart
of our justice system.”

Even as Chancellor Davis asserted
that “the court has indicated that it
wants out of the court-appointed
counsel business,” she said that
“assuming responsibility for these cases
and for the legal rights of poor people
is the proper role of government. It is
not something that should be brokered
to a discount, for-profit, provider.

“This is like auctioning off the rights
of poor people with little or no regard
for the quality of justice,” Davis added.

Carr also pointed out that “it’s one
thing for the court to say `we want
out,’ but they have to figure out a way
that works. We need a lot of informa-
tion about how the current system
works, hard statistics about the way
the cases are handled and how the
money is being spent.”

Without that information, she con-
cluded, “it’s difficult for anybody to put
forth a responsible bid or proposal to
handle these cases. I’m afraid that
there is so little money available in the
system for such a load of cases that
they’re putting out a request for pro-
posals for an impossible job. My guess
is that there’s nowhere near enough
money to do a good job.”

Bar Ready to Help
The Association held a meeting on

Sept. 19, open to all attorneys and legal
services providers who have a stake in
the matter, to gather information, sug-
gestions and opinions about the court’s
p r o posal to change the fee system.

The meeting was the latest step in
the Bar’s cooperation with the courts
toward improving the beleaguered
system.

In addition to its efforts over the
years to help the court build a better
system, the Criminal Justice Section
appointed a subcommittee in January
to negotiate the counsel fee issue with
President Judge Alex Bonavitacola and
Trial Division Administrative Judge
John W. Herron.

The Bar also recently offered to set

up a 501(c)(3) corporation to take over
the program and had urged the court
not to outsource court appointments.

At the Criminal Justice Section
meeting, Fruchter reported to members
that the court had declined the Bar’s
offer. As of press time, the court was
still working on a request for proposals
for bidders to take over all or part of
the system.

As the stalemate between the court
and the lawyers working under the
system continues, Davis says that
Chancellor-Elect Carl S. Primavera and
Vice Chancellor Allan H Gordon are
united with her in opposition to the
court’s move to alter the system. She
explained that the Bar believes the
proper course is to find a solution that
would retain and adequately fund the
current system.

She stressed that the Association
will continue to work with the court,
the mayor, City Council and all other
interested parties to resolve the issue.

“We are trying to be proactive and

positive. We stand ready to cooperate
in the public interest,” she said. “We are
anxious to resolve the problem be-
cause this is a city where one out of
every three people lives below the
poverty line. The rights of those people
now hang in the balance.”
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COUNSEL FEES
continued from page 1

Bar Welcomes New Clinic
Bar Chancellor Doreen S. Davis (second from right, cutting

ribbon) was an honorary co-chair for an opening ceremony for
the Legal Clinic for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights on Sept. 21 at
the clinic’s headquarters, 1315 Spruce St. Joining her in photo are
(L to R) Andrew Park, director of the Center for Lesbian and Gay
Civil Rights, Susan Feathers, director of the Public Service
Program at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, and
Marlene Olshan, co-chair of the Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil
Rights’ board of directors.

The clinic is a joint project between the center, a Philadelphia
Bar Foundation grantee, and Penn’s Public Service Program. The
clinic expects to receive a thousand requests for legal assistance
in the coming year from lesbians and gay men facing discrimi-
nation.

More information about the clinic may be obtained by con-
tacting the center by phone at (215) 731-1447, by fax at (215) 731-
1544 or by e-mail at c4crinfo@center4civilrights.org.

“This is like auctioning off the

rights of poor people with little

or no regard for the quality of

justice,” Chancellor Davis said.

Criminal Justice Section Chair Isla A.
Fruchter speaks about the court-appointed
counsel fee issue during the Association’s
Sept. 19 meeting to discuss the matter.
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Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event may be
subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Oct. 10
Delivery of Legal Services Committee - meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Nominating Committee - meeting, 4 p.m. 10th floor Board Room.

Oct. 11
Family Law Section - Tea, Law and Cookies seminar, 3:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center.

Topic: Update on Federal Law Governing Domestic Violence. Cost: $5 for section members,
$10 for nonmembers.

Nominating Committee - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Oct. 12
Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men Committee - meeting,  8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board

Room.
Philadelphia Bar Association - Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon, noon, Grand Ballroom, Park

Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets. Cost: $40 for Bar members,
$45 for nonmembers. Details on page three of this issue.

Environmental Law Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.

Elder Law Committee - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Oct. 17
Custody/Mediation Committee, Family Law Section - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 10th floor

Cabinet Room.
Small Business Committee, Business Law Section - meeting, 4 p.m., 11th floor Conference

Center.

Oct. 18
Mid-Sized Law Firm Management Committee - meeting, 8 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Philadelphia Bar Foundation - trustees’ meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Workers’ Compensation Section - meeting, noon, PBI-PBEC Education Center, 10th floor

Wanamaker Building. Presentation of first annual Martha Hampton Award. Lunch: $7.
Professional Guidance Committee - meeting, noon, Duane, Morris & Hecksher, One Liberty

Place, Suite 4200. Lunch: $7.
Business Litigation Committee, Business Law Section - meeting, 11th floor Conference

Center. Lunch: $8.50.
LegalLine - meeting, 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS offices.

Oct. 19
Professional Responsibility Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center.

Lunch: $7.
Board of Governors Diversity Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Committee Room.

Lunch: $7.
Young Lawyers Division - Executive Committee meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Oct. 20
Insurance Programs Committee - malpractice avoidance seminar, 8:30 a.m., 11th floor

Conference Center. Registration information on page four.
Social Security Disability Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:

$7.

Oct. 23
LRIS Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Committee Room. Lunch: $7.
Medico-Legal Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Oct. 24
Criminal Justice Section - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Oct. 25
Federal Courts Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Young Lawyers Division - reception for mentoring program participants, 5:30 p.m., Morgan,

Lewis & Bockius, 1710 Market St. Information: (215) 963-4753.

Oct. 26
State Civil Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Domestic Violence Committee, Family Law Section - meeting, noon 10th floor Cabinet

Room.
Board of Governors - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Oct. 27
Legislative Liaison Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Oct. 30
Philadelphia Bar Association - Chancellor’s Forum, noon, PBI-PBEC Education Center, 10th

floor Wanamaker Building. Topic: Holocaust Revision or Holocaust Denial?” Offers 1.5 sub-
stantive CLE credits. Registration and reservations: (800) 247-2724.

Oct. 31
Compulsory Arbitration Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Nov. 1
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch:

$8.50.
Development Group, Delivery of Legal Services Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th

floor Committee Room.
LegalLine - meeting, 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS offices.

Nov. 2
Civil Rights Committee, Public Interest Section - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee

Room.
Environmental Law Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:

$7.

Nov. 6
Labor and Employment Law Committee, Business Law Section - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th

floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Family Law Section - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Unless otherwise specified, all ch e cks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar
Association and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 11 01 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Send Bar
Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 11 01 Market St.,  Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Fax: (215) 23 8 - 12 67. e-mail: r e p o r t e r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .

All members of the bench and bar
are invited to the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s second annual Interfaith
Prayer Breakfast for the Philadelphia
legal community set for Tuesday, Nov.
21 from 8 to 9 a.m. at the Westin
Philadelphia Hotel, Liberty Place, 17th
and Chestnut streets. The event will
feature keynote speakers from the reli-
gious community and welcoming
remarks by Philadelphia Bar
Association Chancellor Doreen S. Davis.

The Interfaith Prayer Breakfast’s
honorary chair is retired U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit Judge
Arlin M. Adams, now of counsel to the

law firm of Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP. Prayer Breakfast co-chairs
are Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas Criminal Division Supervising
Judge Legrome D. Davis, Philadelphia
Court of Common Pleas Orphans’
Court Division Judge Anne E. Lazarus,
attorney Gerard J. St. John of the law
firm of Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP and Philadelphia City
Solicitor Kenneth I. Trujillo.

Judges of the city, state and federal
courts will be in attendance.

A registration form for the breakfast
with ticket information will be mailed
to all Bar Association members.

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

RSVP by Oct. 13!
Philadelphia Bar Foundation’s Annual

Andrew Hamilton Ball
Saturday, Nov. 11, 2000 • Grand Ballroom
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at The Bellevue

Need an invitation? Call (215) 238-6347.

Tell Us What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporter welcomes letters to the editors for publication.

Letters must be signed to verify authorship, but names will be withheld upon
request. Letters should be typed double-spaced, on 8.5 by 11-inch paper, with
one-inch margins all around (250 words per page). There is no word limit, but
editors reserve the right to condense for clarity, style and space considerations.
Letters may be mailed, faxed or e-mailed to: Robert Nigro, Managing Editor,
Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor,
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2911. Phone: (215) 238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-6301. E-mail:
reporter@philabar.org.

All Bar Members Invited
to Prayer Breakfast on Nov. 21
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Please make         reservations for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Quarterly Meeting
and Luncheon. Tickets are $40 for members and $45 for nonmembers. Checks should be
made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.

Name:

Firm:

Address:

Phone:                                                         Fax: 

E-Mail:

Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon
Thursday, Oct. 12 at noon at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue

• Presenting 2000 Sandra Day O’Connor Award to attorney Lila G. Roomberg
• Featuring keynote speaker Dr. Judith Rodin, University of Pennsylvania President

• Presenting 2000 Justice Brennan Distinguished Jurist Award to U.S. District Chief Judge James T. Giles

C redit card payments should be faxed to Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-1159.

Credit Cardholder:

Visa                          MasterCard                         American Express

Card number:

Expiration date:

Signature:

R e t u rn to:
Quarterly Meeting
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th fl.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911

Panel as a referral judge in
several significant cases.

Also during the meeting,
the Women in the Profession

Committee will collect used
cell phones for Call to Protect,
a joint effort of the National
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, Motorola and the
Wireless Foundation.

Call to Protect will have

the phones repaired, recondi-
tioned and reprogrammed to
contact 911 or a crisis hotline
at the touch of a button. They
will then distribute the cell
phones at no cost to battered
women’s shelters in Phila-

delphia for the use of women
at risk in emergency situa-
tions. Before Oct. 12, phones
may be donated at Bar Head-
quarters, 1101 Market St., 10th
or 11th floor.

More details about the cell

phone drive are published on
page 18.

Reservations for the Asso-
ciation’s October 12 Quarterly
Meeting may be obtained by
completing and returning the
form below.

OCT. QUARTERLY
continued from page 3

Editors’ Note: Published below
are summaries of opinions issued
by the Professional Guidance Com-
mittee. The committee’s jurisdiction
is limited to rendering opinions
about prospective ethical conduct by
inquirers who are Philadelphia Bar
Association members. The letter “T”
following an opinion number indi-
cates a telephone inquiry. Attorneys
who wish to ask a question, obtain
copies of committee opinions or ask
the committee to research a matter
should contact Paul Kazaras, the
Association’s director of public and
legal services, at (215) 238-6328.

Summarized by
David I. Grunfeld

99-363T: Attorneys who
have dissolved their partner-
ship but remain in the same
location cannot continue to
use their partnership name.

99-389T: A witness may be
compensated for lost time
from work, based upon earn-
ings, and incidental expenses
(i.e., parking) but nothing else.

99-409T: A confidential doc-
ument may ethically be pro-

duced by an attorney upon a
court order following a hear-
ing on the issue of privilege.

99-422T: A sole practitioner
may have a nonlawyer (i.e., an
office manager or spouse) as a
co-signer on an escrow
account, but the attorney
would be responsible for the
actions of the co-signor.

99-433T: An attorney may
not include, or request the
inclusion of, a clause in a set-
tlement agreement barring
adverse counsel from taking
other clients against the
defendant in the same matter
in violation of Rule 5.6.

99-437T: Letterhead may not
identify a lawyer as a former
judge in a county, because
this is considered to be mis-
leading as to influence under
Rule 7.1.

2000-1T: An attorney not
admitted in Pennsylvania
cannot take a deposition in
Pennsylvania on a Pennsyl-
vania case.

2000-3T: An attorney who
handled a simple incorpora-
tion of a business several
years ago, without involve-

ment otherwise for the com-
pany or its shareholders, may
now represent an officer rela-
tive to termination, because
the matters are not substan-
tially related under Rule 1.9a.

2000-12T: An attorney’s firm
may not be named “Attorney
and Associates” if the attorney
is a sole practitioner.

2000-48T: There is no affir-
mative duty that an attorney,
when appearing before a
judge for whom that attorney
served as law clerk, disclose
that to adverse counsel in an
unrelated case.

2000-61T: An attorney who
wishes to compromise a fee
dispute with a client may
request mutual release pro-
vided there is compliance
with Rule 1.8h.

2 0 0 0 - 8 3 T : An attorney’s
references in general adve r-
tisments to the public to past
results in cases, even without
naming clients or defen-
dants, is misleading under
Rule 7. 1 b .

2000-89T: There is no prohi-
bition against advertising on
cabs or tow trucks, provided

that advertising rules are
complied with.

2000-94T: An attorney on an
indefinite leave of absence
without pay or continuing
connection or work with a
firm should be removed from
the firm’s letterhead.

2000-96T: An attorney who
handled a patent application
may become owner in part of
the patent in lieu of a fee paid
by the client, provided that
the attorney complies with
Rule 1.8a.

2000-100T: An attorney who
helped a start-up company
may receive stock in lieu of a
fee paid by the client, provid-
ed that the attorney complies
with Rule l.8a.

2000-128T: Same as 2000-
100T above, but a potential
conflict is noted under Rule
1.7b if the attorney continues
to work for the client while
being a shareholder in the
company.

2000-130T: Original wills
prepared by an attorney over
the course of 20 years should
be saved or returned to the
clients, or destroyed if the

estates are already probated
and closed.

2000-134T: It is not unethi-
cal for a law firm to pledge
receivables as collateral for a
credit line if client confiden-
tiality is maintained.

2000-147T: It would be
unethical for a doctor’s prac-
tice to pay for advertising for
an attorney’s law office in
exchange for referrals.

2000-161T: An attorney may
use a trade name provided
there is compliance with Rule
7.5.

2000-170T: An attorney who
represented a husband in a
divorce from his first wife
cannot now represent the
man’s second wife in a
divorce.

2000-187T: An attorney now
admitted to practice in Penn-
sylvania should not use certi-
fication issued by another
state on letterhead unless the
restriction to the issuing state
is noted.

David I. Grunfeld, a sole practitioner, is a
member of the Professional Guidance
Committee and the Editorial Board of Th e
Philadelphia Lawyer, the As s o c i a t i o n ’ s
quarterly magazine.

P R O F E S S I O N A L  G U I D A N C E
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Statement of Ownership, Management
and Circulation (Required by 39 USC 3685).
1. Publication title: Philadelphia Bar Report e r. 2.
Publication No.: 710-610. 3. Filing date: October
2000. 4. Issue Frequency: Monthly. 5. Number of
issues published annually: 12. 6. Annual subscription
price: $45. 7. Complete mailing address of known
o ffice of publication: Philadelphia Bar Association,
1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-
2911. Contact person: Nancy L. Hebble. Telephone:
(215) 238-6342. 8. Complete mailing address of
headquarters or general business office of publisher:
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th
f l o o r, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. 9. Full names
and complete mailing addresses of publisher, editor,
and managing editor: Publisher: Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Phila-
delphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Editor: Bruce H. Bikin, Esq.,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th
f l o o r, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Managing edi-
tor: Robert Nigro, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911.
10. Owner: Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911.
11. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more
of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other secu-
rities: none. 12. Tax status (for completion by non-
p rofit organizations authorized to mail at special
rates): The purpose, function and nonprofit status of
this organization and the exempt status for federal
income tax purposes has not changed during the pre-
ceding 12 months. 13. Publication Title: Philadelphia
Bar Report e r. 14. Issue date for circulation data
below: October 2000. 15. Extent and nature of circu-
lation: A. Total number of copies (net press ru n ) :
Average number of copies each issue during preced-
ing 12 months: 12,375. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 12,200. B. Paid
and/or requested circulation: 1. Paid/requested out-
side-county mail subscriptions stated on Form 3541
(Include advert i s e r’s proof and exchange copies):
Average number of copies each issue during preced-
ing 12 months: 3,327. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 3,276. 2. Paid
in-county subscriptions stated on Form 3541
(Include advertiser’s proof and exchange copies):
Average number of copies each issue during preced-
ing 12 months: 8,526. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 8,425. 3. Sales
through dealers and carriers, street vendors, counter
sales and other non-USPS paid distribution: Average
number of copies each issue during preceding 12
months: 0. Number of copies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 0. 4. Other classes
mailed through the USPS: Average number of copies
each issue during preceding 12 months: 0. Number
of copies of single issue published nearest to filing
date: 0. C. Total paid and/or requested circ u l a t i o n
(sum of 15B1, 15B2, 15B3 and 15B4): Average num-
ber of copies each issue during preceding 12
months: 11,853. Number of copies of single issue
published nearest to filing date: 11,701. D. Free dis-
tribution by mail (samples, complimentary and other
f ree copies): Average number of copies each issue
during preceding 12 months: 1. Outside-county as
stated on Form 3541: 0. 2. In-county as stated on
Form 3541: 150. 3. Other classes mailed through the
USPS: 0. Number of copies of single issue published
nearest to filing date: 1. Outside-county as stated on
Form 3541: 0. 2. In-county as stated on Form 3541:
150. 3. Other classes mailed through the USPS: 0. E.
Free distribution outside the mail (carriers or other
means): Average number of copies each issue during
preceding 12 months: 0. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 0. F. Total free
distribution (sum of 15D and 15E): Average number
of copies each issue during preceding 12 months:
150. Number of copies of single issue published
nearest to filing date: 150. G. Total distribution (sum
of 15C and 15F): Average number of copies each
issue during preceding 12 months: 12,003. Number
of copies of single issue published nearest to filing
date: 11,851. H. Copies not distributed: Av e r a g e
number of copies each issue during preceding 12
months: 372. Number of copies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 349. I. Total (sum of 15G
and 15H): Average number of copies each issue dur-
ing preceding 12 months: 12,375. Number of copies
of single issue published nearest to filing date:
12,200. J. Percent paid and/or requested circulation
(15C ÷ 15G x 100): Average number of copies each
issue during preceding 12 months: 98.75 perc e n t .
Number of copies of single issue published nearest
to filing date: 98.73 percent. Signed, Kenneth Shear,
Executive Dire c t o r, Oct. 1, 2000. I certify that the
statements made by me are correct and complete. I
understand that anyone who furnishes false or mis-
leading information or who omits material or infor-
mation requested may be subject to criminal sanc-
tions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or civil
sanctions (including multiple damages and civil
penalties).

All members of the legal commu-
nity and their friends and families
are invited to join the Bar’s team in
the 2000 AIDS Walk. The charity
event, a 12-kilometer (8-mile) walk
beginning and ending at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, will be
held Sunday, Oct. 15.

Funds raised will benefit more
than 40 organizations in the region,

including the AIDS Law Project of
Pennsylvania and the Temple Legal
Aid Office of the James E. Beasley
School of Law at Temple University,
that support the estimated 30,000
residents in the Greater Philadelphia
region living with HIV. 

Registration for the walk may be
obtained by contacting the AIDS
Fund Office at (215) 731-WALK or by

visiting www.aidswalkphilly.org. Bar
members are reminded to mention
the Association’s team number, 558,
when registering.

More information about the walk
may be obtained by contacting the
AIDS Fund Office at (215) 731-WALK
or teams@aidswalkphilly.org, or Bar
staffer Robert Nigro at (215) 238-6345
or rnigro@philabar.org. 

All Invited to Join Bar’s Team in AIDS Walk
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David H. Marion,
chair of the law
firm of Montgom-
ery, McCracken,
Walker & Rhoads
LLP, has been
appointed eastern
Pennsylvania chair
of the State Com-
mittee of the Inter-

national Academy of Trial Lawyers.

Michael H.
Krekstein, partner
in the law firm of
Fineman & Bach,
P.C., has been re-
elected to his sixth
consecutive term as
a member of the
board of trustees of
the Jewish Feder-

ation of Greater Philadelphia.

Carl W. Schneider, retired partner in
the law firm of
Wolf, Block, Schorr
and Solis-Cohen
LLP, recently be-
came chair of the
board of directors
of Jewish Family
and Children’s Ser-
vice of Greater
Philadelphia. He

has served on the organization’s board
for 30 years.

G. Craig Lord, partner in the law firm
of Blank Rome Comisky & McCauley
LLP, has been reappointed to serve on
the Judicial Council of Pennsylvania for
a three-year term. The council is
responsible for making recommenda-
tions to the Supreme Court of Penn-
sylvania about the creation of a unified
statewide judicial system.

Robert J. Fryling, partner in the law
firm of Blank Rome
Comisky & Mc-
Cauley LLP, has
been elected secre-
tary of the board of
directors of Dance
Affiliates, a promot-
er of modern dance
in the Philadelphia
area.

Louis W. Fryman,
managing partner
of the law firm of
Fox, Rothschild,
O’Brien & Frankel
LLP, has received
the 2000 Donald W.
Dowd Alumni
Association Award
for Public Service

from the Villanova Law School Alumni

Association. The award honors
Fryman’s 36 years of service to Big
Brothers-Big Sisters of America Inc.

Richard S.
Hyland, of counsel
to the law firm of
Montgomery, Mc-
Cracken, Walker &
Rhoads LLP, has
been honored by
the Burlington
County, N.J. Bar
Association for his

combined trial and judicial service. He
is a former state Superior Court judge
and a former presiding judge of the
Camden County District Court.

Stephen A.
Madva, partner in
Montgomery, Mc-
Cracken, Walker &
Rhoads LLP, has
been appointed to
the board of the
Opera Company of
Philadelphia.

Brenda Frazier-
Clemons, chief
legislative aide for
Philadelphia City
Council Member
Marian B. Tasco,
recently was re-
elected to the board
of directors of the
Pennsylvania Pris-

on Society. She also has been appoint-
ed to serve as a member of the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association’s Council on
Judicial Independence.
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