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JENNIFER ROBINSON:  What are your responsibilities 
as united states attorney of the eastern District of 
pennsylvania? 

ZANE DAVID MEMEGER: I’m the chief federal prosecutor for 
the Eastern District which covers the nine counties in Southeast 
Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, Berks, Bucks, Chester, Delaware, 
Lancaster, Lehigh, Montgomery, Northampton). My primary 
responsibilities are enforcing the federal criminal laws; defending 
the United States against suits brought against the government and 
its agencies; and initiating affirmative civil litigation, which is taking 
appropriate steps to collect funds that have been obtained wrongfully 
from the government, often through fraud.

this is your second time around with the united states 
attorney’s Office but it also ended your second time 
around at morgan Lewis & Bockius LLp.  How do you 
think your involvement with both prepared you for this 
post? 

I began my career as 
an associate at Morgan 
Lewis and was there 
from 1991 to 1995. I 
returned to Morgan 
Lewis as a partner in 
2006 and was there 
until May of last year. 
In my role as U.S. 
Attorney, I think it’s 
valuable experience 
to have been both a 
line prosecutor and 

practicing lawyer in private practice with Morgan Lewis. From the 
government side of my experience, I’ve learned how the criminal 
process works and I’ve come to understand how our criminal and 
civil divisions can work together to achieve significant results in very 
complex and complicated cases. On the flip side, as a private attorney 
who worked a lot with companies in terms of internal investigations 
and government investigations while at Morgan Lewis, I have learned 
a lot about how companies work, how they operate and the various 
relationships between departments. Pairing that experience with what 
I know from my days as a prosecutor is very valuable in the sense 
that I understand the complicated relationships and tensions that exist 
when the government is taking a look at problematic conduct and I 
know which steps are appropriate to get the right result. I understand 
company issues, such as when they’re responding to subpoenas 
or government inquiries, and I understand what goes on behind the 
scenes in terms of companies trying to provide information when 
they’re trying to cooperate or trying to resolve matters. This allows 
me to make appropriate decisions in terms of time tables and things of 
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that nature, as I fully understand and appreciate the complexities of 
the world in which today’s businesses are operating.

You mentioned that the eastern District of pennsylvania 
covers nine counties. these counties, from philadelphia 
County to northampton County, are very diverse. How 
does this add to the complexity of your job?
One of the complexities that I’ve been dealing with since I stepped 
into office is maintaining relationships between local, state and 
federal law enforcement partners so that we achieve the right results 
in those cases where we are working together. Being based in 
Philadelphia, I am acutely aware of the types of criminal activity 
that occur here, in particular the quality-of-life crimes – murders, 
narcotics trafficking, firearms trafficking, violent robberies – which 
are cases that we focus in on 
with our local and state partners. 
However, I need to make sure 
that I’m paying appropriate 
attention to what’s going on in all 
nine counties. My responsibility 
is to protect all citizens within 
the district and not, per se, 
just Philadelphia, although the 
Philadelphia region is a major 
component of what we handle 
on a regular basis by nature of 
the number of people who live 
in this region. We also have an 
office in Allentown with three 
attorneys. Of course, Allentown 
is not that far away, it’s right up 
the Northeast Extension, so those 
attorneys are often in Philadelphia 
while a number of the AUSAs in 
Philadelphia handle matters up in 
Allentown (where the Honorable 
James Knoll Gardner sits).  

It looks like your office 
has already succeeded 
in uncovering several 
frauds, including getting 
novartis pharmaceuticals 
Corporation to pay $442.5 
million in fines for off-label 
promotions and illegal 
marketing. Is fraud an area of the law on which you are 
focused?  
Fraud is a major priority for this office, financial fraud and 
healthcare fraud in particular. In the healthcare arena, there are a 
number of different entities in play, such as insurance companies, 
hospitals, pharmaceutical companies and medical device companies. 
The government has invested and spent a lot of money – especially 
with the new healthcare legislation – dealing with the health care 
issues that exist in this country and one of our responsibilities is to 
make sure that monies are being utilized in the right way. If various 
companies, hospitals or other entities aren’t doing things the right 
way under our health laws, then we need to take appropriate steps to 
get compliance with the regulations and the laws that are in place. 

That’s a major responsibility that we have as the United States 
Attorney’s Office.

Others have said that you want to return the Office of 
the united states attorney to a federal office. What do 
you mean by that? 
As federal prosecutors, we’re responsible for enforcing a wide 
variety of laws that were implemented to deal with national 
problems, but also bear on local and state problems.  Accordingly, 
we’re often dealing with prosecutors at the state and local level 
with regard to what I would call quality-of-life crimes – narcotics, 
firearms trafficking, violent robberies – and other matters that are 
traditionally handled by local and state law enforcement. The federal 
laws cover things that have an impact on a national level, such as 

statutes that cover healthcare fraud, 
financial fraud, tax fraud, firearms 
trafficking and narcotics trafficking 
(domestic and international), 
among others. As we’re being 
asked to do more with less, one of 
the things that I need to do is work 
better with my state and local law 
enforcement partners to make sure 
that we’re utilizing our resources in 
the right way to attack the problems 
that face our various cities, such 
as Allentown, Bethlehem, Chester, 
Coatesville, Lancaster, Philadelphia 
and Reading. State and local law 
enforcement play a very significant 
role in terms of the quality of life that 
their citizens experience. Federal 
law enforcement also has a role, but 
I need to make sure that the cases 
my office brings are impacting the 
perceived national crime problems 
that present themselves, initially, at 
the state and local levels.

How do prevention and re-
entry fit into your approach 
to law enforcement?  
One of the things that I’ve come to 
recognize based on my experience 
as a prosecutor here in this office 
between 1991 and 2006 is that 

crime is a complex issue and we’re not going to be able to arrest 
our way out of the problem. We need to take a larger and more 
comprehensive approach to law enforcement. Along with the 
traditional law enforcement roles of investigation and prosecution, 
we recognize that we need to deal with things on the front end, in 
terms of prevention, and on the back end, such as with re-entry. When 
I say re-entry, I mean making sure that persons who have served 
their time get reintegrated into the community and are provided with 
opportunities to do things the right way so that they don’t go back to 
a life of crime. Here in our district, we have a re-entry court that is 
run out of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania under the guidance of Magistrate Judges Timothy R. 
Rice and L. Felipe Restrepo. It’s an excellent program that has shown 
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much success in terms of reducing recidivism 
rates. Then, on the prevention side of things, 
while our office traditionally deals with adult 
criminal prosecutions, because juvenile 
prosecutions usually occur at the state and 
local level, we recognize that a lot of the 
defendants we end up seeing in our cases 
have had a prior track record of engaging in 
criminal activity.  To the extent we can take 
proactive steps to prevent that track record 
from developing, we should.  It is important 
to show young people – through enriching 
experiences – that there is a different way 
of life besides crime. So representatives 
from my office, including myself, engage 
in a number of different activities, such 
as Philadelphia Reads, where we engage 
with young students and bring them in and 
tutor them in reading and hopefully give 
them a different experience to reflect on as 
they’re making life decisions. We do anti-
gang type programs. We work with state, 
local and community organizations to find 
ways to connect and show people there 
are other alternatives to engaging in illegal 
activity and that it is very important to get 
an education, stay in school, get employment 
and do things the right way that, long term, 
will be very beneficial to the community 
because those individuals will recognize that 
they also have a stake in the community in 
which they live.

You won the robert F. Kennedy 
award for public service in 1991, 
and have said how much of an 
inspiration he is to you. For what 
did you win this award, and what 
did it mean for you to receive such 
an honor?
When I was in law school, I became a 
member of what was then known as the Post-
Conviction Assistance Project (P-CAP), 
which was a program designed to provide 
assistance and services to inmates in local 
jails and federal prison. My first year in 
P-CAP was basically spent as a member 
who helped out with different programs, but 
then I became the special projects director. 
At the time, one of the things that the 
special projects director was working on and 
developing was a literacy program where law 

students would go into prisons and local jails 
to work with inmates to teach them reading 
and writing skills with the idea that when 
they were released from jail they would be 
able to read and fill out basic applications for 
jobs, things of that nature, so that, hopefully, 
they could improve their lives. Then I 
shifted over to the litigation director role 
at the end of second-year where I oversaw 
cases being handled by law students – with 
law school professors’ oversight, of course – 
involving  inmates in federal habeus corpus 
proceedings and civil rights proceedings 
under Section 1983. The federal courts in 
Virginia had a third-year practice rule, so 
one of the unique opportunities that I had 
as a third-year law student was that I got to 
argue an appeal before the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. At that point in time, 
Justice Powell had retired from the United 
States Supreme Court but was still hearing 
cases at the Fourth Circuit and he was on 
the panel that I  argued before, so that was a 

pretty unique experience. The whole P-CAP 
experience really taught me the value of 
community service, the value of what is set 
forth in the Constitution in terms of all the 
enumerated rights and the real importance of 
making sure that at the end of the day justice 
prevails and things are done right, regardless 
of whether you’re on the prosecution side of 
the house or on the defense side of the house. 
You need to make sure that you’re doing 
the right thing because our community and 
society are dependent on the fact that things 
are done right and that justice prevails. So 
being part of that has always been a really 
important part of my life and it’s led to my 
life as a prosecutor and guided my work in 
private practice.

You were born in Yonkers, n.Y. Does 
that mean that you are a Yankees 
fan?  
Unfortunately, it does, though I root for the 
Phillies anytime that they’re not playing the 
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Yankees. I live in a split household. My nine-
year-old daughter is a Yankees fan, but my 
wife and son are Phillies fans. The jury is 
still out on my daughter in terms of where 
her allegiances are going to lie. 

I go to an occasional baseball game, but 
a lot of my time is spent either biking or 
running. I do sprint duathlons during the 
summer, occasionally I’ll throw in a sprint 
triathlon, but to the extent that I can get on 
my bike or get out there for a good run, it 
calms me down and gets my head clear for 
the busy schedule that I lead. I’ve run in the 

Bar Association’s 5K in the past and I will 
probably be running this year as part of my 
duathlon training. It’s a fun race.

You attended James madison 
university as an undergraduate and 
the university of Virginia school of 
Law to earn your J.D.  What brought 
you to philadelphia? 
I grew up in Wilmington, Del., after my 
parents moved from Yonkers. I worked for 
Williams & Connolly, LLP, in Washington, 
D.C., between undergrad and law school as 

a paralegal and I liked Washington, but, at 
least for me, it was a little too transient. A 
lot of my friends would come and go. Also, 
the litigation practices in D.C. were a little 
more regulatory focused, at least from my 
perception, and I wanted more litigation 
from a corporate civil context. One of my 
peer advisors in law school suggested that I 
give Philadelphia a shot. He was headed to 
Morgan Lewis as an associate, so I submitted 
my resume and was eventually hired as 
a summer associate. I came up here in the 
summer of 1990 and just fell in love with the 
city and have been here ever since.

What are your long-term goals for 
the united states attorney Office?
Long term, we have a number of priorities. 
The first priority is combating terrorism.  
After that, in terms of my priorities for this 
office I consider public corruption to be a 
major issue. I think that when the community 
loses faith in its public officials it negatively 
impacts the community relationships that need 
to exist in order for positive developments 
to take root and grow for the benefit of the 
people. Additionally, we have talked about 
healthcare fraud and white-collar crime and, 
with regard to the economic environment 
in which we’re currently operating, it’s 
very important that we remain focused on 
those types of issues moving forward so 
that those people who are trying to make 
money in improper ways are investigated 
and prosecuted, accordingly. Civil rights is 
also a very important issue for me. I think 
that ties in to our focus on mentoring but 
also the importance of education and that we 
need to make sure that people are provided 
with a good environment in which to get an 
education. We just resolved, not too long 
ago, the bullying situation down at South 
Philadelphia High School, which goes a 
long way toward making sure that students 
have that type of environment where they 
can focus on learning rather than on issues 
of safety. Then, there are the quality-of-life 
crimes, and that’s a difficult job, because 
we’re dealing with narcotics, firearms, 
violent robberies, and we’re dealing with 
economic issues that cause people to engage 
in crime to make money. It’s a complicated 
issue to attack, but it’s very important that 
people feel safe in their communities, so that 
they can pursue their dreams and thrive.

Jennifer L. Robinson (jennifer.robinson@
bipc.com) is an associate with Buchanan 
Ingersoll & Rooney PC.
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