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My friend, visiting from Denmark, was horrified. 

We were ina small grocery, and the clerk had packed everything into a plastic sack. 

"Whaaat?!" Jan scolded as we left. "Of all people! Don't you have your own bag?" 

I'd forgotten it. Lame, but it happens from time to time. 

Denmark has a bag fee, and it has transformed Jan's behavior. He walks everywhere; tucking a reusable 

bag into his briefcase is as automatic as pocketing his keys. 

Ads by Google 

  

Official Obama Website E 
Join Philadelphia for Obama now. It's NNO) 51 COLA US SLL 
time to do it again. 

barackobama.com/philadelphia 

  

ERICA EXPRESS 

Retire In Delaware 

Golf, Tennis & No Sales Tax. Bridgeville 
DE, from low $200s. 

www.HeritageShores.com 

  

$0 Intro Annual Fee for the first year, and 

eam 10,000 Membership Rewards® Bonus Points 

EAA a lel _ 

Teris Cardtess a 

Some places have banned the bags. Some charge a fee. But if the shoppers at my local grocery are 

indicative, many people embrace the convenience and say the heck with the planet. 

    

  

Here in the United States, we're still wrestling with the issue. 

In this season of shopping and entertaining, the bags inevitably mount. 

This must stop. 

Practically, the issue is about resources. Valuable fossil fuels - natural gas, for the most part - go into the 

manufacture of plastic bags. 

Litter is also an issue. A 2008 study of the Anacostia watershed outside Washington - before a fee was 
instituted - found that 50 percent of the trash in tributaries was plastic bags. 

The bags are also symbolic - probably nothing typifies our disposable society as much as plastic bags. 

The industry has squirmed every which way to fight bans and fees, which obviously would blunt the 

bottom line. 

The industry fought vigorously when Philadelphia proposed a fee, which had been touted in the city's 

Greenworks sustainability plan. Mayor Nutter once chanted, "No more plastic bags!" But in 2009, the 

attempt failed; it has not been resurrected. 

The industry's counteroffer is plastic-bag recycling. While many environmental groups aren't enthralled, 

the industry has found a strong ally: antilitter groups. 

Plastic-bag recycling is now the major campaign of Keep Philadelphia Beautiful, which also receives some 

funding from the American Chemistry Council, parent of the plastic-bag industry group, Progressive Bag 

Affiliates. 

KPB executive director Phoebe Coles explained that the group's focus was on behavior, not products. She 

said the same went for cigarette butts: They address the litter, not the smoking itself. 

In 2009, KPB partnered with Temple University to collect enough bags to bury its iconic bell tower. 

Last month, KPB joined a wider public education campaign, A Bag's Life, with a website 

(www.abagslife.com) and an app to help people find drop-off locations. 
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