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Alexandra M. Antoniou

Professional Background: Sole prac-
titioner, Villanova University School of 
Law.
Activities: Smith College Philadelphia 
Club (executive board member), Vil-
lanova Law J. O’Brien Inn of Court, 
Philadelphia VIP Tax Clinic, member, 
Young Lawyers Division.
Candidate’s Statement: My profes-
sional experience coupled with my 
organizational skills and determination 
qualifies me to serve on the YLD Execu-
tive Committee.  I serve on the Executive 
Board of the Philadelphia Smith College 
Club, and plan a variety of events that 
draw diverse members of the commu-
nity.  My professional involvement also 
demonstrates my continued dedication 
to my community.  I belong to the Inn of 
Court, work in the Tax Clinic, and rep-
resent clients pro bono.  I look forward to 
the opportunity to employ these skills as 
an active member of the YLD Executive 
Committee.

Rachel E. Branson
Professional Background: Associate, 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP. 
Villanova University School of Law.
Activities: Member, Schnader Harrison 
Segal & Lewis LLP Diversity Commit-
tee; vice president of finance, Barristers’ 
Association of Philadelphia: Business 
Law Section liaison to Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee.
Candidate’s Statement: I am seek-
ing election to increase my involvement 
with the Bar Association and my role on 
the YLD. During the past year, I have 
served as liaison to the Business Law 
Section. In that capacity, I have been an 
active participant in meetings and have 
seen the need for the involvement of 
young lawyers in all aspects of the Bar 
Association. Currently, I am assisting the 
Business Law Section with its law student 
outreach initiative. As a member of the 
Executive Committee, I have actively 
participated in community outreach 
events and opportunities to fellowship 
with my colleagues.

Roxane Crowley
Professional Background: SeniorLAW 
Center Borchard Fellow in Law and 
Aging, Temple University Beasley School 
of Law.
Activities: Young Lawyers Divi-

sion – liaison, Public Interest Section; 
Legal Line Committee chair; co-chair, 
Law Week essay and poster contests; 
committee member, Harvest for the 
Homeless, People’s Law School.
Candidate’s Statement:  My work as a 
public interest attorney and as a liaison to 
the YLD Executive Committee demon-
strates my commitment to serving others 
through leadership, project coordination 
and direct service. I have successfully 
chaired and co-chaired YLD committees 
and have been impressed by the cama-
raderie among and commitment of my 
fellow young lawyers. If elected to the 
Executive Committee, I will work to en-
gage and promote the interests of young 
attorneys across practice areas. My legal 
work for some of Philadelphia’s most 
vulnerable will allow me to add a unique 
perspective to how young attorneys can 
better serve our community.

Ryan G. Gatto
Professional Background: Judicial 
clerk, Complex Litigation Center, First 
Judicial District of Pennsylvania. Univer-
sity of Illinois College of Law. 
Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division, 
Military Affairs Committee; Justin-
ian Society (chair of Young Lawyers 
Division); Volunteer, Temple University 
L.E.A.P. high school mock trial program; 
volunteer attorney, Philadelphia VIP and 
SeniorLAW Center.
Candidate’s Statement: As a nascent 
litigator (but desiring some life outside 
work), a public sector attorney (but with 
a Big Law wife), and a native far-removed 
from Philadelphia (but still a Phillies 
fan), I hope to bring a number of differ-

ent perspectives to the Bar Association. 
Hopefully, such a fresh (and optimistic) 
eye will aid the Bar in its primary duties 
of promoting Philadelphia and repre-
senting the multi-faceted interests of its 
members. So, whatever drives you, I will 
attempt to use my experience to convey 
your concerns to the YLD. Perhaps, after 
three years, I can be adopted as a real 
Philadelphian.

Joshua L. Gayl
Professional Background: Associate, 
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP. Villanova 
University School of Law.
Activities: Member, American Bar 
Association, Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion, American Association for Justice, 
Brandeis Law Society. 
Candidate’s Statement:  I am a fourth-
year associate seeking to expand my legal 
experience, public service commitment 
and professional network. I believe I am 
ideally suited for the Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee. I have 
served in leadership roles for several 
civic organizations with great success 
in increasing membership, awareness 
and overall health of the organization 
both in terms of financial stability and 
commitment to the organizations’ goals 
and mission. Along with my enthusi-
asm, determination and commitment to 
professional integrity, this experience has 
prepared me to become a valuable asset 
to the YLD Executive Committee.

Joseph P. Guzzardo
Professional Background: Associate, 
Reger Rizzo and Darnall, LLP. Temple 

University Beasley School of Law.
Activities: Temple L.E.A.P. high school 
mock trial coach; member, Justinian 
Society; Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Committee liaison to Young Lawyers 
Division.
Candidate’s Statement: The main pur-
pose of the Young Lawyers Division is to 
promote justice and improve the quality 
of the legal system – two goals that I have 
attempted to meet every time I step into 
the courtroom and through my work 
with Philadelphia’s high school mock 
trial program. I am aware that I represent 
both my client and an entire genera-
tion of young lawyers that some people 
consider to be self-serving. With this 
in mind, I volunteered to help plan the 
Harvest for the Homeless and facilitated 
what I hope will be a fruitful relationship 
with the Project H.O.M.E. organization 
in Philadelphia. 

Paul W. Kaufman
Professional Background: Assistant 
United States Attorney, United States 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania. Yale Law School.
Activities: Philadelphia Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division Executive Com-
mittee (co-chair, Mock Trial Committee; 
member, Law Week Committee; chair, 
Rules Committee, John S. Bradway 
Mock Trial Competition; participant, 
Law Week activities; lecturer, Temple 
L.E.A.P Camp). Advancing Civics 
Education program executive committee 
founding member; volunteer, attorney fee 
dispute panel; Host Committee, Logis-
tics Chair, National High School Mock 
Trial Competition.
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Candidate’s Statement: I have been a 
member of the Young Lawyers Division 
Executive Committee since 2004 because 
I am committed to serving the commu-
nity through civic education. For the past 

mock trial program, serving as a coach, 
judge, teacher, problem author and co-
ordinator at the local, state and national 
levels. I am a co-founder of the ACE 
program and a co-author of its model 
curriculum as well as a team leader. I ask 
for your vote so that I can continue to 
create opportunities for young lawyers to 
give back to our community. 

Matthew G. Laver
Professional Background:  Judicial 
law clerk, Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas President Judge Pamela Pryor 
Dembe, University of Maryland Law 
School.
Activities:  Member, Brandeis Law 
Society, Jewish Law Day Committee, 
University of Pennsylvania Alumni Club, 
University of Maryland Recent Gradu-
ate Committee. Volunteer, Philadelphia 
Arbitration Center, Philadelphia Reads.
Candidate’s Statement:   I believe that 
I can help to achieve our YLD goals of 
improving the quality of our legal justice 

system and giving expression to the desire 
of our young lawyers to promote justice 
in our city. My position as a judicial law 

-
torneys, judges and clerks. In this compa-
ny, I am well positioned to both advocate 
for the YLD and to receive useful counsel 
from all segments of our bench and bar. 
As your voice on the Executive Commit-

our shared goals and desires.

Justin Serianni
Professional Background:

University School of Law, J.D.; Temple 
University Beasley School of Law, LL.M. 
in Trial Advocacy.
Activities:  Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association, Justinian Society and 

Council of Gaudeniza, the region’s larg-
est provider of drug and alcohol rehabili-
tation services.
Candidate’s Statement:  As a young 
attorney who recently opened a law 

networking with my peers and I know 
that the Young Lawyers Division presents 
the best vehicle for us to promote our 
mutual success. And as a member of the 
YLD Executive Committee, I will work 
to make the network of Philadelphia’s 
young lawyers stronger, more diverse 
and poised to face the challenges of our 

profession.

Je�ery Wyble
Professional Background: Attend-
ing Villanova University Law School of 
LL.M. in Taxation, Widener University 
School of Law.
Activities:  Member, American Bar As-
sociation, Pennsylvania Bar Association.
Candidate’s Statement:  I recently 
returned to Philadelphia after practic-
ing law for three years out of state and 

am eager to assist the Young Lawyers 
Division of the Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion in serving its members. During my 
years of practice, I was an active member 
in multiple bar associations outside the 

me to assist the Executive Committee in 
providing new services and programs to 
the members of the Young Lawyers Divi-
sion. I look forward to using my unique 
experience and motivation to provide 
excitement and opportunity for all mem-
bers of the Young Lawyers Division. 

Election Notice

Candidates For YLD Executive Committee
Balloting for members of the Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee 

will take place on Tuesday, Dec. 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the Ballroom 
Level of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets. 

Executive Committee. Committee members serve three-year terms.
 

Note: Only members in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers Divi-
sion may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division if (1) 
they have not yet reached or reached in 2009 the age of 37, or (2) they have not 

bar of any state.
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