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election 2015

Snyder and Platt Vie for Vice Chancellor
The 2015 race for the position of Vice Chancellor 
of the Philadelphia Bar Association is contested. Hon. A. 
Michael Snyder (Ret.) and Mary Platt are runningfor the 
position that is third-in-line for Chancellor of the 
Association. The winner will serve as Chancellor 
in 2018.

hon. a. michael snyder 
(ret.)

Professional Experience: Distinguished neutral 
with The Dispute Resolution Institute; Temple 
University School of Law.
Association Activities:  Assistant secretary of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association; chair/co-chair of 
Bar Academy (2010-present); Bench-Bar Plan-
ning Committee (2011, 2012); co-chair Law 
School Outreach Initiative (2014-present); Board 
of Governors, Workers’ Compensation Sec-
tion representative (2001, 2009-2014); co-chair, 
Workers’ Compensation Section (2000, 2009); 
Executive Committee, Workers’ Compensation 
Section (1999-2002, 2008-present); member, 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee; member, 
Arts in the Courts Committee; team teacher, Advancing 
Civics Education Program (2009-present); Investigative 
Division member, Judicial Selection and Retention Com-
mittee (2013-present); member, Workers’ Compensation 
Section; member, Philadelphia Bar Foundation Grants 
Committee (2009-present). 
Candidate’s Statement: I am delighted to be able to 
address you as a candidate for Vice Chancellor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association. My many years of activity 
in the Bar Association, including my current service as 
Assistant Secretary, co-chair of the Bar Academy, co-chair 
of the Law School Outreach Initiative, member of the 
Cabinet, member of the Audit Committee, member of 
the Investments Committee, Investigative Team member 
of the Commission on Judicial Retention and Selection, 
and counsel to the Workers’ Compensation Section dem-
onstrate my commitment to the values and ideals of this 
amazing organization.

I am committed to actions that will enhance the profes-
sional lives of our members, to actions that will promote 
greater diversity and inclusion in the profession, to actions 

that will assure equal access to civil justice, to continued 
actions to assure an independent, high-quality judiciary, 
and to collaboration with City and business leaders to 

build a strong economic base for Philadelphia. 
Leadership of the Philadelphia Bar Association is a great 
responsibility; it is a responsibility that I do not take 
lightly. I pledge that if elected I will work tirelessly to 
achieve the goals of the Association, and the needs of the 
citizens of Philadelphia. 

mary f. platt

Professional Experience: Counsel, Fineman Krekstein 
& Harris, P.C., Georgetown University Law Center and 
Mount Holyoke College.
Association Activities: Assistant treasurer of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association; Law Practice Management 
Division representative to Board of Governors (2009-
2010); parliamentarian, Board of Governors (2008); 
Chancellor’s Cabinet (2002-2005, 2008, 2013, 2014); 
treasurer (2003-2005);  assistant treasurer (2002, 2013, 
2014); member, Audit Committee (2002-2005, 2013, 
2014); elected member, Board of Governors (1999-2001); 
Law Practice Management Division, co-chair (2009, 

2010), vice chair (2008), and treasurer (2007); co-chair, 
City Policy Committee (2007, 2008); chair, Fidelity 
Bank (now PNC) Award Committee (2007); chair, 

Federal Courts Committee (2000), vice 
chair (1999); chair, Civility Code Task Force 
(2000); chair, Justice Brennan Distinguished 
Jurist Award Committee (2003), member 
(2013); co-chair, Women in the Profession 
Committee (1997,1998); co-chair, Sandra 
Day O’Connor Award Committee (1997, 
1998); member (1996, 1999-2001); mem-
ber, Strategic Planning Committee (2002); 
member, Nominating Committee (2000); 
current member, Philadelphia Bar Founda-
tion, Hamilton Circle; current member, 
Business Law Section, Federal Courts Com-
mittee, Women in the Profession Commit-
tee, Business Litigation Committee, City 
Policy Committee, Professional Responsi-
bility Committee, and Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Committee.
Candidate’s Statement: Since 1997, I 
have held several leadership positions in the 

Philadelphia Bar Association because I wanted to make 
a difference in the lives of other lawyers and our profes-
sion. I am running for Vice Chancellor so I can lead the 
Association in efforts to achieve equal access to justice; 
legal services for the poor and disadvantaged; an inde-
pendent and qualified judiciary; diversity and inclusion; 
and changes in laws to meet the needs of society and our 
profession. I also want the Association to help lawyers 
connect with each other and the business community, 
manage their practices and advance in our profession, and 
engage in activities that serve our legal community and 
Philadelphia.

My goal is to make the Bar Association an organiza-
tion in which all Philadelphia lawyers want to participate.  
This is a critical period for our Association because lawyers 
have limited time to devote to Bar activities.  I believe my 
broad-based leadership experience in the Association and 
my experience as a practicing lawyer will enable me to 
identify the needs of lawyers in our community, collabo-
rate with others on how the Association can serve these 
needs, and increase membership and participation in Bar 
activities.

PlattSnyder

4 Line Office Posts Unopposed

CoatsworthFoley Klyashtorny

For 2015, the four candidates for Association line office posts 
are unopposed. The candidates are Jacqueline G. Segal, secretary; Regina 
M. Foley, treasurer; Jennifer S. Coatsworth, assistant secretary; and Natalie 
Klyashtorny, assistant treasurer.

Segal is a partner at Fox Rothschild LLP and a graduate of Temple Univer-
sity Beasley school of Law.

Segal currently serves as secretary of the Bar Association (2014-2015). 
She has held a number of other Bar Association positions including assistant 
secretary (2011-2013); parliamentarian to the Board of Governors (2010); 
Cabinet member (2010-present); Board of Governors (2007-2009); co-chair, 
Membership Task 

Segal

continued on page 9
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tolawyer    lawyer referrals
For details on placing a Lawyer to Lawyer referral ad, contact Lana Ehrlich at 215-557-2392 or lehrlich@alm.com.

For more information on placing a  
Lawyer to Lawyer referral ad, please contact 

Lana EhrLich at

215-557-2392 or lehrlich@alm.com

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
REFERRALS

For State Workers’  
Compensation Referrals:

PAUL B. HIMMEL 
Certified Worker’s Compensation 

Specialist • 215-931-2550  
phimmel@freedmanlorry.com

For Longshoreman and  
Harbor Worker Referrals: 

DAVID LINKER 

215-931-2547 
dlinker@freedmanlorry.com

CONNECT WITH US
PHILADELPHIABAR.ORG

The Philadelphia Bar Association, 
founded in 1802, is the oldest 
association of lawyers in the 

United States.

Force (2010-2013); chair, Chancellor’s 
Committee for Pandemic/Disaster Plan-
ning (2007-2009); served on the Code 
of Judicial Conduct Task Force (2013); 
member of the Elections Committee 
(2008, 2013, 2014, 2015); board liaison 
to Minorities in the Profession Commit-
tee (2008); served on the Policy Oversight 
and Long Range Planning Committee 
(2008); the Family Court Construction 
Committee (2008); Commission on 
Judicial Selection and Retention (2006); 
and Section Chairs Committee (2006). 
In addition, Segal has been active in the 
Association’s Family Law Section including 
chair (2006), chair-elect (2005), treasurer 
(2004), secretary (2003), and Executive 
Committee (1997-2011); was co-chair 
of the Child Support Legislation Com-
mittee (2004); co-chair of the Divorce 
and Equitable Distribution Committee 
(1997-2002); and co-chair of the Domes-
tic Violence Committee (1994-1996).

Segal was an officer, executive com-
mittee member and founding member of 
Philadelphia’s Nicholas A. Cipriani Family 
Law American Inn of Court (2006-2007); 
is a member of the Doris Jonas Freed 
American Inn of Court (1998-present); 
member of the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School American Inn of Court (1994- 
1996); is a member of the American Bar 
Association, Family Law Section; and 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association, Family 
Law Section; served on the Philadelphia 
Bar Foundation Hamilton Gala Benefit 
Host Committee (2014); Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation Individual Giving Campaign 
(2011-2013) and Women’s Resource Cen-
ter Advisory Board (2014-2015).

Foley is an attorney at Raynes McCarty 

and graduated from Widener University 
Delaware Law School. 

Foley is the chair of the Solo, Small & 
Mid-Size Firm Management Committee 
(2015); was co-chair of Women in the Pro-
fession Committee (2013-2014);  ex-offi-
cio member, Board of Governors (2012);  
Chair of Board of Governors (2011); a Bar 
Leadership Institute (2011) elected mem-
ber  of the Board of Governors (2009-
2011); Chancellor’s Appointment to Board 
of Governors (2008); served on the Elec-
tions Committee (2011-2014); co-chair 
of Bench-Bar Committee (2010); served 
on the Bench-Bar Conference Scholarship 
Committee (2008-2013; 2015); appointed 
member, Membership Task Force (2011, 
2012); Long Range Advisory Council 
(2013-2015); co-chair of the Sandra Day 
O’Connor Award Committee (2013, 
2014) and a member (2015); was a team 
member, Advancing Civics Education Pro-
gram (2007-2012); Executive Committee 
of the Young Lawyers Division (YLD) 
(2001-2004), where she was the chair of 
Harvest for the Homeless, and Habitat 
for Humanity/Community Outreach; 
was a member of the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation, Young Lawyers Division of 
the Hamilton Circle; is a member of the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation, Hamilton 
Circle; and is a member of the State 
Civil Litigation Section,Women in the 
Profession Committee, Medical-Legal 
Committee and Professional Responsi-
bility Committee.

Foley serves on the board of directors 
of the Philadelphia Trial Lawyers (1997- 
present), is the assistant treasurer of the 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers (2012-pres-
ent), and member (2015); is a mem-
ber of the Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers 
Association (1997 to present) and served 
on its board of governors (2001-2006); 

is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association, House of Delegates, (2002 to 
present); and a member of the Brehon Law 
Society, The Lawyers Club, Montgomery 
County Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association. Foley volunteers with the 
Support Center for Child Advocates (2001 
to present).

Coatsworth is an associate at Margolis 
Edelstein and graduated from Temple 
University Beasley School of Law.

Coatsworth is Board of Governors 
Parliamentarian (2015) and was an elected 
member (2012-2014); co-chair of the 
Military and Veterans Affairs Committee 
(2012, 2014); Budget Committee (2013); 
Elections Committee (2013); served on 
the Chancellors Retreat Planning Commit-
tee (2012, 2014); secretary for the Com-
mittee on Insurance Practice (2013-2014); 
served on the Executive Committee of the 
YLD (2007-2011), vice chair (2009) and 
secretary (2008); served as the YLD law 

school outreach coordinator (2007- 2009); 
chair of YLD Bar Enhancement Com-
mittee (2008); chair of the YLD Social 
Committee (2009); member of the State 
Civil Litigation Section (2008-present), 
State Civil Litigation Section Arbitration 
Committee (2008-present), State Civil 
Litigation Section Rules and Procedures 
Committee (2008-present) and member 
of the Women in the Profession Commit-
tee (2008-present); Alexander Hamilton 
Benefit Gala Planning Committee (2009, 
2010) Alexander Hamilton Benefit  Gala 
Auction Committee (2011) and Bench-
Bar Planning Committee (2011, 2012, 
sponsorships 2015); is a member of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association Women in 
the Profession Committee (2008-present); 
was co-chair of the PBA WIP Annual 
Conference (2013-2014); is co-chair of the 
Awards Committee (2014-2016); and is a 
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-

Line Offices
continued from page 7

continued on page 23
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5 Board of 
Governors Seats 
Unopposed
For 2015, the five open seats on the Board of 
Governors are unopposed. The five candidates are 
Edward F. Beitz, Maureen Farrell, James Funt, Wendy 
Castor Hess and Adam M. Taylor.

Beitz is an associate at White & Williams LLP and a 
graduate of Rutgers Law School.

Beitz was chair of the Executive Committee of the 
Young Lawyers Division (YLD) (2014); chair-elect of 
the YLD (2013); treasurer of the YLD (2012); and vot-
ing member of the YLD Executive Committee (2011-
2014).

Farrell is principal of The Law Offices of Maureen 
M. Farrell and a graduate of Widener University Dela-
ware Law School.

Farrell is a member of the Probate and Trust Law 
Section (2007-present); was an investigator for the 
Commission on Judicial Selection and Retention 
(2015); is an associate editor of the Philadelphia Bar 
Reporter (2014-2015); is a Legal Line volunteer (2015); 
she was a creator of the Women in the Profession News-
letter Committee and editor-in-chief of the newsletter 
(2011-2012); a course planner and faculty member at 
the 2013 Bench-Bar & Annual Conference program 
recognized as the highest individual fundraiser for the 
Bar 5K Run/Walk (2010); was a member of the Bar 
5K Run/Walk Charity Committee (2010-2011, 2013); 
member of the Green Ribbon Committee (2011-2013), 
the Family Law Section (2012-2014), the Business 
Law Section (2012-2015); and she is a member of the 
Solo, Small & Mid-Size Firm Management Commit-
tee (2007 to present), the LGBT Rights Committee 
(2011-present) and the Women in the Profession Com-
mittee (2007-present). 

Farrell was a member of the Brehon Law Society 
Executive Board (2014); chair of the Women in the 
Brehon’s (2012-2014); was chair of the Brehon Mem-
bership Committee (2012-2014); fundraiser and 
promotional event organizer for Community Legal 
Services Justice for All 5K Run (2013); member of the 
5K Run Committee (2012); and is a board member 
of the Bryn Mawr Running Club, Executive Com-
mittee (1999 to present); a member of the Widener 
Women’s Alumni Network (2007 to present); served on 
the Women’s Way Unsung Heroine Awards Commit-
tee (2011-2012); and is a member of the Washington 
Square West Civic Association, The Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia, The Philadelphia Trial Lawyer’s 
Association, The Justinian Law Society, The Brehon 
Law Society and the Philadelphia Volunteer for the 
Indigent Program.

Funt is a partner at Greenblatt, Pierce, Engle, Funt 
& Flores, LLC and a graduate of Temple University 
Beasley School of Law.

Funt was chair of the Criminal Justice Section (2013) 
and is co-chair (2015) and serves on the Commission 
for Judicial Selection and Retention (2013 – present).

Funt worked on the US/Mexican border advocating 

for workers’ rights and co-founded his current law firm.
Castor Hess is a partner at Goldbulm & Hess PC 

and a graduate of George Washington School of Law.
Castor Hess is the chair 

of the Immigration Law 
Committee (2011-present;) 
was a course planner and 
faculty member, of the 2015 
Bench-Bar & Annual Con-
ference co-course planner, 
for the Immigration Law 
and Solo, Small & Mid-Size 
Firm Committees (2015); 
course planner and faculty 
member for the Chancellor’s 
Forum titled “Unaccompa-
nied Immigrant Minors: The 
Humanitarian Crisis Not 
Just at Our Borders” (2014); 
course planner and mod-
erator, for Immigration Law 
Committee CLE (2014);  
was a course planner for the 
Immigration Law and Solo, 
Small & Mid-Size Firm 
Management Committees 
CLE (2013). 

Castor Hess is a co-chair 
of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association, Immigration 
Law Committee (2012-pres-
ent) and was vice chair 
(2010-12); is the Pro Bono 
Immigration Counsel 
to the Mexican Consul-
ate in Philadelphia and a 
member of the consulate’s 
Programa de Asistencia 
Legal Externa (PALE) 
(2010-present); a member of 
the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association (AILA) 
(1981-present) and was the 
Philadelphia Chapter chair 
(1996-97); is the national 
liaison to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor and U.S. Immigration & Naturalization 
Service Vermont Service Center, Liaison Committee 
chair and co-chair Philadelphia AILA-U.S. Citizenship 
& Immigration Services, course planner and faculty 
member for numerous national and chapter AILA 
conferences and mentor to new AILA members; was 
president of HIAS Pennsylvania (Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society) (2010-12), former vice president, secre-
tary, treasurer and current board member; received 
the HIAS Advocacy Award (2009); and immigration 
volunteer for the Philadelphia Legal Assistance Farm-

worker’s Project, Kennett Square, Pa. (1995-2013). 
Taylor is an attorney at Disability Law Advocates 

Group, P.C. and a graduate of Temple University Beas-

ley School of Law.
Taylor is a member of the Workers Compensation 

Section (2012-present), serves on the Executive Com-
mittee and was co-chair (2013).

Taylor won the  M.S. Leadership Award from the 
Multiple Sclerosis Association of America (2007).

FuntFarrellBeitz TaylorHess

Bar to Elect Officers, Board Members
The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Annual Election of officers and members 

of the Board of Governors will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on the Ballroom Level of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad 
and Walnut streets. Officers to be elected are vice chancellor, secretary, treasurer, 
assistant secretary, assistant treasurer and five members of the Board of Governors 
for three-year terms.

According to Article IV, Section 406, Paragraph B, “The election shall be by (1) 
secret mailed ballot and (2) paper ballot or voting machine. In addition, members 
may vote electronically over the Internet to the extent permitted by law pursuant 
to procedures established by the Board to preserve the confidentiality of the Mem-
ber’s vote and the integrity of the voting process. Voting machines, if available, 
shall be preferred for in-person voting, unless there is an election at which there is 
no contest. The position of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by lot. 
The drawing of lots shall be conducted by the Judge of Elections not less than 25 
days before the Annual Meeting in the presence of the nominees and/or their rep-
resentatives. The form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board. A ballot shall 
be sent by the Association by mail to every Association member eligible to vote at 
least two weeks prior to the date set for the Annual Meeting. A mailed ballot shall 
not be counted unless it has been received at the office of the Association no later 
than 10 a.m. three business days prior to the date set for the Annual Meeting and 
in such manner as to preserve the confidentiality of the member’s vote. The Judge 
of Elections shall count the mailed ballots after the polls have been closed.”

Ballots are to be mailed Nov. 19 and are due by Dec. 3 at 10 a.m.

Vice Chancellor  (elect one)
Mary F. Platt
Hon. A. Michael Snyder (ret.)
Secretary
Jacqueline G. Segal
Treasurer
Regina M. Foley
Assistant Secretary
Jennifer S. Coatsworth
Assistant Treasurer
Natalie Klyashtorny 

Board of Governors
Edward F. Beitz
Maureen Farrell
James Funt
Wendy Castor Hess
Adam M. Taylor

Candidates for Office
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15 Seek 7 Seats on YLD Executive Committee 

James g. begley

Professional Background: Associate, 
Cohen, Placitella and Roth, P.C.; Rut-
gers School of Law.
Candidate’s Statement: As a former 
federal law clerk and a practicing lawyer 
for the past five years, I believe that I 
have gained the experience to help in 
managing the activities of the Young 
Lawyers Division. My experience as 
a law clerk and the relationships I 
developed will help in events for young 
lawyers in transitioning from school to 
practice. I also believe that being a part 
of the Executive Committee will benefit 
my personal and professional growth 
by helping me build relationships that 
will be beneficial both in and out of the 
courtroom.

david m. bercovitch

Professional Background: Litigation 
and Immigration Associate at the Law 
Offices of Stanley J. Ellenberg; Villanova 
University Law School.
Activities: Young Professional Net-
work, Greater Philadelphia Chamber 
of Commerce; Louis D. Brandeis Law 
Society; American Immigration Lawyers 
Association; Pro Bono Committee, New 
York Chapter.
Candidate’s Statement: I am run-
ning for the Young Lawyers Division 
(YLD) Executive Committee because 
I am eager to serve the Philadelphia 
Community and the Philadelphia Bar 
Association. Through events such as law 
week, the mock trial competition and 
other community outreach, the YLD 
Executive Committee is committed to 
civic engagement. I look forward to the 
opportunity to do my part in planning 
and organizing these tremendous events. 

colin burke

Professional Background: Associate, 
Kline + Specter, P.C.; Widener Univer-
sity School of Law.
Activities: Brehon Law Society; 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association; 
Pennsylvania Association for Justice.
Candidate’s Statement: I am qualified 
to serve on the YLD Executive Commit-
tee as I possess the necessary leadership 
skills, management skills and dedication 
to continue the good work of the YLD. 
I am already a consistent volunteer to 
several of the YLD community outreach 
events and look forward to carrying on 
the YLD and Philadelphia Bar Asso-
ciation’s mission of giving back to the 
community.

meghan claiborne

Professional Background: Associate 
in the Litigation Department, Duane 
Morris LLP; Emory University School 
of Law.
Activities: Billy Penn’s Who’s Next in 
Law; Young Philly for Hillary Lead-
ership, member; Isaiah Thomas for 
Philadelphia Councilman, campaign 
volunteer; Support Center for Child 
Advocates; volunteer attorney; Philadel-
phia Reads, volunteer.
Candidate’s Statement: I would bring 
an energetic attitude to the Executive 
Committee, as well as an innovative 
perspective on how to get involved. I 
strongly believe that as young profes-
sionals with a specialized skill set, we 
have an obligation to give back to our 
community, whether directly through 
offering legal assistance or on a larger 
scale through political action. Since 

moving to Philadelphia, I have done this 
through pro bono work and volunteer-
ing on several local and national cam-
paigns. As a member of YLD’s Executive 
Committee, I would work to further 
YLD’s sense of community by encourag-
ing involvement in these projects. 

John J. coyle

Professional Background: Assistant 
City Solicitor, City of Philadelphia Law 
Department, Civil Rights Litigation 
Unit; Temple University Beasley School 
of Law.
Activities: Temple American Inn of 
Court; Philadelphia Bar Association; 
Pennsylvania Bar Association; volunteer, 
Temple University L.E.A.P. High School 
Mock Trial Program; volunteer, Law 
Day – Trials of Gold E. Locks.
Candidate’s Statement: Through my 
time with the Civil Rights Unit at the 
Solicitor’s Office, I’ve had the opportu-
nity to work on cases and interact with 
a wide array of young attorneys, from 
public defenders to law firm associates. 
This has made me acutely aware of the 
many challenges facing young attorneys, 
and perhaps more importantly, many of 
the social justice issues facing our Phila-
delphia community. It is my hope to 
help shape a YLD that provides devel-
opment and networking opportunities 
through programming that encourages 
young professionals from across indus-
tries to engage on issues that will better 
our city, our communities, and our 
profession. 

lily dideban

Professional Background: Judicial Law 
Clerk to the Honorable Sierra Thomas 
Street, Court of Common Pleas; 

Judicial Fellow to the Honorable Paula 
A. Patrick, Court of Common Pleas; 
Legal Intern for the Executive Office for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Justice; Law Clerk to the Law Offices of 
John A. Klamo; Certified Legal In-
tern, York County Office of the Public 
Defender; Legal Intern, Pennsylvania 
Immigration Resource Center; Legal In-
tern, Highmark Inc.; Research Assistant 
to Professor Susan Hascall of Duquesne 
University School of Law; Rutgers 
University School of Law, J.D. received; 
University of the Netherlands Antilles, 
American Bar Association Approved 
Study Abroad; Duquesne University 
School of Law.   
Activities: Vice Chair to the Interna-
tional Law Committee; Young Lawyers 
Division Co-Liaison to the Interna-
tional Law Committee; Board Observer 
to Nationalities Service Center of the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation. 
Candidate’s Statement: For two years, 
I served as the YLD co-liaison to the 
International Law Committee com-
municating between our committees. I 
co-organized Recent Developments in 
Asylum Law, Insights into the Upcom-
ing Israel Election, Russian Legal Sys-
tem presentation, NSC Young Friends 
Kick-Off, Affinity Bar Quizzo, and 
more. I am also a dedicated volunteer 
with mock trial, school supply drives 
and LegalLine. I support Affinity Bar 
outreach and attended APABA’s Lunar 
New Year Banquet, Barristers Schol-
arship Gala, and the YLD Diversity 
Reception. I am seeking election to gain 
voting privileges as I continue my YLD 
involvement and support to ambassador 
our efforts globally.

continued on page 22
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caroline diehl

Professional Background: Associate, 
Weber Gallagher; Villanova University 
School of Law.
Activities: Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion; Executive Board member and 
liaison to the YLD and Worker’s Com-
pensation Committee; member of the 
Diversity & Inclusion Committee of 
the Worker’s Compensation Section of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association. 
Candidate’s Statement: I attended 
college and law school in the Philadel-
phia area and now live and work in the 
city. I’m interested and committed to 
community outreach in my firm and 
outreach provided by the Philadelphia 
Bar Association to the city. The Young 
Lawyers Division is an excellent way to 
learn from my peers and provide them 
with what I have learned in my first 
years of practice. I work in a firm that 
does pro bono work, mentoring and 
has attorneys serving on local commit-
tees and boards. I continue to grow 
in my career and in my desire to help 
others succeed. 

matthew a. fontana

Professional Background: Associate 
in the Labor and Employment Attor-
ney, Buchanan Ingersoll and Rooney; 
Villanova School of Law.
Activities: Member, Pennsylvania Bar 
Association; member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association; board member, Children’s 
Village.
Candidate’s Statement: I believe I am 
qualified to serve on the Young Law-
yers Division’s Executive Committee 
because of my experience serving on 
boards of professional and non-profit 
organizations and my commitment to 
the Philadelphia legal community. Spe-
cifically, I have experience on boards 
and executive committees of several 
organizations where I have provided 
oversight over operations, served on 
committees and fundraised. I am also 
very committed to Philadelphia and 
the Philadelphia legal community. I 
am actively engaged in my local ward, 
where I served on the judicial nomina-
tion committee, as well as with the 
bar association and several community 
based non-profits. 

lauren friedberg

Professional Background: Associate 
at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP; 
Associate, Legal Counsel and Associ-
ate, Business Development, Fortress 
Biotech, Inc.; New York Law School, 
cum laude.
Candidate’s Statement: Being active 
within the community has always been 
important to me. While attending law 
school in New York, I was involved 
with the New York County Lawyers’ 
Association, Student Bar Association 
and Honor Court. Since moving back 
to Philadelphia, I enjoyed being a Big 
Sister for the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
organization and a House Captain 
for the Rebuild with the Renaissance 
Group event, as well as participating in 
many other opportunities to volunteer 
locally. I am looking to become more 
involved within the Philadelphia legal 
community in order to connect with 
other professionals and plan meaning-
ful events. 

lindsey r. harteis

Professional Background: Associ-
ate, Life Science and Health Industry 
Group, Litigation Section, Reed Smith 
LLP; Judicial Intern to the Honorable 
Cynthia M. Rufe, United States Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania; Intern, United States At-
torney’s Office for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania.
Activities: Member, Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania Prisoner Civil Rights 
Litigation Panel; member, Reed Smith 
Tangled Title Team (in Partnership 
with VIP); Reed Smith Mentor Com-
mittee; volunteer, PILCOP Early Vot-
ing Project. 
Candidate’s Statement: Through 
engagement in local pro bono and firm 
initiatives, I have developed connective 
ties to local pro bono organizations. 
This will enable me to strengthen 
relationships between YLD members 
and the community’s most deserving 
pro bono projects. I am asking for your 
vote to put me on the YLD Execu-
tive Committee to allow me to bring 
my experience, passion and leadership 
to the organization in order to build 
and enhance relationships between 
Philadelphia’s young legal talent and 
some of the City’s most deserving legal 
causes and for us together to build on 
the Committee’s most impressive list of 
accomplishments. 

chad holtzman

Professional Background: Associ-

ate, Pepper Hamilton LLP; Villanova 
University School of Law.
Activities: Member, Temple American 
Inn of Court; Pennsylvania Innocence 
Project; Board Member, Jewish Na-
tional Fund Future.

Candidate’s Statement: I am com-
mitted to encouraging young lawyers 
to become actively involved in the 
Philadelphia Bar Association by par-
ticipating in the various educational 
and entertaining activities hosted by 
the Young Lawyers Division through-
out the year. I believe in promoting 
the development of young lawyers in 
Philadelphia through networking and 
public service opportunities. I would 
be honored to serve on the Young Law-
yers Division Executive Committee 
and believe I would provide the leader-
ship necessary to encourage young 
lawyers to contribute in the growth 
and advancement of the Philadelphia 
legal community. 

kandis l. kovalsky

Professional Background: Associate, 
Weir and Partners.
Activities: Member of the Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association; vice-president and 
founding member of the Young Profes-
sionals Division of the Philadelphia, 
Northern Delaware, Susquehanna 
Valley Chapter of the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. 
Candidate’s Statement: I have an 
extensive amount of experience in 
both leadership and public service. 

As vice-president of my college’s 
figure skating team for three years, I 
organized approximately 30 fundrais-
ers. Through strategic planning and 
teamwork, I helped lead our team 
to three national medals. This year, I 

helped created a Young Professionals 
division of Make-A-Wish. As the vice-
president, I helped raise over$5,000 for 
the Walk for Wishes – the most of any 
team. I am passionate about the YLD’s 
mission and I believe my experience 
as a leader and a teammate will make 
me a valuable member of the Executive 
Committee.

matthew p. rubba

Professional Background: Associate, 
Blank Rome LLP; Rutgers University, 
J.D.
Activities: Board Observer, Nonprofit 
Board Observer Program, Philadelphia 
Bar Association; Advisory Board Mem-
ber, Fairleigh Dickinson University; 
Pro Bono Attorney, Philadelphia VIP; 
Court Certified Arbitrator, Philadel-
phia Court of Common Pleas; Arbitra-
tor, Fee Disputes Committee, Philadel-
phia Bar Association; Leader/Guitarist, 
the Alternative Dispute Revolution, 
The Blank Rome Bank.
Candidate’s Statement: It has always 
been my nature to be active in my 
environment. Throughout the course 
of my education I served extensively 
in student politics and participated in 
civic cases. As a practicing attorney, I 
have continued this active approach 
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Election Notice 

Candidates For YLD Executive Committee
Balloting for members of the Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee will 

take place on Tuesday, Dec. 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the Ballroom Level of 
the Hyatt at The Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets. This year, 15 candidates are 
seeking election to seven seats available on the YLD Executive Committee. Com-
mittee members serve three-year terms.

Candidates for Office

Note: Only members in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers Divi-
sion may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division if (1) 
they have not yet reached or reached the age of 37, or (2) they have not yet reached 
or reached the third anniversary of their first admission to the bar of any state.

James G. Begley
David M. Bercovitch
Colin Burke
Meghan Claiborne
John J. Coyle
Lily Dideban
Caroline Diehl
Matthew A. Fontana

Lauren Friedberg
Lindsey R. Harteis
Chad Holtzman
Kandis L. Kovalsky
Matthew P. Rubba
Sarah O. Schindler
Michaella Tassinari
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by incorporating my passions for art 
and music into purposeful community 
building pursuits. These include form-
ing and performing with Blank Rome’s 
own rock band, in partnership with 
United Way, as well as by contribut-
ing my original artwork to numerous 
charity auctions. I wish to further my 
commitment to the Philadelphia legal 
community as a member of the YLD 
Executive Committee.

sarah o. schindler

Professional Background: Associate, 

Pogust Braslow & Millrood, LLC; Vil-
lanova Law School.
Activities: Philadelphia Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division; Brandeis Law 
Society, Executive Committee Mem-
ber; American Association for Justice; 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association; 
Pennsylvania Association of Justice. 
Candidate’s Statement: Having partici-
pated in many YLD events and projects 
over the last few years, I really appreciate 
this group and all its great work. I par-
ticularly embrace the YLD’s interest in 
promoting access to justice, as I repre-
sent individuals on a day-to-day basis in 
my practice and assist clients pro bono 
whenever I can. I also share the YLD’s 
focus on professional development; I 
hardly ever miss a networking event! I 

would love to join the Executive Com-
mittee so that I can play a more active 
role. Rest assured that, if elected, I will 
make a meaningful contribution.

michaella tassinari

Professional Background: Attorney, 
Robert J. Casey, Jr. & Associates (Em-
ployees of the Corporate Law Depart-
ment of State Farm); Villanova Univer-
sity School of Law.
Activities: Member, Philadelphia As-
sociation of Defense Counsel; Philadel-
phia Bar Association, Young Lawyers 
Division, Member and Liaison to the 
Executive Committee, Member, State 
Civil Litigation Section.
Candidate’s Statement: For the past 

year, I served on the YLD Executive 
Committee as liaison to the State Civil 
Litigation Section of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association. Although I am cur-
rently a non-voting member of the 
Executive Committee, I took every 
opportunity to learn how the Executive 
Committee works and become involved 
in its programs. I judged mock trial 
competitions, helped with law week 
activities, cooked at Ronald McDonald 
House, and helped organize Harvest for 
the Homeless. I attended almost every 
monthly Executive Committee meeting. 
Now, I want to use my commitment 
and experience to be a voting member 
of the Executive Committee. 

YLD Executive
Committee
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the judiciary still costs the state “only one half of 1 
percent of general state appropriation,” he said.
Justice Todd discussed a few of the initiatives of the 
Supreme Court, one of which involved the Veterans 
Court system. Justice Todd was assigned in January to 
act as Supreme Court liaison to the Veterans Court, 
and stated the Supreme Court’s commitment to sup-
port veterans in transition back to civilian life. Penn-
sylvania has the fifth highest population of veterans in 
the country. “Since 2004, the number of veterans being 
treated for mental illness and substance abuse and dis-
orders has increased by 38 percent,” she said. 

The Commonwealth Court is in a period of transi-
tion, Judge Jubelirer said. At the end of 2015, Hon. 
Dan Pellegrini, President Judge, Commonwealth 

Court, will become a senior judge. In 2016, Hon. Bon-
nie Brigance Leadbetter, Judge, Commonwealth Court, 
will become senior judge and Hon. Bernard L. McGin-
ley, Judge, Commonwealth Court, will leave the court.

President Judge Gantman talked about the state of 
the Superior Court, the court of last resort for 95 per-
cent of the cases in Pennsylvania. The Superior Court 
is the busiest statewide appellate court in the country 
averaging 425 decisions each month. “The American 
Bar Association has standards relating to appeals courts 
and suggests that the intermediate appellate courts 
should receive 90 percent of the appealed decisions 
within one year, from the date of the decision and the 
appeal. We are proud to report that we exceed that 
standard,” President Judge Gantman said. 

Regarding the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas, 
President Judge Woods-Skipper discussed a number 
of initiatives. She also talked about the community 

involvement of the Philadelphia Court of Common 
Pleas. “Not only do we do our jobs, we also extend 
ourselves into the communities by serving in food 
shelters, donating school supplies, mentoring students, 
participating in ACE programs, attending “meet the 
judges” forums and many other community activities,” 
President Judge Woods-Skipper said. She also said that 
as a court, they are determined to be transparent and 
accountable while providing access to justice.

Supervising Judge Moss ended the panel discussion 
and talked about his court’s pilot program dealing with 
consumer debt. The program took the debtor bar, peo-
ple who represent consumers, and put them together 
with those who sue consumers for debt collection. The 
program was designed to encourage people to come to 
court, take advantage of legal assistance to resolve their 
cases quickly and have the opportunity to resolve their 
issues without a judgment.  

Courts
continued from page 19

be the most valuable feature of the new Philadelphia Bar 
Association Insurance Exchange. 

You can access the Philadelphia Bar Association Insur-
ance Exchange at www.usiaffinityex.com/PhiladelphiaBar. 
For lawyers’ professional liability and other business 
coverages, you will still use the Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion Insurance Program website at www.mybarinsurance.

com/Philadelphia Bar. If you want to talk with someone 
about insurance and benefits options for Philadelphia Bar 
Association members, call USI Affinity Benefit Specialists 
at 855-8740267.

Brian McLaughlin (Brian.McLaughlin@usiaffinity.com) is 
vice president of USI Affinity’s Benefit Solutions Group.

For more information about insurance, visit the Philadelphia Bar Association Insurance 
Exchange at www.usiaffinityex.com/PhiladelphiaBar. For Lawyers’ Professional Liabil-
ity and other business coverage, you can continue to visit the regular Philadelphia Bar 

Association Insurance Program website at www.mybarinsurance.com/PhiladelphiaBar. 
If you’d like to talk to someone about insurance and benefits options for Philadelphia Bar 
Association members, call USI Affinity Benefit Specialists at 1-855-874-0267.

For over 75 years, the divisions of USI Affinity have developed, marketed and admin-
istered insurance and financial programs that offer affinity clients and their members 
unique advantages in coverage, price and service. As the endorsed broker of the Phila-
delphia Bar Association and more than 30 other state and local bar associations and 
with more than 30,000 attorneys insured, USI Affinity has the experience and know-how 
to navigate the marketplace and design the most comprehensive and innovative insur-
ance and benefits packages to fit a firm’s individual needs.

Open Enrollment
continued from page 13

tion Civil Litigation Section Executive Council (2011 
- present) and its treasurer (2015-2016).

Coatsworth is a member of the Philadelphia Asso-
ciation of Defense Counsel Executive Committee 
(2010-present); is co-chair  of the Brandeis Law Soci-
ety CLE Committee (2012-present), a member of its 
Executive Committee (2011-present), co-chair of Special 
Events (2013-present), fellowship supervisor (2012-pres-
ent) and  Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent 
Program firm liaison (2009-present); was a member of 
the American Bar Association YLD Delegate, 2008 Fall 

Conference, 2009 Annual Meeting, 2010 Midyear Meet-
ing and 2011 Annual Meeting; is an ABA YLD member 
(2003-present), is the president, University of Maryland 
Alumni Association Greater Philadelphia Area Club 
(2003-present); is a member of the Temple University 
Beasley School of Law Alumni Association (2003-pres-
ent); and served as Secretary (2008, 2009) and counsel 
(2008-present) of the Storybook Musical Theatre.

Klyashtorny is counsel at Nochumson P.C. and gradu-
ated from Temple University Beasley School of Law.

Klyashtorny is active within the legal community, cur-
rently serving a three-year term as an elected member of 
the Board of Governors of the Philadelphia Bar Associa-

tion. She served as the chair of the YLD (2005), co-chair 
of the Association’s City Policy Committee (2008) and 
co-chair of its Solo and Small Firm Management Com-
mittee (2010). She served as a member of the Associa-
tion’s Commission on Judicial Selection and Retention 
and is currently a member of the Investigative Division 
of the Judicial Commissions of both the Philadelphia Bar 
Association and Pennsylvania Bar Association.  

Klyashtorny is also a member of the Temple American 
Inn of Court, the Louis D. Brandeis Law Society and the 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association.

Line Offices
continued from page 9
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