
GREEN RIBBON TASK FORCE 

Oil's Impact Reaches Further Than Your Car 
8 By Jenimae Almquist 

THE SIZE OF OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT IS 
augmented not only by the cars we drive, 

but also by the distance various goods 
travel to reach us. Meanwhile, crude oil 
is a component in a surprising number 

of everyday products. For instance, 

petrochemicals are found in a wide 

range of synthetic fabrics. Although such 
wash-and-wear items may not require 

dry cleaning with harsh chemicals, most 

commercial detergents contain petro- 

leum products in some form. From the 

shampoos we use to the rubber soles of 
our shoes, many companies are ensuring 

that we use oil-based products from head 
to toe, Even the carpet below your feet 
  

contains synthetic fibers made from oil. 

Almost every meal that comes to 

your table has had some connection to 

petrochemicals beyond the fuel used to 
uansport it. Fertilizers and pesticides chat 
contribute to crop growth and quality 

stem from petrochemicals. The food 
preservatives used to retain freshness 

are also oil derivatives, rendering our 
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portion-sized, pre-packaged food even less 
environmentally friendly. At the end of 

the meal, the dishwashing liquid used to 
clean your plate is also oil-based. 

And we have not yet scratched the 

surface. Look around you ~ every single 

plastic item you see contains some form 
of petrochemicals. Your car interiors, toys, 
plastic bags, computers and many types 
of furniture rely upon plastic, which in 
tum requires refined oil. ‘The compact 
disc or DVD that you pop into one of 
those plastic players is yet another prod- 
uct containing oil. Of course, the electric- 
ity to run the player comes from burning 
fossil fuels, a process that presents one 

of the largest challenges to controlling 
climate change. 

The U.S. Energy Information Admin- 
istration reports that the United States 

consumed 7.14 billion barrels of oil in 
2008, totaling approximately 23 percent 
of the entire world’s consumption. T. 
Boone Pickens, the Texas oil tycoon 

tured environmentafist who could likely 
afford to fuel his own vehicles with pure 
gold, proclaims that the “cheap and easy” 
pockets of oi! have been exhausted; our 
reliance upon foreign oil and the cost 
entailed in oil extraction are both on the 
rise. Although estimates of the remaining 

continued on page 17 

For More Information 

For more information about the 

Bar Association's Green Ribbon 
Task Force, contact co-chairs 

Michael Hayes at mhayes@mmwr. 
com or Kim Jessum at kjessum@ 

stradley.com. 

Tree Planting 
Set for April 24 
Tue Pritapetruta Bar AssociaTION 
will mark the 40th anniversary of Earth 
Day by planting trees on the morning of 

Saturday, April 24. 
Please join the Green Ribbon Task 

Force in helping make Philadelphia 
greener, We will be planting root trees at 
one or more locations in Philadelphia and 
no experience or heavy lifting is necessary. 

You and your family and friends are all 
welcome and encouraged to participate. If 

you are interested in volunteering, register 

online at philadelphiabas.org. For ques- 
tions, contact Kim Jessum at kjessum@ 

stradley.com. More details about exact 

locations and times will be forchcoming. 
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Legal Education a Benefit in Any Endeavor 
We'VE ALL HEARD THE ADAGE — THE 
only constant in life is change. Today we 
face the early stages of what is proving 
to be a cataclysmic change in the way 

that Americans view themselves and 
how we are viewed by others around 
the world. America’s assumed role as the 
world leader in business and technology 
is being challenged by competitive forces 
from every corner of the globe. The world 
has gone flat, and the reach of the indi- 
vidual now extends beyond national and 
electronic borders. The uncertainty this 
causes is ominous to some, but should 
signal opportunity. Because the only 
constant in life is change, we and future 
generations must embrace the challenge. 
Which leaves the question: how do we 

best prepare for this change? 
When | think about what this global 

pluralism means for my children, espe- 
cially my teenage son, Geoffrey, { consider 
the advice { give him about his future. 
What skills and profession will best pre- 
pare Geoffrey for a future that may very 
well take place somewhere other than 

the U.S.? Medicine immediately comes 

to mind when considering a valued and 
geographically transferrable profession. 
Before you accuse me of professional crea- 
son, ask yourself — who would you vote 
off the island first: the person that can 
set a broken limb and unclog an artery, 
or che person trained to see all sides of an 

issue and write a tight 

brief? 
Assuming medical 

school is not in Geof 
frey’s future; however, | 
would encourage him 
to be a lawyer. Not 
to follow in his dad’s 
footsteps or to become a 
Supreme Court justice, 

but to develop skills that 
will help him compete 

in an evolving global 
marketplace. 

law degree is the professional schoo! 
equivalent of a liberal arts degree. The 
analytical and logical reasoning skills 
learned in law school and developed 
during legal practice are fundamental to 

success in any professional endeavor, and 
transferrable to other disciplines. Not to 
say chat these traits are unique to lawyers, 

but they are the essential tools of the 
legal trade. These attributes can be assets 
beyond the practice of law, and have ap- 
plication in any job where critical chought 
is necessary. Developing a flexible skill set 
that can be utilized in other employment 
contexts is important because the typical 
student today can expect to have as many 

as 14 jobs and three careers during the 

course of their lifetime. 
Lawvers routinely process large 

amounts of data and extract the informa- 

  

_ tion relevant to their 

as task. For litigators, this 
| often means reviewing 

tens of thousands of 
documents in search of 
the nugget needed to 
advance their client's 
position. For transac- 

tional lawyers, chis can 

mean learning your 

client's business inside 

and out so that you can 
negotiate effectively on 

their behalf. For each case or transaction, 

the lawyer must become an expert in that 
field. This requires the analytical skills to 
process large amounts of information, 
and the judgment to determine what is 
relevant to your case or deal. Once these 

mental muscles are developed, they can 
be flexed in any number of ways. 

Like a liberal arts education, legal train- 
ing teaches you to think in a broad sense. 
The concept of “thinking like a lawyer” is 
designed to provide you with the intellec- 
tual tools necessary for success in a variety 
of settings, rather than any one particular 
environment. As we enter a time when a 
premium will be placed on being adap- 
tive and resilient, the fundamental skills 
required for success as a lawyer will con- 
tinue to be valuable beyond the practice 
of law. To put this in a way a 15-year-old 
can appreciate, you get a /ot of different 

The analytical and 
logical reasoning skills 

| learned in law school 
and developed during 
legal practice are fun- 

| damental to success 
| in any professional 

| endeavor, and trans- 
| ferrable to other disci- 
| plines. 

apps (i.., applications) with a law degree. 
Hopefully, { can convince Geoffrey 

that if he doesn't end up saving lives 
through medicine, he can help make lives 
better through the practice of law. More- 
over, the skills and training developed as a 
lawyer will serve him well chroughout his 
professional careers, whatever they all end 
up being, Assuming, of course, the guitar 
thing doesn’t work out. 

Joel C. Trotter (joel.c.trotter@gk.com) is senior 

counsel with GlaxoSmithKline. 
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finite supply of oil vary widely from 60 to 
80 to 100 years, the ELA confidently pre- 

dicts that we have a sufficient worldwide 
supply of oil to last for the next 25 years. 
That's hardly reassuring. 

Needless to say, burning, refining, and 
transporting oil and all of its related prod- 
ucts contributes dramatically to climate 

change. Here are some simple steps to de- 
crease your petrochemical consumption: 

* Just say “no” (politely, of course) to 

packing purchases in umpteen plastic 

bags. Use reusable bags, go bagless, or 
at least recycle any plastic bags and dry 
cleaning bags at the bins that are now 
available at grocery stores. 

* Buy products that have less plastic 
packaging and steer clear of synthetic 
fibers when possible. Stores now carry 
more environmentally friendly products, 

from cat litter to cleaning supplies to the 

new SunChips” 100 percent compostable 
packaging. 

* Reduce gasoline consumption by 

taking public transportation, carpooling 

or walking. Be sure your tires are filed to 
an appropriate pressure, as tires low on air 

force a vehicle to consume more gasoline. 
Consider a hybrid car — the payback 

curve will likely become more attractive as 

demand for fuel-saving vehicles increases. 
* Consider alternative energy sources 

and cut down your electricity usage in 

any way possible. Solar power is becom- 
ing more affordable given Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey rebates, and power com- 
panies now offer packages that rely upon 
wind turbine, geothermic and other non- 
petrochemical electricity sources. Also, 
the federal tax credit for home energy 
efficiency improvement (certain windows, 

insulation, doors, roofs) for 30 percent of 

the cost (up to $1,500) has been extended 

until Dec. 31, 2010. 
* Asa last resort, buy carbon credits 

of invest in environmentally friendly 

technology. You have already used the oil, 
but at least you can devote resources to 

cleaner energy in the future. 
A few moments of mindfulness will 

create more markets for renewable energy 

sources that do not pollute our earth, do 
not increase our reliance upon foreign oil, 

and do not deplete the rapidly diminish- 
ing supply of natural resources, 

Jenimae Almquist (jmalmquist@raynesme- 

cartycom) is an associate at Raynes McCarty 

and is a member of the Green Ribbon Task 

Force. 

NU SRENI aor MIT) 
28 Years of Successful Appellate Court Practice and Experience. 

Aggressive, comprehensive and effective appellate representation provided 

at all levels, including federal habeas and PCRA proceedings. 

Member of Bars of U.S. Supreme Court, Third Circuit, 

Pennsylvania and New Jersey Supreme Courts. 

Chief Stat¥ Attorney to Chief Justice of PA (1984-88). 

Law Clerk to Justice/Chief Justsice Robert N.C. Nix, Jr. (1983-84); 
Chief Justice Henry X. O’Brien (1981-82). 

J.D., University of Pennsylvania Law School 1981. 
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