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TechnologyTechnology Technology

P
odcasts are the new media, 
and, lawyers, you need to 
know this. 

A podcast is an audio 
program transmitted over the internet 
and is available on a variety of podcast 
platforms (such as iTunes, Spotify, and 
many others).  Podcasts cover an infinite 
variety of topics, including news, 
entertainment, sports, and, yes, law.

Thirty years ago, before I went to law 
school, I worked as a writer and editor.  
In those days, we had these things called 
newspapers and magazines.  Really!  
Toward the end of my journalism career, 
I worked on what was then a fairly new 
media, cable television.  I helped start 
Courtroom Television Network and, at 
that time, we wondered whether people 
would be overwhelmed by the number 
of cable channels.

That was before satellite radio.  And 
streaming music.  And Facebook and 
Twitter and Netflix.

Now, in addition to my busy trial 
practice, I have my own podcast, 
called “Good Law Bad Law.”  I listen 
to podcasts regularly, too, along with 
about 50 million other Americans.  And 
I recommend you discover the wealth of 
audio content available in the world of 
podcasts.

ORIGINS OF THE PODCAST

The origin of podcasting is hard to 
pin down, but the name certainly traces 
to those who discovered that with an 
iPod and internet access, they could 

create original content and easily (and 
inexpensively) distribute it widely.  
According to Wikipedia, the New York 
Times first wrote about podcasting in 
2004, and, by June 2005, Apple added 
podcasts to iTunes, a move that opened 
the doors wide to audio bloggers.

In the late-2000s, comedians Adam 
Carolla and Ricky Gervais had popular 

podcasts, each with tens of millions of 
downloads.

In more recent years, podcast offerings 
have exploded, with programs in every 
imaginable field.  Old media have 
joined the podcast movement, too.  PBS 
published old episodes of the popular 
show, “Car Talk” as a podcast, to cite 
just one of countless examples.  Major 
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media organizations, like the New York 
Times, and media figures, like Oprah, 
also produce widely popular podcasts.

As more and more online networks, 
like Spotify, have expanded to include 
podcasts, and other platforms, like 
Stitcher and Podbean, have been created 
solely to serve as directories for podcast 
programs, podcasts have become 
an increasingly important source of 
information, news, and entertainment.

Social media gurus, like Gary 
Vaynerchuk, tout podcasting as the 
future of media, because audio content is 
so easy to create, distribute, and access.  
Amazon’s Alexa and Google Home offer 
podcasts, so you can catch your favorite 
program while making breakfast in the 
morning.  You can listen to a podcast 
while driving to work or while walking 
on the treadmill or, depending on what 
type of work you do, even while you’re 
on the job.  Video-based media, which 
require a much higher degree of focus 
and concentration, just cannot compete.

GOOD LAW BAD LAW

My own experience with podcasting 
began about two years ago.  I had 
recently hired a communications director 

for my firm, a young graduate of Drexel, 
Mitch Brudy, and we spent many hours 
talking about more innovative ways of 
marketing our practice.  

After we completed an overhaul 
of our firm website (featuring bold 
graphics and updated analytics to track 
data about traffic to the site), and while 
we experimented with social media like 
Twitter and Instagram, we took our first 
steps into the world of podcasting.

At first, we simply set up an iPhone on 
a tripod pointed at us sitting on the sofa 
in my office.  We picked a few topics 
from the news that intersected with the 
law—health care fraud, sexual assault 
on college campuses, the nomination 
of President Trump’s first pick for the 
Supreme Court, Neil Gorsuch—and just 
talked.  The idea was to have a spirited, 
in-depth discussion about the law.

I have always believed there are 
countless ways that the law matters; law 
isn’t just for lawyers; the law touches 
every one of us in ways we don’t always 
understand and appreciate.  Certainly, 
the mainstream media most often merely 
skims the surface.  I wanted to take a 
deeper dive to explore and reveal the 
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Thomson Reuters releases 
Westlaw Edge 
In July 2018, Thomson Reuters released 
Westlaw Edge, a new, turbocharged 
version of Westlaw, slated to phase out 
and replace its predecessor by 2024. 
Currently available as an upgrade to 
Westlaw, Westlaw Edge integrates 
the latest in artificial intelligence (AI) 
and machine-learning to make legal 
research faster, more intuitive, and 
comprehensive.

Four key cutting-edge features help 
Westlaw Edge stand out:

1.  KeyCite Overruling Risk – This 
feature not only alerts you to when 
a point of law in a case has been 
invalidated by another case, it also 
provides alerts to other cases that 
may have been affected, as well. 
These implied invalidations alert you 
to potential issues without having 
to manually find and retrieve those 
cases.

2.  Statutes Compare – This feature 
is backed by a team of “attorney-
editors” that continually update the 
database with the latest versions of 
statutes. Additions are highlighted 
in blue, subtractions appear as 
red, crossed-out text, and you can 
compare different versions of statutes 
from different points in time with a 
few clicks.

3.  WestSearch Plus – AI technology 
powers this enhanced search feature 
that makes research as complete as 
possible with predictive text that 
automatically begins suggesting 
related natural language questions, 
litigation analytics, and related cases, 
all of which are designed to help you 
find information faster.

4.  Insight Attorneys – Westlaw Edge 
is supported by an exclusive team 
of attorneys “trained on analytics, 
artificial intelligence, big data and 
their application to legal research,” if 
you need additional assistance.
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law.  I wanted to take what is complex 
and make it approachable, as I did 
when I was an investigative journalist 
when I tackled the Holocaust and the 
history of the Nazi war crimes trials in 
my first book, and as I have tried to do 
in representing my clients in court for 
more than 20 years.  With the podcast, 
I wanted to uncover and examine and 
elevate the law.

At first, to be honest, few people 
noticed what we were doing.

Things started to change when 
we started to take the podcast more 
seriously.  We invested in professional 
grade microphones and audio mixers.  
As part of our overall office renovation, 
we built a small recording studio out 
of one of the smaller offices.  And we 
changed the format.

I realized that, just as the law is 
fascinating and vital to nearly every 
aspect of our lives, lawyers are pretty 
damned interesting, too.  So instead of 
each episode featuring just me talking, 
we changed the format to one where each 
episode is a conversation with a lawyer, 
a judge, a law professor, or a historian 
on some important issue or controversy.

I called on friends at first: a law 
school classmate who was then running 
a gun-control advocacy group (Shira 
Goodman, Episode 30); a lawyer 
specializing in cutting-edge cannabis 
law (Steve Schain, Episode 31); a lawyer 
friend who had written a best-selling 
legal thriller (Bill Myers, Episode 35).

We were off and running.
Just as we had found with CourtTV 

30 years ago, lawyers aren’t the only 
ones interested in the law.  We started 
attracting followers, more and more 
each week.  Our downloads started to 
increase, hundreds, then thousands and 
thousands accumulating over time.

My guests appreciated the opportunity 
to talk much more in depth about their 
cases and the issues they were working on 
than was possible in a newspaper article 

or a Twitter post.  With my background 
in journalism, my experience as a trial 
lawyer, and my own thirst to understand, 
I guided the conversation through 
complex topics, including criminal 
justice reform, constitutional law and 
civil rights, health care, immigration, 
climate change, and more. 

Over time, we expanded the number 
of podcast platforms featuring “Good 
Law Bad Law,” from iTunes to Podbean, 
Stitcher, Spotify, and then to Google 
Play, which recently added podcasts 
to its library of offerings.  The podcast 
moved up steadily in the rankings and 
now is one of the most followed, most 
downloaded law-related podcasts in the 
country.

PODCASTS YOU MIGHT LIKE

As my own experience with 
podcasting deepened, I began to 
appreciate how much I enjoyed listening 
to other podcasts and what a wealth of 
information and entertainment podcasts 
can provide.  

There are many podcasts that are 
relevant to lawyers.  In addition to 
“Good Law Bad Law,” here are a few 
you might want to check out:

-  The “National Security Law 
Podcast” explores legal 
controversies associated with the 
U.S. government’s national security 
activities.  (Co-host, Steve Vladeck, 
a con-law professor at the University 
of Texas at Austin, was a guest on 
my program.)

-  For insurance defense lawyers, 
try “The Insurance Law Podcast,” 
which features discussions with 
leading insurance attorneys.

-  “The Week in Health Law” takes on 
issues in, well, you know.

Of course, there are so many other 
podcasts, in so many other areas of 
interest, to explore and follow.  Here are 
a few I like and listen to regularly:

-  “The Daily”: This is the New York 
Times podcast, hosted by Michael 

Barbaro.  Each episode takes 
one issue from the news, usually 
featuring an interview with the 
Times reporter who has covered that 
issue.  After 20-30 minutes you feel 
like you more deeply understand the 
issue they covered.

-  “Skullduggery”:  This program, 
hosted by my former journalism 
colleague, Dan Klaidman, now 
the editor-in-chief of Yahoo News, 
offers in-depth discussion, based 
on extensive reporting and analysis, 
about the investigation into Russia’s 
efforts to intervene in our elections 
and the Mueller probe.

-  “Ted Talks Daily”:  Fascinating 
people who engage in fascinating 
work and research discuss with 
passion and insight their views and 
findings.

-  “The Way I Heard It”:  Great stories 
by a great storyteller, Mike Rowe.

Whatever your interests–true crime, 
sports, celebrity interviews, news, 
religion, motivation, you name it–there 
are many podcasts to sample.  When 
you find one you like, you can go back 
and listen to prior episodes of interest.  
When you subscribe to that podcast, 
you will get a notification each time a 
new episode is posted in your personal 
listening library.

To find a podcast you might be 
interested in, all you have to do is choose 
a podcast platform–iTunes, Spotify, 
Podbean, Stitcher, or any other–and start 
browsing and start listening.  

Oh, and one more thing:  Podcasts are 
free.

So, what are you waiting for? Start 
surfing and catch the wave.

Aaron J. Freiwald is the managing partner 
of Freiwald Law, P.C. and the host of the 
weekly podcast, “Good Law Bad Law” 
(www.law-podcast.com).  

Toward the end of my journalism career, I worked on what was then a 
fairly new media, cable television.  I helped start Courtroom Television 

Network and, at that time, we wondered whether people would be 
overwhelmed by the number of cable channels.
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SUMMER IS ON ITS WAY OUT, BUT THERE’S STILL PLENTY TO DO OUTDOORS IN THE 
FALL. Having sweet tunes to accompany fall cookouts, festivals, and evenings at the park is super 
convenient and musically fulfilling to do with the latest in portable wireless speaker technology. 

Portable wireless speakers have come a long way in the past few years, so much so that you can 
even pick one up at the  Dollar Tree (would not recommend) if you wish. Quality, affordable models, 
such as the Bose SoundLink Micro and the Ecoxgear EcoCarbon, are specifically designed to be 
taken out and outside, and even dunked and dropped. Each of these models offers an attractive 
easy-to-carry design, exceptional durability, and incredible sound for such tiny speakers. So how do  
they compare?

Tech  
UPDATE

FEATURES BOSE SOUNDLINK MICRO ECOXGEAR ECOCARBON

SIZE (H X W X D) 3.9 X 3.9 X 1.4 IN. | 10.2 OZ. 4.2 X 9.1 X 3.1 IN. | 1.9 LB

BATTERY LIFE 6 HOURS 12 HOURS

CONTROLS
BUTTONS FOR: POWER, VOLUME 
(2),  BLUETOOTH, MULTI-FUNCTION 
BUTTON FOR PLAYBACK, PHONE, 
AND TRACK NAVIGATION

BUTTONS FOR: POWER, VOLUME, 
BLUETOOTH, PLAYBACK/PHONE, 
TRACK NAVIGATION, LED FLASHLIGHT, 
MASTER POWER SWITCH

ACCESSORIES/INPUTS

• MICRO USB CABLE
•  TEAR-RESISTANT RUBBER STRAP 

FOR ATTACHING TO OBJECTS
•  3.5 MM AUX INPUT (CABLE NOT 

INCLUDED)

•  MICRO USB CABLE
• WALL ADAPTER
• CARABINER LOOP & CARABINER
•  3.5 MM AUX INPUT (CABLE NOT 

INCLUDED)
•  USB INPUT FOR CHARGING OTHER 

DEVICES

WATERPROOF SUBMERSIBLE UP TO 1 METER FOR 
30 MINUTES

CERTIFIED WATERPROOF AND DUST-
PROOF

PRICE $99.95 $129.99 (AVAILABLE ON AMAZON 
FOR $85.00 OR LESS) 

Bose SoundLink Micro Ecoxgear EcoCarbon


