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Overseeing the fund nurtured a sense of compassion that would serve Kenneth 
Feinberg well in the years to come. By Albert S. Dandridge III

Before the 9/11 Victims’ Fund, 
There Was the Agent Orange  
Settlement Fund

Shortly after the settlement, I received a 
phone call from Judge Weinstein asking me 
if	I	would	be	willing	to	join	other	Vietnam	
veterans in Washington, D.C. to decide on 
how the proceeds of the settlement were to 
be distributed. I, of course, said yes.  

We gathered for two days in Washington 
to discuss how the funds should be spent. 
Among the multiple scores of Vietnam vet-
erans present were members of Congress, 
business leaders, and others, almost all of 
whom, except me, had ties to Vietnam vet-
erans’ organizations. The discussions were 
emotional, serious and diverse.  

Out of that group, Judge Weinstein 
selected	five	of	us	to	form	the	Agent	Orange	
Settlement Fund Advisory Board to invest 
and distribute the proceeds. Judge Wein-

I n	1984,	United	States	District	Court	Judge	in	the	
Eastern District of New York, Jack B. Weinstein  
settled the class action lawsuit brought by 

Vietnam veterans and their families regard-
ing	 injuries	 incurred	 as	 a	 result	 of	 the	 expo-
sure of Vietnam veterans to the chemical  
herbicides (Agent Orange) used during the Vietnam 
War. The seven chemical companies who were the  
manufacturers of Agent Orange settled out-of-court 
for $180 million dollars, the largest settlement of its 
kind at that time.  
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stein selected an Army veteran and businessman from Nebraska to 
chair the Board – Chuck Hagel, who later became a senator from 
Nebraska	and	the	Secretary	of	Defense.	Also	among	us	five	was	
another Army veteran, an Air Force veteran and a former Army 
nurse.  

Judge Weinstein also picked a young partner from Kaye Scho-
ler in New York to be the Special Master for the Fund and adviser 
to the Board – Kenneth R. Feinberg. We would meet multiple 
times	a	year	at	Kaye	Scholer’s	office	in	New	York	and	the	office	in	
Washington, D.C. We continued to meet in Washington when Ken 
formed	his	own	firm.		

The proceeds were distributed to the class members pursuant to 
a program designed, by the Board and Ken, to provide maximum 
benefits	and	the	least	amount	of	bureaucracy	to	Vietnam	veterans	
and their families most in need of assistance. The Fund was broken 
down	into	three	components:	

• A Payment Program, which provided cash compensation 
to	 totally-disabled	 (using	 the	 SSA	 definition)	 veterans	
who served in Vietnam, whose disability was not caused 
by a traumatic or accidental occurrence. 

• A Payment Program for survivors of deceased Vietnam 
Veterans whose deaths were not caused by a traumatic or 
accidental occurrence. 

• A Class Assistance Program (of which Judge Weinstein 
knew I was the strongest advocate), which provided 
funds for social services’ organizations and networks for 

the purpose of establishing and maintaining programs for 
the	benefit	of	the	class	as	a	whole	(especially	the	children	
of the Vietnam veterans).  

The	payment	programs	concluded	in	1994,	pursuant	to	which	
we distributed a total of $197 million in cash payments. The Class 
Assistance	Program	distributed	$74	million	to	83	social	services	
organizations. These agencies, which ranged from disability and 
veterans’ service organizations to community-based not-for-prof-
its, provided counseling, advocacy, medical and case-management 
services. Between 1989 and 1996, these organizations assisted 
more	than	239,000	Vietnam	Veterans	and	their	families		

On September 27, 1997, Judge Weinstein ordered the Fund 
closed after all of the proceeds were distributed. We worked with 
Kenneth	Feinberg	for	13	years,	meeting,	 investing	 the	proceeds,	
hiring professionals, devising programs and overseeing payments. 
Ken	was	 invaluable.	This	was	 his	 first	 complex	 settlement,	 and	
certainly not his last – he would go on to be appointed Special 
Master	of	 the	U.S.	 government’s	September	11th	Victims	Com-
pensation Fund. This is where his sense of compassion was nur-
tured. Ken and I are dear friends until this day.  

Judge Weinstein recently passed. He was well into his nineties 
and still working. May his memory be a Blessing. 

Albert S. Dandridge III, is a partner at Schnader Harrison Segal 
& Lewis LLP. He is a Marine Vietnam Combat Veteran, who 
received, among other awards, a Bronze Star with Combat “V” 
for Valor and a Purple Heart.  


