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One for the Books
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matically, regardless of how well they write.
Garner emphasizes that every lawyer can
produce better results, including transactional lawyers, to whom he asks the following questions at his legal drafting CLEs:
1. What percentage of the legal drafting
that you see is of a genuine high quality?
2. What percentage of legal drafters
would claim to produce high-quality drafting?
The answers Garner receives demonstrate the chasm between perception and
reality: 5 percent of the drafting his students
see is of a genuinely high quality, although
95 percent of the drafters claim that they
produce high-quality documents.
One of the more interesting chapters
focuses on “Citations,” which Garner calls
“the volume numbers and page numbers
that clutter lawyers’ prose.” Garner is a vocal advocate of the benefits that would result if lawyers and judges would place bibliographic information in footnotes — and
also refrain from putting any discussion in
footnotes. Doing so, he argues, shortens
paragraphs, allows the writer to more easily
vary his or her sentence structure, provides
the writer with the freedom to write some
shorter sentences, and most importantly,
invites the reader to read the paragraph,
and not skip over characters that may actually be important.
Although the book contains numerous
examples of good and bad writing, it is not
designed to be a pure “how-to” manual.
Rather, Garner encourages his readers to
think about his suggestions and implement
them in the ways they feel most comfortable.
As good as the book is, it is not flawless. Because of its size, the volume is a bit
unwieldy. As a result, the more tech savvy
among us might have preferred to also
receive a CD with an interactive index so
that we could leaf through the book more
quickly or read it on a laptop without trying
to figure out how to stuff it into a briefcase.
In addition, the book does not contain an
“About the Author” section for readers to
learn more about Garner.
Overall, Garner on Writing and Language
is thought-provoking and instructive. Without question, legal writing can and should
improve. Lawyers just need to follow the
n
roadmap Bryan Garner has drafted.
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